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" Wbot I coulder is ihe peculiar value of the 
fbUowlDgworkjIs the quantity it contaSDiof John- 
md'b cvofeisatioii, nhich is nDlvenally acktMW- 
ledged to bBTe been einloeiitly lutrDctire and en- 

— BOIWELL. 



" Dr. Johnsoa's conrerEHtiong, in Boiwell's Uk, 
U much -better tban his published worka : anddM 
fiagments of the oplniops of celebisted men, pre- 
KTTed In tbdr letters, or in anecdotes of them, are 
jnstl]' longbt after as inialuable, for the same nta* 
son.'— Baldwin's London Magazine. 
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EDUCATION. 

Dr. Johnson began to leani Latin with Mr. Haw- 
kins, uihcr, or nnder-maBter of Llcbfield school ; 
" a man," said he, " very skilfal in liia little way." 
With him he coDtinoed two jeara, aud then rote to 
be Dodcr the care of Mr. Huntei', the bead master, 
who, according to hia acconut, " was very aerert — 
and wrong-headedly BeTere. He n»ed,'' said he, 
" to lieat UB nnmercifnlly i aud he did not diBtln- 
gvish betneen ignorance and negligence; for he 
would beat a boy eqnally for not knowing a 1liin^, 
ai for neglecting to know it. He woold ark a boy 
a qaestion, and If be did not answer it, he would 
beattim, without considering ivbether he had an 
ppportanily of knowing how to answer it. For in- 
stance, he nonJd call up a boy and aak him Latin for 
a candlestick, which the boy conld not expect to be 
aAed. I Now, tir, if a boy could answfer every qnea- 
tion, ihen wotiA be no Deed of » master to teach 
Mm.", , . 






It Ib, howeTer,but JaMica Co thememorjof Hr, 

Hunter, tomeation, tbut tlioui;h he mighterrinbe- 
Ini; too eerere, Ibe achoofof Lichfield wns ver; re- 
■pectable in hla time. The late Dr. Jaflur, pre- 
lienrtary of Weatmlnster, who was educated under 
him, told Mr. Boawell, that " he waa an excellent 
master, and that hia ushers were most of tbem men 
of emiuence; (bat Holbrook, oue of the most Id- 
geuioui men, beat scholars, and best prelchere of 
hU age, nai uaher during the greatest part of the 
time that JohosoB was at uhool. Then came 
Hague, of whom as much might lie aaid, with the 
additiou (hat be waa an elegant poet. Hague waa 
succeeded by Qreeu, afterward biahop of Lincoln, 
whose character in (he learned world is well known. 
Id the same fbna with Johnson was CongreTe, who 
afterward became chaplain to archbishop Boulter, 
and by this connerion obtaioed pood preferment In 
Ireland. He waa a fonnger sou of the aucient &• 
rally of Cqpgreve, Id Staffordahire, of which the 
poet was B branch : his brother sold the estate. 
There waa aUo Lowe, afterward canon of Wind- 

Indeed Job uBou was very aensitile how-mnch he 
owed to Mr. Hunter. Mr. Laugton oue day asbed 
bim bow h<^ bad acquired so acmrate a knowledge 
of Latin, in which, perhaps, be was exceeded by no 
man of his tiqie; he a^d, "My maater whipped 
me very well : without that, air, I ebould hare done 
nothing." He told Mr. Laugton, that while Hunter 
.was flogging his trays unmerdfully, be used to say, 
" Aud this I do to save you from the gallows."' 
Johnson, upon all occasions, expressed his approba- 
tion of enforcing instruction by meana of Ibe rod. 
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" I would TMher," uid be, " have tbe rod .to be 
tbe sfioetH terror to all, lo Bi>k« tbem lean, thaa 
tell a child. If 70D da tbue, or Ihna, ron will be inoiv 
Mteemed Ihau yoar brothert sr alitin. Ita rod 
pnxlucea an eOect which lermiBMes Id Itaelf. A 
child is iifraid of bdng whipped — and geu hU tatk 
— and Ibere'e ux ead on'C; whereu, bf exdliog 
emuUciou, and compariaona of imperiority, yon lay 
the faaadalion of laaiiog atluUef : yoit make bro- 
tttera and sUUn hate each other." 

When JolinMaaawAome yowDig ladies inUneolD- 
ihire, who were remarliabiy well bebared, owing 
to their iDOtber'g stiicc discipline and senre conree- 
tioo, he esclalmed. In one of Shalupeart'a lines, a 
little varied, 

"Sod, I wUlhanmu tbeefix Ula thy dot;.' 

At a sabseqaeDt period, be observed to Dr. Rose, 
" Here is now less Qosiing la our great cchoola 
tliati formerly, but then tets is learoed there ) so 
that what the boys get at one end ibey lose at the 
Bther." 

IS dlsctimiBated, to Dr. Pen^, Uihop of 
hia progreis at histwo grBminar ^boolst 
" At one I learned mndi ia Ihe school, but little 
from the master; in the other, I learned. much 
from tlie mmier, bnl little in the schooL" 

Afler leaving school, be remaned at home two 
yean t>efore be went to college. What he read du- 
riug this period, was not worllB of mere amasement 
-^' not voyages and travels, butall literature, air, all 
Mtdeiit writers, iiU manly ; thoagh bnt little Oreek 
•^^idy some of Aoacreon and Hestod 1 bnt in this 
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iir^ftOar miDtier I b»d looked into a great maaf 
bogies which wire not connDMlf known M the ant- 
vertitieB, where thej uldom read tnj books but 
'^hat are put Into (heir hands by tbdr taton ; eo 
that when I came to Oxford, Dr. Adams, now 
master of Pembroke college, told me, 1 was the best 
^alifled for the noiirersit; that he had erer known 
come there." 

His apartment In Pembroke college wu that 
upon the second floor over the gateway. One day, 
while he was sitting in it qnite alone, Dr. Panting, 
then master of the college, nbom he called ajhu 
JacobUe fitloK, aveibeard bim ntleriug this soli- 
toqnj, in his strong emphatic Toice, " Well, I hare 
« mind to see what is done in other places of leariv- 
iog. I'll go and visit the uniTersities abroad. I'll 
go to France and Ilalj. I'll go to Padna — and I'll 
n^nd ray bnsinesa ; for tm Athenian blockbejid is 
the worst of all blackheads." 

Dr. Adams obserred, that JobniOB, while be was 
at Pembroke college, " was caressed and lored bji 
alt alMDi blm, was a gay ai>d frolickiome fellow, 
and passed there the happiest part of bis life." Bat 
this is a striking proof of the fallacy of appearaBces, 
Bod bow little asy of ne know of the real iRleraal 
(tale eren of tbose whom we see most fre^nently j 
for the tmth is, that be was then depressed by po. 
rerty, and irritated by diaeau. When Bosneil men- 
tioned to bim this account, as ^ren him by Dr. 
Adams, he sud, " Ah, sir, I was mad and violent. 
It was bitterness which they mistook for frolic I 
;; was miserably poor, and I thought to fight my way 
by my literatare and my wit ; so I disgregarded all 
power and all aotborily." 
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Od ft*rbit to Oxford, three- aud-twctitjr yean after 
be bad left it, be WEdledon the muter of his old 
college. Dr. Boddiffe, who received him rery coldlji 
JahmoB at least expected that the master noald 
order a copy of his Dicliooaiy, dow aeu pubUca- 
tiim t but the Butier did not choose to talk on ifa« 
■rtdect, aod oeier aiiced Johnson to dine, or eren 
to-iimt him, while he stayed at Oxford. After ba 
had Ikft the lodgings, JohtiBou said toMr. Wulou, 
irtio bad accomiHukd him, " Tfyrre lirea a man who 
Stet by the rereimes of lileratnre, and will not 
more a finger lo sapport it. If I come to lire H 
Oxford, I shall take ap my abode at Triuity.*' 
Tbt7 then called on the Rev. Mr. Meeke, one of lb« 
ftUows, ami of JofaBson'a Btanding. Here was a 
most cordial greeting on both aide*. On leaving 
bim, Jobnwn said, *■ I naed to think Meeke had 
oaxlieut parts, wben we were boys together at the 
college ; but, alas I 

' Loit Id ft cmTenE^ loUtuy gloom I—' 

<* I remember, at the daislcal lectnre in the hall, 1 
could not bear Meeke'a superioriij, and I tried Id 
sit as fitr from blni as I could, that I might doc hear 
bim coDitmc About the same time of life, Meeke 
was left behind at Oxford to teed on a fellowship, 
and I weal to London to g«t my living : now, sir, 
sec the difference of onr literary characlers !" 

As they were leaving the college, he said, " Here 
I translaltd Pope's Messiah. Whicli do yon think 
is the beat line la it ? My own favourite is, 
• VaUli uamatku fiiadit Suonlo nulMS.' ' 
■ 2 
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. WartoD told him, be Ihouxht U h very sonoroiu 
hrxaiueler ; but did not leli him it waa nol iu tbe 
Virgilian ityle. 

He mncb regretted ihtu hii Gn( tutor vax dead, 
for whom he seemed Id relaio tbe greatest regard. 
He said, " I once had becD a whole morning sliding 
Id Christ Church meadowa, and misfed hia lectnre 
in logic. After dinner, be trat for me to bia room. 
I expected a sbarji rebuke for my idleoegB, aDd vreni 
with a beatiog heart. Wheu we were seated, he 
told me lie liad Kot for me to diiolf a glaes of wine 
wilb bim, and to tell me he wai not angry with me 
for toisslng big lecinre. This naa, la fact, a moit 
■evere reprimand. Some more of ihe Iwyn were 
then «ent for, and we spent a Tcrj pleaaant after- 

At another tihe JohneoD expatiated on the advan. 
tages of Orford for ieamiog. " Tbereia here, rii, 

lach a progressiye emnlatioD : tlie students are 
aniiona to appear well to ibeir Inlors; the tutora 
are anxions to bare tbeir pnpila appear well in the 
college ; the colleges -are anxious to have their stit- 
dents ap)>ear well in the pnicersity ; and there are 
excetlcul rules of discipline in evciy college. That 
the rules are sometimes ill observed, may be trne — 
bnt is nothing against the system. 1'he members of 
an university may, far a season, be nntaindful of 
their duly. I am arguing for the escellence of the 
JnstitatioD." 

On BoEwell'9 t^serring to bim that some of Ihe 
■wrferolibratlea of tbe oniFersity were more commo- 
dious and pleasant for study, as being more spadooa 
and airj, he-replied, "Sir, If a man baa a mind to 
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prance, be tnnat slad; at ChriBl CliiiTcb uid All 
Souls." 

Somebody fuund fault wllb writlDg Tenei la a 
dead Inn^age, maintainiag that they were merelj 
srraugeDteuts of Id maay words i and limghedaE tbe 
oiiirersilies of Oxford aud Cambridge, for Bending 
forth collections of them, not onlj in Gi-veli and 
L^tin, but even in Syriac, Arabic, and other more 
uukuowD tongues, JoHNSort. " I would have as 
tnany of these ai posaible : I would bare Tersen in 
every language that there are the meiuiB of acquiring. 
Nobody imagines that a uniTersity ig to hare at once 
two hundred poeta; but it should be able to show 
two hundred scholar?. Pierce's death was lameot- 
ed, 1 tbinb, in forty languages. And I would have 
bad at every coronation, aud every death of a king, 
every gaudium, and every latlia, nuiveniUy verses, 
in as uiaay lauguages as con be acquired. 1 would 
hare (he world to be thus told, ' Here Is a school 
where every tiiiog may be learned.' " 

Boswell introdoccd the topic, which Is often 
ignorantly orged, (hat the nniversities of England 
are too ricb ; so (hat learning does not flodriah in 
th^n aa it would do if those who teach had smaller 
salaries, and depended od (heir aavdnityfora great 
part of (heir income. Johnson. " Sir, the very re. 
verse of (his is (he trath : the Enf[Iish nnirereities 
are not rich enough. Dor fellowships are only suf- 
ficient to support a man daring his stndies to fit him 
for the world ; and, accordingly, in general, (hey ore 
held no longer -than till opportunity offers of getting 
away. Now and ibeo, perhaps, there is a fellow 
(vbo grows idd in bis college ; but this is gainst 
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Ui will, nnlesi he be ■ man very Indole&t indeed. 
A hundred i rear is reckoned a good (ellowihlp, 
and tbat is no more tliao it neceisary to keep a mail 
deeentlj as a scholar. We do not ajhiw oar fellows 
to marry, becauK we eonsider acaderaical inititn- 
ttoBS as preparatory to a, settlemeot in the world. 
It Is only by being emplnyed as a taior, that a Eel- 
Ion can oblalo any thing more than a livelihood. 
To be snre a man who has eaongh tvithont teadi> 
iog, will probabty not teocb : for we wo\Ad fU he 
.Idle if ne contd. Id the same niBUtier, a man who 
h to get nothing byteaclitug, will not eiert himself. 
Oresham college nai iDlendedaxa place of iostnic- 
tioB for London ; able professors were to read lectures 
grails ; they eoDtrlved to hare no icfcolara; wbereu, 
if they had been allowed to receive bnt sixpence a 
lecture ftom each scliotar, tbey noald have been 
emnlons to hare had many scholars. Every body 
.will agree that it should be the interest of those 
who leach lo have scholars ; and this is the case In 
oar untTersitles. That tbey are too rich is certunly 
not trne; for they have nothing good enoogh to 
keep a man of emiiienl learning with tbem for big 
life. Id the foreign uniiei-Eitic! a prnfessorcblp li 
a high thing : it is as much almost as a man can 
make by his learning; and tberefore we find the 
meat learned men abroad are in the nniTerdliee. 
It Is not so with ns. Our nniversitiet are Impo- 
TCrlahed of learning by ttit peunry of their prorl- 
'lions. I wish there were many places of a tboa- 
sand a year at Oxford, to keep first-rate men of 
learning from quilting the nniveruty." Undoubt- 
edly, if tbl(were the case, liteiatnre would hare m 






EDUCATION. 13 

Still HKSter dtgnilj and splendoBr at Ozfdrd, and 
there woold be gFander living seorces of iDitrnc- 

dOD. . 

Tubing of the edacMion of children, Boawdl 
(sked him what be thonght waa Eeei to teach first. 
JoiiNSoH." Sir, it U no matter whalyua teach them 
&m, any more thaii what leg you shall put into your 
breedies flrst : sir, you may staiid ilLapuliDg which 
i> best to put in Rrst, but in the mean time your , 
breec^ is bare. Sir, while yon are coDsideriog 
which of lite two tbiitp you tbonli) teach yuar child 
fir«t, auotber boy hag learned them both." 

Going in a boat from the Temple to Greenwich, 
Bosweli uked. Dr. Johnson if he really thought a 
knowledge of the Greek and Latin languages an 
essential requisite to a good education. Johmson. 
"Most certainly, sir; for those who know them have 
averyyeatadraniage over those wbodo not. Nay, 
idr, it is wonderful what|.a difference learning makea 
upon people even in the common inlercoarseof lite, 
which does not appear to he much connected with 
- it." BoswKLL. " And yet people gg ihrouf^ the 
worM very well, and carry on the business of Bfu 
to good advantage, without learning." Johnsoh. 
" Why, sir, that may be trae in caseu where learn- 
ing cannot po«sii>ly be of any use ; for inslauce, this 
boy rows us as well without learning, as if he could 
slog the sang of Orpbcns to ihe Argonauts, who 
were the first sulors,"- He then called to the boy, 
" What woDld you give, my Ud, to know abant the 
Argonauts i" " Sir," said the boy, " I would give 
what I hare.'' Johnson was much pleased with 
■lis answer,,and we gave him a double fare. Dr. 
Jobusoa then turning to Bosweli, said, " Sir, a de- 
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lire of knowledge is the natur&l feeliog of manVind ; 
and erery human beinn, whose uilnd is not de- 
bauched, nlll be willing (o giie alt that he has to 
get knowledge." 

He BHid of Garrick : " He hag not Latin enougli. 
He finds out the Latin bj the meaoiog rather than 
the meauiog b; the Latin." 

He otice remarked he had known eeveral good 
Kholars among the Irish geDllemen, but Ecarcelf 
any of them correct in quanlUs. He extended the 
same obaeriHtion to Scotland. 

Of a schoolmaster of hia acquaintance, a native 
of Scotland, he said, " He has a great de^ of good 
about him; bnt he is also very defective in some 
respects. His loner part is good, but hia onter pari 
la mighij awkward. You in Scotland do. not at- 
tldn that nice critical skill In languages which we - 
get In our schools iu Eogland. I would not put a 
boy to him, whom 1 inteuded for a man of teaniing.i 
but for the sons of citizens, who are to learn a little, 
get good morals, aod then go to trade, be may do 
very well." 

Boswell once asked him whether a person, whose 
name he had then forgotten, atndied hard ; he an- 
ewered, "No, sir, I do not believe he" studied hard. 
I nerei' knew a man who studied hard. I conctnde. 
Indeed, from the effects, that some men have stn- 
died bard, as Bentley and Clarke.". 

He obseired, " idleness is a disease that mnet t»e 
combated ; bnt I wonld not advise a rigid adherence 
to a particnlar plan of study. I myself have never 
persisted In any plan for two days together. A mati 
oi^bt to read just as inclluatiou leads him ; for 
wbM lie reads aa a taik will do him Uitle good. A 






jonng man ehoald read five hoora in a day, tai m 
nisy acquire a great deal of knowledge." 

He said, " fur general iraproremeDt, a man sbonid 
read whatever bis immediate incliaatioD prompts 
bim to } tbongh 10 be tare, if a man baa a ccience 
tb leant, he niuit regijtariy aod resoluteiy advaiice. 
What we read with iactlnatlon makes a atraoger 
Impresaion. If ne read withoat incliDation, half 
the mind ia employed in fixing the attention, to 
there ia but half to be employed on what we read. 
I read Fielding's AmelU through, witboat stop- 
ping.* If a man begins to read In the middle af a 
book, and feels an IncliaaiiuD to go on, let him not 
qnit it to- go to the beginning. He may perhaps not 
feel agun the incUtiatlon." 

Of application, he remarked, " Sir, in my ewly 
years I read very hard. It ia a aad reflection, bal a 
true one, that I knew almost as much at eighteen 
aa I do now.f My judgment, to be sure, was not 
•o good ; but I had all the facts. I rememberveij 
well, when I was al Oxford, an old gentleman said 
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tome, 'Young inaa, fXj jonr booh dlligeollf, and 
acquire a slock of knowlettge; Ibrwhea jean come 
DpoD }ou, yoD will find that poring upon books will 
be bnt au irksome loak.* Autl, on 'another occa. 
lion, " Moth may be done if a man puts hia whole 
miodloa particular object : byaodoing, air Fletcher 
Norton ban made bimsdf the great lawyer he Ii al- 
lowed 10 be." 

A acfaoolmagter In Scotland waa, by a codtt of in- 
f^lior jariKdiction, depriTed of his ofllct!, for being 
aome wha.t atrri-e iu the chagtinemmt of hii acholara. 
The coartuf Ms>ion,couuderiag it to be dangerooa 
to the interest of learaiug and edocatlon to leaseii 
the digntiy of leacbera, and make them afraid of 
too indulgent parents, instigated by the complainta 
of their children, reatored him. His enemies ap- 
peded to the house of lords, though tbe salary waa 
only twenty pounds a year. 

Mr. Boj well was the schoolmaster's connsel on 
ttte occasion , and wrote to Dr. Johnson oh the sub- 
ject. On his arrival iu Loudon, the doctor receifed 
blm with a hearty welcome i saying, " I am glad 
yoD are come upon such au errand :" alluding to the 
cause of (be schoolmaster. Boswbi-l. " 1 hope, 
sir, be will be in no danger. It is a reiy delicate 
malter lo interfere between a master and his scho- 
lars : nor do I nee how you can fix Ibe degree of 
sereriiy thai a master may use." Johnson. " Vfhy, 
fir, till you can fix the degree of obstinacy and neg- 
llgenceof the Bcholam, you cannot fix the degree of 
aererity of the master. Severity must be continued 
till olntiuacy be subdued, and negligence be cured." 
On a subseiinent day he diclaled the following itr> 
gnmenls on the subject. 
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" Tbe cba'r^ is, that he hita used imuoderate 
MOd cruel correctiou. Correction, In iuelf, is not 

cruel : children, beiug not reasouable, can be gfi- 
Terned oDly by fear. To impreBB ihia fear, is Ibere- 
Idn one of the 6nt datiei of those who haie the 
cue of children. It is tbe duty of a parent, and 
llM never been thoDghc iocontisteuC with parental 
leadeniess. It is tbe duty of a moiter, who ii In 
Us highest esaicacioD when he Is loco parerUii. Vat) 
as goqd things become eril bj excess, corrcctioD.By 
bang imnioderate, may become cruel. But when 
' Is correction immoderate i When it is more fre> 
qaeot or more severe than is required ad numeadam 
tt docfBiiam, for reformation and instructiou. No 
Bcyericy is crnel, which obstinacy makes accessary ; 
fbr the greatest cruelty would be, to desist, and 
leave the scholar loo careless for Instruction, anil 
too mnch hardened for reproof. Locke, in histrea- 
^e of Education, mentions a moihet,wi1b applause, 
who whipped an infant eight times before she had 
inbdaed it ; for had she aioj^d at the seTenlh act 
of correirtioo, her daughter, says he, woald have 
been ruined. The degrees of obstinacy Id young 
minds are very different : as different must be Ibe 
d^rees of perieveriug'SeFerity. A stubborn scholar 
nnit be corrected till he is subdued. The diidpline 
of B school is military. There must be either un- 
bonnded licence or absolute authority. The ma«iet 
vbb punishes, not only consults ibe future happi- 
ness of him who is the Immediate subject of correc- 
tkm, but he propagates obedience through the whole 
scbool ; and establishes regularity by exemplar; 
justice. The victorious obstinacy of a single boy 
would make Ms future endeavours of reformation 
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oriDHiDcticHitalallyiaeffectnaL Obatiaacy, there* 
fare, mnsl never be Tietorioni, Yet it U well 
known, that there sonmimes ocdin a sallen and 
hardy reaoluiion, that Unghs at all common penlib- 
meiit, and bids defiance to ail common degrees of 
pain. Correction mmt tie piilportioned to occS' 
lioDB. Tbe Sexibie will be reformed by gentle 
diadpline, and the refractory must be nibdued by 
harsher methods. The degrees of schblastlr, as of 
nflitarj [ronishment, no stated rules can aacerlain. 
Il maHt be CDforred till it orerpawers lemptallon j 
till etnbtioriinesft becomes flexible, and perrerseoesB 
regular. Cpstom and reason hare, indecrd, set some 
hoDQds 10 scholastic pecalties. The schooimaeier 
infliclB no capital punishmenLa, cor enforces his 
edicts by either death or mnlilatioii. Tbe dtll law 
has wisely determined, that a miater wbo slrilies at 
a suhotar's eye sliall be considered as criminal. But 
punishments, however setere, that prodnce no last- 
ing evil, may be jost and reasonable, because they 
ma; he necessary. Such hare been tbe punisbmenii 
nsnl by the respondent. No scholar liaa gone &om 
him either blind or lame, or with any of hia limbs 
or powers injured or impaired. They were irregn. 
lar, and he punished themi they were tdjslinale, 
«nd he enforced hia punishment. Bat boweier pro- 
voiced, he never exceeded the limilB of moderation, 
for he inflicted nothing bejond present palq : and 
Jiow much of that was required, no man is M little . 
able CD determine as those who have determined 
■eg^nst him^he parents of the offenders. It haa 
been said, that lie used nnprecedented and impri^r 
tnatrnmeDtg of correction. Of this accusation the 
meaning is not very easy to be found. No iustra- 
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ore proper tfaan another, 
bat u it is better adapted to priMiace pretmt p^ 
mthont hieliui! -miachief. Whoterer were hii in- 
ttrmaents, do Isitiog miacliief hu eoniEd; uhI 
therefore, bowever unusu^, in Iiaodi so cMliens 
they were proper. It has been objected, that the 
respoodent admltB the charge of cmeltf, hy pro- 
dociDg no evidence to ramfule it. Let it be coii> 
tidered, that his scholars are either dispersed at 
large ia the world, or continoe 10 inhabit the place 
Id which they were bred. Those who are dispereed 
cannot be fonnd ; those who reuialn are the sons of 
hia prosecutors, and are not Ukciy to support a man 
to whom thnr fathers are enemies. If it t>e sup- 
posed that the enioiEy of their fathers prores ibe 
joatuess of the chaise, it mnst be cousldcred hov 
often experience shows ua that men who areangrf 
on one gronud will accuse on another ; with how 
Uttle kindness, in a town of low trade, a man who 
liies by learning Is regarded; and how implicitly, 
nheie Ihe inhabil'iints arc not very rich, a rich man 
Is hearkened to and fallowed. Id a place like Camp- 
bellcown, il 13 easy for one of the principal inhatdt> 
. ants to make a party. It is easy for that party to 
heat themselves with imaginary grierances. It is 
easy for them to oppress a man poorer than them- 
selres j au<l natural to assert the dignity of richea, 
by persistiug in oppres^on. The argament which 
attempts to prore the impropriety of restoring him 
to Ibe scbou], by aUej^ng that be has lost the con- 
fidence of the people, is not the subject of jntidical 
coD^derilliou ; fur he is to snETer, if he must snfltr, 
not for their jndgment, but for hisown aclions. It 
.may be coDTenient tor them lo have another Dia- 
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Iter; bnt It !i a conventeDce cf Ihelr own maMng. 
It would be likewise coDreDient for him to flnd 
•Doiher Kbool ; bat this cotiTcnlence be caoDOtob' 
tain. The qnesiion U not what is now conveiiieut, 
bnt what Is geoerally right. If the people of 
CuupbelltowD be disti-esied by the [estorsiion o[ 
the respoDdent, they are diitreased ouly by their 
own fnll i bj lurbulenl putsions and nareaaonable 
de^reB ; by ijraDD)-, which law has defeated, and 
bj malice, which lirtnc has surmounted. 

" Tbia, sir, yoD are to tarn in your mind, and 
DMlie the beat dm; of it yuu can in yonr speech." 

The decree of the court of leanion however wiu 
rererted ip the honse of lords, after a very eloqnent 
■peech by lord Minnfield, who ihowed hioiself an 
adept Id school discipline. 

Johnson was partial to pnblic schools and old 
tnodea. He observed, "more Is learned.in public 
tliBu In private schools, from emalation : there Is 
the coUieion of mind with mind, or (he radiation 
of many minds pointing to one centre. Tlongh 
few boys make their own eicercises, yet If a good 
exercise is given np, ont of a great number of boys, 
it is made by somebody." 

** 1 hate by-roads in education, Edocatlon is aa 
well known, and has long been as well known, as 
erer it can be. Endeavouring to make children 
prematurely wise Is useless labonr. Suppose they 
have more knowledge at fire or sii years old thao 
other children, what nse can Jie made of It ? It 
will be lout before It is wauled, and the waste of so 
UDcb time and labonr of the teacher can oerer be 
repaid. Too much is expected from precoeitj, and 
too little performed. Mist • ■ > was au iutaace of 






mtTeaUlvallon; bntiu what did It lenntiiatc J In 
"nwrylng a liMle Presbyterian paraoo whp lieep« an 
iofont boarding -Hchool; ho Ihat all berempbytBCDl 

' To nickle rook, aad t<i,rf,nttA» ■miU.bvtc/ 

She tells the children, * This U a cat, and that 
is a dog, with fonr legi and a imI ; see there ! yen 
are mnch belter than a cat or a doj, for yon can 
apeak,' If I had bestowed such an edacaiton on a 
daughter, and had discovered that she thonght of 
marrjlDg such a fellow, I would have sent her 10 
the Congreii" 

He adrised not to rifiae in the educiitlon of chil- 
dren, " Ufe," said be, " will not bear refine- 
menti yon ninst do as other people do." 

He allowed very great influence to edncatioa. " I 
do not deny, sir, bat there Is some original dif- 
ference in minds ; but 'it in nothing in compariKm 
of what is formed by education. We may instance 
the •cieoce of numberi, which all minds are equally 
liable of actidning -. yet we find a prodigious dif- 
feimce in the powers of different men. In that 
Kfpect, after they are grown np, because thdr 
minds hare been more or less eserclaed la it : and 
I thinli the same cause will explain the differewe 
of excellence in other things, gradations admit- 
ting alwajs some, difference In the first prioci* 

Mr.Langton sUd, lie was abont to eatabliali a 
K^DOt npon his estate, but it had been, uujgested 
to him, that it might have a tendency to make the 
people leM iwhietrioas. Johnsom, " No, air i 
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while -learulog to read and write ia a dlitinctloD) 
tbe few wbu bare thai diitlnctiDu aaj be the leu 
iqclined to work ; bal when ever; bodjF leanis to 
read and write, it is do longer a dislinclioD. A 
man wbo ha« a laced waistcoat ia too fine a man 
to work ; bat if ercrf body liad laced waiMcoats, 
we ibonld hare people worliiog In laced widncouc; 
Then are no people whalerar more iDdnttrioas, 
none who work more, than ant waQnfactnren ; 
jet (be; have all teamed to read and write. Sir, 
jaa mnsi not Delect dmng a thing immediatef; 
good, from fear of remote evil; from tear of iu 
being abased. A man who has candles may sit up 
too late, whicb lie would not do if he bad doi can- 
dles ; bnt nobody will deny tbat the art of maiiliig 
candles, bj which ll^t ia continned to ns beyond 
(be time that the ann gives na light, is a valnable 
art, and onght' to be preserved." Boswell. " Bat, 
^r, woald it not be better to follow natnre, and 
go to bed and rise Jnst m natare gives na light or 
vrilbholds it ! " Johnson, "No,sir; fortbeawe 
should have no kind of eqnaliiy in the partition at 
oar time between sleepisg and waking. It would 
be very diSerent in different seasons and In (llfferent 
places. In lome of the northern parts of Bcot- 
land bow little light ia there in the depth of 
winter!" 
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JoHDMN raid : " Maoklnd hare a grrat amrtoB 
to intelkctoal laboari bat eren Buppocing kDoir-' 
ledgi to be eiH^ atHdnable, more people would be 
coDtcDt to be Igatmat Umn ironid take ereo a little 
troaUe to acqaire it." 

Oiddunltli attenpting to maintain, from an aObe- 
ttMaa «f pandox, " that koowledge waa aot de> 
^ndde on iti own account, for il was often a sonrce 
of anbapplnesa." Johnron. " Why, ilr, tliot 
knowledge may, Jn aome caiet, produce tmbappi- 
neu, I allow. 8at, npon ibe wliole, knowledge, 
per M, is Mitalnly an object which erery man 
wmld wish lo attain, altbongh, perhaps, be may- 
sot take the tninble necettary for altuining it." 

letting of a yonng man wlio was Bneaiy from- 
tUobiDg that he was very deficient in leanting and 
knowledge, be s^d, " A man has no reason to 
oomplain nho holds a middle place, and has manf 
iMloir him ; and perh^a he has not ^ 'of 1^ 
yean afaoTC him ; perhaps oot one. Hiongh he. 
a»y not know any thing perfectly, the general 
anas ol knowledge he has acquired ii considerable, 
nme will do for bin all that \i wanting.' 

Dr. Johnlon s^d one erening lo Boswell : " Yo> 
IwTe now lived Sve-and-lweoty yean, and yon hare 
eaaj^oyed them weU." Bosweli- " Alaa, air," 
•idd he, " I fear not. Dol Itnow hiitoiy? Do I 
know mathematics; Do 1 know law I" J«ii)t- 
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SON, " Why, air, tbongh jan tnaj kuow no sdeDK 

BO well u to be able to teach ii, aod do proreasioo 
BO well w) to be able to follow it, your general nwu 
of knowledge oF bnoka aud mru renders yon veiy 
capable to maie yoarself nstier of any science, or 
fit yonraelf for any profeaaioa." 

He attacked lord Monboddo'i BlrBn§[e ipecnlBttoil 
on the primi^TG slate of banurn nUnre; obser- 
Ting, " Sir, it ia all coujectare about a thing nae- 
less, even were it known to be tme. Knowledge of . 
all kinds is good. Coajecture, oa to things assfnl, 
U good ; bnE conjecture aa to what it would be nie- 
less to know, anch as whether men went npoa rU 
foar, ia rerj idle." 

[le Qbaerred, " All knowledge ia of itself of some 
value. There is oothingso minute or inconatdeiv 
able, that 1 wwild uot raiber know jt than not. In 
the same manner, all power, of whaterar sort, is 
□f itself desirable. A man would uot snbmit to 
learn to hem a ruffle, of bii wife, or hia wife'a 
maid > bat If a mere qriah conld attain it, be woald 
rather wiah to be able to hem a raffle." 

He cook occasion to enlat^ on the adrintages of 
reading, and combated tbe idle superficial notion, 
tbat knowledge enough may be acquired in conrer- 
salioD. " The foundation," said he, " must be 
laid by reading. General principles must be had 
from books, which, hqwever, muat be brought ta 
the teat of real life, la conreraation you nerer get 
a system. What is said upon a subject is (o be ga- 
thered from a hundred people. The parts of a 
truth, which a man gelsjhua, ore at such a df- ' 
stance from each other that'he nerer atiaiua to ft 
fall view." 
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Br. JohMon vdrised BMwell to bare m niaiif 
tnok* atNMit bim as be cmild ; that he might read 
upon iDj ral^eet nptm which he had a de«lre for 
iMmctlon at the time. " What jaa read titn,'' 
add he, " yon will remeiBber; bnt il joa have not 
a book immediately ready, and the sutiject monldf 
tn your tniud, it is aciiaii«r ifyoa have again a de- 
u're to study it. If a man neier 1ms an eager 
desire for instmcttoD, be shoold prescribe a taiilc 
for biaaelf : bat il is belter when a man reads 
from immediate inclination. Snalciies of reading 
Indeed will not mn^e a Bentley or a Clarke i tbej 
are, howerer, in a certun degree, advaatageons. I 
wonld pnt a cbild into a library (where no nnfit 
books are) and let him read at bl: choice. A child 
ihonld not be diBconraged frcnn reading any thing 
that he takes a liking to, from a notion Ibat it ia 
abore bis reach. If that be the case, the child will 
soon And it oai and desist ; if not, he of course 
gains the instroctioa; wbich ie bo much the more 
Ukely to come, fl-om the ioclination with which he 
takes up the study." 

Boswell asked Johnson, whether a man's bdng 
forward to make himself known to eminent people, 
and seeing as nncb of life, and gettlog as much in- 
formation as be could in every way, was not yet 
lessening himself by his forwardneaa. JoHNSOTf. 
" No, «r; a nan always makes himself greater at 
he increases hia knowledge." 

On Bosweli's expressing his wonder at bis disco- ' 
*e)lDg so mncb of tbe knowledge peculiar to differ- 
ent profesaitma, he told bim, " 1 learned what I 
know of law chiefly from Ballow, a •eery able mant 
I learned some too from Cbamb«n ; bnt was not 
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«a leacbable then. One k not willtag to be taught 
bf a foang maa." Wben Boswcll eipreBsed a will) 
to know more about Mr. Ballon, Johnson Mid, 
" 3ir, 1 hare kcd him but once these tnentf Tcan, 
The tide of liFe has driven as different m&ji." !■ 
&ct, whoever qnils the creeks of prirate eoa- 
neziona, and fairly gets inlo the great ocean of 
London, will, b; imperceptible degrees, umitoM- 
abljr experience such cessations of acqniuntance. 
" My knowledge of physic," be added, " Ileamtd 
from Dr. James, whom 1 helped in writing the pro- 
posal* for his Dictionary, aad also a little In the 
Dictionary itself. lolso learned from Dr.Lawrence; 
bat was then grown more Btnbbom." 

A gentleman mainlined, (bat a general dlffnalan 
of knowledge among a people was a dleadrantage, 
for it made the nlganise above their humble sphere. 
Johnson. " Sir, while knowledge is a dislinctiaci, 
those who are possessed of it will natnnilly rise 
above ibose who are not. ftlerely to read Hid 
write was a distinclioB at first ; but we.see, wben 
reading and writing hare become general, (he com- 
mon pet^le keep their statknis. And so, were higher 
att^niuenls lo become geuetsl, (he e^t wonld be 

On deficiency of knowledge, Johnson observed, 
" It is amazing what ignorance of certain point! 
one sometimes finds in men of eminence. A 
wit about town, who wrote Latin bawdy rertea, 
asked me, how it happened that England and Scot- 
land, which were once two nations, were now 
one: — and air Fletcher Norton did not seem lo 
know that there were snch pubUcatioiu as Uie 
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MAN. 

Johnson and an Iiisli genlleman got iolo a diipnle 
conceruipg tbe cause of some part of mankiod bdng 
black. " Why, sir," said Johuion, " it has been 
accoQDied for in three wayar eitber bj auppoung 
that the; are the posterity of Ham, nho wa» 
cursed i or that Ood at first created itro kiods of 
men, one black and another white ; or that by the 
heat of the sdd the akin is scorched, and so ac- 
qoireH a sooty hue. This matter has been much 
canvassed amoug oatnratists, but bat uerer been 
brought to any ccrtaiu iHoe." 

On a very rainy night Boswell iBBde epme com- 
mon-place obsenationa on the relaxation of nerres 
and depression of spirits which such weather occa- 
eloned ; ■ adding, however, that it was good for the 
regetable creatiou. Jnbusoa, i*hp eystemallc^ljr 
denied thai the temperature of the air bad any in* 
fluence on the human frame, answered, with a smile 
of ridicule, " Why, yes, sir, it is good for vegeta- 
bles, and for the animals who eat those vegetables, 
and for the animals who sat thane animals." 

At another time, oa a very wet day, Boflvdl 
again complained of the disagreeable effects of snch 
weather. Johmson. " Sir, this i« all Imagination, 
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which phjvlclant encourage ; for man Uva in air, 

ai fiah Vnei ia water; lo that If the atmosphere 
preM heav; from aboTe, there U equal Teilnailce 
fitnn below. To be sure bad weather it .hard upon 
people wbo arc obliged to be abroad ; and men can- 
not l^Mur lo well in the open ^r la bad weather, 
» in good; bat, air, a smith or a t^lor, whole 
work is within doora, will eurelf do as moch In 
r^ny weather as io (iir. Some delicate frames, in. 
deed, may be affected by wet weather ; bat not 

Snbseqneniiy, however, when serenty-fiTe, John- 
son wrote CO Dr. Buniey : " The weather, jon 
know, has not been balmy; I am now reduced to 
thioU, and am at last reduced to talk, of the weather. 
Pride mnst hate a fall." 

Talking of our feeling for the distresses of olhersi 
Johnson. " Why, sir, there is much noise made 
ationt it, bat it ia greatly exaggerated. No, sir, we 
hare a certain degree of feeling to prompt na to do 
good ; more tlian that ProTideace does not intend. 
It would be misery to no purpose." Boswell.' 
" But enppose now, sir, that one of your Intimate 
friends were apprehended for an offence for which 
he might he handed." Johnson. " I shoold do 
what I could lo beH him, and give him any otlier 
assistance; but if he were once fairly hanged, I 
should not suffer." Boswrll. " Woald yon eat yoar 
dinner that day, sir ?" Johnsos. " Yea,, sir, and 
eat it aa if he were eating with me. Why, there's 
Bareetl, who is to be tried for his life to-morrow : 
friends hare risen up for him on every side } yet if . 
be ibonld be hanged, notK of them will eat > slice 
of plan-padding the less. Sir, that sympathetic 






feeltng goes a very little way In depressing the 
miDd." BoswBLL. " I dined lately at Foote's, who 
■boned me a letter, which he had received from 
Tom Davies, leUing bim, that he had not been able 
to Bleep from the concern he felt on aecoant of fAif 
xrid nff'atr of Baretii, begging of him to try If he 
could soKgest any thing that might be of service, 
and at the tame time reeommeDding to him an !□- 
dnttrloos yoong man who kept a pickle-shop." 
JOHNMiH. *' Ay, «lr, here you have a apeciinen of 
hmnan sympathy; a friend hanged, and a cucnm- 
ber pickled. We know not whether Baretti or the 
{ncUe man kept Davies from sleep ; nor does be 
koow himself. And astohis not sleeping, air, Tom 
D&tUs ia a very great man : Tom has been upon 
the stage, and koowi how to do those things; 1 
have not I>een opon the stage, and cannot do tboie 
tUngs." BoswELL. " I bare often blamed myself, 
■It, for Dot feeling for others as sensibly as many 
aay they do." Johnson. " Sir, don't be duped by 
tbem any more. Yon will Rnd these very feeling 
people are not rery ready to do yon good. 'Iliey pop 
you by/eelftif." 

On anottaer occssion, he s^d, " Pity Is not na- 
tural to man. Children are always cmel. Sarages 
are always cruel. Piiy Is acquired and ioiprored by 
the cnltivation of reason. We may have nneasy 
sensations from seeing a creature in distress, with* 
out pity; for we have not pily naless we wish to 
rdleve them. When I am on my way to dine with 
a Mend, and finding it late, hace bid the coachman 
make haste, if I happen to attend when he whips 
his horses, I may feel nnpteasaolly that the ai^ 
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nitli are pot to p^n, bot I do Dot wish hln to de- 
tiMt, No, air, I wiah him lo driie on." 

Yet the rererend Dr. Maitrall of Ireland, Bome 
time asaiatani preacher at [he Temple, and formanr 
jean the social friend of Johnioii, aaid of him, 
" His pbiloiophy, cboagfa austere and lolemn, was 
bj no meaiia moro«e aod cjnicBl, and nerer binnted 
the laudable sensibUilies of' his character, oi ex- 
empted him from tbe Inflaeiice of the lender pai- 
(ions. Want of tendernesa, he always alleged, was 
want of parts, and was no leas a proof of Btnpiditjr 
than of de|iraeit]>." 

Speakipg ofacertala prelate, who exerted him- 
self very laitdably in builriing cbnrchea and pu'* 
Booage-housea i " however," said he, " I do not 
find that he is esteemed a man of such proTesaional 
learning, or a liberal patron of it; yet it ia well 
where a mau posaeasea any strong positive excri- 
lence. Few httve all Itinds of merit belonging to 
their character. We must not examine matters 
too deeplr-No, sir, a/aUiltlt Mng aUl faU mom- 

He Dbserred, it was a moat morti^sg reflection 
^any man to consider what he had done, com- 
pared with what Ae might havi don». 

He also aaid, that so many objecliona might be 
made to every thing, thai nothing conld overcome 
then: bnt the necessity of doiHg aomelhing. No 
man would be of any profbsaioD, as aimply opposed - 
to not being of it t bnt every one must do aome. 
thing. 

On another occasion, however, he made the com- 
mon reautrk on the unhappinese which men who 






btrt led a bas]' life eipei'ience, tvhea they r«dre In 
eipectalioD of eajojiug themaelTCi at eaae ; and 
tbat they generally languish for want of their habi- 
Inal occD|)ation, and wish tu retarti to it. He men- 
tloned as atroDg ao iDstance of, this aa can ivell be 
imagioed. " An emiaeat iBUow-chaodler io Loa- 
doo, who had acquired a considerable fbrcnae, gave 
np the trade in favour of his foremau, and went to 
lire at a cooDiryt-honse near lowo. He Booa grew 
weary, aad paid frequent risits to his old shop, 
where he desired ihey might let him know their 
mtlting-dai/i, and he would come and assist them ; 
which he accordingly did. Here, sir, was a man, to 
whom the most disgnsting circumslances in the ha- 
dneu to which he bad been used, was a relief from 

- He said, manlfiDd have a strong attachment to 
Ae babitatlona to which they have been accuR- 
tamed. " You see the inhabitants of Norway do 
not, with one consent, quit it, oniE go to some part 
of America, where there is a mitd climate, and 
where they may have the same prodnce from land 
with the tenth part of labour. No, sir, tbeir affection 
for their old dwellings, and the terror of a general 
change, keep them at home. Thus we see many of 
the finest spots in the world thinly Inhabited, and 
many rugged spots well inhabited." - 
.' Boswell mentioned a friend of bis who bad re- 
tided long in Spain, and was aoviiUlng lo return to 
Britain. Johnson. " bir, he is attached to some. 
woman." Boswell. " 1 rather believe, sir, it U 
the fine climate that keeps him there." Johnson. 
" Nay, ^r, how can jou talk so ?' What is climate 
to happneu? Place me Id the heart of Asia, 
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ihoQld 1 DOt be exiled } What propoitloa does ^- 
mate bear (o tbe complete iruein of baman life i 
Yon ma; adrtse me to go to live at Boli^na to eat 
■Muages. Tlie ssniagee tbere are the best In tbe 
woild} tbey lose much by beiDg carried." 

He obaerved, a principal Bource of erraneooa 
jddgraenl was ciemog things partially, and only on 
one tide: a«, for instance, /or (unr-Aun(er«, when they 
contemplated tbe fbrtnoeB linglg and »tparattiy. It 
was a dazzling and tempting object ; but wbeD tbey 
came \a posaeis the wive* and ^e fortunes togelhtr, 
tbej began to suspect the; bad not made quite lo 
good R bargain. 

Boswell gave him an account of the excellent 
DUnlicryofa friend of his in Scotland; observing, 
at the same time, that some people tboaghi it a Tcry 
mean ibing. Johnson. " Why, sir, it is making a 
very mean nse of man's powers. Bat to be a good 
mimic, reqnirea great powers ; great acotenesa of 
dbserration, great Tetention of what is observed, 
and great pliancy of orguia, lu represent what ii 
obserred. I remember a lady of quality of this 
town, lady •••••, who was a wonderful mimic, 
and Dsed to make me laugh immoderately. 1 have 
heard she is now gone mad." Bohwbll. " It 1b 
amazing how a mimic can not only give yon the 
gefitnrel and vfdce of a person whom he represents, 
bat even what a person would ssy od any particular 
mbieel," Johnson. "Why, sir, you ai-e to con- 
'aider that the manner and some particular phrases 
of a person do much to Impress yoa with an idea of 
him ; and yon are not sure Ikat be would say what 
the mimic says in his character." Boswell. " I 
don't tbink Foote a good mimic, sir." JoHNSott. 
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"So, ^i im imitations are not Hike. He glvea 
JDD lomethinfc different from himself, bat not Che 
character which he meana to atranie. He goes out 
of Umself, irithoBt going into other people. He 
cannot talie US' any perwa aniesa he ia stronglf 
narked, gacb as George Faulkner. He ia like a 
pdnter who can draw the portr^t of a mau who 
kaa a wen apon his face, and nho therefore la 
earfl; known. If a man bopa upon one leg, Fooie 
can hop upon one \eg: hot he baa not that nice 
diaeriininiUioD which your friend ceema to possess. 
Foote ia, however, very enlerColnlng with a kind of 
conrenatioD between wit and baffbonery." 

When Boswell told liim he had been lo see a 
penon of the name of Johnson ride npoo three 
horses, be mid, " Such a man, sir, shoold be en- 
coniagedj for his performances show the extent of 
the bninaii powers In one inatance, and thus lend 
to raise onr opinion of the facnlty of man. He 
shows what may be attidned by peneTeriug appli- 
cation ; so that erery man may hope,. that by giring 
as iDDch application, olthoogb perhapi be may never 
ride three horses at a time, or dance upon a wire, 
yet he may be equally expert in wbacererprofesaipn 
he ha* chosen to pnrsue." 

On Sunday, April 19,. being Elaster-day, general 
PioB and Boawell paid bim a riait before dinner. 
They talked of the notion that blind persons can 
distlDguiihcalontsbytheirtonch. Johnson. " Pro- 
fessor Sannderson mentlona bis baring attempted 
to do It, bnt found he was dming at an irapossibi- 
IHy ; to be sure a dlETerence in the turface makes 
the difference of coloius; bnt that difference ia so 
fine, that it la not aenuble to the touch." Paoli. 
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" But jag^rs and fraudulent ganieeterB know cartU 
))y the touch." Johnson. " The cards used bf 
such periona mustb« less polished tban ours com^ 
monljf are." 

Theythen tatkedofioundB. Paoli, "TlieretsDa 
beauty in a simple SDuiid,bn(ODtyiaan hannonioos 
composhton of sounds." Boswell. " I must beg 
leave to differ from you, general. Surely there it 
beauty in Ihe soft and sweet BoaDdofifine wo- 
man's Toice." Johnson. " N grTtfTlf^a g erpept 
or a toad nltered i[, you wofild think it ngly." 
BoswELL. " So yoajV9uldlJiink,.3ir^f a beautiful 
tnne were altered by one of those animala." "John- 
son. " No, sir, it Rould be admired. We haTC 
seen fine fiddlers whom we' liked as little as toads." 
(laugMng.) 

A lilerary lady of ter^e fortune was mentioned 
as one who did good to many, but by no means 
" by stealth ;" and instead of " blushing to find it 
fame," acted evidently from vanity. Johnson. " I 
liave seen no beings who do as much good from be- 
nemlence, as she does from whatever mo^ve. If 
there are snch nndet the earth, or in the clouds, I 
wish they would come up, or come down. Wliat 
Soame Jenyns sa;B upon this subject is not to be 
minded ; be U a wit. No, sir, to act from pnre 
l^eneTOlence is not possible for finite beinp. Human 
T)enevolence is mingled with vanity, interest, or some 
other motive.- 

Of the difference between man and woman, lie 
said, " Where there is no edacation, aa in savage 
countries, men will have the npper hand of women. 
Bodily strength, no donbt,'coniribates to this; Imt 
It would be so> ^luflive of that ; f(v it ia mlod that 
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dirafs goTCiDi. When it comu to drj nadentaDd- 
lug, man hoa the better." 

ETeabeCwecD meu it is miich the same. " Thongh 
m&aj mea are DOmlnally eiitra»ted with the adnii. 
nietration of hospitals aud other public iastilotioDB, 
almost all the good is done by one man, by nhom 
the rest are driven oo ; owing to coDfidence in him, 
atidindoleno: in them." 

A gentleman talked of rettriog from office. 
" Never think of that," said Johnson. The gen- 
tleman urged, " I should then do no ill." John- 
son. " Nor no good either. Sir, it would be acivil 

On the common topic, whether mankind la ge- 
oeral have grown worse or better, the following 
dialogue took place between Johnson and some 
frleDds. 

E. " From the experience which I have bad — 
and I have had a great deal — I hare learnt to think 
better of mankind." 

Johnson. " From my experience, f haie found 
them worse in commercial dealings, more disposed 
ro cheat, than I had any notion of; tnit more 
diaposeri to do one another good than I had con- 

I. " Less )uBt, aud more beneficent." 
Johnson. " And really it Is wonderful, conai- 
dering how lonch attention i% necessary for men. to 
tatie care of thcmselres, and ward off Immectiale 
evils which press upon them — it is wonderful bow 
mnch they do for others, As it is said of the great' 
est liar, that he tells more truth than falsehood; 
no it may be said of the worst man, that he does 
moie good than evil." 
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BoswBLL. " Perhaps from MqwHeoce inra maf 
be fouiMl happier than we suppose." 

Johnson. " No, sir; the more we inqalre we 
shall find meo less happy." 

P. " As to thinkiag better or worse of inftiiktuit 
from expeiieDce, some cnoning people will not be 
satisfied unless they have put men to Ibe lest, as 
ttitj think. There is s vei-y good story told of air 
Godfrey Kneller, in his character of a justice of the 
peace. A geDtleman brought his serraDt before 
him, upon an accusation of haviog stolea some 
inoDey from him ; but it hating come oot that he 
bad laid it pnrposely in (he serrnnt's way, in order 
to try hii honesty, ur Godfrey Eeut the master to 

Johnson. " To resist temptation once is not a 
■nfflcient proof of hoDesiy. If a servaot. Indeed, 
were to resist (he continued temptation of silver 
lying in a window, as some people let it lie, when 
lie la sore his master does not know how much 
there is of it, be wonld pve a strong proof of ho- 
nesty. But this is a proof to which yon have no 
light to pat a mao. Yoo know, hmnaoly speaking, 
there is a certain degree of temptation which will 
DTcrcome any virtue. Now, la so far as yon ap- 
proach temptation to a man, yoo dobim an injury j 
and, if he is orercome, yon share his guilt." 

P. " And when pnce orercome. It is easier for 
him to be got the belter of again." 

BoswELL. " Yes, you are hia sedncer; you have 
debauched him. 1 hare known a man i^esolve to 
put friendship to the test, by asking a friend to lend 
him money, merely with that view,wheD he did not 
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' TbM is Tei7 wrong, air. Your friend 
aaj be * narrow man, and jel have manj giKu] 
qnditiea : narrownesa ma)' be hia oaij giull. Now 
JOD are (ryiag hia general cbaraclcr as a friend by 
(Hie particolar siogly, in which he ba4ipeut to be 
defective ; when iu tmlh hia character ia composed 
of maDy paiticnlari." 



MELANCHOLY. 

JoHNEON once mentioDed to Boawell, that he ha^ 
been diMrened by melaacholy, and for tbia reason 
had been obliged to Bj from slndy and ineiiitatian, 
to tbe dissipating rariely of life. Against melau- 
cboly be recomineDded constant occupation of mind, 
a great deal of exercise, motl^ration in eating and 
drinkiDg, and especially to shun driaking at night. 
He aaid, melancholy people were apt to fly to intem- 
perance for relief, bol that it eank them much 
deeper in misery. He obaerved, that labouring men, 
who work hard, and live sparingly, are seldom or 
never troubled with low apints. 

Boawell often teased him wilb faudful appretieo- 
Nons of unbappineta. A moth having fluttered 
round the candle, and btirnt itself, be laid bold of ~ 
tbia liiile incident to admonii^h him ; saying, with 
ft sly look, and In a solenm but a quiet tone, " That 
crealure was ila own tormentor, and I tidiere its 
BaiDe was Boswell." 

Talking of constltotioiial melancholy, he ob- 
•erved, " A man so afflicted, sir, must divert dia- 
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trcMlng thoagfaU, uid not combHt with thent." 
BoewBLL. " May not be thick Ibem down, dr." ' 
JoHNaoN. " No, «lr: to Mttmft to tAinIt Ihe^ doan 
ii madness. He ahanld have a lamp coniUntlj 
burnlns In hli bed chamber during the olght, and 
if wakefnlly diuarbed, take a book, aod read, and 
compose bimwlf to rest. To have Uie management 
of the loiud U a great art ; it may be attiiiDed in a 
conaiderable degree bf experience and hatntnal ex- 
ercise." BoswELi.. " Should Dot he provide amnie- 
ments toTliimaelf ? Would it not, for Inetauce, be 
right for him to take a conrse of chymiatry?" 
Johnson. " Let him take a conrse of chymisti?, or 
a course of rope.^aocing, or a coarse of aoj tbiug 
to which he is inclined at the time : let him con- 
trive to have as many retreats for his mind as he 
can, as many tbinge to which It can fly from itself. 
Bnrton'e Anatomy of Melancholy is a vatuiible 
work. It is pcrbaps overioaded with quotation : 
but there is great spirit and great power in 
what Burton says, when he writes from his own 

Johnson lameiiied to Mr. Hector the state of One 
. of their school- fellows, Mr. Charles Congrere, a 
clergyman, which he thna described. " He ob- 
tained, I bElicve, conaiderable preferment in Ireland, 
bnC now lives in London, quite as a valetudinai'Ian, 
afraid to go Into any hon&e but his own. He takes 
a abort airing in his post-chaise every day. He has 
aa elderly woman, whom he calls consin, who lives 
with him, and jogs his elbow when his glass has 
stood too long empty ; and encourages him in drink- 
ing, in which he la very willing to be eucoan^^ : 
not that he gets drank, for lie Is very pious man. 






but he is alvrayi muddy. He confeHet to one bottle 
of port erei^ day, sod he probably drinks more. He 
Is qnite UDHicial ; his conversation ia quite moDO- 
Byllablcal; and when, at my last visit, I aaVei Mm 
nhato'qlock it wai; that signal of my departure 
bad so pleasing an effect on him, that he apniDg 
up to loolt at bis watch like a greyhaand bonnd- 
Ing at a hare." When Johnson took leiiFe of Mr. 
Hector, he aald, " Don't grow like Congrere ; nor 
let me grow like bim, when ;ou are near me." 

He gave Dr. Taylor the same sad acconnt of thdr 
Ecbool' fellow, CoDgiere, that be bad givea to Mr. 
Hector ; adding a remark of aucb moment to the 
rational conduct of a man in tiie decline of life, 
that deserves to be imprinted upon every miod i 
" There Is nothing against which an old man 
should l>e so mncb upon his guard as putting him- 
self to nnne." Innumerable have been Ibe melaa- 
cboly instances of meD, oace distinguished for firm- 
ueas, resolution, and spirit, who, in tbeir latter 
dajs, have been governed, like children, by inter- 
ested female artifice. 

Another time, talking of melanchdy, he s^d, 
" Some men, and very thinking men too, have not 
ibose vexing thoughts. Sir Joshua fteynolda Is the 
same all the year roond. Beaoclerk, except when 
Ul and in pain, ia the same. ' But 1 believe most 
men bave tbem to the degree in which tbey are ca- 
pable of having them. If 1 were iu the conulry, 
and vere distressed by that malady, I would force 
myself to take a book } and every time I did 
It t should Gad it the easier. Melancholy, in- 
deed, should be <Uverted by every means bat 
drinking," 
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MADNESS. 

Johnson stid, " A madman lov« to be with peo- 
ple whom he fe«r«; not at « dog tern the Itub, but 
of whom he stands in awe.'* Boiwell remarks, 
" I was sirnck with tbejasdce of IhU obsetvation. 
To be with those of whooi a person, whose mind is 
wATering and dejected, stands in awe, represses 
and compoMS aa noeasj tDninlt of spirita, and con- 
soles him with the contemplation of somelbing 
stead;, and at least comparative!)' great." 

Johnson fidded, " Madmen areall BenBnal in the 
lower stages of the distemper. They are eager tor 
grattGcalions to soothe their niiitds,aiid divert their 
attention from the misery which thej' suffer : bat 
when they grow very ili, pleasure is too neak for 
thfio, and they seek for pain. Employment, sir, 
and hardships, prevent melancholy. I suppose In 
all our army !n America, there was not one man 
who went mad." 

Od' aaotber occasion he ol)9erTed, " Madness 
freqaentif discovers itself merely by unnecessary 
deviation from the usual modes of the world. My 
poor fHend Smart showed the diatarbance of his 
mind, by fatiiog npon his Knees, and saying Lis 
prayers in the street, or in Boy nnnsDaJ place. 
Novr, althoDgh, rationally speaking, it is greater 
madness not lo pray ai all, than to pray as Smart 
did, I am afraid (here are so many who do not 






prajr, that thdr nnderttaiuUiig il not called In qoM- 

tlon." 

CoDcernlDg thii unfortDDate poet, Chriittqiber 
Smart, who was couflDed in a mad-boaK, he had, 
at aoocher time, the followiog cODTenatioa wllli 
Dr. Burne;. Buhijbt. " How does poor Smart do, 
air? ia heUkelf torecorer?" Johnson. "Itaeen* 
M if hi* mind had ceased to struggle with the dis- 
ease ; for he growl fat upon it." Bubnev. " Per- 
haps, sir, that maj be from want of exerriw." 
JonnaoN. " No, airj be has parti; m mach ex- 
ereiae ai be Died to hare, for he digs ia the gardeok 
Indeed before hie coafipemeat, lie used, for exer- 
cise, to walii to the ale-hoaae ; bat he was rorHetf 
back agaia. 1 did not thiak he ooght to be ghnl 
up. His Infirmitiea were not noxious to society. 
He iDtitted on people praying with hiai ; and I'd as 
lief pray vi4th Kit Smart aa any cue else. Another 
charge was, that h*did not lore cleaa llneu; and 
1 have no paasion for it." 

Talking of the melancholy end of a gentleman 
who had destroyed himself. Johnson. " It was 
owing to imaginary dlBlcuItles in his aSUra, which, 
bad be talked of with any friend, would soon haw 
raniabed." Uoswbll. " Do yon think, sir, that 
all who commit inidde are mad?" Johnson. 
*' Sir, they arc often not aniverBally disoidered in 
their intellects ; bat one pasaioa presses so upon 
them, that they yield to it, and commit anicide, aa 
a paaidonate man will itab another. I have often 
tluiaght, thai after a man has taken the rewlulkm 
to kill himaelf, it is not courage in him to do any 
thing, howerer desperate, because he has nothinf 
to/ear." GoLDSHrrii. " 1 don't see that." Joun^ 






42 

' EOH. " Nay, but m; dear sir, why ahonld not yod 
see what erery one else sees ,'" Gol4>sM[th. " It 
is for Tear of lometbiDg thai he hat resolved to kill 
hiniBelf: and will do[ [bat timid diaposlfraa !«• 
Btn^D him;" Johnson. " It does uot signify tbat 
the fear of something msJe him r^lve ; it is npon 
the state of his mind, after the resotntion is taken, 
that I argue. Sappose a maii,'either from Fear, or 
pride, or conscience, or wbaieier motive, has re^ 
solTed to kill himself j when once the resolution ti 
taken, he has nothing to fenr. Hs may then go and 
take the king of Prussia by the tiose, at the head of 
his army. He cannot fear the rack, who is resolTed 
10 Idil himself. When Eostace Budgel was walking 
donn to the Thames, determined to drown him- 
sdf, be might, ifhe pleased, without any appreben- 
lioa of dangen have tamed aside, and first set fire 
to St. James's Palace." 



PREJUDICE. 

Johnson's prqndlce astinaLScalkud appeared re- 
imiHlaHIy Btrniijj'at'tiiiiea. When BusH'ell talked of 
the adraucement of the Scotch in literalare, " Sir," 
said be, " yon have leami a little from as, and yon 
think yonrselvea very great oieu. Home would ne- 
ver have written history, had not Voltaire written 
it before him. He is an echo of Voltaire.'" Bob- 
well. " But, sir, w e h^ve lor^l K ames." JoBR"-"" 
■BOH:""rau felo ri Kainea.~S ^?pT'm- Ha! __ 
ha1 TUT We "don't etivy you hiin. ' Do yoa evEf "MS" 
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Dr. Robertsoa ?" Boswell. " Yes, sir," John* 
SON. " Does the dogtalk of me >" BoswEf.L. " la- 
deed, sir, he does, and loves yon." Boawell adds : 
"TIdiikiugthal I now had him id a corner, and 
being solidtoQB for the literary fame of my conatry, 
I pressed mm for his opinion on the merit of Dr. 
Robertson's History of Scollsod. But, to my snr- 
pri^, he escaped. ' Sir, I love Robertson, and I 
vron't talk of hia book.' It is bnt Justice, ttoth to 
him and Dr. Roltertson, to odd, that Ihongh he iti- 
dolged himself in tliis sally of nit, he had too good 
taste not to be fully sensible of the merits of that 
admirable work." 

" He played off his wit ^nst Seotland with a 
good bnmonred pleasantry, which gave," says Bos- 
well, " thongh no bigot to national pripjudices, an 
opportunity fOr a little contest with him. I having 
suid, that England was obliged to us for garrieiiers, 
almost all iheir good gardeners being Scotchmen : 
Johnson. ' Why, sir, that Is becanse gardening is 
much more necessary amongst you than with ns, 
which makes so many of yunr people learn it. It 
is all gardening with yon. Things which grow 
wild htre mnat be ccllivated with great csre in 
Scotland. Pray, now,' (throwing himself back in 
Ms chair, and laughing) ' are you ever able lo bring 
tbeskie to perfection?' " 

." I boasted that we had the honour ofbeing the 
first lo abolish the anhospitable, tronldeiome, and 
ungracious castom of giving vails to serranis. 
JouNSON. ' Sir, yoa abolished rails, because you 
were too poor to be able to give them.' " 

He would Dot allow Scotland to derive any credit 
Avid JonI Mansfield ; for he wai educated in £ng- 
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land. " Mncli," «^d he, " ma; be nude of a 
Scolehmin, if he be caught jonag." 

Boawell told him be had been infbnied b? Mr. 
Orme, that miuiy parts of the East Indiea werebet- 
termappcdtban the HighlandsofScotland. Johii. 
MX. " Tliat a couDtrr may be mapped, it matt be 
trarelled orer," " Naf ," laid Boiwell, meoniDg to 
laagh with falm at one of bis prejudices, " can't iron 
•ay it Is not north mapping i" 

JoboEoa expressed to his friend Mr. Windham, of 
Norfbik, his wonder at the extreme jealousy of the 
,Scotcfa, and their resentment at having their conn- 
try described by him as it really was ; when, to lay 
diU'it was a conntry as good as England, mnld 
bare been a gross folsehood. " None of ns," said 
he, " wonld be offended, if a foreigner who has tra- 
velled here should say, that rines and olires don't 
grow in England." And as to his prejudice ag^nn 
the Scotch, which Baswell always ascribed to that 
nationality which he observed In Ihan, he said to . 
the same gentlemao, " When I find a Scotchman, 
to whom an Englishman ie as a Scotchman, that 
Scotchman shall be as an Englishman to me." His 
intimacy irith many gcutlemeu of Scotland, and his 
emplo^ng so many natives of that conntry as hi* 
amanneases, prove that bis prqodice was not rim- 
lent; and BosweU has deposited In the British 
Museum, among other pieces of his writing, the 
following note, in answer to one from him, asking 
If he would meet him at dinner at the Mitre, thoi^h 
fl friend of his, a Scotchman, was to be there :— 
" Mr. Johnson does oot see why Mr. Boawell shonld 
■appose a Scotchman less acceptable than any other 
man. He will he at (he Mitre." 
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'" Johnson told (adds Boswell) o( an tndBDce of 
Scottish nationality, which made aTtryunfaTDnrable 
imprestioD npon bis mind. A Scolclnnae, of some 
amsideralion id LoodoD, solicited bim to recom- 
BKnd, tj the weight of his learned anthoTlIy, to be 
muter of an EoglUh school, a person of wbom be 
who recommended him conAxoed he knew no man 
bat that be was hi« coantryman. Johnson was 
ehocked at this unconscientiouB conduct. 

" All the miserahle canlhnga ^(ainst his Jonr- 
gtj, in newspapers, magnzinea, and other fagttlre 
poblicatioDS, I can speak from certtun knowledge, 
only fmnished him with sport. At last there came 
out a scurrilous volume, la^er than Johnson's own, 
GUed witb malignant ahnse, under a name, real or 
fictitious, of some low man in' an obscnre comer of 
Scotland, though supposed to be the work of another 
Scotchman, who has found means to make himself 
well known hotb in Scotland and England. The ef- 
fect wbicb it had upon JohniioD was, to produce this 
pleasant obserraiion to Mr, Seward, to whom he 
lent the hook : ' This fellow must be a blockbead. 
Tlie} don't fcttow'how to go about their abuse. 
Who will read a Ere shilling book against me i No, 
tir, if they had wit, they should hare kept pelting 
me with pamphlets.' " 

On the same subject. Dr. Maxwell says, " Dr. 
JohneoD was often accused of prejudice, nay, an. 
tlpathy, with regard to the natives of Scotland, 
Snrelj, so illiberal a prejudice never entered hii 
mind ; and, it is weU known, many natives of that 
coantry possessed a large ihare in his esteem ; nor 
were any of them ever excluded from his good of- 
fice*, ai &r aa opportnnltr perudtted. True It is, 
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he coDBldered the Scotch, naHonall]', u a erattj, de- 
tigniag people, eagerly Bltentire to their own tJnter- 
eu. Bad *ery a^t to overlook the dains and pre 
teiuioos of other people. ' Wblle the; ci»ifiDe their 
beneroleoce, in amaDDer,excliiBiTelytothoieDfthdt' 
own coon (17, they expect 10 ishnre in (he goodirf'- 
ficcB of Other people. Now (said Johnsou), tbla 
piindple li either right or wroag ; if right, we 
should do well to imitate inch coudact j if trrong, 
we cauDot too much detest it.' " 

Bat the Scotch were not the people who bad 
most reason to complain of Johnson's prtjadiGes, 
which hie high Tory prindplee wbetted to n. great 
degreeofraocour against others; for long before the 
pabliratioD of hia l^istion no Tyranoy, he had in- 
dolged the moat unfarourable sentiatents of hia tel> 
low aabjecls in America. As u proof of this. Dr. 
Campbell ssserta, that as early as 1769, he aald of 
them, " Sir, they are a race of comicts, and ought 
to be thsokful for any Ibiag we oUow them abort of 
bsjigiag." 

Thas loo, he burst out Into a violent declamation 
■gaioat the CorsicacB, of whoae heroism Boswell 
talked in high lenns. " Sir, what is all this rout 
aboul the Corsicans ? They have been at war with 
the Genoese for npwarda of twenty yeitt, and have 
never yet taken their fortified towns. They might 
have ^~(tc^ed dowo thelrwalls, and reduced them to 
powder in twenty jean. They might hare pulled 
the walls in pieces, end cradled (he stones with their 
teeth. In twenty years." ' U wu in vain to argos 
withbimnpoathe want of m-tiilery : he-was not to 
be reaisled for the moment. 

To the prE;}ndices of others, bowerer, he was not 
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btind ; BB when BoBwell ■atd''l«rdMonlM>ddaatUl 
maintatDG (he anperloritf pflfaeuiragelife." JoKH- - 
BON. "WhatBlrengenariMmieiiiofiDliiilnowisihat, 
to tbink thethingsne i)»ve not Vdowd arebetterthaD 
tbe things which wejMveknDlvn." Boswbll. " Wh^, 
lir, that is a camBum pr^udice." Johnson. " Yes, 
dr, bni B cDOHiioa prqudicc shonld not be foand ia 
OQG whaee trade it is to rectify ercor." 



LOVE, FRIENDSHIP,. AND AFFECTION. 

Of the pas^OD of love be remarjceil, " lis vifdeoce 
and ill effects are much eiaggeratetd ; who knov^ 
Boj real snfferia)^ on tbis head, more than from the 
ezorbitaacf of any other pauion ?" 

It being aaked whether It was reasoo^e (or a 
mao to be angry at another whom a woman had 
preferred to him } JoiiNtoN. " 1 do uot see, sir, 
that it is recUonable for a taau to be aD^ry with an- 
other, whom a woman has preferred 10 him : bat 
aogry he is, no doubt ; and he is loath to be angry 
with himself." 

Dr. Johnson said to Boiwell one nioi-niag when 
tbey were at Blrmingban), " Von will see, sir, at 
Hr. Hector's, his lister, Mn. Careless, aclergyman'i 
widow. She was (he first woman with whom I was 
in lore. It dropped out of my head imperceptibly) 
bnt she and 1 shall always hare a kindness for eaeh 
other." He laughed at the notion that a man can 
nerer really be In lore bnt ODee,aadcoiuideredit as 
« mere romantic fancy. 






Wbeii be ag^ telbed of Mn. Cuelen at nt|^t, 
he Memect to have had his affeclioa reriTed ; for be 
Hid, " If I had married her. It migbE have lieen as 
h^ip7 for me." Boswbll. " Pray, sii, do you not 
rappose that there are fifty women la the world, 
with aoy one of whom a man may he at happy ai 
with any one womaii ID particular." Jobhson, "Af, 
atr, fifty thonHmd." Boswell. " Hien, ur, yon 
are not of opinioo with some, who imagine that 
certain men and certaia women are made for each 
Other i and that tbej cannot be happy if they miss 
tbdr couDlerpartg." Johnson. " To be sure not, 
At. I beliere matriages would in general be as 
happy, and often more so, if they were all made by 
the lord chancellor, upon a dae consideration of 
the dtaracten and circnms lances, wittaont the par- 
ties having any choice in the matter." 

A question was started, how far people who disa- 
gree in a capital point con Uve in friendship toge- 
ther. Johnson said they might. Ooldsmith a^d 
tbey could not ; as they had not the Mnn vdfa aiqtit 
idem nolle — the same likings, and the tame aTenions, 
Johnson, " Why, sir, yon mnst shun the subject as 
to wMch yon disagree. For instance, I can lire ntj 
well with Bnrke ; I lore his knowledge, his genius, 
hli diffuiioD, and afflaence of conversation; but I 
Woold not talk to him of the Rockinghain party." 
GOLDSMim. " Bnt, sir, when people live together 
who have something as to which they ^sagree, and 
which they want to shun, they will be in thesttna- 
tion men^ned in the story of Bluebeard i 'yon may. 
look into alt the chambers bnt one.' But we sbonld 
kave the greatest Inclination to look Into tlialcham. 
ber— to talk of that subject." JoHinoN. (with a 
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hmd rolcf ,) " Sir, I am cot sayiug that gou could 
Ine ID frlendabip with a man from whoiti jod ilSet 
b to EDme poiut : I am only sayiDK Ihat Zconid do 
il, Voa pat me iu mind uf Sappho, io Orid." ■ 

He »aid til Sir Josbna Beyoolds, " If a mm doet. 
Mt m ak e newaPflnaiiilMice n. h> ■(|tih.».. ti.»»..ir 
ro;T^^»oon flDdhl[" "'f'-f^ (ll""«. A man. 
inonui teey pfj frltB jfiMll T" ■^•'"-' 't"^^ 
■"Amid thecold obseurily of Johmon's early I'rfe, 

lie was iT«ll Hi^quaiureil with Mr. Henry Uerrey, od« 
Of the branches of the noble bmily of tbat natne, 
who had been quartered al Lichfield as an oQcer of' 
(be arm;, and liad at thia time a house In LondoD, 
where Johnson waa treqaeutly entertained, and had 
an opponunity of meeling geoieel company. Not 
toy long before hia death, be mentioned thiJi 
amoiig other pai^icnlaraof hialifci aud he deacribed 

* ' Sl« Dili que Cictd poterlt te difpi* riderl, 
Hii mailing, no doubt, wu, '■ If you 



found, who, OD lU pointi, Imuiably Ihink uliki. S« 
■df, it will b* ImpoBible far hhn bj fann any union M 

■ If to no chunu Chou wilt thy btait retlgd. 
Dulftootau martt, micIi jh flquatlblnei 
By DO», alu ! by none Ituni «du bg moridl 
PluoD Akma by Fhaon mut ba lovtd,' 



thia early friend, Harry Uerrey, tliua : " He wu a 
»idou»niaD, bni very kiud [o mt. If yon call a dog 
Bervey, 1 shall lore biin." 

BosweU having men tloaed that old Sheiidanconi- 
plelued of ihe ingratitude of Mr. Weddeibdrae and 
Geoeral Fraser, who had been luucii obliged to bim 
wheD lhi:y nere yonng Scotchmeo eoteriog upon 
lite in EnglaQd. Johnson.' " Why, sir, a man ia 
Tcry apt b> complain of the ingratitude of those ivbo 
bftvemenfaralwvehiiu. Aman, wheu hegeis inlo 
H higher sphere, into other liabjls of life, canuot 
keep ap ^1 his faroier cauDtxions ; then, sir, 
those who knew him foimetly upou a level with 
tiiemaelTeB, may think that l^ey onght still to be 
treated as on a level, which cannot be ; aiid an ac- 
qnaintance in a former situation may bring ou 
things which it would be very disagreeable to Lave 
Btenlioiied before higher compauy, though, pcrhap«i 
' very body knows them." He placed thia enbjeet iD 
a new light to his andjtor, and showed, that a man 
-who has risen in the world, must nntbecoudemDed 
too harshly for being distant lo former acqa^int- 
ance, even though he may have been much obliged 
to theni. It ii, no doubt, to be wished, that a pro. 
per degree of aitentioa should be ahown bj great 
aaea to ihrir early friends : bst if, either from ob- 
tuse inseusiblliiy to difference of situaLion, or pre* 
■omptnous forwardness, which willnot submit even 
to an eslerior observance of it, the dignity of high 
place cannot be preserved, .when they are admitted 
into the company of those raised above the slate in 
which they once were, encroachment raust be re- 
pelled, and the kinder feelings sacriiiced. "IkxMie 
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of the lery fortunate persona whom I huTe liieii- 
tioDed,"addsB[i9VTell, "uamely, Mr. Wedderbnrne, 
now lord Loaghboi-uogb, I must do the jusdce la 
relate, that I have been luaured bf luiother earlj ac- 
qnaiotMiee of hi«, old Mr. MacklJn, who ossieted 1ft 
Improviag his pronaDciatioa, that he foand him leiy 
grateful. Macklin, 1 suppose, had not pressed upon 
hia elevation with bo diucIi ea^fenieas as the gentle- 
tuan who complaiaed of hini. Dr. Jobusou'a re- 
UHrb aa to the jealousy entert^ed of our friends 
who riie fsir above na, is ceriaioiy very jail, Bythii 
iraa wUhertd the early friendehlp between Charlea 
Townahend B[)d,Akenside ; aod many similar in- 
■tancea might be adduced." 

One eveaing, at Miss ReyaoldB's, Sir Joabua'n 
sister, Boswell luentioneil that an eminent friend of 
thrirs, talking of the common remark that affection 
desceodj, said, that " this was wisely coDtrifed for 
the preaervatioQ of mankind ; far wlilcb It' was not 
to necessary that there should be atTecttoa frcm 
children to parcels, as from parents to children ) 
niy, there wotild be no harm, in that view, ihongli 
children should at acertiiin age eat their parents.? 
JoHNsoM. " Bui, sir, if this were known geuerallj 
to be tlie case, parents woald not haye affection (oi 
children." Boswell. " True, sir; for it is in ex- 
pectation ofa return that parents are so attentire to 
their cliildreo ; and I know a very pretty instance 
of a little girl of whom her father was very fond, 
who once, when he was in a melancholy lit, and had 
gone to bed, persuaded him to rise in good humour, 
by saying, ' My dear papa, please to get up, and let 
Die help yon on with your clothes, that 1 may lewn 
to do it when yon arc an old mau.' " 

„,„. Gooslc 



" HiTlnglaln MSUAIbimi, iin Thnndvy, March 
39," sayii Boiwell, " we breakfasted the neit moni- 
iog at Barnet. 1 expresaed lo him a weaknesi of 
mind which I could aa\ help ; au uneaey apprehen- 
doD that mj wife and children, who were at a great 
dlttaoce from me, might, perhaps, be ill. ■ Sir/ 
laid be, ' cnnsider how foolisli yon wonld (hint itiu 
litem to be upprehensire that jmu are ill.' This and- 
den turo relieved me for the moment, but 1 after* 
wards perceived ittn be an iugenlon) fallacf.* I 
might, lobe gore, be 8ati»fletl, that they had no res- 
iOn to be apprehensive about me, beraase 1 knot 
that I myseifwai well : bai we might have a mntoal 
anxiety wilhoni the charge of folty; because each 
was, iu some degree, nnceilain M 10 the caudition 
of (he other." 

The subject of grief for the loss of relations and 
fnends being Introtlnced, Boswell observed, that it 
WW) strange to consider how soon it iu general we^n 
away. Dr. Taylor metitianed a gentleman of the 
neighbonrhood as the only Id stance be had ererkapwn 
ofapersonwbo bad endeavoured to raJnin grief. He 
told Dr. Tayhir, that after bis ludy's death, which 
affected him deeply, he reaolved that the grief, which 
he cherished with a kind of sacred fondness, should 
be lasting ; but that he found he could not keep it 
long. Johnson. " AU grief foi' what caouot in the 
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MvrK ei nanire be helped, looii wean awaf; In 
wme sooner, indeed, in some luer; bnt It never 
continnea rer; long, nnleu where tbere U maduen, 
inch M will make a man hare pride lo fixed in bir 
mind, as to imagine hlmwlf a king; or any other 
posalan in an nareasonable way : for all nnDeceuaTf 
grief is Dawise, and therefore will not be retained 
long by a sonnd mind. If, indeed, the canse of oar 
grief ia occawoned bj our own misconduct, if grief 
ii mingled with remorae of conscience. It shoold be 
buting." BosWBLL. " Bnt, sir, we do not approve 
of a man wbo verjr hood forgets tbe loss of a wife or 
a friend." Johnson. "Sir,, we disapprove of blm, 
not because he Roon forgets his grief, for tlie sooner 
it is forgotteo the tietter ; bnt becaose we suppose, 
that if be foists his wife or his friend Boon, he liai 
not had mnch affection for them." 



IdARRiAGE. 

JOHHtOH asserted, " Marriage Is the best state for ■ 
Ban in general ; and every "i^" '' ^ worse man. In 
proportion as be is unlit for the married btate." 

When Dr. Johnson was married, ibe ceremony 
was not performed at Birminghiun, where tbe bride 
and iHidegroom lived ^ but a resolntion was taken 
that it should be at Derby, for which [riace they set 
oat on horseback, no doubt in very good humonr. 
Bat tbongb Mr. Topbam Beanclerk used archly to 
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mentton Johnsoa'i h»lpg lold bftn, with macli gra- 
rily, " Sir, It irai ■ lore marriage on bolb »li1e$ — " 
Bostvell had from hts illDstrioas friend the followiDg 
carious accoant of Iheir jonmtiy to church npon the 
nuptial mom, (the 9th of Jalf , 1736) :~" Sir, she 
had read Ihe old romaaces, and had got into her 
head the fantaetlcal irotinu tliELt a woman of spirit 
ihouM use her lover like a dog. So, air, at first she 
told me that I inde loo fast, and ithe coald not keep 
up with me ; and, when I rode a little slower, she 
passed me, and complained that I laf^d behind. I 
was not to be made tlie slave of caprice ; and I re^. 
solved to begin as I meant to end : 1 therefore 
paihed on briskly, till I was fairly oat of her sight. 
Tlie road lay between two hedges, so IwasEnre she 
could not miss it i and I contrived that she^ould 
soon come op with me. When she did, 1 observed 
her to be in tears." 

Mr. Seward heard Johnson once sa;, Ihat " a 
man has a very bad chance for happiness in that 
state, nnless be marries a woman of strong and fixed 
principles of religion.". '* He maintained to me,'' 
Mys Bojwell, " contrary to the commoa notion, 
that a woman would not be the worse wife for being 
learned ; In which, from all that I hare obaened of 
Arlemiiiai, I burobly differed from him. TTiat a 
woman shonld be sensible and well informed, 1 allow 
to be a great advantage ; and think that Sir Tho- 
mas Overbury, io his rude versification,* has verj 
JDdicioDsly pointed out that degree of intelligence 
which is to be desired in a female companion. ^^ 

• " A Wife," ■ po«B, i(ii», 
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■■ Oi™ m^ tamtgtprl, in tinOtrttaiidiiif wf/i. 

By utuH vue. Dot learned by much jirt ^ 
SonK knooJUdge on her tid« will bU my lif^ 

Bulds. her inbome virtue Tortlty ; 
Tbey m noat good wIid baC know lA;.' 

"' When I censored a gentlemaE of mf acqn^Dt' 
■Dce," EaysBoswell, " for miirryiDg a arcoad lime, ai 
il showed a dtsreKard of bia firnt wife, be wid, ' Not 
m all, sir. Oil Ihe conlrai;, were he not to many 
agaiu, it might be concladed tb&t his first wife had 
^ven him a disgust to inarri^e ; but bj tabipg a ge> 
caod wife,hepayatbehi)(hesIcaaiplinjeQttot1ie first, 
hj showing thai she made him so h^|iy as a married 
man, that lie wishes to besoasecoudi^e.' Saia, 
geaioiu a tuni did he give to this delicate qDexlion. 
And ycl.'on. anoiher occa^on, he owned, that he 
oDcc had atmuit asked a promise of Mrs. Johiisou 
thai Bb« nrould tlot many agaio, hat )uid chcclied 
tiimselA Indeed 1 cannot help thialiiDg, that ill bis 
case Ihe reqaest wopld have been unreasonable; 
for if Mrs. Jolmsan for)(Ot, or thought it no injury 
to the nieiDOry of her first lore, — the husband of her 
yoBth, and ilic father of her children, — to make a 
second marriage, wliy should she be prednded from 
a Ihird, should she be so inclined i In Johnson's, 
persereriog fond appropriatiou of his Teltj/, even 
after her decease, he seems totally to have over- 
loo1<ed the prior claiai of tlie honest Birmingham 
trader. I presume that her haring been married 
before bad, at times, given him some uneasiness;' 
for I remember bis obseiving, upon Ihe m^rrli^e 
of one. of our common friends, ' He has done a 
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Terr ioaSMth tbing, «>r ; b« has m&riled a iridow 
when he might hare had a maid.' " 
' To Boiwell he said, " Now, that yon lire going 
tomany, donoteipect more from life tbaa life will 
sffiird. Yoo mnjr often find yourself ont of hamoDr, 
and ]na may often tbinfa your wife not etadlotu 
enough to please yon j and yet yon may hare reason 
to con«idtr yonnelf at BpOD the whole rery happily 
married." 

Talkln^'of marriage in general, he obferved, 
" Onp marriage nerrlce is too refined. It is calm- 
laled only for the best ktriil of marriages ; nliereai, 
. we ghonld hare a form for maiches of couveDience, 
of which there are many." He agreed with him, 
Ibat there wu mi aba^nte necessity for having 
the marriage ceremony performed by a regnlar cler- 
gyman, flir this was not coiqmanded in Scrip. 

Boiwell ¥ras volatile enough to repeat (a bim a 
nttle epigrammatic song of bis on matrimony, which 
Hr. Oarrick bad a few days before procured to be 
■et to mvsic by the very lugenioos Mr. Dibdin, 



A MATMHOHIAL 
In the bUttie diji of boney- 



O I tiy my loul, my honot H 
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Hk iUaslrions frieod said, " It ii very well, lir t 
bal fou should not swear." Upon which he altered 
" '. bj mj w>d1," to " alaa, alaa [" 

A geDilemao, who had bten •ery uahsppr in msr- 
Hage, married iin mediately after bii> wife died. 
JohnsoD said, " It ia tlie triomjihof t"'K 'o^ {i'itT- 
ftneuce." — 

He obserred, thai a man of sense and educntlou 
should meet a suitable companion in amle. Itnaa I 
a miserable thing wlieu the couversation couM only i 
beEDch as — whether the muCionslionld be bailed or C 
roasted, aod probabl; a dispale about Ibis. T 

He did not approve of late marriages, observing, 
that more was lost iu puiut of time, Uiau compen- 
sated /or bj apy poa&ible adrantages. Even ill as- 
sorted marriages were preferable to cbeerieas ce^ 

He disapproved of the Royal Marriage Bill i " Bt- 
cani(e,"said he, " I would not have the people think 
tbu the validity of marriage depends ou the will of 
man. I should not have been against malting the 
marriage of any of the royal family, without Ibe ap- 
probation of the king and parliament, highly cri- 

'At a dinner at General Paoli's, a question wat 
started, " whether.thc state of marriage is natural 
to man i" Johnson. " Sir, it is so far from being 
nattiral for a man and woman to live in a state of 
marriage, that we find all the motives which the; 
have for relnaiDing in that couneiion, and the re- 
straints which civilized society Imposes to prevent 
separation, are hardly sufflcient to Veep them tog&. 
ther." Paoli. " In a state of natnre, a man and 
woman onJting together will form a. slroug and con- 
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ttwat athet\OB, tj the mutDsl plcunre each will r^> 
cdve; and the »ame nnses of dlaienslon will not 
arise between (hem b* occur belwaen linsbaad and 
wlFe In a cmlfzed state." Johnson. " Sir, thej 
would hare dluensloQB ennogfa, thoagh of another 
kind : one would choose to gu a hauling in this 
wood, the nlher in that ; one woald choose 10 gu a 
fishing in ihis lake, Ihe other in that ; or, perhaps, 
Otie wonld choose to go a hunllng, when the other 
would choose to go a ftthing ; and so they wQnld 
part. Besides, sir, a earage man and a savage woman 
meet by clianee ; and when the man sees another 
woman that pleaaes htm better, he will leave the 
flrst." 

" A jonnglady.whohadmarrledaniaDinwchher 
laferior in rank being mentioned at Mr. Thrale's, a 
qneslion arose, how a woman's relations should be* 
hme to her in snch a silnation ; and, while I reca. 
{iltulate the debate," says Boswell, " and recollect 
what has since happened, I cannot butbestinch tn 
a manner that delicacy forbids me to cxpresa. While 
I contended that she onghf to be treated with an 
Inflexible steadiness of rilspleasare, Mn.Tbralewaa 
all for mildness and forgiveness, and, according ta 
theml^r phrase, ' making the best of a bad bar- 
Itaia.' JoHNFON. ' Madam, we mnst distinguish. 
Were I a man of rank, I wonld not let a daughter 
ftarve who had made a mean marriage ; bat baring 
Tolnmarily degraded herself from the station which 
•he was originally entitled to hold, I wonld support 
Iter only in that which she herself had choacs, and 
wonld not pot her oa a levri with my other daagh- 
teta. Yon are to coonider, madam, thai it is oor 
ftntyto mi^lala the sobMiUnMioii of dviUied (»• 
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ctetf ; tod nhen there Is • groai and tbunefBl de- 
TlfttioD from ranlc, II ahoDld be tigoilhed M M to 
deter oibere from the aaiae perrcrriOD.' 

'.' Aflerfreqaeallj couaidertng thU Bot^ect, I am 
more aod more con&nDed Id wbat 1 then meant to 
eipreu, sad which wai unctioned bj' tbe aathority, 
and illutrated by the wisdom, of JohnaoD j and I 
think it oftheUtmostcoaKqnence to the bapplneM 
of societj, to whicii labordiDaiion ii abBolutely ne- 
oeasary. It i« weak, and" coDtemplible, aiid qd- 
worthj in a parent, .to rtlax In «icb a ca«e. It is 
sacrificing general ndTantagctD^priTBtefedingi. And 
let it be considered, that the claim ofadaaghter wlio 
lias acted Ihne, lo be mtored to her former situa- 
tion, is eitlier fantaiitical ornqjust. If (here be do 
TBloe in the disimctiou of rank, what does she suf- 
fer b] being kept in the utnation to which she hai 
descended ? If there be a valne In that distiuctiot), 
it «Dght(o be steadily midnlained. irindiilgencelM 
■bowii to such condoct, aud the offenders know 
that id a shorter or longer time Ihejr sliall he re- 
ceired as well as if tber had not contamiikaied iheir 
blood by a base alliance, the gieai check upon that 
inordinate caprice whicli generally oocasioDs low 
■larriages will be remored, and the fair and com- 
fortable order of improved life will be miserably dis- 
turbed." 

Wlien a gentleman told htm he had bought a snit 
of luce for bis lady, he said, " Weil, sir, yna ban 
done a good thing, aud awiieone." "I.havedonea 
good thing," s^d ihegeDtleman, " bat 1 do not know 
that I have done a wise thing.'' Johnson. " Yes, 
air ; no money is better Epeni than what is laid ont 
fin damMilc satisfaction. A man is pleased that hts 
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wife U dreuedat well n other pM^e, and the trife 

it pleawd ihat she it dresMd." 

Boawell talked of Icgilimatlon by inbseqoent mar- 
riage, irbich obtained in the Roman law, and still 
obtains In (he Ian of Scotland. Johnson." I thiok 
It a bad tbiag ; becanse the chastity of women be- 
iog of the DtmosI importance, as all properly de- 

. pends upon ii, ihey who forfeit it should not bave 
anf possibilitj' of behig restored to good characler ; 
Bor should the children by an illicit cooucxion ac> 
tain the fall rlgh I of lawful children, by the pualerior 
WDsent of the alfeuding parties." " His opinion 
■pon this subject," Boswell remarks, " deserrea 
MDaideratinn. Upon his principle, there may, at 
times, be a hardship, and seemingly a strange one, 
apon indiridnals ; bnt the general good of society is 
better secured. And, after all, il is onreasouable in 
an individual to repine that he hax not the advBn< 
ttge of a state which -is made dlflerent from hid 
two by the social .institution under which he is 
born. A noonin does not complain that her bn>< 
ther, who Is younger than her, gets tbeir cemmOD 

. hther's estate. Why then should a natural son 
Wmplain that a younger brother, by the same pa- 
reiilB lawfully begotten, gets it } The operation of 
law is similar in both cases." 

He said, " It is commonly a weak man who mhr- ' 
Fiea for lore." Tlie conversation then corned on 
marrying women of fortune i and Boswell men- 
tioned a common remBrk, that a man may be, npoD 
the whole, richer by marrying a woman with a very 
imall portion, btcauae a woman of fortune" will be 
proportiouably expensiTej whereas a woman who 
biii^ none wilt be very moderate in eipeoseSi 
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JoHNsen. " Depend npop ll, ilr, this ia not ime. 
A woDUD of fortnne, being used to the handling of 
OMHte;, spends it jadicioaely : but a woman wlio 
geti the command of mopej for the first lime vpoa 
her m&TTJatfi, lids such a gust in spending it, that 
ibe titrovrs it away with great profnsion.'' 

He praised the ladies of the present age, iDgisting 
that tbey were more lalthfal to their hnilwods, and 
mwe vlrtnouB In ever; respeeC, than in former 
dmes, became tiieir vtiderstaDdliigs were belter 
caltiTaled. 

Boiwell repeated to him an argnmeut of a lady 
of his vcqaaiotanee, who maintained that her bos- 
band's having been guilty of namberless infidelities, 
rdeased her frorocoQJngal obligalions, because thejr 
were reciprocal. Johtcson. " TIIb Is miserable 
slnff, sir : to the contract of marriage, besides the 
man and wife, there isa third party — society ; and, 
if )t be considered at a vow— Ood : and, therefore, 
it cannot be dissolved by their consent alone. Laws 
■re not made for (lartlcQlar, bat for men in general. 
A woman may be nnbappy with her hosbacd ; but 
rte cannot be freed from him without the approba- 
tion of the civil and ecclesiastical power. A maa 
may beanhappybecaDseheliPotso rich as another; 
bnt he is not to seize upun another's property with 
bis own hand." Boswell. " But, sir, this lady 
does tint want that the contrael should be dis- 
solved ; she only argues that she may indulge her- 
self in gallantnei with eqnal freedom as her hus- 
band does, provided she takes care not to introduce 
a spurious issue into his family. You knou', sir, 
what Macrotnoa has totd of JaUa." Jo'insom, 
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*■ lliat laij of yonn, ilr, [ think, U TR7 fit for a 
brothel." 

Ac another timt. he observed, " Marriage, >lr, ii 
lUDch more necmary tu a man than to a woman : 
for be Is moch leu able to sapplf himself with do- 
meilic comfort 8. 
Mtne^U 

'M ninch n „..., ,. . _.., . . 

tiou paid to them, thau when matriecL ^iTn^ed 
ifid not menl'ion the tlrong reaa<gi^r:theii;_Biaaj. 
i^^5^ raeciapica/ reasoD?' Boswell. " Whf, 
tLat IB a strong oite ; bnl doci not imagination 
malte it more Important Ihan il b In realltj' } \t It 
not, to a certain degree, a delusion in ns as well ai 
la women ?" Johnion. " Why, yes, sir ; bnt it ii 
a delusion that is always beginning again." Hoi- 
well. " I don't know bnt there is upon the whole 
more misery than happiness produced by that pas- 
won," Johnson. " 1 don't think 10, tir." 



CHILDREN. 

BoawELL !aid he disliked [he cnstom wVcti some 
people badofbripging their children into company, 
becfuise it in a manner forced us to pay foolish com- 
plimeuia (o please their parents. Johnson. " Yon 
are right, sir. We may be excueed for not caring 
much about other people's children, for there ars 
mofiY who cat« very little about Ibcir own children. 
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It nay be obserred, that men, who from being en- 
gaged inbnsiueu, or fram their coarse of lirein 
whatever wa;, seldom see their chitdren, do nof 
core much aboat them. I myielf ehoold uot hare 
had mnch foodiiens far a child of my oitd." Mbi. 
Thsalb. " Nay, sir, how can yon talk so }" Joan- 
M>H. " At least I nerer wished to have a child.' 

Another lime Boswell asked, " If, «ir, you WOTB 
ihnt n|> ill a castle, and a new-born child with yon, 
what would yon do f" Johnson. " Why, sir, I 
•honid not mnch like my compauy." Boswbli. 
" Bat would yon take the tronble of rearing it ?" 
He Memed, as may well be sappowd, unwilling to 
pursue the subject : but upon BcBwell's persereriDg 
in his question, replied, " Why, yes, sir, I woDtd[ 
bat 1 mast have all conveuieuces. If I had no gnK 
den, I would make a shed on the roof, and lake it 
there for fresh air. I Ehoold feed it, and u'aah it 
taach, and with warm water to please it, not with 
cold water to gtve it pain." Boswbll. " But, air, 
do«s not heat relax >" Johnson. " Sir, yon are 
not to imagine the water is to be very hot: I would 
not toddle the child. No, sir, the hardy method 
of treating children does no good, 1*11 lake yon five 
children from London who shall caff live Highland 
dilldren. Sir, a man bred in London will carry a 
bnrtben, or run, or wrestle, as well as a man 
brought up in the hardest manner in tbecoantry." 
BoswcLi.. "Good living, I suppose, makes the 
Londoners strong." Johnson. " Why, 1 don't 
ICDOw that it does. Our chuirmea from Ireland, 
who ate as itroug men as any, have been brought np 
mpon potatoes. Quantity makes up for quality.'; 
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BmivbLl. " Woald yoQ le»cli tbU cblld that I htgt 
(nniUheil jiod with, noy thiog !" Johnson. " No* 
I ahoul^ not be apt to teach it." Boswsll'. 
" Woald Dot yoa have a pleasure !□ wschlag it?" 
Johnson. " No, sir, I Bhould nal hare a plcamre 
in teaching it." Bosweli.. " Hifeyoo Dot a plea- 
aare in leHcbiag men ? I'Aere 1 hare you. Yoll 
ba<re the Mme pleatore in teachiog men, that I 
thoald hare iu teach tag cLildren." JohnboHi 
" Why, sotiielhiDg aboat that." 

BoenELi.. " Do yoa ibiak, sir, that what ii 
called Datura) affection is born with us .' It seems 
to me to be the eBecc of habit, or of gratitude for 
klndnesa. No child has it for a pareol nhoiu it baa 
uot seen." Johnson. "Why, air, I think there is 
an instinctive tiatuial affectiou iu parents towards 
Ihdr children.." 

On Boswelt'a consulting him aa to the appoint- 
mcBt of guardians to his children in case of hi* 
death, he said, " Sir, do not appoint a number of 
gnardians. When there are many, they trust one 
to auuther, and the busioesa is nefdected. I would 
advise yon lo choose only one; let him be a maaof 
respectable character, who, for bis own credit, will 
do what is right ; let him be a rich man, so that he 
may be noder DOlciDptatiiin to take adiaotage ; and 
let him tie a man of business, who is nfcd to con- 
duct affairs with ability and eipertuess, to whom, 
' therefore, the esecution of the trust frill not be 
Ijurlhensome.' ' 
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SOCIETY, 

RoussBAti's trcalne on the Inequalilfof mtn- 
Und was 8 faihionable topic. It gave rise to ui 
abterTBtian by Mr. Dempiicr, that the attTtuit^t* 
of fortane and raok vm nolhiog to a wiie oian, 
who ought ID value only merit, Johnion. " If 
nao were a sanige, living in woods by himielf, ihll 
might be irae ; bni in civilized society we all de- 
pend npon eacb other, and oar happineta Is verf 
mocli owing to the good opIniOD of Diankind. Now, 
ilr, in civilized Bodciy, external adnuitaget make 
lu more respected. A man with a good coat upon 
bia back meetg with a better recep^on than be who 
hu a bad one. Sir, yon may aoBijie thi«, and say, 
what is there in it i But (bat will avail yon no- 
thinit, for it 1« a part of a general ajratem. Poaod 
St. Paul's cbnrcb into atomi, and conrider any 
)inj;le atom ; it is, to be enre, good for oolhing; 
but pot all ihese atoms together, and yon bafe SI. 
' PaaVi chnrch. So it ii with hnman felicity, wbich 
i« tnadenp.of niai)jiAgredieDta,eHCh of which may 
be shown to he very Insignificant. In civilized so* 
ciety, penotiai merit will not serve yon so mnch as 
money will. Sir, yon may make the ezperimeul.j 
Oo into the itreet, and give one man a iectnre on 
morality, and another a ■hilling, and see which will , 
respect you most. If you with only to support na>. 
tnre, nr William t*elty fixes yopr allowance at three 
poemds a year ; bnt as limes are much altered, let ' 
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119 call !t SIX ponndi. Thii lam will Hit jonr belly, 
«1]c11er you frnm the weather, and eren get yon a 
ttrnng luting cost, suppoalag It to be made of good 
ball's hide. Now, air, all beyoEid this is artificial, 
and Is deiiired in order to obtun a greater d^ree 
of recpect from our fellow-creatntei : and, air, if 
lix hundred ponodB a year procare s maa more 
cotueqnence, and, of conne, more bappineas, thaD 
lix ponndi a year, the same proportion will hold aa 
10 six thousand, and so ou, as far as opulence can • 
be carried. Perhaps he who hai a large fortune 
may not be so happy us he who has a small one ; 
but thai mnst proceed from other cantes than from 
his having the lai^e fortune; for calerii paribut, 
he who is rich lo a civilized society, must be hap- 
pier than he who is poorj a> riches, if properi} 
nted (and it is a man's awn fault if they are not), 
mast be productice of the highest ulvaulages. 
Money, to be sure, of itself is of no nie ; for lis 
only use is to part with it, RonsKau, and all those 
who deal Id paradoxes, are led away by a chlldlih 
desire of norelty. When I was a boy, 1 naed alwayii 
to choose the wrong side of a debate, becaase moat 
ingenions things, that is to say, most new things, 
could be laid npon it. Sir, there is nothing' foi 
which you may not muster up more plausible argn- 
menis than those which are urged against weakb 
and other external advantages. Why, now, then 
is stealing; why should It be thoDght a' crime? 
When we consider by whatnnJDSt methods property 
has been often acquired, and that what was mijoslly 
sot il mast be u&fuat to lieep, where is the barm in 
one man'« tAIng the property of another from hin } 
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BeBi4ei, iir, when we consider the bad dm Ifaat 
tnsnr people make of their property, and bow miidl 
better use tbe thief may make of it, it may be de- 
feflded la a very allowable practice. Yet, »ir, tha 
experience of mankind hu di«carered stealing to 
be 30 very bad a Ihini;, tbat they malie do scrapie 
to hang a man for it. Wben I was raDninK abotU 
this town a rery poor fellow, I wai a great argaer 
for the adMDtages of porerty ; bnt I was, at the 
tante time, rery rnirry to be poor,. Sir, ^1 the ail- 
ments which are brougbl to represent poverty as no 
eril, shew it to be eridently a great eril. You nerer 
find people labonring to conTince yoo that you may 
liTe Tery bappily upon a plentiful fortune. So yon 
hear people talkinit how miserable a king nin»t be ; 
and yet they all wish to be in his place." 

It waa annealed that kiugB icnst be nnbappy, 
becanse ibey aie deprived of the greatest of all satis- 
fectiona, easy and nnreserved society. Johnson. 
" Tliat Is su.ill-fonDded notion. Being a lung doei 
not exclude a man Trom such society : great kings 
bare always been social. The king of Pmssia, tbe 
only great king at ■ present, is rery social. Charlel 
the Second, the last king of England who was (I 
man of parts, was social ; and our Henrys and £d< 
wards were all social." 

Mr. 'Dempster having enriearonred to mabitain 
tbat intrinsic merit ought to make the only distinc> . 
tloa amongst mankind. JOHNSON. " Why, sir, 
mankind have found tbat ibis cannot be. How 
■hall we determine tbe proportion of intrinsic me- 
rit I Were that to be the only distbtction amongst 
mankind, we should soon quarrel about the degrees 
of It. Were all distinctions abolished, the urong- 
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eat woold not long acqoieKe, bnt would endeavour 
' (o obtain a mperloriry by their bodilf atreugth. 
But, air, u snbonliDBlioD is very necetsary for ko- 
cUty, uid cOdteDtinni (or superioHtr verj dao- 
Keroui, mankind , that is to lay, all ciiilized ostiong, 
bare aettled it upon a pluiii inToriable principle. A 
man is bom to lierediiarr rank; or his being ap- 
pdnted to ceit^n offlcea giTes him a certain rank. 
SabordinatioD tenda greailj to hnman bappineis. 
Were we all npon au equality, we alionid hare mt 
other enjoyment than mere animal pleasnre." 

Boswell Eaid, he cnasidered diatlnction or rank 
(a be of so much importance in civilized society, 
that if he were aeked on the same day to dine with 
the first duke in England, and with the first man in 
Britain for geniae, be abonld heutate which to pre- ' 
fer. JofiNaoN. " To be sure, sir, if yon were to 
dine only once, and it were never to be known 
where yon dined, you woold cboote rather to dine 
frith the first man for genios ; bnt to gwn most re- 
ipect, yon shonld dine with the first duke in Eag- 
land ! for nine people in ten that yon meet with 
would have a higher opioion of you for having dined 
with a duke ; and tbe great geniaa himself would 
receive you better, because you liad been with the 
great dnke." 

He took tare to guani himself agalnat any poB- 
Biblesnspicion that his settled principles of reverence 
for rank and respect for wealth were at all owiiy(t» 
meaif or interested motives; forhe asserted bis own 
independence aa a literary man. " No man," said 
Jw, " who erar lived by literature^ haa lived more 
■odepeudeDtly Ibau I have done." 

He more than once insisted on the duty of main- 
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tuning BUbordiuatloD of rank. " Sir, 1 woold no 
more depriiEa DoMeibaD nf his reipm than of hU 
oooeY. I consider myself as actiDg a part Id Ihe 
. great system of society, and [ do (o olber* at I . 
woold bave them to do to me. I wonid beliaTe to 
■ DobleniBn as 1 ahoald expect he wonld )>ehaTe M 
me, trere I a nobUmaa and he Sam Johnion. Sir, 
there U one Mrs, Macanlay In tbis town, a great 
repoblican. Ooe day, when I was at her hnnse, I 
pat on a very graire connienaace, and swd to her> 
' Madam, I am now become a convert to yonr way 
of thinkliig. I am coDvinced that all mankind ar* 
BpoD an eqnal footing; and to give yon an nnqaea- 
tlonable proof, madam, that I api in earneat, here 
it a very itensible, ciril, well-beha>ed fellow dtizeu, 
yonr (ootmaa ; I desire That be may be allowed ttt 
lit (town and dine with us.' I thai, sir, showed 
bfr the abinrdity of the lerelUng doctrine. She has 
never liked me Mnce. Sir, yonr lerellen wish t» .' 
lercl down as far as themBrlTes; bnl they cadnot 
bear levelling 191 to thnnselTei. They woald aB ,' 
have some people nader them ; why not then have 
some people above them 1" , BosweJl mentioned a 
certain author, who disgusted him by his forwards 
Bess, and by ihowing no deference to noblemen, 
into whose company he was admitted.. Johnsoh. 
" Suppose a ihoemaker ihonld cldm an equality 
with him, as he does with a lord : bow he woqU 
■tare! ' Why, itr, do yon stare?' lays the shoa- 
malcer, ' I do great lervice to society. 'Tis tme, I 
am pud for doing It; bat so are yoo, sir ; and IsiB 
acory to say it, better paid (ban I am, for didng 
something not to necessary ; for mankind could do 
better wlUioiit yonr books than without mj shoes.' 



( Hds, lir, Ihere would be » perpeloal Btrnggle for 

I prccedeuce, nrere there do fiied iDvarinble rnjea for 

I tbe distinction of raiili, which create* do jcaloasy, - 

\ W ii ia aLoned to b« acciileatal." 

^ Id a diBcoaKion whether the preaeot earl of Ba- 

chui, nbcD lord Cardrosg, did right to refase to go 

Kcretuyof emhastf lo Spain, nhea sir James Gmj, 

mmanofinferiorrauk, neot auibasBiidor ) Dr. John> 

100 &iud, " that perbapsia point of interest be did 

wrong; but id poiiitof digailybedid well." Sir Akx- 

. uider MacdoDald ioBisled that be wan wroogj and 

■Bid that Mr. Pitt Intended it aa an adratitageoni 

thing for him. Johnson. " Why, Hir, Mr. Pitt miftbt 

tbiak it BD advantageous thing for bim to make him 

a Tintner, and get him all (he Portugal trade; but 

he would hare ilemeaned bimielf straogEly had he 

Bccejited of BDch a iltaation. Sir, had he gone 

- aecretary, wliile his Inferior tvae ambasBadar, he 

Hoald hiLTebeenatraJlor to'hiireuk and family." 

He talked with a noble enthaiisuu of keepiug up 

the repre«eutatioD of respectable families. His zeal 

DO this subject was a circnmstance in bis charactei 

excifdiugly lemarksble, wheu It is considered that 

he bitnself had no preiensionB to blood. Boswell 

heard him once say, " I bare great merit in ti^ng 

lealoua for uibordiuation and the honours of birth ; 

tor I can hardly tell who was my grandfather." 

He maintuned the dignity and propriety of male 

SBCcession, in oppodtion to tbeo|iinion of one of 

bta friends, nbo bad that day euipluyed Mr. Cbal- 

meis to draw his will, devising bis estate to hta 

three sisters. In preference to a remote heir male, 

Jobusaa called Ibem " three dowdia," and aald, 

with as high a ipiril aa \M boldest baron in the 
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most perfiKt days of the feudal iiruein, " An 
Bttdetit estate ihaald atwarB go to males. It is 
inigbtf fboliih to lu a jtirauger have it because be 
'marries yonr daeghtcr, and takes yonr uune. Ai 
for au estate newly acqnired by trade, yOo may gire 
it, if yon will, to the dog Toatar, and let him keep 

Jofanton was not Ibe less ready loloTeMr. Lang-, 
ton for his beiagofaTcry ancieut family; for fios- 
well has heard him say wllh pleasure, "LanBtan, air, 
has a grant of free wan-en from Henry the Second; 
and cardinal Ste|ihen Langton, in king John's reigti, 
was of (his family." 

One tnoming Bosweil talked of old families, and 
the respect due to them. Johnson. " Sir, you haT* 
a light to that kind of respect, and are arguing for 
yonreetr. 1 am for supporttog the principle, and 
am disinterested In <loliig It, as I have no ench 
right." BoswEtL. " Why, sir, it is one more in- 
dlement to a man to do well." Johmson. " Yei, '■ 
nr, and ii is a mailer of opinion t«ry necessary to [ 
keep soriecy together. What is it but opinion, by '. 
'which we iiHve a respect for authotity, that prevents \ 
ns, wh« are the rabbfc, from rlsingandpultlug down \ 
yoD, tvl>o lire gentlemen, from your places, and say- ' 
iog, ' V/e wilt be gentlemen in our turn.' Nowj 
sir, that reiipf ct for authsr'ily Is much more easily ^ 
granted to a umn whose father has had it, tban to ( 
an upstart; andso society is more easily supported." ' 
BoswELL. " Perhaps, sir, it might be done by tiie 
respect belonging to office, as among the Romans, 
wbere the dress, the toga, inspired reverence." 
Johnson. •' Why, we know very little about the 
Rimans. But sorely it U miich easier to respect a 
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id respect, 

last year uo better thau m 
ulna, and will be no betler next rear. '(In repab- 
Uc8 there \a do reapKI tot autboritf, biu a fear ot 
BoawELL. " At prGBCDt, sir, I think Hebe* 
leem to gain moat reapeci," Johkjon, " No, »lr, 
ricbcB do not gun hearty respect; they only pro- 
cure exterual aileotlon. A very rich maa, fion 
tow begmnlDgg, may buy his election in a borough ; 
bal, caleri! paribiu, a man of family will be pre- 
ferred. People will prefer a man for who«e father 
their fathers have voted, thongh they shonld get w> 
more money, or even less. That shows that the re. 
ipect for fanijly is not merely fanciful, bnt baa an 
actual operation. If gentlemeo of family wonld 
allow the rich npstaiti to spend their money pro- 
fusely, ivhich they are ready enongh to do, and not 
vie with t))em in eipeme, the Dpsturts woold soon 
be at an end, and the gentlemen would remain ; bnt 
if the getitlrnien will vie in eipj^nse wilb the np- 
■tarls, which is very foolish, they mnsl be rained." 

When Boawell talked lo bim of the paternal 
eitate to which he was heir, he said, " Sir, let me 
tell yon, that to be a Scotch landlord, where ynn 
have a Dumber of families dependent upon you, and 
attached to you, is, perhaps, as high a sltoailoD as 
humaniiy can arrive at. A tnerchant upon iIk 
'Change of London, ivith a hundred thoasand 
pounds, is nothing; an English duke, with an im* 
men se fortune, is nothing : he has no tenants wbtt 
consider themselces as under his patriarchal ewe, 
and who will follow him to the field npoa an emetw 
gency." His notion of the dignity of a Scotch land- 
lord had been formed upon what he had beard of 
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die HtgUaud chte& ; for It is long tiaee a LotrlBud 

landlord hag been bo curiBiled in hii feudal aatlKV> 
rlty, Ibat be ha« liitle more inflaeDC« oKr hit 
tenants than an English landlord : and of late jwacs 
most of the Highland chiefs hare deslro^ed, by 
nteaos too well known, the prtDcely power nfalch 
they once eojojed. 

Speaking of4he llltle atlaf hment which snbalated 
between near relationa in London, "Sir," tM' 
Johnson, " In a coantry so ciiininerdal ai ontl, 
where ererr man can do fur himaelf, there Is not so 
mnch oceasion for that atlachment. No moa ll 
thoDght (he wone of here, whote brother wat 
bangtd. [^i ancommCrcial countries, many of Ihe 
branches of a family ntant depend on the stock g 
•o, ID order to make the head of the family iqko , 
art of them, they are represented as connected with 
his reputation, that, self-lore being interested, he 
may exert himself to promote their iutereat. Yon 
have first lai^e circle*, or clans ; as commerce in- 
creases, the connexion is confioed to &milieB | by 
degrees, that too goes off, aa haTiog become no- 
necessary, and there being few opportunities of in- 
tercourse. One brother is a merchant in the city, 
and another Is an officer in the guards : how lilite 
Intercourse can these two have '." 

Boswell argued warmly far the feudal ■jsieuii 
sir Alexander Macdoniild opposed it, and talked of 
the pleasure of seeing all men free and iodependent. 
Johnson. " I agree with Mr, Bosivell, that there 
mast be high satisfaction in being a fendal lord) 
bat we are to condder that we ought not to wisli 
to bsTc a numtiet of meu unhappy for the satisfac- 
0on of one." Boewell maintained, that nomberi, 
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nimelTi ^^ TSMah or fdlowen, were OM nohappT, 
for that there ■» a tedprotil uitli&ctjon betwaen 
the lord and them ; he being kind in his aiiCboriti 
owr them— tbey belDg respectful and bixbM to 

On hU hronillo sqbject of robordioMion, JiAo- 

' lOD laid, " So fiir is it from being tme that moa 

/ are nawrally equal, that d« two people can be half 

■ti hoor together, but one shall acquire an endea* 

\ inperiorityoTer the other." 

"^ " In barbarous •ociety," he obMrred, "[»- 
rloritj of parts is of real conaeqaenm. OieB 
«ren«h or great wisdom la of much ralne to an ta- 
tfvidaal: but ta more polished times there aw 
seoDle to do every thing for money ; tad then there 
{^ a jinmber of eiber snpeHorities, snah as tho«i 
efWrth and fortune, and rank, thatdisflpate mens 
attention, and leaw no extaowBuary iliw« otre- 
ipect for personal and iMellecnalwpenotity. TTiIb 
b wUely ordered by ProrMence, to preaerve wme 
eouaBty among mantlnd." , , ,. 

Armorial bearings having b«en menlsMed^oha- 
»n ,nid the, <«« a. >«i«t « the siioieof Thebes, 
which he proMd by a passage InwM of .*e wagedies 
of GnripideB. 

BoBwell mentioned urilh mnoh regret «* fflttia- 
ngauoe of the represenWrtTe of agreat famUy in 
Scotland, by which there was idaager of iW being 
i'viaed : andasJohnion respected iifonts aotiqalty, 
he joined with him in thtnbing it wonld be kappjt 
K this peraon shoold die. Mrs. Thrale aeeased 
iih«ek>d at this, as fandat bat^arlty i and said, " I 
do not underitand thle preference of fhe estate ti> 
Its ownn^-of the land to the man who walks npH 
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Itet land." JoHNMH. " Nay, nadam, it )( not s 
|)nEeceiice of the Usd to iti owner ; it In the pie- 
lirence of a famtlj to an indlridB^ Here Ii aa 
cMabHsbment hi b osniitry, wfelch U of tmpotunee 
for Bgea, not oDlf to the rhief, bat to his people an 
Mtabllrtmtent which etXetiit spwards and town- 
*ntnlt; dni Itais gbonlS be liesiroyed by one idle 
fellow is ■ sad thing. EBlails are good, becm*e it 
li good to pmerre in a coantry terieies of men, to 
wliom the people are aanutomcd to look «p at to 
their leaders. Bnt I aoi for kaviog a qnantltj of 
land Id commerce, to excite iadoilrj, and keep 
money in the conntry; for if do land were to be 
bought Id the coiHitry, there wofild be no eacoa. 
ragemeat to acqaire weiilth, became af&nilycoRM 
not be founded tbeie; or if it were acqaireJ, It 
mnit l»e carried away te aootber coantry whera 
land may be~ bongVrt : asd ^though ilie land In 
nery country will remain the tmae, and be ai fertile 
Where there is no money, aa where there Is, yet a!I 
tliat ponlou of the happiueu of civil lite, which it 
prodDced by money circalaling In a conntry, woald 
be lost." B»«WBi.f- " Tfaea, itr, woald it be for 
tbe advantage of a caantiy that dl iti laada were 
aold at once }" Johnson. " So for, mr, ai meney 
prodnces good, it wmld be so advantage ; for Ibea 
that coantry wmM have as mm± money rircnlalfag 
im it aa It i> wenb.' Bet to be nir« this woald be 
eonetcAalanced ^ advaiitages attending a total 
chmge of propHctora." Boswkll. " I thiak that 
tbe power of entailing ibonld be limited tbns: 
there tboold be one-third, or perhapg <nie-balf, of 
the land of a conntry kept free for commerce i and 
(be prapwdon allowed (o be entiled shoidd be 
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parcelled out lo that no family conld entail ftbovc 
B certain quantity. Let a fomil)', accordiug M the 
ability of ill repreMntatii-es, be richer or poorer iii 
different fieaetadonH, or alwafi rich if ila repre- 
Bentatives be always wise ; but let its abaolnle pcTt 
maDencj be moderiie. .lu this way we Bhoold be 
certun or there being always a niiDiber of establidied 
rooti ; aud aa, in the coutse of uatnre, tbdre la in 
every age au extinction of sotue .familiee, there 
woald be continnal opeuin)^ for men ambitions of 
perpetuity to plant a stork in the entailed ground.'' 
Johnson. " Why, sir, maakiod will be better aUe 
to regnlale the system of entails, when Ihe evil of 
too mncb laod b^og locked np by them is felt, thaa 
ive can do at present, wbeo it Is not felt." 

He thus discoursed npon supposed obligation io 
Kttllng eiiaieH : " Where a miTn gets the unlimited 
property of an estate, there is no obligation ap(m 
him iajvatice to leave It to one person rather than 
to Mother. Tbere.is a motive of preference from 
kitulnett, and this kindness is generally entertuned 
for the nearest relation. If 1 otut a particular man 
a snm of money, I am obliged lo let that man have 
the next money I get, aud cannot in justice let ati., 
other have it; 1)01 if 1 owe money to' no man, I may 
dispose of what I gel as 1 please. There is not a 
debUumjutiitia to a man's next hdr; there is onl; 
a debilum carilalU. It Is plain, then, tfaat I have 
morally a choice, according to ray lilsing. If I bavc 
a brother in wapl, he has a claim from affection to 
my assistance : but if I have also a brother in want. 
whom I like better, he has a preferable cl^m. The 
right of an heir at law is only tliis ; that he is to 
have the succession to an estate, in case no otte; 
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penoD ti appointed lo it liy the owner. HU right 
it iBcriHy preferable lo that of the king." 

'When talkiug of the power of riches, JoliDtOD 
escl^med, " If I were a man of a great niue, 1 
wonld drive all the raacals whom I did Dot like ont 
of the county, at an 'election." 

Bagwell aslied him, bow far he thought wealth 
thonld be eiuploycd in hospitulily. Johmsom. " Yon 
are to consider that ancient hospitality, of which 
we hear so mach, was in ao unconimercial coantr;, 
' when men being idle, were glad lo be rnterlalned 
St rich men'e tables : but in a eoiainercial country, 
abiBycODntry,Einie becomes precious, and therefore 
hosintality ii not ko much valued. No doubt there 
I* still room for a certain degree of it \ and a maa 
haa a (ailsfaction in j^eing hi» friendi eating and 
drinking arcmnd bim : but promiscuous hospitality 
Is not the way to gain real iuQnence. You mast 
help some people at table before others ; yoti must 
aak some people how they like th^r wine oftener 
lh«i others : you therefore offend nloi-e people 
than yon please. Yoa are like the French itatea- 
man, who B^id, when be granted a favonv, Jai fait 
<fir tmitoiUftiti tl on In^rnf. Besides, sir, being 
entertained ever so well at a man's (able, impresses 
Do'lastiug regard or esteem. No, sir, the way to 
make sore of power and inflaeuce is, by lending 
money coDfidentially to your neighbours at a small 
inteiesC, or perhaps at no interest at all, and baring 
their bonds in your possession." Boswbll. " Hay 
not a man, sir, employ his riches to adrautage, in 
edocBttng young men of merit ?" Johnson. " Yes, 
■ir,ifther fallin yoDiweiTi bulUil be uoderstood 
*M joa patronize young men of merit, yon will 
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be baruned with lolicttattoiK. Ton nill have mmt-' 
bers forced upon yon, vrba hiTC uo merit ; gone 
wilt force Ihem upon yon from nittuken pvttalit]', 
Bod some from dowari^t imemted motives, with- 
Ont B (cmple ; Bad yon will be diBgraeed. Were I 
a rich man, I noald propagate all kindi of trce> 
that will grow in the open ait. A grcen-houBe Is 
efalldi«h. [ would introduce foreign nnimaU Into 
thecoantry; for instance, the reio-deer."* 

Otwerving some beffgara ia the street as they 

waited aloDg, BoBwell said to him, " I sapposa 

tbere Is do clrillied country In the worid wbera 

J the misery of want In the lowest dasses of tlte peo* 

;' pie ts prereDied." Johhbon. " I believe, air, tfaere 

, If not ; but it U better tbat 101116 should be nubappy, 

; than that none sbonid be happy, which wontd tw 

tbe case in a general state of eqnali^." 



NATIONS. 

JoHHSON Koited Ihe idea- of oatiMt having^ pa. 
cnliar characteristics. He (aid, " there is no p«r- 
naoenl natural character j it varies according to ctr> 
camatBDces. Alexander swept the great India : now 
(he Turks sweep Greece." 

Hewhuof oplnhra that the English notioircDttU 
lated both their soil and tbeir naioa better tliaa 



!t hu ilnu bmi ie»lI»iL Sit Hentj LW- 
■ iplTlttd tour Into Lapland, brDught two 
""'"" imlKiluid, whne thej brefli 






•^ other piM>{de ; bat admitted that the FreDch^ 
tboagb Dot the highest, perhaps, iu any departmeat 
of litostare, yet id erery depsrtmect were very 
bi^. iDtellectnal pre-emiDence, be obwrred, wm 
IbebiKhett guperioriiy; and that every aation dc- 
artd their highest repatuia^^iD the spleiulovr 
aDddigsilyoftbeir writers. M|lf<ire, hesnid, m* 
a good narrator, and that his princii^ merit ei>»- 
^Ued ID aliappy sdectioB aad arraogemeDt of cir- 
cnnutaDceB. Speaking of the Freach naTek, com* 
ptrcd with Rlchardaon's, he said, they night 1m' 
pretty tiaiibleB — bat a wrea wu bat ui eagle. In at 
LuiD coDTerMtioB with the Pete Boacoritch, at the 
hoow of Kts. Cholmondeley, he maintained the 
anperiority of air laaac Newton over all fordgn phi- 
losophera, with a dignity and eloqaence that inr- 
pdsed that learned fareiguer.* It l>dng obeerred 
to bin, that a rage for every thing Engiish jafe- 
Tuled much in France, after Lord Chatham's glo- 
rlooa war ;. he said, he did not wonder at it ^ fer thai 
we had drabbed those feilowi into a proper reTerencs 
for us, and that their oatiODal petulance required 
periodicid chastisement. 

He observed, " The great in France i»e nty 
lOagnilkeDtiy, IJut the reft very miserably. Them 
is no happy middle state as Id England. The shops 
of Pari* tire mean ; the meat in the markBla is sucii 

• Id ■ dlHouiH br di WUUMa Joaei, la^iema to the 
Isitic Society, Febniuy«t, 1118, ittba '"--■-ir'Tlll 
'*OlHDf thnnuHt uigBclaluin«DiDlhit ji^,irhaco»tllul«^ 
Ihi>p«, ID Impnneuiilidoni It. Samuel Johoion, lemukcA 
In my hearing, cbac if Ne* 
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M waakl b« mm to a gaol In Engbuid : and Mr. 
lliraJe jDitlj observed, that the cookery of the 
French waa forceil upon thim b; neceaaitj'; for 
thej could not eix their niett nuleu they added 
■ome tatlt to it The French are an indellcMe 
people ; tbej will qiit upon Roy place. At madanl 
*■■■'(,& liteiary lartjr of rank, the foolmao took 
the tugar iu h'lB Gugers, aad threw it into my (oBee. 
I was going to pnt it aalde ; but hearing It was made 
DD pnrpose for lae, 1 er'n tasted Tom's fingers. Tbe 
iamc lady would needs make Utdl'^nghite. Ilie 
tpoDt of the tea-pot did not pour freely; she bade 
tbe footman blow into it. Prance ii worse tbaa 
Scotland in every thing bnl climate. Nature ba« 
done more for the French ; hot they hare done less 
for themselTef , than the Scolcb have done." 

He laid Ibe poor iu England were better pro- 
vided for than in any other country of the same 
extent ; he did not mean little caoloni, or pettf re- 
pnblics. " Where a great proportion of the people," 
■aid be, " arc suffered to languish in helpless misery, 
that country most Ik ill policed, and wretchedly 
governed ; a decent provision for the poor is the 
true test of dvlIizatioD. Gcatlemen of education," 
he obserred, " were pretty much the same in all 
conntriesj the condition of the loner orders, (the 
poor eipecialiy) was tbe true mark af nalloniil dis- 

Bon weir having obicrved, that it was strange hoiv 
well Scotchmen were known to one another in their 
own conntry, thouf^h born in very dislanC counties; 
for we do not liud that the gentlemen of neigh- 
bonriug coDDliea in England arc oiDtually known to 
each other : Johnson, with hU usual ui 
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■eason of Oris : "Wif, 
I sir, jou uaTcErilabDrgh, wbere the i gentlemen from 
l all yonr coantiei meet, uid which ii oot to l(tr^ 
: hat that tbey are bH known. There i) do such 
I CMUmoi] plwe of CQllectioD Id England, enept Lon- 
[ don, where, from Its great rize and diffbslon, maiif 
I <rf thow who reside Id conti^ooai covDikB of Eug. 
iMtd, may long remun unknown to each other." 

He defended his remark opon the )(eBeTBl loBnf- 
ficiency of edncBti«n in Scotland, and confirmed w 
Boawell the aothenticitf of hii witty i^lng on the 
learning of the Saotd^-" Tlelr leaning it like 
bread in a besieged town : erery man gets a little, 
but no one gets a foil meal." "There is," sudlie, 
" In Scoilanda profnrioBof learniag,acertain por- 
tion of it widelj and thinly spread. A merchant 
has as moch levning aa one of their clergy." 

Boswell put him in mind, that the landlord al 
EDon, in Scotland, sud tbat he heard he was th« 
greKteit mui in Esgland — nest to Lord Mastfldd. 
" Ay, air," Kai be, " tbe eiceptian defined lh» 
MeB. A Seotidiman conld fa do farther i 

■ Tks ftav* tf utwt-emiM no futtiar (*.' * 

He cAserred, that •* the irish tnte *>e(ter wkh 
the En^ish than the fieotdi do ; their laDgnaf;e it 
nearer to En^sh ; m a pT«yf of which they sncceeS 
*ery well as playem, wbich Scotchmen do not, 
tlKn,sir, they bare not that extreme nationaStf 
irtiich we Sod in the Scotch. I will do yon. Bos- 
well, the ]asiice to BSytliKI ;ou are the ntoat <m- 
wMf jifed of yoar conitlT7men. Vou are almoM tin 
•n^ instance «f -a SoMduiKM that I hare known. 
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wbodtd Dot, Bt every Other sejKCDCe, bring luMibe 
other Sculchmnn." 

Df. Bai'iiBi'd, novr br«bop of KillBbw, baring one* 
espi¥sied to him an appreheuiioD, ttaat, if he should 
visit Irdancl, he might treat the peoj^ of that 
country more unfavunrably tban he bad done the 
Scotch; be answered, with strong doable-edged 
wit, " Sir, you have no reason to be afraid of me. 
The Iiiebsre not in acoiiipiracy to cheat the world 
by false representations of the merits of their coon- 
trymen. No, sir; the IrUb are ayiijr/ieiip/;,- tbey 
never spealt well of one another." 

Wo. XII. 

LIFE, 

Pining at the MJire, Boswrll atlempled to argnf 
for the superior bHppicess of the Bava^e life, apon 
jthe nanal fanciful topics. Johnson. "Sir, there 
can be nothing more false. The savages bave at/ 
bodily adFiiDtages beyoud those of civilized men : 
they have not bettef health ; and as to care or - 
mental uneauorss, they are not above it, but below 
Itj like bears. No, sir ; yon are not to talk anch 
paradgK : let me have uo more oti't. It cannot en- 
tertain, far less can it instruct. Lord Mouboddo, 
one of your Scotch judges, tallied a great deal of 
•neb nonsense : 1 suBVred Aim, but I will uot suffer 
ffou." BoswELL. " But, sir, does not RouBnean 
talk snch nonsense ?" Johnson. " True, rfr, btU 
Rousseau inoiei be is talking uoDseose, and langlii *■ 
ptthe worldforstairingathim." Boswell. "Htnt -^ 
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Johnson. " Why, eir, a idaa tvbo talk* 
so well, maU know Hial be is talkibg; non. 
KDse; but i ani aft-aid (chackliuj; and laughiug) 
Monboddo docs uot kaow that he is lalkiog uOD- 
Knse." BofiWBLL, " Is it wrong then, atr, to af- 
iect singalarity, in order to make people Etare?" 
Johnson. " YeSp 'f yoa do il by propagating error : 
Mid, indeed, it is wron); in any way, Tbere is in 
bnmaii aatore a general inclination to make people 
Btare j aod eTery wise man has himself to cure of 
it, and does cure himself. If yon wish to midie 
people stare bj doing better tliim others, why, m»ke 
. them stare till they stare thnr eyes oat. Bat con- 
sider how easy it is to make people stare by being 
absBrd, ! may do it hy going into a drawing- room 
withont my shoes. You remember the gentleman 
in the Spectator, who had a commission of lanacy 
taken out against him for his extreme singularity, 
gnch aa uei'er weaiiiig a wig, but a nightcap : nan, 
sir, abstractedly, the nightcap was the best; but, 
relaUvely, the adrautage was overbalnnced by tiis ^ 
making the boys ruji after hinj." 

Tlie modes of lli^ing in different countries, and 
the Tarious riews with which men travel in quest of 
new scenes, having beea'lalked of, a learned gentle- 
man, who holds a coiisiderdlile office )□ the law, ex- 
patiated on the happiness of a savage life ; and . 
meniloned an instance of an officer who had acioally 
lived for some time in the wilds of America, of 
nbom, when in that slate, he quoted this reSec- 
tioD with nu air of admirqtioD, aa if it had been 
deeply philosophical : " Here am I, free and unre- 
Htrained, amidst the rude magnificence of nature, 
' irith Ihi:! Indian woman by my side, and this gon. 
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with wblcb I am procnra hoi when I wuit It:- 
wbat nore can be desired for haman bnppiaeH i"* 
R did not require nuch Nmodiy la foretee tbat 
•neb a oeDtiment would aot be permitted to paas 
tfltboat daa kntmadTereioD. JotnMoit. " Do aM 
allow fonndf, »ir, ttTbe Impoaed npon b; inch 
grou finnrdlt; i it is lad Hotr ( it is brutisl). If a 
boll could tpeak, be might as well ezcldm. Here 
■nl with this cow and this grau; wbK bring can 
enjof greatrr frlidljr ?" 

Bmwell. " I am well assored that the pe«ple of 
Otabeite, who hare the bread tree, tbe- frvit of 
wblchserres them for brtad, iBOgbedbeartllj'when 
thej were iDfomed of tbe tedious process necessary 
<rith Bi to ^inebrvad — ploaghing, towlag, harrow- 
hig, reaping, tbreAing, grinding, bakin;." John- 
■OK. ** Whf, air, all Igaorant saragas wilt tangh 
when tber are lold of tbe adTaotsges of drlUted 
lift. Were iron to leH men, wbo live wltbobt boatea, 
howwet^bricknptmbrick.andrarternponrafler, ' 
and UlBl after a hoiue Is raised to a certain height, 
a man tumbles off a Maffold, and breaks his seek— 
he- wookl laugh heartily at onr folly in baildtDg : 
but It does not fotlotv that men are better wtthont 
bmses. No, sir, (holding up a aliceof agoodloaf,) 
tills is belter than ibe bread tree." 

Dr. Johosoti talked with approbation of one who 
had attained to the stale of the philosophical wise 
man, thM la, to bate no want of any thing. Bos- 
WBLI.. "Then, tW, tbe sarage Ii a wise man,~ 
Johnson. " Sir^ I do not mean eimplj being with- 
out, bat not hnving a want." Boswell m^ntaioed 
against this proporitloo ; that it was better to hare 
Sne clothes, for inataac^ than not to feel the want 
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<tf tluin. JoKHSOH. " Nn, air; fine Clotlin ore 
ffnd oiiljr sa tb^ Kupply tbe wobIb of other meau* 
of procnriDf rcBpecu Wm Charles tbe Twdfih, 
tkiok yoa, hua ■ leaptcttA fut bis coarae blue cmt 
inA black EtMk i And f oo fiad the king of Proi^ 
drcBsei plaio, becaaae Ihe diguil; of hla character Ib 
mfficient." BotvnU here bros^t himself into ■ 
■crape ; for be beedleaaly said, " Woold not yew, 
ilr, be the better for velret embrddeiy i" J*tiK> 
SON. " Sir, jon put an end to ail argument when 
Ton iDUiMlEKe your opponent bimtelf^ Han joa no 
better maiiDert ? There is your leant." 

He bad been la eompanj with Omai, % natira of 
one of the Sooth Sea Islaada, was sttnck'wlth tbe 
elegaora of hit behaTioor, and accuiuited for U 
thos : " Sir, lie had passed bli tiiie, while in Eog* 
land, oiiIt in the best company ; so that all he had 
aoqinred of ont manners was genteei. As a proctf 
of this, sir, lord Mnlgrave and he dined one day at 
Streatham ; they >at with their backs to the liglit, 
froDting nie, io that L cobM not Hee diatinctlf ; and 
there was so Itttle of tike sarage iu Om^, that I ww 
ttnid to speak to either, lest I riieold mistake one 
for the other." 

A ^ntleman expresaed a wish to go and live three 
yean at Otafaeite, or New Zealand, in order to ob- 
tain a fiill aequ^ntanee with people so lotaliy dif- 
ferent tram ail thai we have. ever known, and be 
satisfied what port aalnre can do far man. John. 
SOK. "What could you learn, sir? What can 
' sarases tell bu what tbey themsetrei have seen t 
Of the past, or the iDvisible, they can tell uotbius. 
Tbe inhatntanti of Otah^iie and New Zealand arc 
■otlna swttof pore ualnrei lor it Is plain Ihqr 
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bnAe olTfrbta lome other people : had Ihey grono 
ont of the Eronad, you inigbc bnvu jad^i^ of a state 
'of pure nalDre. Fanclfnl people niHjr talk of a my- 
Ihalogy being amongst them ; but il must be inrea- 
tion : they have once bad religion, which has been 
gradually debased. And what account of their re- 
ligion cau yoa supjxiBe to be learned from savage* i 
Only consider, sir, oar own «iate : our retiRlon Is in 
a book ; we hare an order of meu wlinse duty it is 
to leach it j we have one day in the week set apart 
for it — and this it in general pretty welt observed ■. 
jM aHk the first ten grosa men yon meet, and hear 
what they can tell of their religion." 

He maintained that a boy at school was the hap- 
piest of human beings. Boswell supported a diSer- 
ent opioion — that a man is happier ; and enlar^ 
npon the anxiety and snSerlngs which are endured 
■t school. Johnson. " Ah ! sir, a boy'« being 
flogged is not to severe as a man's having the hiaa 
of the world against him, ^lAi have a soiicltade 
about fame ; and the greater sbani they bare of it, 
the more afraid they are of losing i(." 

At another time, Boawell having mentioned 
Hume's aotioo, that all who are happy are equally 
bappy; a little miss with a new gown at a danciug- 
•cbool ball, a general at the head of a victorious 
army, and an orator, after hanng made an eh>. 
quent speech io a gieat aanembly. JoHHSOH, 
" Sir, that all who are happy are equally bappy, 
is not true. A peasant and a philosoplier may 
be equally lalU/led, but not equally Mppy. ^ajh 

COQSciQUsncsfi. A peasant ha* out capacTlyfor ha- 

vUrB~equiil happiness with a pl)ilosopber,' Tbii 






qnalion wu very bappi); illustrated bj the Ber. 
Mr- Robert Brown, at Utrecht ; " A bido]! drinklag 
. glass aud a large one," said he, " isa; be eqwUlf 
. full, but the lacne one holds more than the lainjt." 
Boawell maiDtaineii, that Hiiraee was nr^g In 
placiDg happinesa in nil admlrari, as he tbonght ad- 
miration one of the most agreeable of all onr feel- 
ings ; and regretted that he had lost mncb of hia 
disposition to admire, which people geaerallj do as 
thej advance in life. Johnson. " Sir, as a man 
advances in life, be gels what is Itetier than ad. 
miration — judgment, to estimate Ih'w^ at their 
trne valae." Roswell. "But admiration is more 
pleasing than judgment, as lure Is more |ilea«iDg 
than friendship. The feeling of friendship is like 
that of being comfortably filled with roast beefj 
lofe, like being enlirened with champagne." Johh. 
sow. " No, sir, admiralioD and love are like being 
intoxicated nith champagne; judgment and friend- 
ship like being eulirened. Waller has bit apon'lhe 
same Ihougbt iviih yoa: but I don't believe yon 
have tiorrowed from Waller, I wish yon nonkl en> 
able Tonrself to borrow more." 

One afiemoOD, as he was driring rapidly along 1» 
a post-chaise, he s^d to Bosnell, " Life baa not 
many thfngs t>etler than this." On another oces- 
uon.howei'er, when he and this gentleman were 
retnruing to tovrn, from the name etcnrsien into 
the ccwDtry, the latter says, " I enjoyed the Inxnry 
of onr approach to London ; that metropolis which 
we both loved so mncb for the high and varied 
Intelieclnal pleainre which it fnruislies. I experi- 
enced immediate happiness while whirled along with 
■iKh a companion, and said to bim, ' Sir, yoa oh- 
■erred oae day at general Oglett)orpe's, that a mtut 
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li DCTcr happT for the pramt, bnt nhen ha I* 
drank ; will jon not add — or nfaen dririag npIiBjr 
in m paM-cbaise ?' Johniok. ' No, ilr, ysn an ' 
dririag npidlf^t'Din uinetbiDg, or l« HmKthlDg.' " 
Eno Id Ijoiidon, to which be wu Kt mnch W- 
tsahed, he could uy, " Tbat man is atnr hoppf 
for Ihe preKDt Is to tnte, that all Jiis relief fran 
anhappineu b only fbrgettiughimMlf aKttle while. 
Life is a proBTcn from want to want, not from ea~ 
]o;iaeiit to eqjorawot." And one daf^ enlar|tii( 
upon Pope'i metancbolT remark, 

' Maa nn^ b. bat alvm U it biHt,' 

he asserted, that the pretMt m* nnef a bappj 
atale U> ko)' hamao being ; bat thU, aa ererf part 
of life, of whid we are coiudoaa, was at tOMe 
point of time a period yet (o come, in which frlkitr 
wta expected, there was aooie bappiuesa prodacad 
by hi^. Being preued Upon this anbject, and 
asked if be reallf was of opinion, that tlioaeh, is 
general, happinta* was eery rare in hauau liftv ■ 
man was not sometlmea happy )o the momeat ^K 
waa present, he onawered, " Nenr, bnl when be 

I>iDing M «a escelleat tnn at Chapel Hcmae, aftor . 
a ride through Blenheim park, be expatiated on the 
felicity of En^tiod in its lavetns and inns, and Dri- 
■mphed over the French for not haviDg, in an; per. 
fecdoD, the taren life. " lliere ii no private 
home," sajd he, " In wbteh peopte can anjojr. 
themselves *o well as at a capital tavern. Let thera 
be erer >o great [^nty of good thinga, erer «o mack 
gModenr, wer ao mnch elegance, ever to moch do- 
•ire that every body ahonld be eaq> i b the nature 



of things it caiuiot be : there muat aliviiya be some 
degree of care auc! auxiety. The Qiaster of the ; 
honie ia BDx'iouj 10 euterlaia his ituesta; Ihe guests ] 
are anxious to be agreeable to him ; and do man, 
hnt a very impudeui dog iriileed, can as frt-elj com. ' 
tnand nhat ia in another Dian's house as if it were < 
his own : whereas, al a tavern, lliere 19 a general' 
freedom from anxiety. Yuu are aure you are wel-i 
coiDC : and' the more noise yoa taalie, the more 
(rouble yon gire, the more good things you c^I for,' 
the welcomer you are. No Berraut wilL attend yon \ 
with the alacrity which waiters do, who are incited I 
by the prospect a! an iromediate re*-ard in proper- t 
tion as they please. ~Nn, sir; there ia nothing ' 
' which has yet been contrired by man, by which io ■ 
much happiness is produced as by a good tavern or 
inn,"» He then repeated, with gieat emotion, 
Shenstone's lines — 

" Wlioe'cT hu tnTclled life's duU lounil. 



Another time, at supper, he talked of good eM- 
iDg nitb Djicomoian satisfaction. " Some |ieople,' 



domwle ebjoymi 



fn>m •Dlidtuds : when I un H 



eaid he, " bare a foolish waj of not mliuUi^, or 
prctrading not to miod, what tLey e>L For mj 
part, IminrtiBj belly «ery«tadioii»l]>, and Tei7care- 
fnlljr; for I look npoa it, tbat be wbo doe* not 
mlud his belly nUl hardly mind any thing eUe." 
Boiwell addi, >' Us now appeared to me Jean BvU 
pAUotopAe, and he was fur (be momeDt not oolj 
sErioui, but vehement. Yet I bate heard him.iipon 
other occasioDs, talk with great cooteoipt of people 
who were aoxions to gtaiify their palates j and the 
tirenty-aixih namber of his Rambki is a mastGrl]: 
essay aftainst gnloaiiy. His practice, indeed,! most 
adtnowledge may be considered as casttog tbe ba- 
lance of his different opinions apon this subject ) 
for I nerei imew any man relish good eating as be 
4id, When at table he was totally absorbed in the 
bosineis of the moment ; his looks seemed rivetted 
(o his plate; nor would he, unless when io veij 
high coiopany, say one word, or ereu pay (he least 
attention to what was lald by othen, till be had 
satisfied bis appetite, which was so fierce, and in- 
dulged with such inteoseoesB, that while In the act 
of eating, tbe reins of bts forehead swelled, and 

' generally a strong perspiration was visible. ,To 
those whose sensations were delicate, tblsconld not 
bot be disgnsliug; and It was doubtless not verj 
suitable to the character of a philosopher, who 

' should be distlngtilshed by self-command. Bat It 
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mnK be owned, that Johoson, tbongh he could be. 
rigidly abitendout, wag not a temperatt miui either 
in eating or lirlnklDg. He could refrain, but be 
could not use moder&telj. He told me, that he 
had faaCed two dajpi without iDConTeaieDce, and 
that he. had never beeu hungry but once. They who 
beheld with wonder how mucb be eat apon all oc- 
casions when his diuner wai to hii taste, could not 
eaailjr conceive what he mnst have meaat bj hun- 
Eer; and not only was be remarkabie for the extra* 
ordinary qnaiitit)' which he ^at, bat he was, or af- 
fected to be, a man of very nice discerumept in tbe 
■dence of cookery. He used to descant critically on 
tbe dtthes which had been at table where be had 
dined or supped, and to recollect very miantely 
what he had liked. J remember, when he was in 
ScDtlaad, his praising Oorion'i palatet, (a did) of 
palates ui the Honourable Alexander Gordon's) with 
a waj-mth of expreseioo which might have done 
houoar to more impoitaat subjects. ' As for Mac- 
laorin's imitation of a made diah, it was a wretcbed 
utempi.' He, aboat the name time, was so much 
displeased with jhe performances of a nobleman's 
French cook, that he exclaimed with vehemence, 
'I'd throw such a rascal iaio the river ;' ami 'he 
then pn>ceeded to alarm a lady at whoee house be 
was to sup, by [be following manifesto of liis skill i 
* I, madam, who Ure at a variety of good' tables, 
am a- much better judge of cookery, ilian any person 
wh6 has a very tolerable cook, hot lives much ai 
hoaie ; for bis palate is gradually adapted to the 
taste of his cook; wliereal, madaiii, in trying by a 
wider range, I cau more exquisitely judge.' When 
ianled to dine, eren with an intimate friend, ti« 



was Dot pleased If something better thaa a plaiii 
dinner was not prepared fur him. I have beard 
hlmaajr, ou such an occasion, 'This nas a good din> 
net enough, to be sure ; but it was nut a dinner to 
atk a inaa to.' On the oiher hand, he was wont to 
express, with great glee, bis saiiafaction when he 
had been entertained quite to his mind. One day, 
when he had dined with hia neighbour and landlord 
JD Bolt.conrt, Mr. Allen, the printer, whose old 
housekeeper bad studied his taste in evecy thing, 
he pronounced this eulogy ; ■ Sir, we could not have 
bad a better dinner had there been a synod of 

He said, " Many things which are false are trans- 
luilted from book to buoti, and gaiu credit in the 
world. One of these is the cry against the evil of 
Innarj. Now the trnih is, that loKar; produces 
lanch good. Take the Inauryof buildings in Lon- 
don ; does it not produce real advantage in the con- 
veniency and elegance of accommodation, and this 
all from the' exertion of industry ? People will tell 
you, with a meiaocboly face, how many builders 
are in gaol. It is jilain they are in gaol, not for 
building, for renlsare not falleu. A man gives half- 
a-guiuea for a dish of green pease ; how much gar- 
deuing does this occai-ion I tiow many labourers 
must the competition to hare snch things early in 
the market keep in emplvymeni l You will liear it 
said, very gravely, ' Why was not the half gniuea, 
thus spent in luxury, given to the poor ? To how 
Inany might il^have afforded a good meall Alas! 
bas it not gone to the indialtiout poor, whom it ts 
belter to support than the Wte poor? Youaremoch 
wreribat you are dtdug good when foil jioiriBoiie; 
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to IboM who vurk, as the rKompeuce of their la- 
boar, than when j'ou ght ■none]' uiprclf iu charity. 
Sappoee the ancknl lunury of ft diah of peacocki' 
bnuni were to he retived, liowmanjr carcases wotild 
be left (o the poor at a cheap rale ! and an to Che 
rant that is niude about people who are rained bj 
eilraTagaace, it is no matter to the uaiion that 
■ome individuals suder. When bo much general 
prodnclire exerlioo ia the consequence of luiBiy, ' 
the nation does not care thoujih there are debton 
In gaol : nay, they would not care though their 
freditors were there too." 

He, Dr. Goldemith, and Boswell, dined at geae- 
ral C^lelhorpe's. Goldsmith expatiated on the 
commoD topic, that the race of our people was de- 
generated, and that this was owing to tnxnry. 
JoBNSON. " Sir, in the first place, 1 doubt the fact. 
1 believe there are as many tall men in England now 
U ever there were. But, eecondlj, supposing the 
gtatnre of our people to be dimiulahed, that is nut 
owing to luxury ; for, sir, consider 10 how rery 
tmilla proportion of our people iuinty can reach, 
Onr soldiery, surely, are not loKurions, who Uve on 
sixpence a day ; and the s»me remark will apply to 
almost all the other classes. Luxury, so far as it 
reaches the poor, willdn good to theraceof peoitlej 
it willslreiigthen and multiply them. Sir, no nation 
was ever hurt by luxury ; for,, as 1 said before, it can 
reach but to a very few. I admit that the great in- 
crease of commerce and maunfaclnrea hurts the 
military xpirit of a people ; because it produces a 
competition for aomelhing else than martial ho- 
nours, — a competition for riches. It also hurls the 
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bodlei of lie peo|rie ; for ynn will obserre, Ibere h 
DO Bisn who works at any parlicalar trade, bnt fon 
BMy bDowJnm, from hU appearance, to da 80. One 
part or the other of Ms body being more used than 
the rest, he is in loate degree deformed ; but, sir, 
that Is Dot laxurj. A tailor eita crois-legged j bnt 
tbatiaaot lomry." Gm-DsMiTH. " Come, yonVe 
jnat gaing to the same place by iooiher road." 
JoBNBoN. "Nay, air, I mj that is not hixurj. Let Bt 
telle a walk from Chitricig- cross to Whitechapel, 
through, I suppose, the greatest series of shops Id 
the viorld : what is there [n auf of these shops, (j( 
rm except gio-shops) that Cftn do any hnznan being 
anj harm ?" Ooldshith. " Well, sir, I'll accept 
year challenge. The very next shop to Ncrthom- 
berland- house is a pickle-ahop." Johnson. " WeB, 
»tr : do «« not know that mj maid can, in one af- 
ternoon, maiie pickles sufficient to serve a whole f&- 
mily for'a year? nay, that fire pickle-shops can 
•erre all the klngdoDi .' be^des. Sir, there is no 
harm deue to any body by tbe tbaklng of pickles, or 
the efliing of pickles." 

" Oeslrous of caJting Johnson fbrth to talk'," says 
BoBwell, " and exercise his vrit, though I ehanld 
myself be tbe object of it, I resolutely ventured to 
andertake the defence of convivial indnlgence \o 
wine, though he was not (o-oighc in the oioil gc- 
nit^ bamour. After urging the common plausible 
t^ics.Iat last h&d recourse to the maxim, ' fnirAM 
uerilai — a man who is well warmed with wine wlH 
apeak truth.' " Johnson. " Why, ?ir, timt may 
be an argnmeirt for drinking, tf yon suppose intn in 
■general to be liars: bnt, sir, I would not keep 
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conipauy with a fellow, wbo lies as long as he )■ 
Miber, and whom ycm must make drank before yon 
can get a won) of Irntb out of him." 

He allowed indeed, tbat few people 'had inlel]ec> 
tnal KBOnnxs snfflcieDt to forego the pleuares of 
wine : thejf could not otherwise contrive how to fill 
die interval between dinner and sapper. 

Indeed, notwithstanding his reraarh on happinem 
■hove qnoied, made at geoer^ Oglethorpe's, lie 
was far from an adrocate for wine. Accordingly, he 
often recommended to Boawell to drink water only : 
" for yon are then sare not to get drank ; whereas, 
if yon drink wine, yon are never itare." Bosndl 
nid, drinking wine was a pleasure which he waf 
nnwilling to give op. Johnson, " Why, sir, there 
is no donbtthat not to drink wine is agreatdednc- 
fiini from life : bnt it may be oecesMry." Ma how- 
ever owned, tbat in his opinion, a free use of niae 
did not shorten life; and said, he wonld not give 
less for the life of a certain Scotch lord (whom he 
named), celebrated for hard drinking, than for that 
of a sober man. " Bat stay, [added he, trlth hit 
usual intelligence and accnracy of inquiry) does it 
take mnch wine to make hioi drunk i" Boswell. 
" A great deal either of wine or strong pnnch." 
JoONioN. " Then chat is the worae." Probably he 
reasoned thus : " A fortress which, soon snrTeoden 
has its walls less shattered than when a long and 
obstinate resistance is made.'' 

He said, " Every man is to take existence on the 
terms on which it is gicen to him. To some men It 
Is gircii on condition of not taking liberties, which 
Mlier meo may take withmit much harm. One may 
diiolc wine and be nothing ilie none for ii j ou an- 
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li^ure him bath itf boily and mind, and, pi^i'liaps, 
make him commit someChlog for wliich he may ile< 
Ktm to be hanged." 

Aoother time, Boswell, fiiidjng him Etill perse- 
vering ID Ilia sbstiaence from wiue, reiilured to 
apeali to him of it. Johnson. " Sir, I have no ob- 
jection to a man's drinking wiue, if he can io it ia 
moderation. I foand myself apt to go to excess in 
tt, and therefore, after having been for some time 
without it, on account of illueas, I thought it tteller 
not to return to il. Everyman is to judge for hiiu- 
felf, according to tbe effects which he ex[ierieDces. 
One of the fathers teils us, he found fasting made 
bim so peevish, that he did not practise it," 

Though.he often enlarged upon theevilof intoxi. 
cation, he was by no means harsh and unforgiving 
to those who indulged in occasioual excess in wine. 
One of his friends came to sup at a tavern with, 
him and some other gentlemen, and too plainly dis- 
covered that he had drank too much at dinner. 
When one who loved mischief, thinking to produce 
tl severe censure, asked Johnson, a few days afler- 
wuds, " Well, air, what did your friend say to yon, 
»s an apology for being in Kuch a situation ?" John- 
son answered, " Sir, be said all that a man Mhoulii 
taj : he said he was sorry for it.'' 

He gave a very judicious practical advice npon 
this subject i " A man who has beeo drinkiug wine. 
at all freely should never go into a new company. 
With those who have partaken of wine with him, 
he may be pretty well in unison ; but he will pro- 
bably be offensive, or appear ndiculous, to olbei; 
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" On WidDesdaj, Jalj 6," tap BMVrrll, " be WM 
engaged to lup with nie at nijr 1odgln|* in DowDing- 
Kreel, Weslminitet : but on the preceding night 
m; landlord hariDg behaved rery mdely to me and 
some compaDy who vtere with me, I bad reMlred 
not to remain another ulghl In liii home. I wu 
nceedioglr uneasf at the awkward appearance I 
tnppoaed 1 ehonid make to Jobnaon and the otber . 
gentlemen wbom I bad invited, uot being able to 
mxlre ibem at home, and being obliged to order 
fnpper at Ihe Mitre. I went to Jabnion iu the 
momlnjt, and talked of it as of a serioui distress. 
He langhed; and s^d, ' Consider, Sir, how inslgni- 
flcant tblH will appears twelvemonth hence.' — Were 
this consideration to be applied la most of the little 
TezalbHis Incidents of life, by which onrqaietistoo 
offtD diitarbed, it wontd prevent many paliifUl >en- 
HtinnB. I liave tried it frequentljr with good efTecl. 
* There la nothing,' coilinned he, ■ in this might; 
mIsfOTtune) nay, we shall be better at the Mitre.* 
I told biin, that I had been at sir John Fleiding'i 
office, complaining of my landlord, and bad bera in- 
formed, that though I had taken my lodgings for a 
year, I might, npon proof of his bad behavioaT,4iDit 
thnn wfaeu I pleased, wiihont being noder an oblU 
gntion to pay rent for any longer time than while I 
posseased them. The fertility of Johnson's mind 
csnld abow itself ecen npon so small a m&lter ai 
tbii. ' Why, sir,' siud he, ' 1 sappoae Ibis mnst be 
the law, since you hare been told so in Bow-street. 
Bnt tf jonr landlord conld bold yon to yoar bargain, 
and tlie lodgings shonid be yonrs for a year, jta 
may certainly use them as yon think fit. So, sir, 
JOB may quarter two life-goardsmen upon him i or 






you raajBead the greatest scoDadrel foa cao Ibd 

latofODrapaittoenta ; oryoa maynj, thntyoa wlali 
to niEike some enpnintents iu nalural pbilosophj, 
Knd may bam a large qnimUlT of luiafoetida Id his 

Boawell menlioned the adrice given Us bj pMlo* 
■ophen, to cooaole onraelves, when dl9treu«d or 
embarrassed, by thiuking of tiiose who are in a 
worie aitoatioi] Ihao oDrselrei. This, he obserred, 
fould not apply to all, for there must be some wbo 
bare nobody worse tban they are. Johmson. "Why 
to b): Bure, sir, theie are ; but they doii't know it. 
There is no bdng so poor and eo contemptible, nho 
does not think there is sameboclj still poorer and 
still more contemptible." 

. He ofteD enlarged npon the wretchedness r>f a sea 
life, " A ship is'norae than a gaol. There is io a 
gaol belter air, better company, better conveniencj 
of every kind ; and a ship has the additional diaad. 
vantage of belug iu danger. Wheii'men come to 
like a xea life, they are not fit to live on land." 
BoBWELi.. " Then it wonld l>e crnel in a father to 
breed his son to the sea." Johnsuu. " It would 
lie cniel iu a father wbo thinks as I do. Men go to 
seabefore they know the nnhappiness of that way of 
Ilk; andwben they hare come toknow it, they can- 
not escape from it, tjecwue it is Chen too late to 
choose another profession ; as indeed is generally 
the case with men, when tbey bace once engaged in 
any particular way of life." 

Talking of war : Johnson. " Every man Ihinki 
peauly of himself, for not having been n soldier, or 
not having been at sea." Hoswell. " Lord Mana- 
JEleld ilues not." Johnson. " Sir, if lord MaiuGeld ' 
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wfK In a nHnpany of general officers and admlnb 
who bave beea iu senice, be would shriok ; lufd 
with lo creep under the table." Boswbll, " NO, 
he'd thiuk be conld ffj' tbem all." Johnson. " Ytt, 
if he conld calch iliem : bat thefd iry him mod) 
sooner. No, sir; were SecrBtes and Charles the 
Twelfth of Sweden boib present b aof compaur,. 
tod Sociaiet to aay, ' Follow me and hear a lecture 
iu philoaopbf :' and Charles, layiog bia hand on his 
(Word, to taj, ' Follow me, and dethrone the 
Czar {' a man would be ashamed to follow Socratea. 
air, theimpretHioaisliaiTenal ; yetitUstrange. Am 
to the aailor, when you looli down from the quarter' 
deck to the space below, yon see the otmoat extre. 
mity of human misery i auch crowding, such filth, 
■ucb stench !" Boswxll. " Yetsiutors are h^py." 
Johnson. " They are happy as brutes are bappy, 
with A piece of ft'esli mei^, — with the grossest len- 
■nality. But, air, the profession of soidiers and 
■dlorg has the dignity of danger. Mankind rere* 
rence those who hare got over fear, which is so 
general a weakness." Scott. " But Is not conrage 
mechanical, and to be acqnlred?" Johnson. " Why 
yes, sir, in a coUectiie sense. Soldiers consider 
theuuelres only as part of a great machine." Scott. 
" We find people fond of being wlorf." Johnson. 
" I cEUiDOi account for that, any more than I can 
accoant for other strange perversions of ima^na. 
tloo," 

"His abhorrence of the profession of a sailor,* says 
Boswell, " was uniformly violent ; but in converH- 
tioD he always exalted the profession of a soldier: 
and yet I have. In my large and various collection of 
his writings, a letter to an eminent friend, in which' 
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heexprctse»htTDselfthu9: 'Mjfcod-jiM) called on ms 
lately. He ia wearf.and rtttionaliy weary.of a mlUtury 
life. IfyancHDpltu:ehimiiisomeatheTat!Ue,IthiDk 
;<Hi niAy increase ble happiaees, and secure hi* tir- 
tne. A soldier's time is passed in dUtreu aad dan* 
^r, or in Idlepess and corruption.' Sncb wai bli 
cool reflectioD in his study; but nbeneTcr he waf 
warmed and animated by the presence of compaor, 
be, like other pbilotnphers, whoEe minds are Im- 
preRDBied with poetical fancy, canght the cammon 
enibosiasm for splendid renowu." 
' Boswell having mentioned lord Giarlea' Ha;, 
with nhom he knew Dr. Johnson bad been ao 
qaainted. Johnson, " 1 wrote something for Lord 
Cbaries ; and I thought he had nothing to tear 
ftom a con rl- martial. I buffered a great lost when 
he died ; he wai a mighty pleasing man in conrersa., 
lion, and a reading man. The character of a soldier 
Is high. They who staud forth the foremost in daii> 
ger for the community, have (be respect of man- 
Wnd. Anofficcr IS mnch more respected than anj 
Other man who has as little monej'. In a conmer- 
dal conntry, money will always purchase respect : 
bnt yon find, an officer who has, properly speaking, 
nojnnney. Is everywhere well received, aud treated 
with atteotlon. The character of a aoldier alwayi 
ttands him in stead." Bo«well. " Yet, air, I think 
that common soldiers are worse thought of than 
other men in the same rank of life; such as la? 
boiirers." Jciumson. " Why sir, a commoti soldier 
Is nsnally a very gross man, and any qoaliiy which 
procures respect may be overwhelmed by grossneu. 
A man of learning may be so vicions, that yon can- 
not respect him. A common soldier too generally 
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eUg more than be can pn; for. Bat nfaen a con- 
aon soldier ia dvil in hia quarters, hia red coal pro- 
cures him a degree of reapect." The peculiar re- 
ipect paid to the military character la France was 
■Dentioaed. Bubwell. "I ahoaldthlnli, that where 
military men are so namerouv, they would be less 
»Jiied, aa not being rare." Johnson. " Nay, air, 
wbemera particnlar character or profexslon is bigb 
Id the estimaiioD of a people, those who ure of it 
vUl be valaed above other men. We ralue aD Eng- 
liaboiaD high in this coautry, and yet Englishmen 

The following Is ooe of the many sketches of cha- 
ncier which was treasured in bis miud, and which 
be ma wont to produce quite unespectedly In s 
•ay entenainlDg manner. " I lately receired a 
letter from the East-Indies fronf a gentleman whcon 
1 formerly knew very well ; he had telurned from 
that conntry wlih a handsome foiinne, as It w* 
rtEkODcd, before means were found to acquire those 
immense sums which have been brought froniihencs 
of late; he was a scholar, and an agreeable man, 
and lived'very prettily in London, till his wife died. 
After her death, he took to dissipation and gaming, 
acdlost all he had. One evening be lost a thousand 
poauds to a geiilleman whose name I am sorry I 
have forgotten. Next morning he aent the gentle- 
man fire hundred pounds, with an apology that It 
was all be bad in the world. The gentleman aeilt 
the money back to him, declaring he would not ac- 
cept of It J and adding, thatif Mr. " • • had occa- 
sion for fire hundred pounds Olore, he would lend It 
to him. He resolved to go out again to the East 
-Indlet, and make his fortune anew. • He got a con- 
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iUanM« ^>poiiitmeDt, and I bad some Inimtloa of 
aeeompaiiyiDg hini. Had I thought then m I do 
now, I shoold have gone : bnt at that time 1 had 
ubjcctiouE to cjiiiititix England." 

BoBiveK mentiuoeda neiT gaaiiDg-clab, of which 
Mr.Beanclerk had given him an account, where the 
membent played to a despeiate eatenl. Johneon. 
" Depend upon it, sir, thii is mere talk, ^ho ii 
mined by gaming } You will not find six ioetaDcei 
ID ao age. There is a strange rout made about deep 
play : whereas you ha»e many more niiued by ad. 
Teaturoui trade, and yet we do not bear Budi an 
outcry against it." Thrale. " There may be tew 
people abEolntely rained by deep play; bnt very 
many are much hart in their circumstances by It," 
Johnson. " Yes, Ar, and so are very many by other 
Unda of ezpenee." BoswdL adds, " \ bad beard 
him talk oitce before in the same manner ; and at 
Oxford he said, * be wished he bad learned to play 
at cards.' The tmih, howet^r, le, that he loved to 
display hia Ingenuity in argument, and therefi>re 
would sometimeiin conversation midntain opinions, 
which he was sensible were wrong, bat in support' 
ing which, his reason! tig, and wit would be most 
ootupicdooa. Hewoaldbegio Ihuii i 'Why,sir,as 
to the good or evil of card- playing — \ ' Now,' aaoA 
Garricii, * be is thinking which side be shall take.' 
He appeared to bane a pleasure in contradiction, 
especially wben any opinion whatever was delivered 
with an air of confidence; so ibat there was hardly 
any topic, if not one of the great truths of religion 
and morality, that he might not have been indted 
to argae either for or agalnsL" 

Johnson spote of St Kilda, the voM renuHE of 
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HteHebridM. Bormll toldlilm be tticmglit of boy- 
iaglt. Johnson. " Pray do, sir. WewiUgoaad 
pBssantnier amid- the blasts there. We shall hsve 
fine Ash, and we will take some dried tongues with 
Bs, and SODK books. We wiQ hare a strong built 
vessel, and svnie Orbnej mea to uav ig«ie her. Wc 
imtMballd a tolerable house : but we may carry nith 
qiB.wooden house ready made, and reqnirlng no- 
thing bat to be pni up. CoDalder, sir, by bnylDg St. 
KUda, yon may ke^ the people from falling into 
wane hands. We ipust give Ibem a clergyman, and 
lie sball be one of Beattie's choosing. He shall he 
educated at Marischal college. I'll be yonr lord 
diancellor, or what you please.'* Boswell. " Are 
yoa uriont, «ir, in adrising me to buy St. KHda f 
for if yoa should adrise me to go to Japan, I bellere 
I Bhonld do it." Johnsok. " Why, yes, sir, I am 
leriont." BoBWELU " Why, then, I'll we what 
can be done." 

Boswell told Dr. Johnson he had been lalkln; of 
him to Mr. Dnnn'mg a few days before, and had said, 
that Id his company we did not so mncb interchange 
eonrenatioD, as listen to him ; and that Dunning 
observed, npon this, " One is always willing to llMen 
to Dr. Johnson ;" to which Boswell answered, "lliRt 
Is a great deal from yon, sir," — " Yes, sir," ttXA 
Johnson," a great deal indeed. Here is a man will> 
lag to listen, to whom the world is listening all the 
rest of the year." BoswELt. " I think, sir. It to 
right to tell one man of sncli a handsome thing 
which has been ludofliim by another. It tends u 
Increase beaeroleiice." Jobnbon. " Undonbledly; 
It is right, air." 

" 1 Udd UiB," nyi Boawell, " that otir friend 
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OaUmith had complaiiwd to me, that he had cone 
too late Into (he world. Tor thai Pope and other < 
pacta bad takco op the places in tlie temple of 
Fame; ■□ that u bat a few at an; period can poa- 
aeaa poetical repntatloo, a maa i^ geDim can now 
Lardly acquire it. Johnson. * That ii one of the 
MOiC wDsiblethingtl hare ever hea.rd of Goldamlth. 
It Is dilOcalt Co get titerar} fame, atid it U e A17 day 
growing more difScnlt.' " 

Boawell deacrlbed to him ui impudent fella# 
from Scotland, who aflected 10 be a saTsge, imd 
railed at all entabliahedB^temB. JoHNsori. " There 
U nothing torpriaiog Id tbU, air, Hewaotatomalis 
himself coDipicnons. He nonldtamble in a hog> 
itf, H long aa you looked at LIm, and called to 
him to come out i hot let him alone, ncTer mind 
him, and lie'Il aoon gire it over." Boswell. "-Tlie 
•ame peison maiotdns that there ia do distincdoa 
lielweeti viilne aud vice," Johnion. " Why, rir, 
if Cha fellow does not thint as he apealts, he ia 
lying ( and I see not what honoar be can prupose to 
himself from having the character of a liar. Bnt If 
he does really think that there is no distinction be- 
tween virlae aodnce,.wby, air, when he leaves our 
lioaseB, let ua count our apoona." 

Having come from the Panlheoii, Boawell said 
tliere wai not half-u^inea's worth of pleainre in 
seeing that place. Johnson. ■' But, sir, there is 
balf-B-gni Ilea's worth of inferioiity to other people 
In HOC haling Been it." Boswgll. " 1 donbc, air, . 
whether Ibere are many happy people here." Jo()n- 
iOH. " Yes, air, there are inaD} happy people here. 
Tliere are many people here whp are watching hntl- 
jlredi, and who think htudreds are watcbiog then." 






Rappeulng (0 meet ^r Adam Fergaioo, BosnrcH 
presenied him to Dr. Jobntaii. Sir Adam exprcBeed 
*ome apprehensIoD that the PantheoD wbald encou- 
rage laxBiy, " Sir," «aid Johnion, " I am a great 
iriend tn public amusements ; fur they keep people 

When one of his friends endeannired to mainlBlll 
Aat a country gentleman might contrive to pass bte 
life Tery agreeably, *' Sit," aaid be, " you numal 
gire me an InMance of any man who U permitted M 
lay out hia own time, coBtriTing not lo hare tedlOM 
hoars." ThU obserruion, howercr, U eq«ally ap- 
plicable lo gentlemen who lire In cities^ and are of 
no profeMloD. 

Mr. Strahan talked of lanncbtng into the great 
oeean of Londoti, in order lo hare a chance for 
rising into eminence i and abserrlng, that many 
men irer^ kept back from trying thdr fortune* 
Ibere^ becuise they were born to a competency, 
B^d, " Small certainties are the bans of men of 
'talents g" which Johnson conSruoed. Mr. Strahan 
pot JolinHm in mind of a remark which be bad 
made to him — " There are fetr nays in which a 
man can be more innocently employed than in get- 
ing money." " The more one thinks of this," Mid 
Straban, " the jnster It will appear." 

He disliked much all speculative desponding COB- 
sideralioDE, which tended to discourage men from 
diligence and exertion. He was in this like Or> 
Shaw, the great travellci', who, according to Mr. 
Doilies Bartinglon, used lo say, " I hate a ati batie 
man." Upon being askfd l^ a friend, what h« 
sbonld think of a man who was apt t( 
tanii,—" Tliat he's a slupid fellow,. rir 
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Joluuon : " nhal woold tbeee taaii men be dfrieg 

t]u while !" When Boawell, In a low-spirited fil, 
WM talking to him witb inaiftereDce of the pursuits 
which geuecally engage ua in a contse of actioii, and 
Inqoirlbg a reatoa for taking so much trouble; 
" Sir," said he, in an animated tone, " it 'a driving 
go the sjstem of Ufe." 

When BosweU visited Lichfield in compSDj with 
Johnson, very little business appeared to be going x 
forward there. He found, however, two strange 
m^afaclures for so inland a place, sail-cloth and 
lUeamers fur altips ; and observed them making 
SQpu saddle-cloths, and dressing sheep-skiuB : but 
upon the whole, the busy hand of industry seemed to 
be quite slackened. " Surely, sir," said Boswedl, 
"yon are an Idle set of people." " Sir," taid John- 
son, " WE are a city of philosophers j we work with 
tau heads, and make tbe boobies of Birmingham 
nork iia ns with their hands." 

Upon the question, whether a man who had 
b«ea guilty of vicious actions wonld do well to force - 
Utnself into solitude and sadness? Johnson. "No, 
^r, unless it prevent him from being vicious again. 
Wilh some people, gloomy penitence is only mad- 
not tamed np^de down. A man may be gloon!;, 
till, in order to be relieved from gloom, he has re- 
course again to criminal indulgences." 

Johnson called on Boswellwith Mrs. William!, 
In Mr. Strahan'l coach, and carried him out to dine 
mth Mr.Elphiostone, at his academy ai Kensington. 
A printer having acquired a sufficient fortune to keep 
his coach was a good topic for the credit of litenu 
tore. Mrs. Williams said, " That another printer, 
Mr. Hamilton^ had not w^ted ■» long aa Mr. 
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Strahao, bat had tept his coacli sereral yean 
sooner." Johnson, " He waa In the right ; life !a 
Short; the sooner that a man begina to enjo^btt 
wealth the better," 

*' Although upon most occasions," lays BoamH, 
" 1 never beard a raordtrennons adTocnte fiir tbe 
adrantBgea of wealth than Dr. Johnson, be this dajr, 
■- 1 know DOi from what caprice, took the other tti^. 
' I have not observed,' said he, ' thai men of veirj 
large fortanes enjoy any thing eitraordinarr that 
makes happiness. What has the duke of Bedford? 
What has the dnke of Devonshire .' The only grrat 
instance thai I have ever knowu of the enjoyment 
of wealth was that of Jamuca Davrkina, who going 
to visit Palhtjra, and heaHog that the way wU im. 
fested bf rohliets, hired a troop of Turkish honie to 
goard him.'" 

Talking of various enjoyiuenu, Bo9well atoned; 
that a refinement of taste was a iJIsadvaotage, as 
tbey who hare attained to it mnst be seldomer 
pleased than those who have no nice dlscriminatioD, 
and are iherefore satisfied with every thing that 
comes in their way. Johnson. " Nay, «ir, that ii 
a paltry ootioii t endeavour to be as perfect as yo« 
can in every respect." 

Me gave the following iinplar history of an ioge- 
nloos acquaintance. " He had practised physic ia 
varions eitaalions with no great emolument, A 
West~India gentleman, whom he delighted tiy litt 
conrer^iiou, gave him a bond fbr a hatidsome an^ 
tiDity during his life, on the conilitioH of his acctnn- 
pauying hint to the West-Indies, and Hvlng witk 
Um there for two yean. He accordin^y embatkei 



ttith the gentlemao ; bat upon tbe TOJ^ Ml is 
lore with a youDg woman who happeoed to be one 
of the paMengera, aud married the wench. From 
the imprudence of hi» disposition lie quarrelled irilh 
the gentlemui, and declared he wovld hare do oob. 
BezioD with him ; lo be forfeited the aDnaitj, Me 
■eltledaaaphyaidaninoDeof (he Leeward iaiaada. 
A man waa aent to him merely to compouud hii 
medicioea. Tbia fellow set up aa a riml to bim in 
biapntcticeof pbydc,aDd got aonmcfa the better of 
him in the opinion of the people of the islaud, that 
be carried away all the bosiueaa ; upon which be !«• 
tunied to England, and aoon after died." 

On the anbject of wealth, the proper aac of It, and 
the effect of that art which is called ecoaoiuy, he 
obaeryEd, " It. is wonderful to thiob bow men of 
*erj large eatate) not only spend their yearly in- 
OOOHS, bat ore often actually in want of mone;. It 
Is clear they hare not ralue for what Ibey ipend. 
liord Shelbume told nie,'that a man of liigb rank, 
who look) into bis own afialra,may have all that be 
taght to hare, all that can be of any use, or appear 
with any, advantage, for five thousand pounds a year : 
therefore a great proporCioa most go in waste ; and, 
Indeed, tbis ia tbe case with mott people, whatever 
their brtnae ia." Boswell. " I bare do doubt, 
dr, of this ; bnt bow ia it ? What is waste ?" . 
Johnson. " Why, lir, breaking bottle:, and a thon- 
(Ud other things. Waste cannot be accuratel; told, 
though we are sensible how destructive it ia. Eco- 
nomy on the one hand, by vhicb a certain income ia 
made to mtdntaln a man genteely, and waste on the 
other, by which, on the lame Income, another laui 






Sm* AaUrilf, cMwot be deflned. It b a tmt tdcc 
thing ; as one man wean his coat ont much sooner 
tbao onolber, wu cHnoot tell how." 

He adrisMl Dr. Hazwell, If possible, lit hare a 
good orchard. " He knew," he suil, " a cki^- 
man of email iocome, who brooght up a famil)' tci; 
r^Qtably, which he chiefly fed with apple iaaig- 
lingH." 

He aaid, " Oct as much force of duihI as jon can. 
Iiv« within joor iDcome, Always ban somelbiog 
aaved al the end of the year. I^ your imparts be 
more than yonr experts, and you'll never gu far 
wrong.' 



LONDON, 

Of London, Johnson observed, " Sir, if you wiah (o 
have a jnst nolioa of tbe luagniCude of the cii;, yon 
mast not be satisfied with seeiag its great atreeta 
and aqnares, bnl mast snrvey (be innnmerable little 
lanes and courts. It is not Id Che sbowy evolutions 
of buildings, but in tbe multiplicity of human h^ 
bitations which arecrovrded together, that the won. 
derfnl immensity of London consists." " 1 bare 
often amnsed myself," adda Bosweli, " with think, 
lug how different a place Loudon is to difFereot 
people. They, whose narrow mluds are contracted 
to the consideration -of some oneiparticnlat pursuit, 
new It only through that mediaru. A politician 
thinks of it merely as tbe seat of goverumeuc in its 
different departments ) a graiier, as a vast marttet 
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for cattle ; a aiereaiitiJe m&ii, as a place where i 
prodigiaaa deal of bdsitieas is done apon Chaage ; a 
. dramacic eDtbnalut,A» the (rraodsceDe of theatric^ 
eatenainmeula ) a tnaa of pleaanre, as an RMeni- 
blage of laverus, and the great emporiam for ladies 
of easj virtue ; but the intellectual man iaslrtlch 
with K, aa comprebeodiag the whole of hnman life 
Id all ita variety, the contetaplatioo of which i) in* 
e:rtianstible.° 

JoliBson had a Uttlemoney when he came fo Loii> 
doD ; aud he knew how he contd life In the cheap- 
tat manner. His first lodgings were at the hoase of 
Mr. Norria, a alaf-malier, iu Exeter street, ajjoliii. 
i(^ Catberine street, in the Strand. " 1 dined," 
said he, " very well, A>r eight-pence, with very good 
coiDiMmy, at. the Pine-Apple in Nevr.street, juet by. 
Several of them had' tiwelied i they expected to 
meet every day, but dij' not kBOW.one another's 
names, li used to cost the real a shilling, for they 
drank wine : but 1 had a cnt of meat for eix-pence, 
and bread far a peuny, and gate the waiter a penny i 
BO that I was quite well senvd, nay, better than the 
rest, for they gave the waiter nothing 

How Johnson employed himself upon bia first 
coming to London is not particuUrly known. A 
ctirions anecdote was communicated by himsdf to 
Mr. John Nlcbols. Mr. Wilson, the bookseller, 
oti being informed by him that his Intention was to 
get his livelihood as' an anthor, eyed bis robust 
l¥ame attentively, and, with a significant look, sud, 
" Yon had better buy a porter's knot." He how- 
ever added," Wilson virasoneof my best friends." 

HisOfelJns, In^he Art of liriiigiu London, was 
•n Irish pidnter, whom he knew » Blrminifaam, 
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tad who bad pnctlied hU own precepti of te^t 
tunny for seraral jrars ia the Brituh capital. He 
assured Johotoo, who nan then mcdliMlog to (17 
hU fortune in LondoD, but wai apprehensiTf of ibe. 
espenae, " that thirty poanda a year wai eooDgh to 
enable a man to live thi^re without being coo- 
temptible. He allowed ten pouudi for clothes and 
liseo. He a^ a muu might lire in a Rsrret at 
eigbteen-pence a week; few people wo aid loqnire 
vbere be lodged; and if thef did, it was easy to 
say, ' Sir, I am to be fonud at tocb a placo.' By 
(peadlag ihree-peiice in a coffee-bonee, be might 
be for Eotue houra everyday [u very good company ( 
be might dine for sispence, breakfaat oit bread and 
milk for a penny, and do wilhont supper. Oo 
cieaa-i/iiii-dag he went abroad, and jiaid visits." 
He' more than once lalkerl of hU frugal friend, 
wbom he recollected wiih etteem and kiudiiets, 
«id did not like to hare one smile at the redtal. 
"This mm," said he, grarely, "was a very aen- 
■Ible man, who perfectly mtderstood conimoD af- 
fairs: a miui of a'great deal of knowledge of Ibe 
world, fresh from life, not struoed through booka. 
Be boraowed a horse and ten pounds al Birmiog- 
bam. Findinp himself master of so much menef, 
be set oS for Wtst Chester, in order to get to Ire- 
laud. He returned the borse, and probably the ten 
ponnds too, after he got home," 

CoDsideriug Johnson's narrAw clrcnmstaiicel In 
the early pert of bis life, and pariicalarly at the in- 
tereating sera of his launching into the ocean of 
Loudon, it Is not to be wondered at, that an actual 
inatance, proved hy eiperiencf, of the possibility of 
ei^oyiDs the ioteUectoal iDniy of wcial life Kpoa a 
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ittj itnall lacome, Bhoald deeply engage bli atteri- 
ttoQ, and be eier recollected 1^ bim aa a ciraam- 
BMoce of mnch Importance. He afterward nmttaed 
blnuelf oCcasltHinlly by campntini; how macb more 
e^fpenie wu abaolately neceseary, to lire upon (he 
same icale with that whicb hla friend described, 
when the valne «f money woi dimbiBhed bj the 
progress of cominerce. How mncb ffoald be snffl- 
dent now others insy ealculale. 

He related the foitawlag minute anecdote of thia 
period : " In the iMt age, when tny mother lived 
in London, there were two sets of people, those 
who gave the wall, and those who took it; the 
peaceable and the- quarrelsome. When I retonied 
to Lichfield, after having been in Lnndon, my mo- 
ther aiked me, whether I was one of those that 
gare the wall, or those- who look it. New it is - 
fised that every man keeps to the right j or, it one 
ii taking the wall, another yields it ; and it is never 
a dispute.'' 

Talking'of a London life, he said, " The happU 
oeas of London is not to be coDceired but by those 
^bo have been in it, I will venture to say, there Is 
more learning and science within the circumference ' 
fff ten miles from where we now sit, than In all tbe 
rert of the kingdom.'' Boswell. " The only dis* 
advantage is the great distance at which people live 
from one auotber." Johnson. " Yes, sir, but that 
is occasioned by the largeness of it, whicb is the 
cBQse of all tbe other advantages." Bosweli^ 
" Sometimes I have been la tbe hamonr of wlshiii|'.' 
to retire to a desert."' Johnson, "Sir, yoo Waft' 
deaert enough ID Scotland." ' ' 

Walking one evening in Greenwich Park, I|S ' 
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Mkrd BoBVTcH, by inj of ivjlaf bin dlaposttioD, " Is 

not Ibis verf line >" Boswcll, baring no r iqalsite 
relish of the beauties of nature, anil being more de- 
lighted nilli " the busy ban of tueu," auinrerei), 
" Yes, sir; but tiat equal to Flecl~slreet." John- 
son. " You are rigfat, sir." John hou and bia friend 
appear lo bare agreed in (aate with a batonel verf 
faEhionable in the brilliant world, ai Michael le 
Fleming, wbo, on Mg aitention beiug called to tbe 
fragrance of a May erruinn; in the coantTj, ab- 
cervedi " This may be very well ; bnt, for my part, 
1 prefer the siuell of n flambeau at the playhnuBe." 
Jabnxon waa mncb attached to London : he ob- 
•erved, that a mim stored his nund belter thei« 
(han any where else ; aiid (bat iu remote Eitnationa 
a man's body might be feasted, but bia -mind wai 
.itarved, and hia faculties apt to dtgeneraie, from^ 
want of exercise and competition. No place, lie 
said, cured a moa'a canity or arrogance so welt u 
London i for as no man waa' either great or good 
per M, but as compated with othera not ao good or 
great, be was sure to find io the Inetropolis many 
faia equals, and some his superiors. He observed, 
that a man in London was in lets danger of falling 
In love indiscreeiiy than any where else J for (here 
the difflcnity of deciding between tl.e conQicling 
pretensions of a rasl variety of objecta kept him 
safe. He had frequently been offered country pre- 
ferment, if he would consent 10 take orders ; but 
he could not leave the improred society of the 
cB^tal, or consent lo exchange (he exhilarating 
Jo^and splendid decorations of pnbjjc life, for the 
obspirity, inaipidiiy, and uniformity of remote sli 
(Batiovs. 
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Hewu not dedrom, however, of a beneflcetD 
London; " for," he remarked, " a Loadoo parjali 
it a Tcry conifnrtlns thing; ss the clen^mim sel- 
dom k do m the foceofoneoot often of hii palish- 
Dining at the Mitre, llte~A-Ule witli Dr. Max- 
well, who was preparing lo relnm 10 Ireiand, after 
an ab«eDce of many jean, he regretted mnch tea- 
tIds London, where he had formed many OfiTeeeble 
eonneiiont : " Sir," Mid be, " I don't wonda at 
h| no man, fond of letcera, leaves London witfa- 
mt regret. But remernber, sir, yon have seen nod 
ei^oyed a great deal ; yon hare seen life Id Iti 
highest decorations, sod the world has nothing 
new 10 exhibit No man Is sd well qaalified to 
leave public life aa he who has long tried it and 
known It weU, We are always bannering after nn- 
tiied siCnatioDi, and Imuglolng greater felicity from 
them thaii they can aSbrd, No, sir, knowledge 
and virine may be acquired in tdl coantriea, and 
your local consequence will make you some amend* 
^for the Intellectnal graliGcations you relinqnlsh," 
Then he quoted tlie following lines with great 

He whd hu astIj known th« pomps or itate. 



He then took a very affecting leave of the doctor, 
■aid he knew it was a point of lAKp thai called 
him away, and added, " We shall be sorry to loN 
JMj laad» tamtn." 
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It haring been obsoved that there was llltle 
bo»|i1talitT Id LondoD: Johnson. " Naj, sir, M>]r 
man wbo has a name or wbo haa the power of 
{lleaung, will be ijeDerall; invited ie LoDdoD. lite 
nwo Sterne, I bare been (old, has bad eogagementa 
for three months." Goldsmith, " And a very 
doll fellow." JoBNBON. " Why, no, air." 

He taid, " Loudoa is nolhin); to aoine people t 
but to a man whose pleoaore is intellectnal, London 
U the place. And there is uo-place where economy 
can be so well practised ai in London : more can 
be bad here, far the moDer, even by Indies, than »nj 
wbere else. Yon cannot play triclis with your for- 
tune in a small place ; yon mast make an nnifonn 
appearance. Here a lady may have well-fumisbed 
^wriiiieDls, and elegant dress, witboat any meat in 
her kitchen." 

" I was amosed,"- adds Boawell, " by consider- 
ing with how much ease and coolness he could 
write or talk to a friend, exboniDg blm not to 
■oppose thai happiness was not to be found as well 
ia other places as in Londun j when he himself was 
at all limes sensible of its beiuf;, compamiirely 
•peaking, a heaven npon earth. The trnth is, thu 
by those who, from sagacity, attention, and expe- 
rience, hilve learnt the full advantage of London, its 
pre-eminence over erery other place, not only for 
vatiely of iDJoyment, but for comfort, will be fdt 
with a philosophical exntlalion. The freedom from 
remark and petty ceosnre, with which life may be 
passed there, is a circumstance wliich a man who 
knows the ceasing restrt^nt of a narrow circle man 
nJiali highly. Mr. Bnrke, whose orderly and ami. 
able dotoeatlc habits might make tbe eye of obier. 
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vsdoD leiB IrkBonie to him than to moM men, tald 
onc« rerj pleuanllr, in m]' hearing, ■ Thongh 1 
have the bononr to repreeent Bristol, 1 shoald not 
like i4) live there ; 1 ibould be obliged to be lO mncli 
upmt mp good behmiom: Id London, a mao may 
lire in splendid (ocietjr at one time, and in fnig^ 
retirement at another, without uiiiaadTeniog, 
There, and there alone, a man'a own hoose la 
tralf liis caitte, in which he can be in perfect lafcty 
-from inlrasion whenever be pleases. ( neier ihall 
foifet how well this wa> expressed to me one 
daj by Mr. Meynell ; ' The chief adrantage of 
Lnidon,' add he, ' la, that a man la qjwaya to ntar 
Ml burrow.' " 

To Boawell he eald i " It is wonderful, sir, what 
la to be foaod in London. The most Ktcraty con- 
reraation that I ever enjoyed, was at the tMe of 
Jack Ellis, a money- scrivener behind tlie Royal 
Exchange, with whom I at one period nsed to diae 
generally once a week." 

Aa Boswell and Johnson walked to St. Clement'l 
cbnrch, and saw several shops open opon tbe qkM 
•oletnn &st-daj of the Christian world, BosikU re- 
narked, that one disadvantage arising from tbe 
immensity of Loudon, was, (hat nobody was heeded 
byhls neigbboar; there was no fear of censnre for 
not observing Oood-Priday, as it ought to be kept, 
aed M it la kept In country- towns. Johnson said, 
It was, npon the whole, very well observed even in 
London. He, however, owned that London was 
- too large ; but added, " It la nonsense to nay the 
headistoobisforthebody. Itwonid be as much 
too big, though the body vrere ever so large ; that 
>■ to My, thongh ttw coimiTy were erer ao exteo- 
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in. It fau DO Bimllarit]' to a bead coDBceted iritb 

Bos well lalked of Ihe cheeifalneu of Fleeuttreel, 
owing to the conitant quick sncceiiuoti of people 
ivbich wc perceive paiting tfaroygh It. Johmmh. 
" Wbj, air, Fleet-atreet baq a ver; apimated ap- 
pearance ; bat I thint the fnll tide of bnnuui eaiH- 
ence ii at Cbariog-erota." 



N*. XIV. 

MANNERS. 

. Though otao bigh eilTactioa htauelf, Johiuen bad 
much respect fbrbinh aod family, especially amwig 
ladies. He said, " AdTeiititioua accomprubmeDta 
niaj be profeaied by all ranks ; but cue majr eaiUy 
dUtlDgaigh tbe born gentletBomaa." 

The same feeling yrobobljr niocb influenced hia 
attachment to Mr. Langtoo and Mr. BeaocleTk, 
two gay joiing men of good birth, Johnton, at flnl, 
tboogbt it strange that L.angtDD should associate 
BO much with one wbo bad the character of being 
loose, both In his principles and practice i but, bj 
degrees, he himself was fascinated. Mr. Bean- 
derk's being of tbe St. Albans famil)', and baring^ 
Id some particulars, a resemblance to Cbarleig the 
Second, contributed, in Johnson's imaginalion, to 
throw a lustre upon hij other qualiliea ; and, in a 
short tltoe, tbe moral, pious Johnson, and the g^, 
diMlpated Beanclerk, were companions. " What a 
coalition !'' a^d Ganlck, when be beard of tbl* i 
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IIS JOHHIONtAH*. 

" I shall li«re mj old fHead to bail oit of the 
round -hoase." Bat it woa ■ very Bgieenble.aiBo- 
datton. Banclerk waa too polite, and mined 
Imrobg and wit too much, to offend Johnson by 
■altiei of infidelity or lirentionsness ; and Johnion 
dcUghted iu the good qnalltieg of Beauclerlc, and 
hoped to correct the eril. loniimerable were the 
■ceuM in which Johugon was siuased by these 
yonnf; men. Beancleib coold take more liberty 
irith him than any body t bat, on the other hand, 
Beanclerk was not spared by hia respectable com. 
panion, when reproof was proper. Bfaaclerk had 
snch a propensity lo satire, thai at one time John, 
■on said to bim, " Ymi iierer open yonr month bat 
with Intention to give pain : and yoa bare often 
gifen me pain, DOt from ibe power of what ynt 
■aid, bat from seeing your intention." At Bootber 
time,Bpplylug to him, with a slight alceration, aline 
of Pope, he said, 

» Thj ton otMlj.iaiaj torn or{taJt~' 

Bwry thing thoa dost shows the one, and every 
lUttg IhoD aayest the other." At another time, he 
s^d to him, " Thy body is all rice, and thy mind 
^ vlrCue.'' Beanclerk not seeming to reli-'h the 
CMopliment, Johnson said, " Nay, sir, Alexander 
the Great, marchlt^ in irinmph into Babylon, 
ONild Dot have desired to hare had more said to 
him." 

Johnson was some time with Beanclerk at hts 
faonae at Windsor, where he was entertained with 
vxperiments in natural philoiophy. One Sunday, 
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wlien the weather was very line, Bcaodcrk ratlccd 
him, iuEenBlbJjr, to launler abont ail lite moniiiig. 
Tbef weui Into b charch-yard, in the time of dirine 
■errice, and JohnioD laid blmKlf down at hti eue 
upon one of Ihe tomb-stones. " Now, *lr,'' Ktdd 
Beaaderk, " jao are like Hogartti'i Idle Appren. 
tice." When JohnKou ^t hii peneioD, Beaaderk 
laU to him, in the humoroos phraie of Falataff, 
" 1 hope jioo'll DOW parge and live cleanlji, like a 
lentleman." 

Odc olght, when Beaucletk and Lanftton had 
nipped at a taiern in London, and aat (ill abont 
three Id Ihe morning, it came into iheir bendi to 
go aad knock op Johnsoo, and see if they could 
prevail on him to Joio them in a ramble. Tbtj 
tapped violentlj at (he door of hii chamben in Ibe 
Temple, till at last he appeared iu his shirt, with 
hli little black wig on Ihe top of his head. Instead 
Ufa nightcap, and a poker in hia hand, imaginlngi 
probably, that some rafflsna were coming to attack 
him. When he discorered who they were, aad wu 
told their errand, he smiled, and with great good 
hnmonr agreed to their proposal : " What, is it 
you, you dogs I I'll hare a frisk wilb yon." He was 
soon dressed, and they sallied forth together into 
Cocent-gartien, where Ihe ifreea- grocers and fruit- 
erers were beginning to arrange their hampers, JuM 
come in from the country. JohoiOD made some 
attempts to help them; but the hoDetl gardenen 
stared so at his figure and manner, and odd inter- 
ference, that he soon saw his aerrices were mt 
relished, lliey then repaired to one ot the ueigh> 
booring taverns, and made a bowl of that liquor 
called bUbop, which Joboson bad always l!kedi 



while in jajoat cootempt of ileep, from wblcti hi 
had been roused, he repeand tbe festive llaeg, 

Stan, O ihoit Uhd be tii; idgB, 



nier did not ttaj long, but wilk«d down to the 
lltwnes, took a boat, and rowed 10 Biiltngtgaie. 
Beanderk and Johngoa were Mi wtll pleased with 
tbeir amasement, that they reeolved to peraerere 
Ib diuipatioQ for the rest of the da; : bat Langton 
dCKited thfn, being engaged to break^t with 
•ome young ladiei. Johnson ncolded bim for 
" leaving bis social friends, to go and tit niih a set 
of wnCched tm-idta'd girlH." Qarrick being told 
of this ramble, said to him smartly, '* I heard of 
yonr frolic t'other nighl. You'll be in the Chronl- 
de." Upon which Johnson afterwards observed, 
" He dont not do socb a thing. His teffi would 
not lei him." 

On occailoD of'his play of Irene being bronglit 
npon the stage, Johnson had a fancy, that aa i^ 
dramatic autlior, his dreas should be more gay than 
what be ordinarily wore ; he therefore appeared 
bdiind the eceoea, and eren in one of tbe side 
bowtt In a scarlet waistcoat, with rich gold lace, 
and a gold-laced hat. He humorously obsened to 
Mr.Laugton, " that when in that dress he coold 
not treat people with the same ease as when in hla 
nsnal plain dothes.'' 

Kr Joshna Reynolds toli a pleasant character. 
titicalaneciloceofJohnsoir about the time ofthetr. 
first acqa^Dtance. When they were one erentng 
Icgetber at the Hiss Cotterelli', the docben of 
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ArgyJe and another lady of hi^h rank ctme in, 
Johnson thinVing ihat the Miss Collereltt were too- 
mncli engroBsed b; them, and that he aod his frlead 
were ueg)ected,3s low company of whom they were 
lom e what ashamed, gretr angry; and rosolriu^ tfl 
ahock their Bupposed pride, hy making Iheir great 
Tisitors imagine that hN friend and be were low in. 
deed, he addressed himself in a lond tone to Mri 
Beynirids, raying, " How much do yoa think yon 
and I conld gee in a week, if we were to aark or 
bard as we conld !" as if they bad been comoiaD 
mecbanics. 

To a l»dy wlio endearonred to vindieate herself 
irom blame for neglocting social attention to worthy 
Ddjhbburs, by saying, " I wonld go to tbem if 
it wonld do ibem any good ;'' he aald, " What 
good, madam, do you expect (o have in your power 
to do them i U is showing tbem respect, aad that 
it doing them good." 

So Bocially accommodatiug was he, that once 
when Mr. Laiigton and he were driiiug toge!her in 
3 coach, and Mr. Laugton complained of being sick, 
he insibied that they should go uDt, and sit on the 
back of it in the open air, which they did ; and 
being seoaible how strange the appearance must be, 
obserred, that a countryman whom they saw in a 
Geid woold probably be thinking, " If these two 
madoien should come down, what wonld become 
ofme?" 

Mr. Straban mentions a little circnmstance of 
Attention, which must be allowed to hare its fono- 
dation in a nice and tmc knowledge of hnman lib. 
" When I write to Scotland," said Johnson, " I 
employ Straban to frank my letters, that be 0M17 
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hire tile oanteqneiice ot appearing a pa^ament- 
man anong his conntrymeD.'* 

Sit Joiiiua Reynolik relates a verf character' 
iltScal anecdote of JoLngDa wbile at PlymoutL. 
HaTiDg obKrred, that in cooseqneDce of the Dock- 
jard^ new town had arisen abont two milea off as 
a rival to the old ; and knowiiig, from hia migaciC]', 
and Just obserratioD of humaii nature, that it la 
certain, if a man hatee at all, he wiU hate bis nert 
neighboDr ; he conclnded that this new and rising 
toivQ could not bat excite the envy and jealousy of 
the old, in which conjecture he wia very booq con- 
firmed ; he therefore set himself resolntely on t^ 
«ide of the old town, the eitablUhed town, in which 
bis lot was cut, coasldering it as a kind of duty to 
iland by 11. He accordingly entered warmly latp 
Its interests, and upon every occasion talked of the 
dockeri, as the inhabitants of tlie new town were 
called, as vpetarts and aliens, nymuulh is very 
plentifally snppUed with water b; a river bronght 
into it from a great dietaace, which is eo abnndatn 
that it maa to waste in the town. The Dock, or 
New Town, beiOg totally destitute, of water, peti- 
tioned Plymouth that a small portion of the con>- 
dnit might be permitted to go to them ; u)d this. 
was now under consideration. Johnson, aSecdtig 
to entertain the passions of the place, was violent 
In opposition ; and hslf-langhing at himself for bis 
pretended zeal, where he had no concern, ex. 
claimed, "No, no: I am against the dacto't,- 1 am. 
a Plymouth-Dian. Roguesl let them dieofthint. 
They shall not have a drop 1" 

JohBSOn talked' of that stndied behavionr which 
nun; have recoituiieBde4 ud pracUttd. He iU»-. 
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approved of it, and said, " I nerer considered iriie- 
tber t should be a grsTc man, or a meiry umd, 
but Jaat let incUnBlioii, for the time, hare itt 

' He had upon the dial-plate of hla watch a ibnt 
Greek loMtipIion, taken from the New Tntamenl, 
NuJ ya^ "pK'Ti", being the first word* of our Sarioor'* 
solemn admonilion to the improrement of that time 
which is allowed as to prepare for eternity : " the - 
night Cometh wben no man can work," He some- 
time afterwardal^ aside this dial.plate; and when 
asked the reason, be sidd, " It might do very well 
upon a clock, which a man keeps in bis closet — but 
to hars it upon his watch, which he CHnies aboM 
with him, aud which is often looked at by otheia, 
miKhC be cenanred as Bstentatiuns." 

He was so ceremoniOQn, that be refased to go 
oot of a room before Dr. Maxwell, at Mr. Lang- 
ton's faoDSe, BaTing, he hoped he knew bis ranic 
better Iban to preinme to taiie place of a doctor in 
diitnity. Yet, at times, he was grossly rnde ; and, 
when exasperated by contradiclion, was apt to 
treat his opponents with too moch acrimony; as, 
" Sir, yon don't see your way through that qne»- 
tion ;" " Sir, yon talk the language of igDonmce." 

Sir John Hawkins baving refused to pay bis por- 
tion of the reckoning for supper, because be nsnally 
ate no sapper at home, Johnson obserred, " Sir 
John, sir, it a very unctubaMt man." 

Though ly no.means niggardly, his attention to 
what was generally right was so minnte, thu 
harlog observed, at one of the stages, that BosweU 
re a. ehiliing to the coachman ^wbaa. 






Ote cottom wm for eadi paisenger to give oolf ris- 
peuce, he totdi hkn atide, and scoLded him, tayii^, 
Ait what he had doM would loake the coat^iuMi 
dissatiGAed with all the rest of ihe paasengera, who 
^TG him DO more than his due. This woa a just 
reprimand ; for in whatever way a man nay in- 
d^e his peDerosily or his yao'nj in ipendiug hia 
money, for itle sake of others he onght not to d^k 
the price of any article, for wbidi theie is a coo- 
«tant demand. 

Mm. Thrale w»a short, plump, and brisk. She 
hu beraelf glren ns a lively view of the idea which 
Johusou had of her person, on her appearing before 
him in a dark-coloured gown : " Von little crea- 
tures iibonid never wear those sort of clothes, bow- 
ever; tlicy are unsuitable in_ every way. What I 
have not all insects gay colours ?" 

He said, foppery was never cared; it was (he bad 
atamina of the miud, which, tike those of the body, 
were never rectified ; once a co^mb, and always 
a cmcomb. 

A gentleman attacked Oarrick for being vain. 
Johnson. " No wonder, sir, tbat he is vaiu ; a nan 
who is perpeiaally flattered in e<ery mode that can 
be eonceivtdl' So many bellows have blown tfae 
fire, that one wonders be is not by this time be- 
come a cinder." Boswell. " And such bellows 
too : lord Maoslwld wiiL bis cheeks like to burst : 
' lord Cliatb^im like an £(rius : 1 have read sneb 
notes from them to liiiii, as were enough to Inm bis 
liead." Johnson. "True; when he whom every 
body the Batters, Buters me, I then am truly 
llappy." Mas. Thbale, ' 
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« bleed (Or, bleed tor me.' " 

Boswell won a Hmall bet fniai tady Diana Bean- 
derk, by ulcing Johnson aa lo ose of bis pHtticB- 
lariticB, which her ladyship laid he dant. not io. 
He had iKta frequrall]' nb^rred at the club to put 
into his pcM:ket the Seville oranges, after he had 
aqneezed the jnice of them into the drink which be 
made for himself. Beanclerk and Garrtck talked of 
it to BoBweil, and eeemed lo think that he had 
A strange nnnillinpng lo be ducorered. Thej 
CDDld not divine nhat he did with then ; and tbU 
was the bold qneetion to be jmt. Seeing on hia 
table [he apoiU bf the preceding night, some freah 
peell nicely scraped and cut into piece), Boiwell 
■aid, " O, sir, 1 now partly see what yon do wMl 
Ihe cqncezed oranges which jon pot into yonr 
pocket at the clob." Johnson. " I hare a great 
lore for them." Boswell. " And pray, sir, whM 
do yon do witli them ? Yoh ccnipe them, it eecms, 
TCtj neatly ; and what next?" JoHitiioN. "Let them 
dry,iir." BoiwELL."Aiid what next?" Johnbow. 
" Nay, sir, yon shall know their fate no farther." 
Boswell. "Then the world most be left in thedark. 
II must be said (assuming a inoek soleamity,) be 
■craped them, and let them dry, but what he did 
with Iheia next, he nercr conld be prevailed upou 
to tell." Johnson. " Nay, sir, yen should say It 
more emphatically : — he could not he,prevailed np- 
on, eren by bi« dearest friendg, to tell." 
■ Johnson obwrred, that the fotee of our tvlj 
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hablls WM BO gn:«, thai though reason apprarad, 
nay, ihongh our seam relished a different conns — 
almost errry nan relarned to them. 

Talking of a young gentleinan'a mamage with an 
emlncat ginger, and his detcrmiDntioti-that she should 
no longer lliig in public, though hie father was yerj 
earnest she ebodld, because her talents. would be 
'liberally rewarded, so as to make her a good far- 
tone ; it was questioned whetiier the young gentle- 
man, who had not a shiUiPg iu the world, but was 
UesBCd wilhreryuncommon tale Ota, vrasnot foolishly 
delicate, or foolishly proud, and his father truly ra- 
tional, without being mean. Johnson, with all the 
Wgh spirit of a Roman senator, exclaimed, " He 
resolred wisely and nobly to be sure : he is a brare 
men. Wooid not a gentleman be disgraced by ha- 
ving hia wife singing publicly for hire? No, sir, 
there can be no doubt here. I iinow not if I should 
noiprtpare myself for a public singer, as readily as - 
let ray wife be one." 

The family likenees of the Garricks was very 
stiibing; and J()hneon thoaght that David's viiaclty 
was nut so peculiar to himself as was supposed. 
" Sir,'' said he, " I don't know but if Peter had . 
cultivated all tbe arW of gaiety as mueli as David 
haa done, he might Lave been as brisk and lively. 
Depend upon it, sir, vitaeiiy is much an art, and 
depends greatly on habit.'' Boswell adds ; " I be- 
lieve there is a good deal of truth in this, notwith* 
staoding a ludicrous story told me by u lady abroad, 
of a heavy German barou, who had lived mach with 
the young English at Geneva, and was ambilious to 
be as lively aa they i with which tiew, he, with as- 
siduous exertion, was jomping over the tables and 

„,„. Gooslc 



HAimBu. 127 

cbain la hU lodginp ; and when the peo^ of the 
boiue ran In, and asked, with inrprlte, what vu 
the matter? be aaiweKd — 'Slf apprmt I' ttr» 

Johoton e^d, " Mrs, Williuu waa angry, that 
Thrale't lunily did not «eiid regular); to her ererj 
time tbej beard from me white I wm in the Hebri- 
des, Little people are apt to be Jealona ; but they 
ibonld not be jealooa : for they ongbt to consider, 
that superior atleulion wilt necesiariij Ik paid to 
■nperior-Zortane or nmk. Two penoos may hare 
egnal merit, and on that account may have equal 
clidm 10 BttentioD^ hot one of tbem may have al«e 
fbrtnne and tank, and so may have a double claim." 

Boawell h^peued to iitait a qaeslion, whether, 
when a man knows that tome of his intimate 
friends are invited to the house of another friend, 
with whom they are all equally Intimate, be may 
Jirin them withont an iaritatioD. Johnson, " No, 
air ; he ia not to go when he is not invited : they 
may be iorited on purpose to abuse' him." — (smi- 
ling.) 

^t a dioner party, oue.of the company not being 
come at tbe appointed hour, the master of the house 
proposed, as usual upon such occaaloue, to order 
(linnet to be served; addipg, " Ought sis people to 
be kept waiting for one!" " Why, yes," anawered 
Johnson, with a delicate humanity, " if the one 
will suffer more by your sitilug down, than tbe six 
will do by waiting." 

He said, " Lord Chesterfield's Letters to hK Son, 
I think, might be made a very pretty book. lUie 
out tbe Immorality, and it should be put lota tbe 
hands of erery young gentleman. An elegant man- 
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otrMti cnMeWirftiehBTioiiraTeacqalriiilgraitoBBy 
tmd unperceptiblf. No maa can- Bay, ' I'JI be gen. 
led.' , There tre ten genteel women for one gen- 
teel amB, because they are more restrained. A man . 
without seme degree of restraint is Insufferable ; 
but we »ft all lent restrained than women. Were 
a woman, aitttng in compHny, lA pot out her legs be- 
fore ber as mote men do, we should be tempted to 
kick them In." No man wu a more attentive and 
niee obael-rer of bebuTionr in those in «*OBe com- 
pel))' be happ«i»ed to be, than Johnson ; or, how- 
ewer Strang It may seem to many, hod n higher 
entimation of in relinements. Lord Etiot tell'm, 
thai out day when Johnson and he were at disner 
In a gentleman's hooM in ImbAdo, upon lord Chea- 
terfleliTs Letters being mentioned, JohnKon ssr- 
priieA the compaaj by this sentence — " Erery man 
of any edacation wsald rather be called a rasoil, 
i^aai accosed of deficiency in_M« gmca." Mr. Oib- 
b«B, who waa present, tapsed ti> a lady who knew 
J<4<n3on well, and lifeS mnch with him, and in his 
quaint manner, tapping h la box, addressed herthos : 
" Don't yon think, madam, (looking towards John- 
son) that among alt your Bcqaaintaoce yoB coaM 
Had one excepthHi ?" Thelady smiled, andaeemed 
to acquiesce. 

In a email party. Dr. Johnson,' aa Dsnal, spoke 
ccntemptuonsly of Colley Gibber. " It is wonderftat 
that a man, who for forty years bad lived mth the 
great and the witty, should have acqaired so 111 the 
talents of conraniation,' and he had but half tofnr- 
nlsh ; for one half of what he aaid was oaths." He, 
however, allowed considerable merit to some of fth 
cMaedien, nnd uid there was no reuoB to beHeve 
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that tke Coreten Knibui^ was not written bj hinb. 
self: Davies said, be wu the first dmoatic writer 
who iBlrodnccd genteel ladies npiHi tbe stagic. 
Johaton refaled hit observation, ,by iaalaDdDg'Be- 
v«nri such characters in cone^es betoi« hit time. 
DiTies — (trying to defend hinnelf from a charge 
of Ignoraflce-.) " 1 mean genteel moral characters." 
HicKV. " I Ihiak gentility and morality are in- 
wparabte." Boswbbl. " By no meani, sir ; the 
gentedeat characten are often the most immoral. 
Does not lord Chesterfield give precepts for uniting 
wick edne&a and tbe eracee? Aman^ indeed, i< not 
l^uteel when he gets dnmk ; but most rices may be 
commttted rery genteelly ; a man may debauch his 
(ritoA'a wife genteelly ; be may cheat at cards gen- 
teelly." iUcKr. " 1 do not think tAat is genieel." 
BoswXLL. " Sir, it may not be like a gentlemiui, 
hot it may be genteel." Johnson. " Yon are 
t^eaoing two differeot things: one means exterior 
trace — the other honoui^It iscerlaiiithat smau 
aiaybc very immoral with exteriar grace. Love- 
lace, in Clarissa^ is a ;«ry genteel and a very, wick- 
ed character. Tom Herrey, wbo died t'other day, 
though a vicioDS man, was one of- the genteelesc 
. men that ever llied." Tom Danes instanced 
Charles the Second. Johnion — (taking fire at any 
attach upon that prince, for wbotn he had an extra- 
ordinary iiartiality.) '■ Charles the Second waa li- 
centions in bis practice^ bnt he always had a Tere. 
rence for what was good. Charles the Second knew 
his peoplcj and rewarded merit. Tbe. chnrcb was 
at no time better filled than in his reign. He vrjt , 
the best king we hare had from bis time till the 
wign-of his preaeat niH}esiy, except James theSe'- 
s2 



eoui, who WM a rery good klnf — bat iiBbiippU)> te- 
lined tbst it was oeceBUrr, for the BolTation efhl« 
Mbjecit, that they shoaM be Bomui CathoUca. 
He had the merit of endeavoaring to do what he 
Ihooght WM for the aalTStioa of the eools of hU 
■nbJecUr, -till he ioit a great empire. Ife, who 
thought that we shonld net be saved If we were 
HoiDau CathoUct, had the merit of maietaiiiiDg onr 
'religion, at the eipenie of sabmittiag tmrselres to 
the garennneut of king William, forilconld not be 
done otherwige; to the govenmieBt of one of the 
iBDit wortbleas aconcdrels that ever existed. No ; 

Cbarlea the Second was tnt sach a man as 

(■Bming another icing). He did not destroy hi» ta- 
^befa irill. He took money, indeed, from France ; 
iMt be did not betray those over whom he mied : 
he did not let the French Seet pass oara. Geoi^ 
the First knew nothing, and desired lo know no- 
thing; didnothing.Buddesltedio do nothiD)ti and 
the only good thing tha(4? told of him is, that be 
wlsbed to restore the crown to its hereditary«se- 
cesBor." He roared with prodigious violence agiuolt 
Oeorge the Second. When he ceased. Mood; in- 
terjected, in an Irish lone, and with n comic took, 
"Ah, poor George the Second i" 

Dr. Johnson said that general Paoli had the 
loftiest port of an; man he had ever seen. He de- 
tded that military men were always the best bred 
men. " Perfect good breeding," he obserned, 
>' consists in Imving do paiticnlar mark of any pro- 
fession, but a general elegance of manners : where- 
as, in a military man, you can commonly distingniah 
^e brand of a soldier, ritmiae d'epie." ■ 

Btnwdl itarted the question, whether dnellhig 
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TM c(»iBlM«]t nilh moral doty. The brave oM 
g«iierat Oglethorpe fired at this, and said, with a 
loft]' air, '* Undoubtedly, a man hoe a right to dc' 
fend his honour.'* Goldsmith, tnrningto BoBwell, 
" I ask yoo first, sir, what would yon do if joa 
were aflronted ?" Boswell. " I shonld think it 
tiecessary le fight." Goldbmith. " Why, then, 
that BotTca the question." Johnson: " No, sir, ic 
does not Boire the question, that what a man irould 
do 1» therefore rlifht." Boawell said, he wished to 
hare It settled, whether duelling was contrary to 
the laws of ChriitiaBity. Johnson immedlatel]' en* 
lered ob the auWret, and treated It ia a iBasierl]r 
maoBW ; Hod -so far as the oerrator could recollect. 
Mil thoughts were these : *' Sir, as men become in 
a high degree refined, FsrioBS causes of o0tiie« 
arice; which are csnsldered to be of sach 1np«rt-' 
ance, that' lifi! most he staked to alwe for them, 
Aaagh, lu reality, they are not so. A body that 
hM reeelved a ^ery fine poUth may easily be hurt. 
Befitre men arrive at this art! licial reRnemeut, if one 
tdls his neighbour he lies, bis aeighbouF tells him 
he Hea ; if one give* his neighbour a Mow, hb 
neifibboar gires him a blowr bnt In it state of 
highlj polished society, an affront is held to be a 
■erions injury ; it must therefore be resented — or 
ratlier a dnei must l>e fought npoD it ; as men have 
i^reed to banish from their sceiety one who puis tip 
with an affront withoat fighting a duel. Now, sir. 
It is never unlawful to fight in relf-defence. He, 
then, wlio fights a duel, does not tight from paHlan 
Bgainst his ant^nist, but oarof self-defence ; lo 
arert the sligma of the worid, and to prerenl Mm- 
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■elf from betogdrlveD oat orsociet]'. I could wiih 
there wai not thai superfluity of refiueineiit ; but 
u'hile inch nolioos prevail, uo doubt a mao may 
Uwfally fight a dael." 

Let it be remembered, that this jostlficaiion Ts 
appUcsble only (a the person nhu reetivei an aflrODt. 
AU maiikiud mnat condema-the aggreaaor. 

The general told the company, that nhen he was 
a Terj young man, seiriDg usder prince Eugene of 
Saruf, he waa litting in a company at table niih a 
prince of Wirt«mberg : the prince took up a glass of 
nine, and, by a fillip, mad; aooie of it fly ia Ogle- 
thorpe's face. Here was a nice dilenima ; to have 
challenged him Instantly, might have fixed a quar- 
relsome character upon the young soldier ; to hare 
taken no notice of It, might bare been cotiaidered 
as cowardice. Oglethorpe, therefore, lieepiog hia 
eye upon the prince, and smiling all the time, aa 
If he took what hia highness had done in jest, uM 
in French, " My prince, tbat'ii a good joke ; bnt we - 
do It much better In England ;" and threw a whole 
glass of wine io the prince's face. An old geneml 
, who Bat by said, " II a blen/ail, nan prince, vou* 
Favei eenuntnci:'' and thus all ended in good ha< 

Johnson another day again defended duelliBg, and . 
put hia argument upon what may be thought the 
most solid basis ; llilU, if public war be allowed to 
be consistent with morality, prirate war mast be 
eqnall; so. Indeed we ma^ obsene what strained • 
al^Dients are used to reconcile war with the Chris- 
tiaa religion. Dot it is exceedingly clear, that duel- 
lins, having better reaaous for its barbarous violence. 
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U more Justifiable tliiui war. In which tboowndi ga 
forth, wilhont siif cante of peraoDal quarrel, aod 
maisBcre each other. 

When Mr, Vesej' was proposed as a nembcr of 
the Literary Clnb, Mr. Bnrke began bjr sayiag, that 
he was a mau of geolle manners. " Sir," i4d 
JohnioD, " Ton need uy no more : wbeci yoa have 
stdd a mita of gentle manners, y<m hare itH ' 

The late Mr. Fitzhcrbert told Mr. Langton that 
Johnsoa said to him, " Sir, a man has no more 
right to tcf an anciril thing, than (o acl one ; no 
more right to My a rude Uling to another, than U 
knodi hiiu dcnvu.'' 



CONVERSATION. 

Qh this sniject, Johnnu 1^ down the rollowiag 
general rnles : " Nerer apeak of a man tn his own 
presence ; it is always indelicate, aad may be gfleo- 
aire, Qnestiooing Is not the uuxle of conversaliou 
among gentlemen ; it li aunming a enperiority ; 
and it ia particnlarly wrong to qneation a man coa> 
eeming himself; ihei« may be parta of fais former 
life which he may not wish lo be made known u> 
other peraona, or even brought to hiajjwo recoUec- 
lioD. A man should be careful nerer to tell tales 
of himaelf to hia own liisadrancaee : people may be 
BRinsed, and langh at the time, bnt they will be re- 
membered, and brongbt up Bgaiual him npon aumc 
anbeequent occasi<»i." 
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Tbe ancammon rjvucitT of geDcral Oglethorpe*! 
mind, and Taricty of kuowledfe, baviog aamedmei 
made hie conversation seem too desullorf, JobnsoD 
obsemd, " Oglethorpe, sir, oerer ampUtti what 
be hm lo Bay.~ 

He, on the satne arconnt, made a similiU' remark 
OD Patrick lord Elibank : " Sir, there la nothing 
miwJutwa in hia bilk," ' 

Whuu Boswell complained of baring Jincd at a 
splendid table willioal hearing one seutenoe of con- . 
venation wdrchy of being remembertd, Ik said, 
" Sir, there seldom iK any auch coiiverwtioD." 
BoswELL. " Wiiy then meet m table .'" Johnboh. 
" Why, lo eat and drink together, and to promole 
kindne^a ; and, sir, this ia better done wbeo there 
if uD solid conTerBaiion ; for when there it, people 
differ in opinion, and get into bad hamour, or aome 
of the compaiif, who are nat capabk of such conver- 
aatioQ, are left out, aiid fee! themselves uneasy. It 
was -for this reason sir Robert Walpnie s^d, he al- , 
waya talked biiwdy at his table, became in that alt 

Being irritated by hearing a gentleman aA Mr. 
Levet a variety of qontions concerning him, when 
he waa aittlng by, he broke oot, " Sir, yoo hare bnt 
two toplca, yourself and me; f am sick of both." 
" A man," eaid be, " should not IfUk of himseif, . 
tior much of any particular person : he thould tde 
care not to be made a proverb; and, therefore, 
should avoid having any one topic of which peo|d« 
can aay, ' We ahall bear him upon it,' There was. 
a Dr. ddfleld, who waa always talking of tbe dnke- 
of Marlborough 1 he came into a coffee -houMi ana 
day, and told that bis grace bad «p«keu in (he hooia 
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of hn-ds for half an honr. ■ Did be ioieeA speak 
fiir half an hoBr?' laid Delchier, the sarsEonv— 
' Vtt.'--' And what did he say of Dr. Oldfield/'— 
' NotMng,'— ' Why tieu, sir, be was very npgrate- 
fbl i ^ur Dr. Oldfield cirald not have ipokeii for h 
Qaarter of bo hour, nitbout myiiig lometbkig;' of 

A learned gentleman, who, la the tonne of cod- 
TCnatiou, wished to commaiiicale this pimple fact, 
that Ihe. counsel upon Ihe circuit uf Shrewtbury 
were much bilteo by fleas, took seveu or eight mi- 
nutes ID relating ic circumslantially. hi Ihe pleol. 
tode of phrase he related thiit targe bales of woolkn 
cloth were lodged in the lown-liall ; that, by reasoo 
of this, fleas nestled there iu prodigious Dumherai 
that thelodgingsof the eounwl were ncnrtbetonu- 
hall ; and that those little animals moTcd from place 
to place with wonderfnl agility. Johnaou sat in 
great impatieqce till the geDilcmaa had finished his 
itedlone uarrative, »nd tbeu burst out (playfully hmr- 
erer,) -" It is a pity, air, that you hare rat seen a 
lion ; for a flea has taken you such a time, thai a 
lion must liaie Krred you a twelve month.'' 

Boswell having expressed bis regret that Gold- 
smith wonld.upon every accasioa,endeaioiirloshiae, 
by which he often exposed himaclf. Langtow. 
" He Is not like Atldison, who was contenl with the 
iame of bis writings i he did not aim alao at excd- 
leace in coaTeraatlon, for which he foand himself 
unfit; and said to a lady, who complained of hia 
haling talked little in company, ' Madam, I have 
bnt uinepcnce in ready money, bat I can draw for a 
'thousand pounds.' '' Bos«ell. " Goldsmith has 
-a great deal of gold In his cabinet; bat not conteM 
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withlhii, heijalwaTSlakiitgoathispnrte.'* JoaN- 
EON. " Vea, sir, and that svofKn IM eiii)rt7 pime t" 

Of the ume belebnted autfaor, JabnsoD uid, 
" He ii not an agreeable campuiiai, for be (allcs 
always for fame : a mao who doe» »o never cau be 
pleasing, Tbe nian who talks to nnbur^en bl« 
mind is the man to delight ^u. Ad eoilDeDt ftiend 
of oora ia not lo agreeable as ilie variety of hii 
knowledge would otherwue make him) berauie he 
talks partly from oatenlation." 

AgiUn : '' Tbe mlsfortone of Ocddtinttb In con- 
TCnscion ii this — be goes on wi^oot kunwiDgbow 
he ti to gel off, Hia genias is great, but bb koow. 
ledge Is small. A< they eaj of a geuenons mui, k 
is a pity he is not rich, we maraayof Ooldsmtth, ii 
ii a pity be is not knowing : be would not keep bia 
knowledge to himself" 

And ou another, occasion: " QoldBtnllh ihosM 
not be for ever attempluigtosbinelD conversation : 
he has not temper for it, he i* so much mortiSed 
when be Caiie. ^r, a game of jokes Is compmed 
partly of skill, partly of chance; a man may be beat 
at times by one who hai not the lenlb part of hiit 
wit. Now Goldsmith's pntiiag himself against 
another, is like a man laying a hniidred lo one who 
eannot spare the bandred -. it is not worth a man's 
while. A man aliould not lay a bandred lo one, 
BnlesB he ,ran easily spare it, though he bat a hun- 
dred chances for bim : he can get but a guinea, and 
he may b»e a hnndred. Goldsmith is In Ibis state. 
When be contends, if he gets tbe better, it is a vei7 
little additioD to a man of bis literary repntation.; 
if be does not get Uu: better, be is miserab^. 
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Jahasca'a otvn superUtiTe pcrners of wit set him 
abore any j-Isk of socli nneaainaii. Garrick bad r»- 
mltriied of him, a few days befnrc, " Rabelais and 
all other wits are nolhinj compared with him. Vou 
may be direrCed by them ; but Jobason gives yon a 
' forcible hag, and shakes lonfihler oat of yon, whe- 
ther yon will or no.'' 

Ooldsmitli, bowcrer, n>as ofrea very fortnDAte in 
hia witty coutegts, eveii when he entered the liata 
with JohniOD biiniielf. Sir Joshna Reynolds was in 
cbmpiray with (hem oite day, when Goidiiuilh said, 
that be thought he could writc-a good f^le, meD- 
lloned the slnpllcitrwhlch that kind of rompotltioa 
K^ires, and obserred, that in moat fables the ani- 
Mails introduced seldom talk in eharaclcr. " For 
Instance," said he, " the fable of the little fishei, 
who saw birds fly OFer (heir heads, anil envyrng 
them, petitioned Japiler to be chaiij^ed iD(o bird). - 
The skill," continued he, " conaiats in making tbeni 
talk like little fishes."- While be indulged himKlf 
In this fonctful reverie, he observed JohoEOn shn- 
ting his sides, and laughing : upon which he xvartly 
proceeded' — " Why, Dr. Johnson, this is notjaoeajj 
01 yon seem to think ; for if yon were to malK llUis 
Bshes talk, they wonld talk like vrhalet." 

The Englieh Roscins having been mentioned, 
John«on said of him, " Garrick's conTersalion ia 
gay ani grotesqne ; it is a dish of all sorts, but all 
good things ; there is no solid meat in it ; there ia 
B wanfef sentiment in it : not bat that he has sen. 
titnent someiinieB, and sentimeut too -very power- 
(d1 and very pleasing ; bm it has not its fall propor- 
tion in his conversation." 

He-QHd freqnently to observe, that men tnicht 
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be very emiaeiit in b profeuioD, nithoot our per- 
aelrlng any pirticpliir power of miud in ihem in 
Honveraation. " It ee«m9 simnge," laid he, " Ibat , 
a nua should see so far to Ihe tight, who aen to 
short a nay to the lefl. Burke ii the only man 
wbose commou couTcraation correipoads with the 
genera] fame which he has in the world : take up 
whalcTer topic you pleale, . be is ready to meet 
yoa." 

Uf narrHtires In conversation, he aaid, " The 
value of every story depends on its being Ime. A 
story is a plclnre either of an indiridnal.'Or of hn- 
muD natare in genera] ; if it be false, it ii a picture 
of nothing : for tnatance — suppose a -inau abonld 
tell that JobnMU, before setting out for Italy, as he 
had to cross the Alps, sat down to malie himself 
wings; this many people would belicte; but it 
wonid be a plctnre of nothing. •••••••, ■ 

(naming a worthy friend of onn], nsed to think a 
slory, a siory, till I showed him that trnth was ««• 
■ential to it." Boswell. " Foote entertaius us 
with stories which arc not tme ; bnt, indeed. It is 
properly not as narratives that Fooic'h stories please 
US, but as collections of ludicrous images." John- 
ion. " Foote is qaite impaiiial, for he tells lies of 
e»ery body." 

Discussing the question, whether dilnkiog Im- 
proved conTCtsation and benevolence, sir Joshua 
Reynolds maintained it did. Johnson. " No, sir ; 
willi great inequality of 



„ , and those who a 
their Infariorily, Jiave the. modesty not to talk; 
when tbey have dmulc wine, every man feels him- 
■elf bappy, and loses that niodeuy, and erowi im- 
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pudent aud Tociferom ; bat he ia not Improved | he 
la ODiy not leDslble of his defect!." Sui Joshua. 
" You are tslkltig of the ttfectt of eiceu in wlnef 
bat a moderate glaiis-eoliveDi (he mind, by giring a 
proper circulation to Ihe blood. I am in ver; good 
spiritH when I get op in the noming; by dinnel- 
time I iDi exhansted ; wine pnci me in the lantc 
scale as when I got up : and I am anre that mode- 
rale driDk[ng makes people talk belter." Johnsoh. 
" Nu, air; wine gives not light, gay, ideal, hilaritj; 
' bat tDmullnsna, amrj, damoroua merriment. I 
hare heard none of those dnitikea — nay, dmnken is 
a coane word — none of <those vinau fligbta." Sib 
Joshua. " Bccanac yon have aat by, quite sober, 
and felt an eury of the happiness of those who were 
drinking." Johnson. " Perhaps conieiopE. And, 
ur, it is not necessary to be dmok one's self, to re- 
Uah the wit of cimnkenDeia. Do we not judge of 
the drnnkea wit of the dialogae between Ingo and 
CrssIo (the most excellent inita kind), when we are 
qnite aober .' Wit ia nit, by whatever meana it is 
prodnced ; and. If good, will appear ao at all timve. 
I admit Ibat the spirits are raised by drinking, as by 
the commou participation of. any pleaenrc : cock* 
fighting, or bear-baiting will raise the spirits of a 
company, aa drinking does, though anrely they will 
not improve convenation. I aUo admit, thai there 
are wme sluggish men who are improved by drink- 
ii^ as there areirnits which arenot good till tbey- . 
are rotjen : there are auch men, fant tbey are med- 
ian). I indeed allow that there hare been a very 
(err men of tolenla who were improved by driuking, 
bat I m^ntain that I am rtgbt aa to the eS^cia of 
drinking la general ■. .and let it te considered, that 



thrre is no position, however falBe in itt unirer- 
s^tf, wbidh is not trae nf some parltnlar tdlui." 
Sis WiLLiiiM FooBHs. " May not a man wanned 
with wiae be like a botLle of beer, which ia made 
briber by being let brfbre (he fire !' Johntom— 
(langhiug.) " Nay, T caanot answer that : that is 
,too much for me." Boswell. " Wine rioca some- 
people barm, by inflaming, confusing, and irritating 
' tbeir minds'; but (he experieni^ of mankind bM 
declared iu favonr of moderate drinking." John- 
son. " Sir, 1 do not sny it is wrong to prodnce 
self-complacency bj drinklnii; ; I only deny that 
I( liDprorea the mind. When 1 drank wine, I 
scorned (o drlok it vrhrn in company. I have drunk 
many a bottle by myaelf ; in the first place, becaoM 
I had need of it to raise my spirits ; in the second 
place, because I would hare nobody to witness ilf 
effecw npon rae." 

Shiels, wlio in pari compiled Gibber's I.irea of 
tlie Poels, was one day sitting with Juhnsont th« 
doctor took down Thomson, and read aloud a large 
portion of him, dnd then asked, "Is not thla fine?" 
Sblels having ezpresseli the highest admiration, 
" Weil, sir," said Johnson, " I have omitted evet7 
other line.'" 

A rery celebrated lady, fAenJusl come to London 
from an obseure sitnation iu the conntry, met Dr. 
Johnson at sir Joshua Reynolds's one erentng. . Sbe 
very soon bt^n to pay her coitrt to him in themoM 
faUome strain. " Spare me, I beseech yon, dear 
madam," was his reply. She still fairf « on. " Prgy, 
madam, let as have no more of this,*' he rejoined. 
Not paying any attention to these wamingr, she 
OHUuined Mill ber enlogy. Al Iraglh, pronktd by 
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. thb tBdellnte Hd vabt c^rnnoD of conidlmeDt, 
he exdii'ua«d, " Deareit lady, coDiider with yovr- 
Bclf wlul fonr Anury m werth, bdore you bcatow 
it 80 freelT." 

Boswell rclatinf that lie bad travelled si! tbe pre- 
«ediDg nigbt; gone to bed u Leek, in SfsSbrdlhiK ; 
atld, whea he roKto goto church in tbe afteruooa, 
be was kConBed there had been au earlhqaalie, of 
whk}i, it neems, tbe shock bad been felt iu aoise 
degree at Aahbeamc — Johnson, who was jnsl ar- 
rived, said, " Sir, it will he miich exaggerated in 
paUic lalk: for, in tbe first place, the comnioii 
ftofiedo eel accurately adapt their thoaghis lo the 
(^}ecl«; nor, Bccocdly, do they accurately- adapt 
their word« to tbeir tlionghls : Ibey do Dot meaii 
to lie; hue, taking ao paioe to be exact, they give 
jou very false accounts.' A great part of their kS' 
.gaage is proverbial ; if any thing tockE at all, they 
aay ii rac/ii Hie a cradle; and iu ibis way ihey fu 

Dr. Johnson being ill, Boswell breakfasted tvill> 
litiii,aiid be teemed tnech relieved, having takeu 
opiam the night before. He however protested 
againM ft, as a remedy that should be giveti with 
the nlniaat telncjance, and only In eitreme neces- 
Hty. Botwell nenlioBed how coiuinooly it wax 
wed ta Tnrkey, mi that tlterefore tt cookl not be 
M penudims aa be apprebcntted. He grew warm, 
«nd said, " Tarks take opium, and Christians lake 
opium; bat EuB«e], in hi^acconutof Alej^, tells 
■s, that it is as dilRraceful in Tufkey to take too 
maeh.ofriiui;, as it iswttbitsioget drunk. Sir, it 
it aBtaung how tiiiiiBa are exaggerated. A gentle- 
MMD wislately tcUiugui aeoBipaoy where I wasjtre- 
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unt. Dim in Fraocf, ai kmc bi a man of CtaUon 
rnnrieK, he takes an o^ni girl iuto keeping ( aud 
this he mentioned u a general cnatoia. ' Pnf, air,' 
iud I, * how man; opera girls ma; there be i' He 
anairered, ' About fonncore.' ' Well then, sir,' 
s^d I, ' yon lee there can be no more than fonrtcore 
mep of fashion who can do this.' " 

Anotherproof of the Importance of simple calcu- 
lation in redndng things to their tme level, ocmrred 
la the foUowing conversation. JonitMN. " Were 
I a country geniteman, I should not be very hoq>I. 
tahle ; I should not have crowds !a m; botue." 
BoswELL. " Sir Alexander Dick tells me, that he 
remembers hiring a thousand people In a year to 
dine at his house ; that Is, ireckpolng etch peraon 
■R one each tioie that be dined there." Jounbor. 
" That, air, la about three a-daj." Boswbll. 
"How yonr state mea t leMeos the ideal" Jomi- 
SON. "That,sir,i8theg(iodof counting; it brings 
erery thing to a certainty, which before floated In 
the mind indefinitely."' Boswbll. " Bat omae 
igiiotum pro magfitfico at : one is sorry to hare this 
diminished." Johnson. " Sir, yon shonld not al- 
low yourself to be delighted with error." BOSWELL. 
« Three a day seem bnt few." Johnson. " Nay, 
sir, be who entertiuns three a day, does reiy libe. 
rally 1 and if there is a large fiimily, the poor 
entertain ttiOK threa, for tliey eat what the poor 
would gett there most be snperflooai meat; it 
must be giren to the poor, or thrown ont." 
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cr the world," Wilkes. "Upon the 
t they all quote the valgate Bible : Sbak- 
apeare is chiefly qaoteil here; aud ne qaota alio 
Pope, Prior, Butler, Xfaller, and sometiinea Covr^ 

Having spent an eieniag at Mr, Langton'a with 
tile reierend Dr. Parr, he wan mach pleased v/itb 
the conrcrsaiion of that learned gentleman ; and, 
. afler be vrai gone, eald to Mr. Langtoo, " Sir, I 
am obliged to yon for having asked me this eieoiiig. 
Pan is a f^r man. 1 do not Know when I have had 
an occasion of anch free rontrorersy. It ia remark' 
able how mnch of a man's life lUa; pass without 
meeting with any inatauce of thla kind of open dia- 
casaion." 

Another time he said to Bosnell, " If yon cotim 
to settle here, we irlll have one day in the week on 
^kb we will meet by onraelves. That is the hap. 
pieat conversation where rtiere i&nocompetidoo, 
no vanity, bat a calm quiet interchange of aenti- 
ments." 

Dr. Adams relating, that in some of the colleges 
at Oxford, the fellows had excluded the stndenls 
from social interconrse with them ia the cDitimon 
room. Johnson. " Tliey are in the right, air : 
there can be no real conversation, uo fair exertion 
of mlad- amongBt them, if the young men are by ; 
for a man who baa a character docs not choose to 
stake it in their presence.''' Boswell. " Bnt, ^r, 
may there not be very good convereatioQ without a 
conieBt for superiority?" Johnson. "No ani. 
mated conversation, air ; for it cannot be bnt one or 
other will come off soperior : I do not idean that 
Uu riclor miut bare tbe better of tbe argument, fiK 
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be tatj tnke the weak Bide: bot hii aapeiioiiC; gf 

psrl3 and kiiowWge will necessarily appear j and 
he (o wlioia he thnu shows himself superior is les&. 
eued in tiie eyes of (liu yOung men. You know it 
was sai[l, ' Malleta cam Scaligero errare jaam cum 
Clavio racte tapere' Id ibe same mauuer lake. 
BEDlley's aud Jasen dc Nitres' CiMiiueiits upon 
Horace, yuu will admire Biiutley uioie wheL wrong 
than Jueou when riglil." 

AndoDCE, when Juhtisoii was ill, and onable U} 
ecert himseif as tuucli as usual without fatigue, Mr- 
Burke having beeu metiliuued, he said, " That fel- 
low calls forth all my poweri. Were I to see Burke 
now it would kill me." So niucb was he accustom- 
ed to consider conversation as a contest ; aud auch 
was his uDiioD of Burke as an oppoueitt. 

The following incident is a proof of this : — One 
evenlnfr, previoue to the trial of Baretti, a consulta- 
tion of his friends wis held at llie bouse of Mr. 
Cox, the solicitor, in Southampton buildings, Chan- 
cerj lane ; among others present were Mr. flurke 
and Dr. Johusou, who differed in sentiments con. 
ceruing ilie tendency of some part of the defence 
the prisoner was to make. When the meeting was 
over, Mr. Steevens observed, that the qneatioo be- 
tween him aud his friend had been agitated with 
rather too much warmth. " It may be so, sir," 
replied the doclnr, " for Burke and I should have 
been of one opinion, if we hud had no audience."* 

That the doctor's leading object in 
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tDllowiog specimens of It. 

TraTellln; la a (Cage coitch, a gentlemaii talked 
tkieDdj against the Romaa-catlioKn, and the hor- 
rors of the Inqaisitlon. To the utter astonishment 
of all the pasiengera but Boswell, whu knew lliat 
be could talk npon an; side of a question, he de- 
fended the Inquisition, and mainHJued, thU " false 
doctrine should be cheeked on ils Rnt appearance; 
Am the civil power shonld nnite with the church 
ii punishing those who dare attack the established 
religion, and that such only weie punished by the 

Another passenger was'a Datchman, who spoke 
Euglish tolerably well ; and thinking to recommend 
himself to them t>7 expatiating on the superiority of 
the crlraioal jnrisprndence of ihifl coonirj over that 
of Holland, be inveighed against the barbarity of 
patting an accased person tn the torture, in order 
la force a confession. But Johnson was as readj 
for this, as for the Inquisition. " Why, sir, yot^ 
do not, I find, underetand the law of jour own 
country. To torture, in Holland, is considered as a 
favour to an accused person ; for no man is pat to 
Ibe torture there, unless there U as nnch evidence 
ag^nsi him as wonid amonnt to conviction in Eng- 
land. An accused person anong yon, therefore, 
baa one chance tnore to escape panlshmenl than 
tiiose who are tried among ns." 

Talking of trade, Mr. Ferguson, the aelf-tangtit 
philosopher, told him of a new-invented machine 
which went wlthont horses; a man whosatinU 
tamed a'handle, which worked a spring that drove 
h forward, " Tlien, sir," s^d Ji^nsoD, " what is 
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gtdned is, the mui hu'bU chidce wbetber he hIU 
more himself alone, or himielf and the machine 
too," Dominicetti being mentioDed, he wosld 
not allow liini aaj mejit. " 'Hien: ia BOthhig In 
■11 this boaited Byitem. No, air : medicated baths 
an be do better than warm water i their onlj 
effirct can be that of tepid moietnre." One of the 
company took the other eide, maintaining that lue- 
dicinei of variona eorU, and aome loo of mwt pow- 
eifnl effect, are JnlrodDced into the human frame 
by the medluni of the pores ; and therefore, whea 
warm water is impregnated with Bidotiferooa Mb- ■ 
Etauces, it may prodnce great eflects as a bath. 
Jobnioa did not answei' it \ bat talking for riclory, 
■nd detertuineil to be master of the Geld, be bad 
recoDrge to the device which Goldsmith imputed 
to him iu tbe witty words of one of Qbber's come- 
diei: " There is no arguing with Johnson; for 
when his pistol miaaes tire, he knocks yon down 
with (he butt end of it." He tnroed to the gentle- 
man, " Well, fir, go to Dominicetti, and get tb;- 
aelf famigaled ; bat be snre that the steam be di- 
rected to tby. htad, for that is t)ie, peccant pari." 
llili produced a triumphant roar of lai^hter from 
the motley assembly of philosophers, printen, and 
depradentt, male and female. 

The following is characteristic of (he furious 
disjmtanl. When BoBwell caUed upon Dr. Johnson 
one morning, he found bim highly satisfied with 
&is colloquial prowess tbe preceding ei'eaing. 
" Well," said be, " we had good talk." Boswell. - 
, " Yes, sir j you tas«d and gored several persons;." 
Talking of a very respectable author, be told a 
nhlBlife, wbich was,tbat he 
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had laarried a printer's ieiil. Beynolm. " -A 
printer's detil, ar\ Why, I thoaftbt a priDta*** 
devfl WBE a creatofe with a black face and Id iag>." 
Johnson. " Ves, rir ; bat I suppose lie hsd her 
ftce wasted, and. put clean clolliea on ber. fllwo 
looking very serioiui, and rery eaniest,) " Aod 
she did nol disgrace him ; the woman had a bot- 
tom of good sense." Tht word bottom thns intra- . 
daced, was so ludicrous wlwn contrasted with bis 
gravity, chat most of the company coold not fbrtiear 
' tittering and langlitog ; tbongb the bishop of Kil- 
laloe kept his coantenance with perfect steidinra, 
wiiile Miss Hannab More sljly hid ber face b^Iod 
a lady's back who sat on the same settee irith ber. 
■ His pride could not bear that any eipresilooof hit 
•hoold excite ridicule, when he did not intend it; 
lie therefore reKolved to- assaoie and exerdae det. 
Bfxitlc power, glanced iternly around, and called ^ 
oat, in a strong lone, " Where's the merrimcDt?" 
Then collecting himself, and looking awful, to 
make Us auditors feel how he could Impose re- 
itraiut} and as It were searcbiug his mind ibra 
Mill more ludtcrons word, he slowly pronouneed, 
" I say the teomaa vna flmdamtntally sensible :" as 
if he bad said, hear this now, and langh if job 
dare. They tH sat composed as at a fnueral. 

Vet he wM capable of aiding justly, and of 
sedog things Id their proper light. He obsemd 
of Blacklock's poetry, so far as It was descrfptire 
of risible ot4ects,.that, " as Its author had the mU- 
ftirtane to be blind, we may be absololely snrB, 
that snch paseages are combinations of what be has 
remembered of the works of. other writers who 
oonld see. I^t foolish fellow Speoce, biu la- 
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bonred to explain phlloiopblcallT bow Blacklock 
KKf htte donej by Dieans of hii own fuBliles, 
what Ic 1b Impoulble lie sbould do. The Mlatloii, 
M I bare gircn it, ia plain. Suppose, 1 know ■ 
nun to be ao lame that he Is atoolately incdpHble to 
move hiiDKl/, and I find bim in a diOerent room 
from that In which 1 left him ; shall 1 pnzzle my- 
■elf With idle conjectures, thai, perhaps, his nerrea 
hate, bj aome nnkDown change, all at once become 
cfcc^re? No, air, it la cleu how he got into a 
differeat room : be wa» carried," 

When Boawell wai going to Utrecht, Johnaon. 
accompaoied him to Harmch ; where the former 
happened to m;, It wonid be terrible. If he ahonid 
not find a apeedj opportniiiljof retnnilng toLon- 
don, and be confined in ao dull a place. Johimon. 
" Don't, air, accnatom yonraelf to use big worda for 
little luatten. It would not be terribU thongh I 
leere to tie detained some time here," 
What passed at the doctor'a interriew with the 
' king, will be found in its pnqier place In Part II 
of thia work, under the head LrrERATURE. At At 
Jodina Reyntdda'a, where a circle of Johnaon'a 
friends wai collected ronnd him to hear his account 
(rf thi) memorable conreraation. Dr. Joseph War- 
ton, In his frank and lively manner, was TCry actii* 
In pretaing faim lo mention the particulars. " Come 
DOW, sir, this is an tnterealiDg matter ; do faToor 
tta with iu" Jobusoiij with great good humonr, 
complied. 

He told then), " I fbnnd bts majesty wished L 
sbonld talk, and I made It my bustneaa to talk. I' 
find it does a man good to be talked to by hla tore. 
idgn. lBtbeflrBtplace,aiaanci^motlietnap>w 
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sioD." Here fome qneBltoD ialemipled hlo), 
which is to be ref^iced, aa be certaiul; would 
have pointed oat and Uliutrated many clrcam- 
MsDcea of adrantage, from being in a sltuatipo, 
where the power* sf the mind are at once excited 
to Tigorona ezertioo, and tempered by reTerenthtl 

DNrinf all the time in which Dr.Johnaoame 
employed in relating (o the drde at sir Joehna 
JleyDolds'i the particnlars of what pasied between 
the king and bim. Dr. Ooldsmith remaned ua- 
BOTfd upon a sefa at lome distance, affecliDg noc to 
Join tn the least in the ea^r cariosity of the com- 
pany. He aasEgoed as a reason for his gloom aad 
, •eemtng inattention, that he apprehended Johnson ~ 
had relioqnialied his parpote of fdmiablng bim 
vdth a ptologne to bis play, with the hopes of 
trhich he bad been flattered; hnt it was strongly 
■nipecied that he was fretting with cb^rin and 
envy at the aingnlar hoooor Dr. JohnMii bad lately 
enjoyed. At length, the frafllinesi and Eimplidty 
of his natnral character preTalled. He sprung from 
the sofa, adranced to Johnson, and in a kind of 
flatter, from imagining himself Id the slinattan 
which be had jnst been hearing described, ex- 
claimed, " Well, yoD acquitted yonrself in this con- 
versation iKlter than 1 should have done ; for I 
should have bowed and stammered through the 
iriioleofit." 
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BoBWBLL was first iLtrodnced lo-the acquabtatice 
. o£ Dr. JtdiDBoii at the honte, of T. Davits, formerl)' 
■n actor, bat then a bookeetler, in RuEsel-slreet, 
CorEDt-garden. In the course of the conrer^atioD, 
JobuBon (aid, oddressiog hioieelf to Davlea, " What 
•do. yon tbiiik of Gu-rick ? He has refused me an 
ordcrfor the play far Misi WiUiams, becaiiie he 
liDOWS the hotue wiU be Call, and that an order - 
mmld be worth three BbillliigB." Eager lo lake 
'any opening lo get into coDverMtion with him, lie 
-ventured lo say, " 0, sir, I cannot- tliink Mr. 
Garrick would gnidKe.siich a iiiSe lo you.*' " Sir," 
stid he, with a siern look, " I have known David 
Oarrick longer than yon bare done : and I know no 
■ri^il yonbate to talk to me on the »obj(K?t." Bol'. 
well BubjnDs in a note; " That ibis was a mo> 
-meDlary sally against Garrick ilif^ve can be no 
doobi : for, at Johnson's desire, he tiaii, sume years 
before, giren a benefit-uight st his theatre to Ibis 
very person, by which she had got two hundred 
pouodg. Johnson, indeed, upcm allotheroccaaioua, 
when I was in his company, praised the very liberal 
charity of Ganlck. [ once mentioned to him, ' It 
is observed, sir, that you attack Oarrick yonnelf, 
bat will BuSer nobody elsbto do it.' Johnson, 
smiling. ' Why, sir, that ia trne.' " 

Another lime, talking of Garrick, be said i " He 
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b tha first man la the world tbr sprigbtly cod- 
■enatiOD.*' 

Of the maater of the ceremonies at fiath he once 
Mid : " Derrick maf do rery well aa long as be can 
ontrunhis character; bnc the moment hU charac- 
ter gets ap with him, it is all over." 

Ills, however, but jaet to record, that Mine years 
afterwards, when Boswell remlniled him of Ibis 
MTcasm, he s^d, " Well, but Derrick has now got 
a ebaracter that be need not ran away ^m." 

OfOoldBmith he observed : '■ Dr. Goldamith it 
ooe of Ibe first men we now hare as an aolhor, 
and he is a very worlh)' man too. He has Veen 
loose in 1^ pi^nciples, but be a coming right." 

Again : " Sir, be is ao much afraid of bdog 
onnoticed, that he often talks merely lest yon 
ahonld forget that he is In ibe eompany." Bos- 
vrxu.. " Yei, he stands forward." Johnson. 
" Ti*ae,'iilr ; bnt if a man is to stand forward, he 
ikonld wish to do it not in an awkward posture, 
not in rags, not so as that he shall only be exposed 
to ridicnie." Boswell. " For my part I like vetj 
wfell to hear honest Goldsmith talk away carelessly." 
Johnson. " Why, yes, sir ; bat he should not like 
to hear himself." 

And another lime : " Goldsmilb referred every 
thing to vanity J bia virtues and his rices too were 
from that motive. He was not a Mcial man. He 
never exchanged mind with yon." 

Dr. John Campbell, the celebrated political and 
Wographical writer, being mentioned, Johnson 
said, " Campbell 1) a man of much knowledge, and 
bM a good share of imagination. HU Hermlppua 
BedMvas' is vwy entertatoh^;, as an account of 
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tbe Hermetic phUotophj, aod u fun\ib\ag a co* 
rious bistory of the extraragances of (he hamaD 
mind. It it were merely iDisgiau'r, it wonld be 
notbiag at all. Campbell is not alwftys rigidly care. 
fill of [rath in his conrertatioo ; but I do not be- 
lieve there ie any thiug of this CBrelenaness iu hii 
books, Campbell ie a ijood man, a pious man, I 
am afraid he hai not been in tbe inude of a charch 
for many years ; but he aerer passes a church with- 
oat pulling off bia bat. Tbia abowa that be hat 
good principles. I used to go pretty often W 
Campbell's on a Sunday evening, lilt 1 began to 
consider, that thfe shoala of Scotchmen trho Sacked 
about him might probably say, when any thing of 
mine tvaa well done, ' Ay, ay, he baa learnt thia of 
Cawraell?*' " 

Bosw^ expressed a-^ire to be Hcijnainted with 
a lady who bad been much talked of, and nulrer* 
sally celebrated for extraordinary address and insi- 
nnatiou. Johnson. " Never believe extraordinary 
diaraclers which you hear of people : depeild upon 
it, sir, they are extiggeraied. You do not see one 
man shoot a great deal higher than another." Boa* 
well mentioned Mr.finrke.JoHNGON." Ves; Bnike 
if an extraordinary man. HI) stream of mind ii 
perpetual." Johnson's high escimution of tbe ta- 
lents of Ibis gentleman' was uniform &vtn their 
early acquaintance. Sir Joshua Keynolds said, tbat 
when Mr.Burke vras first elected a member of par- 
liament, and sir John Hawkins expressed a wonder 
at bis attaining a seat, Jobuson replied, " Now we. 
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Mr. BnrkG, know, tbat he wU be one of 
tbftSiM men In ibe couDtr;." 

Of I>r. Taytorof Asbbonme, Johnson Mid, "Tay. 
Isc fs a TC17 seorible acute man, and hu a Itroag 
atDd : be hu great actiTlty ia some respecU ; and 
yet such a sort of Indolence, that, if yon should put 
|i pebUe QpOQ hia cblmney-plece, yoa would find it 
ihen, la tbe aame BtaEe, a year afterwards." 

Talklnf of an acqaidntancc, dlstio^iahed for 
knowing an nncomaion variety of miscfUaneont 
artidet both in andqnlties and polite Uteratnre, he 
obierved, " Yon know, air, he rana abont with 
Utile weight npon his miud." And talking of an- 
otiier rery tngenions gentleman, wbo, ^m the 
•rvmlh of his temper, was at rariance mlh many 
of hii acqnalotance, and wished to aroid JliUqL 
be8ald,"9ir,heleadslhe)ireofanontlaw>* ''^. 
. Dr. BobMteoD expatiated on the character of a 
cert^u nobleman; thalhewaioneof thestrongent. 
winded men that ever lired ; that he wonld lit In 
eompany qnlte slag^h, while there was nothing to 
call forth bii intellectual Tigonr ; tnt the moment 
that any Mportaat iab}ect was started, fbr instance, 
bow tbit eonntiT U to be 4efaidad ag^nat a Freodi 
bmAw, he waatd imiac Umself, and show hla 
atnonSwuT tidcM* wHh the moat powerfol atL 
ArMdamnatian. JaBHaoH. " Yet thii aaa cB 
U* own throat. . The tnie strong and Kntsd ntnd 
la the mind that can embrace eqaally great thii^ 
and snalL Now I am totd the king of Pnuita will 
tsy to a afnaiit,. ' Biing mc a bottle of snch a 
trine, which came b such a year ; it lies in such a 
corner of die ceUan.' 1 wonM have a man great 
in great thl^, and degant in little thlngi." Ha 
h3 



wid to Boswell ■fterwirda, nbcD tbej were by 
tbemselreB, " Babertton nu io a inighiy iraoanttc 
tauino«r] be talked of one wbomhe did nut know; 
tmC I dDtmAf bim with the king of PniFiiii." Bos- 
well. " Yes, rfr, yon threw a bottle at bii head." 
An iiigenioMs genilemaD was mentioned, concern- 
ing whom both Robertaon lad Ramgay egTecd that 
he had a coDslant fiTmneM of mind ; for after a 
laboriosa day, and amidat a mnltipHcit; of cares 
and anxieties, be wonld sit down with bia aiiters, 
and be quite cheerfnl and good-bomonred. Socb 
• diapoeition. It was observed, was a bappy gift of 
natnre. Johnson. " I do not tbink so ; a man baa 
from nature a certain portion of mind ; the nae he 
makes of it depends npon his own free will. That 
a man has always the same firmness of mind, 1 do 
not say; beouise every tgan feels his mind less 
firm at one time than another; bnt I think a men's 
being in a good or bad humonr depends npon bit 
\dlL" " I, however,'' Bosweil adds, " could not 
belp Ihiuking, that a man's hnmonr is often DncMi- 
troUehle by bis wiU." 

He thos characterised the duke of Denmahlre, 
grandfather of the present reptcseniatiie of that 
very respectable family : " He was not a man of 
snpeiior abilittea, but lie was a man strictly faithfOl 
to his word. If, for instance, he had promised 
Jon an acorn, and none had grown ibac year in hia 
woods, be would not hare contented himself with 
that ekcnse : he would hare sent to Denmark for it i 
so nnconditional was be in keeping bis wtn^; m 
high as to the point of honour." litis wa« a 
liberal testimony from the Tory Johnson to the vir- 
t«B of a great Whig m ' ' 
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Muuon gare, to hU h»ppy discitminaltre aeii- 
ner, a portrfdt of the late Mr. Fitzherbert of Derby, 
sblre. " TheTC wu no ipatkle, no brllliuie; in 
Fltzberbert; but 1 oereT koeir a mm who wai «o 
generally acceptable. He made every body qnlte 
easy, oTcrpowered aabody by tbe luperiority of bli 
talents, mode do niui IfaiDk wone of hiouelf by 
being bu nvti, seemed almya to Ustea, did not 
oblige yon to hear much from him, and did not 
oppose wbat yoa Mid. Every body liked him ; 
bm be had no. friend, aa I Daderstand Ibe word, 
nobody with whom he exchanged intimate thonghta. 
People were wllliag to think well of erery thing 
abiat him, A gentleman was making ao affected 
rant, u maBj people do, of great feelings about 
• bis dear sou,' who was at school near London t 
bow aazioua he wu lest he might be 111, anl 
what he would give to see taiin. ' Can't yon,' said 
Filzberbert, ' take a post-chaise, and go to b\ml' 
Thiit, to be tJire, fiaitlted the aSected man; bU 
there was not much la it.* However, this wa« 
circulated as wit for a whole muter, and I believe 
a part of a summer too ; a proof that be was no 
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very wttty man. 
of the obserratioD, that a inaa will pleue more 
spoil the whole by upfratiTe qualities than by poil- 
Gvti by Dercr offeikliiig, than by giving a great 
deal of delight. In the first place, tnm hale more 
-tleadilf than they lore : and if I have said some- 
thing to hurt a man once, I shell not get the better 
of this, by aayingbiBny things to please hitu." 

Speaking of a cerlain literary friend, be fsH — 
" He is a very pompous pnzzllng fellow; he lent 
we a letter once that somebody had wnllen to liim, 
no matter what it was aboni ; bnt he wqnted to 
bare the letter back, and exprecsed a mighty ralue 
for it; hehopedit WHS to be met withagain; he 
wonld not lose i( Cor a thnnsand pounds. I laid 
my hanil upon It loon afteiifnrdi, and gave it him'. 
I ttelieve, I said I was very glW to have' met wltb 
It, O, then he did not knort that it signified any 
^ thing. ' So yon see, when the letter was la«t it wai 
noitb B thousand pounds, and when i( waa found 
it was not worth a farthing." 
■ A writer of des^rred fipiuence being mentioned, 
Johpson Kaid, " Why, sir, he is a man of good 
parts, but being originally poor, he has got a love of 
mean company aud low Jocolarily; a very bad thing, 
sir. To langh Is good, and to, talk is good ; but 
yon ought ijo n}ore to think it enough if you lau)ih~, 
than yon are to tbitik It enough if you talk. Von 
may laugh In as many ways a» you t^lk ; and Burely 
mety way of talking that is pracileed cannot Ik 
esteemed." 

" Has not •■ • • • • a great deal of wit, At I"' 
Johnson. " 1 do not think !o, sir. He ia^ indeed, 
contluoally attempting wit, but he ^Is : and [ have 
no more plesBure in hearing a man atlempling wit 



and Mting, tbsn tn teeing a BtButntng to leap OT«r 
a dileb, tnd tmubliiig iDio It." 

He dencribed the lather of one of his frieoda 
thm ; " Sir, he maa so exuberaiit a talker at poblle 
meetinsi, that tbe geutlemeti of hii coanty were 
•fraid of liim. No bnsiness conld be done for hla' 
dedamation." 

Talkiug of a penurlons gentleman of bis ac- 
qo^Dlance, JohnsoD eiud, " Sir, he is narroiT, Dot 
M iDBeL from avarice, aa rrom impotence to spend - 
Iii« money. He cannot find in his heart to ponr ont 
a bottle of nine ; bnt be would not mnch care tf h 
■botUd Bonr." 

In Ibe evening tbe rer. Mr. Seward, of I^lcbfield, 
' who waa paising through Ashbourne In his way 
borne, drank tea there at Dr. Taylor's. Joboson 
deacribed him ihns ; " Sir, his ambition Is to be 
a fine talker; so be goes to Buxton, aud such iiluces, 
I where he may find conipaniea to listen to Mm. 
And, sir, he is a Tidetodinariao ; out of those who 
are always mendiog themselres. I do not know a 
more dixagreeable character Iban a valetudinarian, 
who thinks be may do anything that is for bis ease, 
and Indalges himself in the grossest freedoms : sir, 
he brings himself to the state of a hog in a ity." 

Talking of some of the modern plays, he said 
Falit Delicaeg was totally void' of character. He 
prdsed Oolddmith's Good-natured Mam said it 
was the best comedy that had appeared since The 
Provoked Hiaband, and that tliere had oot been Of 
late any soch characiereihlblted on the stage as that 
of Croaker. Boswell observed it was the Scspirins 
of his Rambler. He said, Goldsmith bad -owned be 
bad borrowed it thence. " Sir," continued he. 
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'.' there U all the differeLce Id (he world betiveca 

cliaraclera of nature and characters of manners ; 
and there n tbe diCTerence between the characters 
of Fielding and thoae oi UichardsoD. Chu-acl«« 
of manners are verf eutertuuing ; bat they arc to 
be nnderstood by a more BaperGcial observer than 
characters of natare, where a man most dive into 
the recesses uf the hamau heart." 

He always appeared to estimate the compositiotis 
of Kichardson too hi)jhl;, and to have an aureasou- 
able prejudice ag^nst Fielding. In cotaparing these 
two writers, he nseil this expresulou : " There Is 
(IS great a difference between them, as between a 
man who kuowi bow a natch is made, and a man 
who can tell tlie honr by looking on (he dial-plate." 
Thii was a short and lignrative statement of hia 
distinction between drawing characters of nature 
and characters only of manners. " Bat 1 cannot 
help being of opinion," leioarks Boswell, " that 
the neat watches of Fielding are as well conslmcled 
as Che large clacks of lilcliardson, and.lhat his dlal- 
jilales are brighter. Fielding's characters, though 
they do not espand themselves so widely in disser- 
taljou, are as just pictures of human natnre, and 1 
will venture to say, have more striking feature*, 
and ulcer touches of the pencil ; and though John- 
son ascd to iguote witti approbation a saying of 
Itichard sou's, ■ that the virtues of Fielding's heroes 
were the vices of a truly goml man,' 1 will venture 
to add, that the moral tendency of Fielding's wrl> 
tings, though it does not encourage s strained and 
rarely possible virtue, \* ever favourable to honour 
and honesty, and cherishes the benevolent and ge- 
nerous aHections. He who is as good as Fielding 
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woDid make Mm, Is an ftmiable member of ■odely, 
and may be led on by aiore regulated iustracton, 
to a higher etale of ethicnl perfectiou." JobnsoD 
proceeded: " Erenslr Francii Wroughead is acho- 
racter of manaers, tbough drani) with great- ba- 
mour.'" He then repeated, very hapijily, all Blr 
Francis's credulous accouat (o Manly of his bring 
with " the great man" aud securing a place. Bos- 
well Bailed bim, if (he Sutpiciout Husband did not . 
ftimlah a well-drawn eharacler, thai of Banger ? 
Johnson. " No, 8ir;~Ranger is just a rake, a 
mere rake, and a lively young fellow, bat ih) cSa- 

" As a cnrious instance," says Boswell, " bow 
lit^e a man knowa, or wiehei U> know, his own 
ebaracter in the world ; or, rather as a coDrindng 
proirf, that Johnson's rongbness wais only external, 
and did not proceed from bis heart, I insert the fol- 
lowing dtalogae : — Johnson. ' It is wonderful, sir, 
liow rare a qnality good humour is in life : we meet 
with very few good-bamoured men.' I mentioned 
fbnr of onr friends, none of whom he would allow 
lo be good-hnmoarcd : one waa acid, another wat 
vmddg, and to the others he bad objections which 
hare escaped me. Then shaking bis bead, and 
stretching himself at ea$e in the coach, and emiliii|( 
Wl(b macb complacency, be turned lo me, and said, 
' I look npon mgaelf at a good-humoured fellow.' 
Hie epithet felloa, applied to the great lexico- 
grapher, the stately moralist, the masterly critic, 
as if he had been Sam Johnson, a mere pleasant 
companion, was highly diverting; aud this light 
notion of himself strack me wiih wondA. I an- 
ww«ted (also imiliag), 'No,iK>,sirfr that v^W 
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(la: yon are good-natured, bnt Dot good-lniiiiOUK3| 
you uv irucibte : ;oa bftre nM pMlence with foUj 
and abenidlty. f bellerc jtn waaH porAMi cbem, 
if there were time to deprecate yonr fcngeance { 
bat paalthraeDt follows lo qaick after lentetiM^ 
that ttiey caanot ew^w.' " 
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BoiweLL beiDg aboat to travel, mji of Jotnutni, 
" He advised ne, when abroad,- to' be aa miidi u I 
coold with the profeswrs ia (be nniTenitiea, and 
vrith llie clergy ; fur, from their coDtersatioii I 
taif^t expect the best accouuta of ererj thing. In 
whatever connlry 1 should be, with the addition^ - 
adrsatage of keeping my learning alive. 

" It will be observed, that when giving me advice 
u lo my travels. Dr. Johnion did not dwdl apoa 
dtlea, md poLuxs, and pictarei, and abowi, and 
AtcadiiB Bceoea. He wai of Lord Essex's opinion, 
who advitea his kinsman Roger, earl of Ratlwid, 
'. rather (o go a hundred mUei to apeak HdlhiHt 
~ wIm tnan, than live miles to see a fair town.* ** 

At a period long mbseqnent to this, he tella Hi, 
" He talked with an uncommon animation of ti«. 
vdllng Into distant conutriea ; that the mind wa* 
fnlarged by It, and that an acqniuilon of dignity of 
character was derived from it. He expressed a pat- 
tlenlar enthusiasm with respect to visiting the wall 
of China. I caiched It for the momeDt, and aaid,J 
re^T believed I aboiddgo and mc tbe wall of Qiina, 






TRA«W. ISl . 

bid I not chUdrea, of whom it wu mj daty to take 
□are. ' Sir,' laid he, * by doiog bo, you iroaM da 
what woHld be of importimce lu ndaiug your cbil- 
drtn to emiuence. There woirid be a lustre t6- 
Seeled upon them from your g|iirit and cariosity. 
They vroaJd be at oil limes regariled aa the children 
of a tuon who had gone to view the wall of Chiuh 

Speaking of Brace, Boswelt aaya, " Johnma told 
tne, that he had been in the coupnoyof ^gentle* 
nuut whose eitraordiDary travels had beeu mach 
the iDbject of CDnvenaiioD i but I found he had 
not listened to him with that full crafidence, with< 
oat which (here is little aatiafactioD in the Bodeljr 
«f traveUers. I wat cnriooi) to bear what opinion 
■o able a judge as Johnsoii had formed of bis abi- 
lities, and 1 athed, if he woa not a man of sense. 
Johnson. ' Why, sir, he is not a distinct relater t 
and I shonld My, he is neither abounding nor de- - 
ficient Id aeose. I did not perceiie any luperioritr 
of nndentandlng.' Boswell. ' But will yuu not 
allow him a noUeness of resoiutiou, io penetrating 
inio distaot regions ?' Johnson. ' That, eir, is 
not to the present purpose ; we are Calki ng offense. 
A fighting-oock-'has a nobleness of resolaiiou.' " 

The fulluwiug caovErsation occurred at a tavern, 
lUoing with a uumeroua company. Johnson. " I 
hwe been reading Twiss's Travels in Spain, which 
are jnst come out. They are as good OMXhe firat 
book of iravela that you will take up, 'Hiey areas 
good as those of Keytler or Blaiuiille ; nay, as Ad- 
dison's, if yon except the learnlug. They are not so 
good as Brydone's, but iliey are better than C*o- 
cocke'B. I have not. Indeed, cut the leaves yet ; tut 
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I hire ittA Id tbmi where (he pagtt are open, and I 
do DM anppose that what ia ia the pages irhlch are 
closed ia n'orne than whM i> In the open pages. It 
wotild seem," he added, " that AcldisoD bad not ac' 
quired much italiaa learolng, for w« do not find It 
Inlrodnced into hia writiDga. TKe onlyinatance that 
I Kcollvct, li his quoting ' Staai bene,- per itar 
nteglia, tto qui.' " ■ 

■ Bnswell meDtiocrd Addison's hsTlng bomiried 
nanyof hie classical remarks from Leandro Alberd. 
Mr. Beanclerk aaid, " It was alleged, that he had 
borroired alaofrom another Italian author." John- 
SON. " Why, air, all who go to look for what the 
classics have said of Italy, must find (he same paa- 
aagee ; and I aheulil thhib it would be oue of the 
flrsc thinga the Jtaliana would do, on (be reriral of 
- learning, to collect all that (he Roman aathora hare 
Kdd of Iheir Cdunti-y." 

Mr. Thrale had long planned a Joumej to Italy 
with bis family, in which Dr. Johnwn waa to ac- 
company (hem ; and even after the death of Mr. 
Tfaride's sou, a journey to Italy waa stiU in the 
doctor's though Is. He aaid, " A man who has not 
eeoln It aly ia al*aye consdona of an ioferlorilyi 
from hia not having aecn what ii ia expected a man 
ahould eee. 'llie grand object oftiaieUingia, to see 
the ahorea of the Mediterranean. On those aborea 
were the ibnr great empires of tbe warld— the Aa- 
syrian, the Peruan, (he Grecian, an<} the Roman; 
All oar religion, almoatallour law, almost all onr 
arta, almost all that sets ns abore saTagea, has 
come from the ahorea of the Meditenanean." 
General Paoll obacrved, " The Hedlterraneao woold 
be a Ddble ntject for apotm," 
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BoaweU mentiODcd a scheme whicii be bad of 
making a tonr to the Isleaf Miui, HadgiriBgafltll 
accoDDt of it ; nod that Mr. Bariie had plajlbllf 
■Dented as a motto, 

" The proper ttndj of mHDkind Ii Man." 

JoHNEON. " Sir, you will get more by the book 
iban (he jaant will cast yon ; so yon wilt have yoar 
diieriioD for nothing, and add to your reputation." 
. Dr. JohnBon observed, " That every body com- 
mended hU Journey to the Weitem IsUnda, as it 
were, in their own way. For iiiEtance," said he', 
"■ Ur. Jackson (the all-^nontng), told me there waa 
more good seuse upon trade in it, thau be ihonld 
hear ih tbe honie of commons in a year; except 
from Burke, '. Jones commeoded the part which 
treats of lai^age ; Burke that which deacribea tbe 
Inhabitants of tuooDtainous couatries." 

Johnson. "■ I liave been reading Thickoesse'a 
Travels, nhich, I think, are enlerlaiiiiiig." Bos- 
WBLL. " Wbat, sir, a good hooli ?" Johnsoi^. 
f Yea, sir, to read opce ; I do not say yon are to 
Aake a study of it, and digest It : and 1 believe i( to 
be a true bookin liis intention. All trareliera genC' 
rally mean to tell truth ; though Thick nea?e observes, 
Dpon Smollet's account oF his alarming a whole Inwn 
in Fiance by tiring a blunderbuss, and frightening a 
French aohleman till be made htm tie on his port- 
manlean — that he would be loath to say Smollet bad 
told two lies iu one page ; bnt be had fonnd the 
only town in France where these things could have 
happened. Travellers roust be often mistaken : to 
every thing, except where mensuration can he ap- 
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piled, the; nftf honestly diSer. There hu been, «f 
late, a itrange torn iu traretlen to be dtspleued.'' 

Boawell expreased dome tnctiaatioa to pabliali an 
Bcconutof bie 7Vac«/t upon the coDtioeot of Europe, 
for which he had a varielj of materials collected. 
JoBNSON. " I do not say, sir, ;ou may not publiab 
jroDr travels ; but I gire you hit opinion, that yon 
voDld lesBMi yourself by it. What am yoo tell of 
cenDtries so treH known as those nponthe contiuent 
o^ Enrope, nhicb yon have risiled?" Bositsll,. 
" But I can give an entertsiniog oarratire, wltli 
tuany ioddeiitB, anecdotes, jeiut d'eiprii, aod i«> 
marks, so as 10 make very pleasuit reading." Johh- 
SOM, " Why, air, most inflrdern irarellers In Enrope, 
who have pobliahed their trarela, have been laughed 
at : I would not bare you added to the number. 
Tbe world ia now oot coDteated to be merely enter- 
tained by a traveller's narrative ; they want to learn 
something. Now some Of my frieoda asked me why 
1 did not give aome acconat of my intvels in Francs. 
Tte reason is plain ; intelligent readers had sees 
more of France than 1 had. You might have liked 
my travels in France, aod The Club might bara 
liked them ; but, upon the ivhole, there would 
have been more tidicule than good prodoced by 
tbem." BoswELi- " I cannot af(ree with yon, air. 
People would like to read what you say of any fhlng. 
Snppoce a face has been painted by fifty painters 
before, still we love to see It done by Sir Joshtu." 
JoRNaoH, " True, sir ; but Sir Joahna caonot paiat 
a face, when be has nat time to look on it." Bos- 
WRLL. " Sir, a sketch of any sort by him is nlaa^ 
hie. And, sir, to talk to yon in your owu stytej 
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fnUfog n; Tolce, and^Khaking m; bead) yoo lioaU 
have giren us yonr travels ia Fmnce. I am tar* 1 
am right, and thtr/t an sad om'l." 

BoBndl wid to him, that il wH» rtrtalnlr trae, ai 
hia friend Dempster had obiprred in his letter to 
btm upon ibe sabject, that a great part of what 
was Id his Jtmraer to the Weslern I«latid) of 
Scotland, had been in his mind before he left 
London. JoHNSO'i'. " Wby yes, (Er, the toidea 
were ; and hooka of travels will he good In propor- 
tioD to what & men baa preTioaalr in his uiiuf, 
hii knowing what to observe, his power of con- 
trasting one mode of life with another. At the 
Spanish proverb sayj, ■ He, who would bring hoMe 
the wealth of the Indies, muat carry the wealth oT 
the ladiefl with him.' 3o itiiin traveUing t a man . 
mast carry knowledge with him, if lie wonld bring 
borne knowledge.'' Bobwbll. " The prorerb, I 
inppoEF, sir,, means, he most carry a large stock 
with him to trade with." Johnson. " Yea, sir," 

A gentlemitn having corae in who was to go u. 
a mate \u Ibe ship tdoug with Mr. Banks and Ur. 
Solander, Dr. Jolioson asked what were the names 
of the ihip» destined for tlie expedition. The tcen- 
tlemaa answered, they were once to be called the 
Drake and tlie Raleigh, hut now they were to be 
called the ReMdaiion and the Adveotnre. Johnsom. 
" Hnch better ; for had the Haleigh retnrped with. . 
ont going ronnd the world, it would have been ridi> 
cnlODs. To give them the names of the Drake and 
the Baleigh, was laying a trap for satire." ,Boi- 
WBU. " Had not yon some desire to go upon tUi 
expedition, sit ?" Johmson. " Why yes, Iml I soon 
laid it aside. Sir, tliere is very Utile of lotdteetnal ■ 
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intbeconnei beftdei, I»eebutal a small distance: 
solt'was not wonb m)' ivh[lc to go to eee blnta 
fl7, wbkh I should not hnve Ken Sj; and GslieB 
nrin, nbicb 1 ibonld not hare eeen swim.* 



- LAW. 

BoswELL ineptioned that a gay friend had advised 
btm aat^Dst bdag a lawyer, because be would be 

, e«celled by plodding blockheads. Johnson. "Why, 
lit, in the fonudlary and atatutary part of law, a 
plodding blockhead may excel ; bat, lii the luge- 

, tdooB and rational pait pf it, a plodding blockhead 
can nerer eicel." 

Sir Alexander Macdonald observed to him, ** I 
think, sir, almost all great lawyer!, such at least ai 
have wriiten upon law, have knowu only law, and 
. nothing elae." Johnson, " Why, no, eir; Jadge 
Hale WW) a great lawyer, and wrote upon law, and 
ytt be knew a great many other things, aiidliaa 
written upon other things. Sclden loo." Sir A, 
" Vetjtme, sir, and I|Ord Bacon. But was noi 
Lord Coke a mere laivyerj" Johnbom. "Why,! 
am aliBJi he was ; bat be would have taken It very 
ill [f yon had told him so ; he would have prosecuted 
yoa for Mandal." Boewell. " Lord Mansfield is 
aot a mere lawyer," Johnson. " No, sir, I never 
wn Id Lord Maoslield'.H company ; bat Lord Mans- 
field was diltinguished at. the university. Iiord 
Manlfidd, when he first came to town, drank 
Champagne with the witi, an Prior safs. He was 
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IbefHendof Pope." SikA. "Barriiters, Ibdlne, 
are not to abnaive nolf as tbey svere tormerlj. I 
foncf thej bad less law long ago, and so were obliged 
to lake b> abate, to fiU up the time. NowtheybBTe 
■neh a number of precedents, they have no occuion 
tot abate." Johnson. " Nay, air, tbey had mors 
law long ago than they hare uow. As to precedenU, 
to be Bore they w'ill increase in coarse of lime; bot 
tlie more precedents there are, the lesi oaxAoa 
U tbere far law ; tbat is lo say, the less occadoo b 
there for inieatigatlnB principies." 

Baewellaikedhitu,wbether,ai a moralist, be did 
not tbiok, that the practice of (he law. In tome de- 
gree, hart the fine feeling of boaeuij. Johnson. 
" Why no, sir, if yon act properly. Yoo are not to 
deceire yoor clieata witb false re presen talons of 
;oar opinion : you are not to tell lies to ajndge." 
BoswKLL. " But what do ][oa ibiDk of sapportioR 
a cause which yon know lo be bad ?" Johnson. 
" Sir, yon do not know it lo be good or bad, till the 
jQiIge determines it. 1 have said, tbat you areto 
state facts furly; so tbat your thinking, or what 
yon call knowing, a cause to be bad, mus^be trom 
reasoning, mast be from your auppoaing your argn> 
ments to be weak and iacaaclnsire. But, lir, that 
U not enough. An argument, which does not oon- 
Tlnce yourself, may convince the judge to whom yon 
nige It : and if it does conrioce him, why, then, 
sir, jroa are wrong, and h« is tight. It is his bual- 
neaa toJndgCi and you are not to be cou&deut in yotlr 
own opinion, that a cause is had, but to eay'all you 
can for yoor client, and then hear-ihe Jddge's 
opiuDD," BoawELL. " But, air, does not affecting 
a warmth when yon have do warmth, and appear- 






168 JOHNSON! ANl. 

tog to be.dearl)' ofoneopinioD, wlieti yon are In 
realllf ofRnother — ioes no[ such dUsimnUtioD im- 
psir oDe'H hoiiesiy ? It ibere not sonic danger, that 
a lawjer may put on the laine mask in commoD life, 
in the intercODne with his frieoilf t" JoHNiOtr, 
" Why, nil, tir ; every body knows you are paid for 
affecting warmth for your client; Hud it istberefoie 
properly no ditalmnlation. The mooent yoa come 
from the bar, yon Tesnme yonr usual hehaTioitKi 
Sir, a mui will no more carry Ibe artifice of the bar 
into the cnmmoD iutfrcourf e of society, than a man 
ifrho Ib (Hkid for tnmbliug upon bis hauds will coo- 
tlnoe to tumble when he should walk on bi« feet." 

Speabingof the imeardiigkt, to which lome me- 
tbodiil« pretended, he said, it whs a principle nt- 
terly Incompatible vrMi social or ciril fficurlly. " if 
a man," said be, " pretends to a principle ofwhich 
I CBn know natting, nay, not to much as that ba 
has it, bat only that he pretends to it ; bow can I 
tcUwhatthatpersonmaybeprompted to do? When 
a perMu profeasei to be governed by a writien as- 
cerbrined law, I can then hnnw where to find him." 

Talking of law cases, he said, " The English re- 
ports, in general, are very poor : only (he half of 
what has been sa^ is taken down, and of that half 
much is mistaken ; whereas, la Scotland, the ar- 
gnments on each side are deliberately put in writing, 
to be consider^ by the court. I think, a collecltoD 
of your cases upon sutijects of importance, 4ith ths 
opinions of tbt judges upon them; would be va- 

OfHr. Andrew Stnart'sLetters to Lord Mansfield, 
on the celebrated Douglas cause, Bosweil said to him, 
" Uay it' not be doobted, nr; whether It be proper 
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to pnUiati ktlers, Bmtgnlog the ultimate dedrioa 
of an important cause by the taptcnte )«dicatDre of 
the uatton." Johhsoh. ■* No, sir, 1 do not think 
It was irronf to pabUsh these letters. If Ibey are 
thooght to do harm, why not auwer them ? Bat 
they wiU do do harm : if Mr. Douglas be indeed the 
Km of Lady Jane, be cannot be buit ; if he Iw not 
her son, and yet has the great estate of the familf 
ef Douglas, he may well enbmtt to have a pamphlet 
against him by Andrew Staart. Sir, 1 think sach » 
pitblicationdoes good, as tl does good to show na the 
poBsibilities of hnmun life. And, sir, yon will not 
say, that the Dooglas canae waa a cause of easy de- 
cisioit, when it divided yonr cauit as much as it 
could do, to Ik determined at all. When yonr Judges 
are seven and scTen, the casting vote of the presi- 
dent must be ^Ten on one side or other ; no matter 
for my argument on which : one or the other tmul 
be taken ; as when I am to niove, there is no matl«r 
which leg I more first. And then, sir, it was other- 
wise determined here. No, sir, a more dubious de. 
termination of any question cannot be iraaglnad " 

Another time they talked of a book, .in w^ich Mi 
eminent jndge was arr^gned before Uie bar of the 
public, as haring pronounced an unjust decision 
in a great canse. Dr. Johnion mi^ntalDed, that 
this publication would not glw any tmeanness to 
the Judge. " For," smd he, " either he acted bo- 
vesUy, St he meant to do injustice. If he acted 
fionestly, his own concioustiesa will protect him ; If 
he meant to do injustice, he wiD be gUd to see th<! 
nan who attacks him, so much TOzed." 

Boswell and Johnson got Into an argotBenl, wbe- 
(lier the judges who west to India might iritli pro- 
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pricty engage i(i Xrnde. Johnoon warmly main. 
taiiii-J dial tiiej might ; " Fur nh;," he urged, 
" tliuQld Dot juclges grc riches, ox well as ibose who 
deserve Ibem less '." Boswell. *' They should hiirc 
lufficleot salaries, and hate uolhlug to lake off tbeir 
atlentlan from the aflair? of the public." Johnson. 
" No judge, sir, cati gire bis whole altenlion to his 
office ; and i[ is very proper he should employ what 
time he has to bimaeir, to hU ona advantage, iu 
the most profitable manoer." Davies enllyeaed the 
dispute, by making It somewhat dramatic. " Then, 
air, be may become, an usurer; and when he iii 
goiog to the bead], he may be stopped — ' Vour 
IprdshipcauDot go yet: here Is a bunch of inioices; 
Eei'eral ships are about to sail.' " Johnson. " Sir, 
you may as well say a judge should DothaFeahaasei 
for they may come aud tell him — ' yoar lordship's 
boBse is ou Are ;' and so, instead of minding; ihe 
baslu«Bs of bis cooTi, be i« (o be occupied in getting 
the engine with the greatest speed. There is no 
end of this. Every judge, who has laud, trades to 
ft certain esteut in com,, or.iu catite, and in tbe 
laud itself: undoubtedly, his steward acts for him, 
aud so do clerks. for a great merchant. AJudge 
maybe a farmer; but he is not to geld his own 
1^8. A judge nay play at cards for liisamnsemeai; 
but he is not to play at marbles, or chuck farthings, 
in the piazza. No, sir, there is no profesnion to 
wjiich a man gives a very great proportion of hia 
time. It is wonderful, when a cakuiation is made, 
how little the mind is BCtnally employed la the dis- 
chaise of any profession. Ho man would be a 
judge, upon, the condition of being totally a judge. 
The heel employedlawyerha^his mind at work bat 
for a small proportion of his time : a gicat deal of 
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hi« occDpMion la merely iBMhaDtMl. 1 once wrote 
for a masaiine : I made a calcDlalion, tbat If I 
«bODld wnlc but a page a day at the lame rate, I 
diould, in ten years, write nine ntlnmefi in folto, of 
an ocdinarj size and print." Boswell. " Such as 
Carte's Hbtory ?" JoHNgoN. "Yes, sir: when a 
man writes from fais own mind, he writes very rit- 
pidly : tbe greate«t part of a writer's Lime is spent 
In reading, in order to write ; a man will tnni over 
half a library to make one boot.'' 

Boswell argaed warmly against the judges' tradiag, 
and mentioned Hale as an instance of a perfect 
jndge, wl>o devoted himself entirely to his office. 
Johnson. " Hale, sir, attended toother things be* 
■ides law: he left a great estate." Boswell. 
*' Tbat was, becanse what he got accumnlatetl with, 
oat any eienion or auzlety on his part." 

After talking of the great cooseqnence which a 
man acquired by being employed in his profession, 
Boswell suggested a doubt of the justice of the gene- 
ral oplnion,4liat it is improper In a lawyer to solidt 
employment; "for why," he urged, "^oald it not i>e 
equally allowable to solicit that as the means of 
consequence, as it is to solicit votes to be elected a 
member of parliament ?" Mr.Stiahan had told him 
that a(;oDntrymaiiofhU,wbohad risen to eminence 
in the Ian, bad, when first making his way, soli- 
cited him to fet him employed In city causes. 
JOHN&ON. " Sir, it is wrong to stir np law-suits ; 
bnl when once it is certain tbat a law-suit is to git 
on, there is nothing wrong in a lawyer's endeavour-, 
ing that he shall have tbe benefit, rather than an- 
^other." Boswell. " You would not solicit em- 
ployment, air, if you were a lawyer." Johmson. 
'• No, sir i but not because Lshould think it wroug. 
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bnt becanw 1 ahoald dlsdun It." Tills m> a good 
digttnctioo, which will be felt by men of Just pride. 
He proceeded ; " Howerer, I cvonld not bare & law- 
yer be wanting to himself in using f^r means. 1 
wanld have him luject a little hint now and tbea, • 
to prevent his being orerlooked." 

Dr. JohneoQ marte a remark, which both Mr, 
Macbeiui and Baiwetl tlionghi new. It w«a this : 
that " the law agtinst asnry Is for the protectioD ot 
creditors as well a< debtors ; for If there were no 
Inch check, people waald be apt, from the tempta- 
tioD of great interest, to lend to desperate persons, 
bf whom they wonld lose their monej'. Accord* 
ingly, there are instances of ladies being mined, bj 
having InjudicioAsly sunk their fortunes far high an- 
Dnlties,whicb,afterafewycars,ceiiBedtobepaid, in 
consequence of the ruined drcnmstances of the bor- 

Talklng of a cotirt-martial, that wns sitting upon 
a Tcry momentons public occasion, he expressed 
mncb donbt of an enUghtened dcciuonj and mid, 
that perhaps there was not a member of it, who, lu 
the whole courw of bis life, had ever spent an hour 
b]> himself in baiandng probabilities. 

At a conTersatlon at dinnerone day at Mr. Hocde's, 
Mr. Nichol, the king's bookseller, and Boswell, au ' 
tempted to controiert the maxim, " better thai ten 
goilty should escape than one Innocent person 
suffer ;" and were answered by Dr. Johnson with 
great poi*er of reasoning and eloquence. He ably 
■bowed, that atiless civil institutions ensure protec- 
tk« to the innocent, all the conlidence which man- 
kind should have in them wonld be lost. 






When Ur. Beanderk was iU, JoboMii Inforaaed 
Boawell that, tliot^b he was Id great gaka, it vnu 
hoped he wan not ia danger; and that he nawwiahed 
to cooaalt Dr. Hebecden, to Ir; Iba effect of a " mio 



A pb^dau being meiHlOBed who had Io*t bli 
practice, 'became hii whiiodcallf chai^iv hii re. 
00011 had made people distraitfnl of lus, Botwell 
m^atalaed that this waa nnraaMHtaUe, v rofigioit 
is nncoDuected nilh medic^ skill. Johnson. " Sir, 
it U not uureawnable ; foe when people see a man 
abanrd In what thejr nnderatand, they mar coDc!n<ie 
the same of him in irhat the; do not andentand. 
If a phfBidan were to talie to-eotlng of bone.flesb, 
nobody noold emplo; Mm; though one maj' eat 
borse-Oeab, and be a very eUlfal phy»ictan. If a 
man were educated In an abmrd religion, his con- 
' tinning to profets it would not hurt him, though his 
clisnging to It would." 

.' Dr. Ta^or commended a (Ajsldan who wu 
known to him and Dr. Johnsut, aiid isid, " I &ght 
inanjr battles (or bim, as many people in tha connLry 
dislike him." Johnson. " But yon shonld consider, 
sir, that by every one of your rtctories he is a lour ; 
for erery man of whom you get the better, will be 
very angry, and resolve uot to emptoy him ; whereas, 
tf people get the better of yon in argumeut about 
him, tb«y'll think, ' We'U sepd fof Dr. ••••• nerer- 
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thcMk' " HiU wu an obsemtion deep and em 

In hmnan natoie. 

JohuBon meotioDed Dr. Barry's SfBtem of Phj^. 
" He WM a man," raid he, " who had acqnlred a 
high repatation In DablSo, came over to Englmd, 
and brought hiH repatation with him, but bad not 
^Bt iDcceiB. His notion waa, that pulsation occa- 
tions death by attrition ; and that, therefore, the 
way to preserve life ii to rrtscd polsatloo. Bat we 
know, that pnlsation is strongesc Iti infants, and 
that we increase in growth while it operates in Ita 
repilar coarse; so it cannot be the caase of desirne^ 
lion." Sooti after this, he said something *txj 
flattering to Mrs. TbraJe, which concluded with 
wishing herlODglife. " Sir," s^d Boswell, "If 
Dr. Barrjr's System be true, yon bare now ihoilened 
Mrs. Hirale's life, perbaps, some niuatM, b; acee- 
luattng ber pulsation." 



F[NEABTS. 

Wb fell into a diBqnisition, whether there is any 
beantyindepeadent of utility. General Paoll main- 
tained there was not ; Dr. Johnson, that there nai ; 
and he instanced a coffee-cnp, which he held \o his 
hand, the paluiiag of which was of no real Qse, as 
the cup would hold the coffee equally well if plain ; 
jret the ptdntlng was beantifiil. 

He fallowing conTersatlon passed between lerc' 
ral emloent men who h^ been dining together. 

F. " 1 hare beea looking at this (kmoas antiiiiie 
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marble dog of Mr. JeuDlDgs, rained at a tbMuand 

guineas, add to be Alciblades's dog." 

JoHNBON. " nil tul then mmt be docked. Tbat 
iras the nark of Alcibtades's dog." 

E. " A thousand guineas I The rejireseotatlon 
of no animal whatever ia worth so much. At this 
rale a dog wonid be better tbau a Uring lion." 

' Johnson. " Sir, it ia net the worth of the thing, 
bat of the skill Id forming it, which ia so biglily ea- 
timaled. Every thing tbat enlarge! the sphere of 
hnmaD powers, Ihat shows man he can do what he 
thought he conld not do, is valoable. Ilie first man 
who balBUced a straw upon hia nose; JobDeoa,who 
rode upon three horaes at a time ; in short, all SDeb 
meo, detemd the applanse of mankind, not ud ac~ 
connE of the nse of what thej did, bnt of the dex- 
terity ibey exhibited." 

' BoswBLL. " Yet, a misapplication of lime and 
aaaidaitj is not to be encoan^ed. Addison, in one 
of his Spectators, commends the jadgmeol of a 
king, who, as a soitable reward to a man Ihat hf 
long persevervice had attained to the art of throw- 
ing a barleycorn through the eje of a needle, E^^e 
him a bushel of barley." 

Johnson. " He must have been a king of Scot< 
land, where barley Is scarce." 

F. " One of the most antique figures of an ani- 
mal is the boar at Florence." 

' Johnson. " The first boar that ii well made to 
marble should be preserved as a tvoader. Wheameo 
arrive at a facility of making boan well, then tba 
workmanship I« not of such value ; but they shonld 
however be preserved as examples, and at a greater 
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aeauitj for tbe reatorottoa of the art, iheald It be 

kat." 

Being in compoDf nhh Gwyn the architect, John- 
■OD e:spieHed hit diSapprobatioD of OTnanieaial ar- 
icbiteciiire, mch as magDificent coltiniu sappordng 
It portico, or ezpensiTe pilasterB mpponing merely 
their own caplt«Li, " becBoae it c<»>siimei labour 
disproportiooMe to it» utility." For the swne rea- 
Boa he Miirised Btatoary. " Pdotiog," aald he, 
'* consnioeti labonr not ttisproportiooate to it* ef- 
fect ; bnt a fellow wiU hack half a year at a blodi of 
marble to make gomethipg in stone that hardly re- 
aemblea a man . Tbe value of gtataary is owing to 
its difflcDlty. Yoa wonld not raloe Che fiaest head 
rot upon a carrot." The spiHt of the artiat roee 
against what lie thought a Gothic attack, and be 
wade a brisk defence. " What, sir, you willallow no 
valne to beauty id architecture or in ititnarr? 
Why ihould we allow it then in wiiting ? Why do 
you take the trtmble to give as w many fine slln- 
siona, andbrighttmageB,andeIegBntpbraEes ? You 
might coQTey all your inatraction mthoul these or- 
nameDts.'' JohaaoD smiled with complacency, bai 
Btid, " Why, rfr, all these omameata ace osefol, be. 
cause they obtain an easier reception tor truth ; bnt 
a building is not at all more conrenleat for b«ug 
decorated with superfluous carved work." 
Talking of Mr. Barry's exhibition of hia jjctures. 
' Johnson. " Wliatever the band may havedone, the 
^ wind has done its part. There is a grasp of mind 
there, which joh Snd no where else." 

He thought portrait-panting an Improper em- 
ployment for a woman. " PuMic practice of any 
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art," he observed, " and staring in men's facet, U 
Tcry indelicate la a female." 

After baring talked sllghCnglf of mniic, he 
was obterved to Uslen very attenliTely wbile Miss 
Thrale placed on the barpaichorri, and with eager. 
Deas he caUed to her, " Why don't yoa dash away - 
like Barney ?" Dr. Bameyj npon thU, sidd to him, 
" I beliere, sir, we shall make a musician of yoa 
at last." Johnson, with candid complacency, re- 
plied, " Sir, I Bhall be glad to hare a new seuse 

Boswell Bpoke of Mr. Harris, of Salisbnrj, as 
being a very Itamed msn, aud, in particnlar, an 
eminent Grecian. Johnson. " I atn. not sure of 
that. His friends give him ont aa such, bnt I know 
not who of his frieuds are able to judge of it." 
GoLDEBHTH. " He Is what is much better ; he is a 
worthy humane man." Johnson. " Nay, sir, that 
is not to the purpose of our argument : that will as 
much prove that he can play upon the fiddle aa well 
as Giudioi, as that he Is an emiaent Grecian." 
Goldsmith. " The greatest musical performers 
have bat email emolumentB. Giardini, I aoi told, 
does not get above seven hundred a year." John- 
son. " That IE indeed bm little for a man to get, 
who does best that which so many endeavour to do. 
There is nothing, I think, in which the power of 
art ia shown' so mncb as in playing on the fiddle ; 
in all other things we can do something at firsc 
Any man will forge a bar of iron, if you give him a ?" 
hammer ; not so well as a suilh, but tolerably. A 
mail will saw a piece of wood, and make a boic, 
though a clumsy one ; bnt give him a fiddle und a 
fiddle-Slick, and he can do nothing." 
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. LITERATURE. 

With reipect to the prospecis helil on 
Urer in the amer of liti^ralnre, n cai 
wat commaDlcated 1^ Dr.Jobmou himself to Hr. 
ioha NichoU. Mr. Wikox the txlakwllrr, on bdnf 
Informed hj him that his iHleatioa wa» to get bli 
livdihood aa an antlior, eyed hii robatt frame al- 
tCDtively, aitd, with a Bignificant look, said, " Yoh 
had better bnya porcei'i! Iipol." He howerer aildadi, 
" Wilcox wan one of my beat friends." 

One of his earliest iubaun wax ihecompilattMiof 
ibe debates In parlianlent, for the Oeutleiuau'* Ma- 
gazine, nhich be did fran rery ileuder Memurao- 
danj». He told a friend, however, that as won m 
he found the speeches were thoiqht genalne, be de- 
lemiDed he would write no more of lliem; "for ht 
would not be accesfory )u (he propagallou of ftlae- 
hwid.' And such waa Ibe leudertieas of hU can- 
■dence, that u abort time before his death, he ezr 
preued bit regret for b!i hiring been the audiM i4 
Scttoni^ which bad puwd lot itaUdei. 






The rapidity with ivbich be compoHd it ft won- 
derfol drcnm stance. He bai been heard to h;, " I 
wrote forty-eight of the pr'iDled octsro pages of tbe 
IdfeofSavitgeaiaaitiiDg; battbeDlsatapaUDlght." 
in a letttT to the Rev. 'C. Warton, he meatlouB 
hi< deBijjD of writing a Review. Dr. Adams (old 
Boaneli, that this aclieme of a Biblathiqae vnt a 
Kiious one : for, upon his visiliiig him one day, he 
fouDd his pariour floor covered with parcels of fo- 
irigD and Euglish lltemry juaraaU, and he told Dr. 
Adams he meant to undertake a Review. Adami. 
*' How, sir, can yon thiuk of doing it alone ? All 
braocheB oF knowledge must be considered in iL 
Do yon know matbemallca ! Do yon know natural 
UiMrjV' Johnson. " Wby, ilr, I mnst do u 
wdl Bi I ran. My chief purpose in to give m; 
eouatrytoen a view of wbat U doing in Iltetacnre 
npon the contintnt; and I shall have, in a good 
measnrf, the choice of my subject; fori shall select 
•Dch books as 1 best Dndcntand." Adahb. " Aa 
Dr. Maty has jasc flnisbed his Bibtiathiqitt Britait- 
nifuc, which is a well execnted work, giving fo- 
tApiat an accoont of British pabltcations, joa 
might, with great advantage, asiame him aa an as- 
ristant." Johnson, " He, the tittle black dog I I'd 
throw him into the Thames." The scheme, how- 
evMj was dropped. 

In one of his little nemorandnni-books were the 
iUlowIng bints for bis intended Review, or Literar]r 
Jonrnal ; " The Annab of l,ittratwre, firreign at 
tiett at^omrtlic. Imitate Le Clerc—Bayle—^arber- 
nc 1 Infelicity of Joomalt in England ; works of 
the kaned : we cannot take Id tU. Sometitnsa 
copi from fordgn Jon 
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Having wHitea a preface in Rolt'i Dictlonarr of 
Trade and Commerce, in which lie displays sncb * 
dear and comprebenilve knowledge of the saliject, 
u night lead th; reader to think that its anlbor 
had devoted all hia life to il — Boan-ell EUked him 
irhether bckDEwmnch of Itolt, and of hia worV. 
" -Sir," said he, " I nerer saw the ma?i, and never 
read the book. Ilie booksellers wanted a prebce 

' to a Dictionary of Trade and Commerce ; 1 knew 
verf welt what snch a dicllaoary should be, aud I 
mvie a preface accordingly." 

A pension of t«o handrcd pounds a year having 
been given to.Sberiilan, Jolmsan, who thought 
(Ughtiugljr of Sheridan's arl, upon heariuj; it, ei- 
daimed, " What 1 hare they given him a pension ? 
Tlian il is time for me to give up mine." Whether 
this proceeded from a momencary iudigoation, as if 
it were an afTrout to hia exalted merit that a pl^^r 
■bould be rewarded in the same manner with bim, 
OT was the anddea effect -of a fit of peevishness, it 
tni nntuckily said, and indeed cannot bejue^lied. 
Hr.Sherldau's pension was granted to him, not aa ■ 
[dayer, but as a snflereriu the cause of government, 
when he was manager-of the 'Ilieaire Royal in Ire. 
iBnd.whea parties ranhigh in 1753: and iimuat also 
be allowed that be was a manofUterBtUTe, and £ad 
eoB^derably Improved the arts of reading and speak- 
ing with distinctness and propriety. 
Jnliuson afterwards complained, (hat a man wlio 
^j]lkedhim,repeatedhis sarcasm toMr. Sheridan, . 
withont telling him what followed, which was, that 

I after a pause, be added, " However, 1 am glad that 
he baa a penaion, for he is a verfgood man." 
. Mn. Slieridan'i novel, enUtUd,Memmra of Misi 






itjinej BlddiIph,coutKm*aii excellent moral, wMIe 
It lurnicalea s Fntiire slate of retribolion; uid what 
It leaches in lm|ire!!ed npon Ihe mind hiF b neiiet of 
U4lecp rililrciuaa can afftet haulauilj, <u the amia-, 
Ue end pioas lirmtue, wbo fines to her frave m-^ 
relleverl, bnl rcslgnei), aud full or hope sfHeaven'! 
mercy." Johnioa paid her (hbhigh compliment 
•pan ll ! " I know uut, idmIbri, that yon have s 
l^ht, apoQ moral prindplei, to luake jour reuleia 
auffisr toinndi." 

" People," he remaiked, " may be taken in 
«i>ce, who inia)(tne lliat au antbor l« greater la 
prirate life than other men. Uncommon parta re- 
quire nncouinion oppnriuaillei for tbeir exertion."' 

Afierwardu : " Sir, thli book (The Element! of 
Crltidam, which he had taken op}. Is a pretty «■- 
lay, and deserref 10 be held In «ome estimation, 
though much of 1l t« ehtmerical." 

At ib1< time the routroreMy eoncemlng the 
pieces published by Mr. James Macpheraon, a* 
iranalationa of OuIhh, whi at its liei)(bt. Johnson 
fcad all aloug denied their auiheutlclty ; and what 
urns atill more prunjkiug to thdr admlrera, main^ 
ttdaed thai they had no merit. Tlieaaliject W 
Ting beea Intniduced by Dr. Pordyce — Dr. Blair, re. 
lying on the inleroal evirietm; of their antiquity, 
aeked Dr. Johnaou whether he thought any man 
of a mudera age could hare writlen sacb potnis } 
Jobnaon re|died, " Yea, kir, many men, many 
women, and uiuiiy children." Julinsoa, at lUs 
time, did nut kmiw ihat Dr. Blair hod just pub* 
lisbed a dinHertailon, dui only defeudiuij their aa-, 
tbeniicity, but seriously rauklng them with th« 
potma of Uooaar and Virgil i amd when be waa 



*ftcnrardi Inftaned ct tfaii ciKOBHUiire, be u- 
pKued lome diiplea«are at Dr. Fordfce'i havltif 
MiHMled the toplr, and uid, " I am not mrrj that 
thej got tbas much for their palna." 

'" Hie porm of Fingal," be laid, " » a mere ini- 
nmoKted riupsod^, ■ tlreaume repetition of the 
nine lEiiaKe*. In Taiu (ball we look tor the lucUiu 
erde, vrhere there ta neither end or object, design or 
nwfsl, nte erria rteurril imago." 

He mu rebemait <»> the snl^ect ofthe Oiuaa 
eontrotenj, obmring, " We do not know that 
Hiere are any andent Erae inaniucrtptii, and ne 
have twi other reaaan to dUheltere iHat there an 
men nifh three beadi, but that we do not know 
IhM there are anjr inch men.'' He alio was out' 
rageona spoil tbti aupposition, that M'PberiKw'i 
conntrTmeu " loted Scotland belter th'Ui tmth," 
U)ing, " all of them, — nay not ^, — but drovtt at. 
them, ironkl come np, and Ulcit any thing for tbe 
hononr of Scotland." 

. Anothertioie.OMtanbelDgswndoiKd— JoHNiON. 
" Snppoting the Irish and £ne laugaigas to be Ibe 
aaiue, wLlch I do not beliere — |et, ai there ii no rei^ 
aon toinppoac iliat the inhabUanIa of tbe Highland* 
and Hebrtdra erer wrote their native language, it It 
not to be credited that a Icog poem wna pieaeneJ 
among ttirm. IF we bad no erideace of tbe art of 
writing being practised \a one of tbe comitiea of 
Bngtand, we ihnnid not beliere Ibat a longpoev 
was pretemd than, though in the noighbonriag 
(onnlies, .where tbe raaie langaage wai ipokcD, tbe 
tnbaUtauti coald write." Bkauclebi:, " The bal. 
lad erf Lillibnriera wa* once la tbe months of all tbe 
pco|4e of thU eonntri, and i* uld to ban had a 






gRktellEet In brtuElDK about EfaeReroladaai yet, 
1 qveitlon Hbether any bodfoui repeti tt iMMr^ 
nbich ■bom how improbable it is that moch paetrr 
ihonJd be preaeired by tcadidoa." 

One of the compaii; irnggnted an iDternaf ob- 
JeetiOD to the antiqultr ot the potUj said tote Oi. 
rian'i, thai we do Dot find the wolf in It, wbieli 
miut hare be«n the caae bad it been of that age> 

JohosoD informed Bowell that he made the bar- 
gain for OoldBmith'a Vicar of W&keBeld, and the 
frice wai sixty ponnds. " And at," lald be, " a 
■uffldeot price too, when it was told ; for then the 
flHBe of Goldimilh luid not been elerated, ai it 
tfterwardi wag, bj hit Trarelkr ; and tlie booit- 
idler hod nch bint hopeg of profit by hi* bsi^aiii, 
that he Icept the manuscript by Lim a loag Hmte, 
ud did >ot pnbUah it till after Tbe Traveller had 
^tpeired. Then, to be «ire, it wm aceidaittdly 
. inrth more money." 

Boiwell meutioDed the periodical paper called 
Tbt Conuoissear : Joboson uid it wanted matter. 
" No donbt," add« tbe former, " it lisii uot the 
deep tblohlnK of Jobuson'g writings ; but. Barely, 
it bai jnit views of tlie surface of li^, and a very 
sprightly manner, Hia oplDion of The World waa 
not iDDch higher than of the CoDDoiuenr.'' 

Mr. Alexander DoaaldioD, bookseller of Edin- 
bni^h, hadforiome time opened a shop In London, 
and «old his cheap edltlans of the moat popular 
Engliih books, in defiance of the suppoied common- 
law right ot Itlerarf properlf, Johnson, tkoD^ h* 
coDcnrred In the oplalon, wlitch wm aftermrda 
sanctioned by a judgment ofthehooseof lonl«,tbat 
there wai no inch dgbt— wB4 at this time very an- 
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ffj, that ibe bonhMUen of LomIoo, far whom h« 
■■UanDlf profetsed much regard, abcald mlhr 
fron au iuTuioQ nf what t^ h«d e*cr ccoaUerad 
to \>t: secore ; aari be wa« liiad aad vltieat tfolMt 
Mr. Donaldsoti. " He is a fellow who taka adraa- 
tai^ of the law to iajarc bis brtthrcn ; for uotwlth- 
Maudiii); itaai tbe-stdiuteKaamoelTfoBrteenjinn 
nf eiclwire rl)!ht>.it bAa limjt bees anderstood bf 
Om trade, thu be wbo bap the mpji-rieht of a 
boob fruu tbe aathor, obtains k pe«petaal pTOpcrtf; 
•Dd, ■|taa ihaibelkf, uamberleaibargyDiamDaic 
10 traaafe) tbat praperty after the expliatioB of Ibe 
•tatDtorf leriD. Now DsnaldMU, I tnj, taken ad> 
rantage bete ot people aha kare really aa eqaitaUe 
title froui uiage ; aad if we conilder how few af 
the hooka, of wliich they buy the property, nmeed 
•a well M to briofc profit, we ihoold be o£ oplnlow, 
4hat the term of fourteen yeara U too than-; It 
should be lixlj years." Dbhiwwk. '* PonaldMM, 
ur, \* anxioni for the encoDnfRineDt td literatim. 
He reduces the price of booba, to that po^r Modnto 
nsy bay them."' JoRnaoH. (laDghuig) "^WeH^dr, 
kUowIdie ik*t to be hii motlre, he l» no batter than 
Bolria Hood, who iDbbad.the riob Inofder toglM 
to the poor." 

b 'm reniarkaUe, thu wbeo the great quMtton 
Mneerniag literary property cane to be nllimately 
lrie4 before the taprema Mibtnial of thli coontry, 
tn couseqaeuce of the very spirited exertloDS of 
tit, Dooaldsoii, Dr. iobasooi was xealoni agalmt 
Aperpctni^; but he tbooght that the term of the 
ezdaslde right of ambon shooid be couaiderably 
colaifeA He naa theu for gnntins a hnndred 

■ « 
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On iwotber oncasLon, he thus descanted on Ibe 
■ofajectof litcraiyproprrtf ; " Itiere aeems to be in . 
antbon * ttiooger right of property than that br 
occnpaDcy; a metaph^ical right, a right as It 
were of creaiioD, which shoald, from iu nature, be 
perpelnal ; bnt the cooaeiit of nations is ag^nst it : 
and indeed reMon, and the interest of learning are 
against it ; for nrere it to be perpetnat, ilo book, 
howevernsetitliCoiildbenniTersalljdiSilsed amongst 
mankind, shonld the proprietor take it into hlihead 
to FCftrain its circnllition : no booii coold have the 
advantage of being edited with notes, howerer ne- 
GCMarj to its elocidation, BboolU the proprietor pw- 
TCnely oppoae it. For the generat good of the 
wocia, therefore, whatenr valaidtle work has once 
been created t)7 an author, and issued ont bf Um, 
(hoiiM be andentood a« do longer In bU power, bnt 
U belonging to the pablict at the same time, the 
anlhor is entitled to an adequate reward i this be 
iboald hare by an ezctnilve right to his work for a 
cotulderable namf>er of jears." 

He sidJ, Dr. Joseph Waiton was atery apveable 
oian, and bis Essay on the Oenina and Wridop 
of Pope, a very pleutng book. Boswell wondered 
that he delayed to long to give lu the contlnaatioti 
of it. JoHHSOH. " Why, sir, I rappcae h« find* 
hiituelf a little disappointed, in not having been 
able to pennade tbc world to be of his opinion ai 
to Pope." 

Dr. Johneoo freqne&tly risiled the libra^ at 
^ckinghani'hoaae. His niiOeety having been bt- 
{ormed of his occadonol viaita, was pleased to l\$- 
nif} a de«ire that he shonld be told when Dr. Jobn> 
■on came next to tbe library. Accordinglyt the. 
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next ttmc Ihat JoIidioii did come, m toon u be »u 

Tairly eogaged wiib a baok, ou which, while he Mt 
b; the fire, he leemed quite inteat, Mr. Barnard 
«tole round to the apaftmeat wberc the king wai, 
aod, la obedience to bis ni^esty's commands, meo- 
lloned Ibat Dr. Johnson- wag then in the Ubiarr. 
Hiji nugestj said he was at leisure, and wonhl go to 
him ; n|»n which Mr.Bamaid took one of the can> 
dies chat stood oo the king's table, and lighted hii 
mBJeilj ibrougb a suite of rooms, till thejr came to 
a private door into the library, of which his ma- 
Jesif bad the kejr. Being entered,- Mr. Barnard 
•tepped forward hastiJy to Dr. Jobason, who wa* 
ttill in a profound stndj, and whispered him, " Sir, 
here ia the king." Jolinsoo itaited np, and stood 
f till : hit Dii^eslf approached him, and at once was 
courteously easy. 

Hie majeEty began by observing, that he nnder- 
■tood he came lometimea to the library ; and then, 
meDtioiiing bis baring beard that the doctor bad 
been lalely at Oxford, asked him if he was not fond 
uf going tbilher. To which Jobnion answered, that 
he was indeeil fond of going lo Oxford sometimet, 
but was likewise glad to come back again. The 
king then atked liim what tbey were doing at Ox- 
ford. Johnnon answered, he conld not mocb coni' 
mend their dlligeaee, but that in some respects they 
were mended, for they bad put their press nnJer 
better regnlatiuns, and were at that time printing 
Poiybiug, He waa then asked whether there were 
better libraries at Oxlord or Cambridge, He an- 
swered, he believed the Bodleiaoiwas larger than 
any ihey bad el Cambridge, at the sam^ne add' 
iDg, " I hope, whether we bare more books or not 
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IhantTicrhaTcUCambrMge, weihaHmalie npMdf 
ate of them m they do." Beis; saknl whether AII- 
Sonls or CliriBtCbnrch libraif ivas the largest, he 
Msweicii, " All Soal> library Is Ibr Inr^at we hare, 
ocepltheBodlelin."— ** Ay," said the kiog, "that 
It tlie ptibHc lifertry." 

Hii majesty Inquired if he was then writing any 
dilng. He answered, he was not, for he had pretty 
mil told the world what he kiiew, and tnitit now 
read to acquire more liD0w1ed|;e. The king, as it 
fhoold Mem, with a view to ui^e him ID rely on i>ii 
' mm Mores m an origlna] writer, and to cuntinue 
hto labuors, then said, " I da not think yon borrow 
mnch from any body." Jobnsou saM, be thought 
be had already doue hia part as a writer. " [ should 
hHTe thought BO ton," said Ibe k1ii)r, " if yon had 
not wHlten to well." Johuaon observed to me npon 
tUi, that " No man coald have paid a handsomer 
compliment, and It was fit for a kiug to pay. It 
was dedsiTe." Wbeo asked by another friend at 
sir Josbna Reynoldn's, whether he made any reply to 
Ait btgb compliment, be auawered, " No, urj 
wben the king bad s^d it, it was to bt so; it wai 
not for Bte (o bandy civlliiles with my sovereign. " 
Perhaps, no man, who had spent his whole life in 
conriii, conid have bIidwd a more nice and dtgnl- 
Aed sense of true politeness, than Johnson did Id 
tbla Instance. 

Mia majesty having observed to bim, that he suji- 
poseil he mnst have read a great dvul, Johnson an. 
fwerecl, that he Ihnnghi inoretbunhe read j lliat 
he bad read a great deal In the early part of his life; 
bat haling &IIen Into 111 health, he had not been 
•Me lo read mnch, compared with Albert ; for !■• 
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siancr, he Mid, he )uid net rrwt mucti, company 
wiih Dr, Warbarton. Upoe whltb, ihe kin; sail), 
that he heard Dr. WBriiurma was a taao ot inch 
geueml knuwlrdge, thai yuH coitd tnucr talk nilb 
lihn OD my sati)"^ ou which he ww noi quiUlfi«d M 
speak; and ifaM bis learning reactniiled GatrieW* 
acting, ip Its uuiversHHly. KU luajeslj titra talked 
oY the coDtnwersy belweeu WarbariiHi and Lowih, 
wblch he Hf enied lo hare read, and askvd JuhnBOa 
what he thought of it, Jubiuon answered, " Vvv 
bOTton hai tiioil general, moat scholastic laHwaing ; 
Lowth in ilie lunre correct Bchidsr. I do Mot koow 
Which of ihem calte uimes bent,'' Ttie king was 
pleared to va; Ik was of ihe saue opiiitoo ; adding, 
** yon do uot. think tbeu. Dr. JnhiiMiu, that there 
waimnchargumentiDiheraie?" Juhuwu uld, be 
didnottbitJi thetjewas. ' Wby,tn]ly,''itBidthekiDg, 
^ when nnee it conies (o calling names, argument U 
frtUj welt Hi an end." 

Hii majesty ibcn a:<ked bin nbat he (bongbl 
of Lord Lyttelton't history, whirh was JDSt pub- 
lished. Juhnson said, he thought his style pretty 
good, but (bat be had blamrd Henry the Secood 
rather loo much. " Why," said the king, " they 
selddm do ibese tbtngi by halren," " No, sir," an- 
swered Jobnson, " not to kings.'' Bui, fearing lo 
be miAnndenlood, he proceedrd lo explain htmself ; 
and iuiiuediately lubjnned, " That for tbriae who 
Spoke woiw of kings than they deserved, be cunld 
find no excuse ; but that he couM more easily cua. 
ceive how soBie might speak better oF them thui 
they deserred, without any ill intention ^ for, ai 
hiD^ bait nnch ia tiMir power to give, those who 
wece AiTOaied by tlma would fraqnetitlyi front 
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gratitndc, extggerete tbeir praiscs) and ai diU. 
proceeded from a ;ood motire, it wtu ceri^aly ex- 
cniBble, ai far as error could b« excaaaUe." 

Ilie blag then aiked him what be tlionght of 
. Dr. Hill. JobnaoD answered, that he was aa ia- 
geniaua mas, but bail no veracity i aud im mediately 
meotioued, m an iustaace of il, an awertiaa of 
tliai writer, thai be had seeo objects maguilied to & 
mach (jceater degree by uaing three or four mtcro- 
■copei at a time than by uiiog one. " Now," added 
JohntOD, " every one acquainted wUh microscopes. 
bnowB, that the more of tLieiD b« looks through. 
IbelesB the object win appear."* " Why," replied 
Che king, " this is not only telling an aatrath, but 
telling It clonnilyi for, if that be the case, eveiy 
one who cau look througb a microscope will be able 
to detect him." 

" I now," gaid Johnson to his friends, when re- 
lating what had pn^scil, " began to consider that 1 
was depreciating ihis nian in the eatimatioa of bis 
sovereign, and Ihonght il was time for me to say 
•omethiiig that might be more faTourable." He 
added, therefore, that Dr. Hill was, uolwithstand- 
iDg, a Tery carious observer ; and if he would hare 
been contented to lell the world no more Iban he 
knew, he might have, been a very considerable man, 
and needed not 10 have recourse to sncb mean ex- 
pedients to raase his reputation. 

The king then talked of litemrJoam^, men- 
tioned particularly the Jeumal det Saaaat, and 
asked Johnson if il was well done. Johnson said, 

• In thfi auenion, JohnioD ihowed hli own Iptonnee of 
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It m« fornerl]' very net! done ; and gave somt ac- 
CDBUt of Ihc persoQi who begun it, aud carried It as 
for some yean { enlartiiiig, at the aaoie lime, oo ibe 
nnture aod use of such worlii. The kiog theo aakcd 
blm if it was weU dtnie now. Johnson answered, 
he had no reason to thiiik iliat it whs. The king 
tlieu ocked him if there were any other literary 
Journals pnbtishetl In ihia hingdom, except the 
Montbtf and Critical Reviewi ; and on being an. 
Bwered, there was, no other, his laajetly a«ked 
which of them waa the best: Johnxoa amwered, 
that Ibe Monthly ReiiFn was done with rnont care, 
the Critical npon the best prlnciplea ; adding, that 
the anthoriof the Mnnlhly Review were enemies to 
the chorch : tbie, the king lald he waa aorry to 
bear. 

Tlie coBveraation next tnined on the Philosophi- 
cal TraaaactloDi, when Johuton observed, that they 
had now a better method of arranging their mate- 
rial* than formerly. " Ay," gaid the king, " Ihey ■ 
ate obliged lo Dr. Johnson for that ;" for hia ma- 
Jeaty had heard and remembered Ihe.circnmstaDci;, 
irbicb Johnson himself bad forgot. 

Hia majesty eipreued adealre lo bare ibe lite- 
rary biography of Ihia country ^ly elecnted, and 
proposed lo Dr. Johnson lo nndertake il. Johnson 
tignlfied hil readiness lo comply wllh his nqjelty'i 

Dnring the whole of this interview, Johnson 
talked to bis majesty with profanud respect, btit 
atill in his firm, maaly manner, with a lonoroni 
vfAet, and nerer in that subdned tone, which tt 
commonly naed at the Uyee, and iu the drawing 
room. After the king withdraw, Johnson showad 
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bloMdf higUy pleased nitb bit nnjariy** amnf.- 
utlon mid gnurioiiB behavkrar. He uM to Mr. 
Barnard, " Sir, rhej Butf lalk of tbi; kiiifi u tliejr 
will, bnt be U [be fiaeu gestlrman I bare rrer 
teen." And he aftenvardi obierred in Mr. Uuig- 
Md, " Sir, bii UHilaen arc thme nf aa a fine a gva- 
tleBUU a> we maj inppwe Looia tb« Pumueatb, or 
Cfaarlci tbe Second." 

Mr«. Montague, a lady dlMlnguliihed for having 
written au Ei*ayon Sbal»peare, being mentioned : 
■—■Revnolm. " I ihink that Eaiay does her koaeur." 
JoiiNsoM, " Yes, lir, it doea ker hononr, bnt It 
woald du nobody else hoBonr. I bare, indeed, uM 
read it ill ; but wIwb. I take oji the CDdLof a w^, 
and find It paektliread, I du aet eapect, by looking ■ 
rartlier, to find embroidery. Sir, I will teulare to 
say, tbl^n: i> ont one ■eiilence of trne crillclBm in 
Iter book." OASaiOH: " Bui, air, earely it abowa 
bow inrteb Voli^re baa mistaken ShakspeareV 
which uibody eli« has dune." JoBNaoN. " Sir, 
nobody dae has ihongbt it wonh while ; and wbM 
aierit ig there in that ? Vou may aa well praiie a 
(cbool-maiter fin- whipping a bny who haa con- 
atnted ill. No, i>ir, there ia no real crilicium initt 
■one, ahowing th9 beauty af tbonght, aa formed on 
(be ivotkiugs of the human heartj'* 

Johnaon proceeded--" 't3ie Scntcbman haa taken 
the rlgfat tnetbod in hU Elenieiita of Criticism. I 
4»D0t mewi tliat he has taa^ht aa any thing; bnt 
he has told ns pld thinga in a new wi^.** Muapax. 
" H« aetms to hare read a urcat deal of French 
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eriridsn, anS wants to make tt bis own ; a« If he 
had been for yean anaEomiBing the bearlof man, 
and peeping Into every cnaaj of it." Ooldshith. 
" It U eaaier to write that bocrii than to read It." 
JoijHMN. " We have an example of true criticism 
Id Barke's Essay od the Sablime and Beaatifalj 
and. If I recollect, there is also Du Bos; and Bon- 
bonrs, who shows all beaaty to depend oa tmtb. 
There is no great merit la telllDg bow many plays 
bare ghosts in them, and how this ghost Is better 
than that. Yon mnst show how terror is impressed 
on the hnman hean. — In the description of night in 
Had)eth, the beetle and tbe bat detract from the 
general idea of darkness, — inspissated gloom/' 

Johnson spoke nnfavonrably of a certain pretty 
•volnminons antbor, saying, " He ased to write . 
anoDymoas books, and then other books commend. 
ing those books, in which there was something of 
rascality." 

He said, " I am very anwillliiK to read the mann> 
scripts of authors, and give them my opinion. If 
tbe anthors who apply to me have money, I bid 
them baldly print withont a name; if they hare 
written In order to get money, I tell theai to go to 
the booksellers, and make tbe best bargain they 
can." BoswELL. " But, sir, if a bookseller sbonld 
bring yon a manuscript to look at J" Johhbon. 
" Why, sir, I would desire the bookseller to take it 

. He talked with approbation of an Intended edi- 
tion of the Spectator, with notes ; two volnmes of 
which bad been prepared by a gentleman eminent 
1b tha litetary world, and the materiala which he 
-b*d eollceted tot the remainder had been transfer- 
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whirli dncribe maonen, reqalre notn in liitf <v 
«ercn(f jeiiri, or leaa; Knd lold ua, Iiehiidcoiii- 
nmukarcH all he knew that could ihrow li|chi upon 
tbc Spectainr. He laid, Adillsua bad miule his air 
Andrew Freeport a true Whin, arguing BjjaitiM gi- 
Tin; elitril} <o beggam, aud llirowiui out otfaet 
mch HDicradont senlinienls ; but that he bad 
tboaghi belter, and made ameiida bj Tnabing hiai 
foond an hoapiml f»r demved funiien. He called 
for the nilame of the Spvctalsr, in which thai ac- 
.connt in contained, and rrad it aloud lo the com. 
puiy: he read so well, that eTery thing aci)aued 
additlnual weight and grace troin his ntlrrsnce, 

" What an espenK, air," Mid Boswell (o him, 
" do yon pnE ng to. In biijlug books lo which yon 
hare wriden preraces or dedlcfllioni !" JoBNSOW, 
'< Why I bare dMiii-aied lo the niyal family all 
round ; that ia to ^ny, to the lari generation of thf 
royal family." Golobhith. "And, perhaps, air, 
not one senieuce of wit in a whole dedication." 
Johnson- " Perhaps not, rfr," Bo^wp.t.L, " What 
tbeq U the reason for app1yiii)i to a |urticnUr per- 
son to do Ihat which any one may do as well i.' 
JoHNhON. " Why, «ir, otie man hss greater ivadi- 
Jttta at doing it than another." 

Mr. Andrew Stoart'a elegant and plannible Let- 
ter! lO'lord Mansfield, a copy of which had been 
sent by the author loDr. Johnson, were meniioned, 
JoHNSoH. " They hare not auswered the eud : 
they have noi been lalhed of; 1 have never heard 
pf tbrai. 'lliis is owing to their not being mAA i 
people seldom read a book which is given to them ; 
and lew are ^tch. The irajr to apread a work ii to 



p«U it M a km price : no mm will wod to bbr ■ 
tfalog tfaat cosM even sixpence, nlthout an inientloa 

. Tbe chuTBcter of Mallet harinf been inlmdiiced,, 
*n(1 ipoken of nllghliiiKly by aoldsmilh : JoMNSOlt. 
'.' Wlijr, tir, M^lel had tnlente fnoBjih lo keep hU 
literary repatation allre as long ox he himself lived ] 
and that,letnietellyoii,iBBgooddeal. Goldsmith. 
■" Bal I cauDot aitree timt it was do : hii lilerarj' 
Kpaiairan wa« ilead long btfoK hts nainnl dead). 
I coDsider an aatltor'i literary repnlation (o be 
^nonly wliile his oene will lisnre a good price 
for lus copy from the booksellem. I will get yon 
(to Johnson] a hundred gnlneaa for any thing 
wbaterer tliat yon ihall write, if yon pnt yonr name 
to it." 

. ' Speaking of Rolt, (o trboae Dictionary of Com. 
merce Dr. Johnson wrote the preface. Johnson. 
" Old Gardner the booicseller employed Roh and 
Smart to write a monthly mlscellaoy, called llw 
Uairereal Vlahor. Tliere was a formal HritteB 
contract, which Allen the printer saw. They were 
bonnd lo write nolhlQg else ; they were tn have, 1 
think, a third of the profits of bis ^xpeiiiiy pam- 
phlet ; and the contract was for niuety'siue yiars, 
1 wish I had chon);hi of giring thiB to Thurlow, In 
Ibecaose about literary properly ; what an excel-' 
ient instance nonld it have been of the opptvrsion 
«f iMokseilcrs towards poor anihorsi" (KinlliDg) 
:DftFie)i, zKilous for (he honour of lAe trade, stud, 
QardMr was not properly a bookseller. JoknboK. 
." Nay, sir ; he certainly was a bookseller : he bad 
served bii lime legulariy, was a member of the sta. 
tiooen' eoHpaor, kept a ibop in the tec« .of iMtt* 
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ktod, pnrcliued copj-righl, and nu a hMkpet*, 
Hr, in ereiy mok. I wrote for (omc moDtht in 
tbe UDiversal Visitor, for poorSmart, nhSlehe wH 
mad; not tbea knoniog the tennB on which he 
wu engaged to mite, and thiaking I was i<Ang 
falm good. I hoped hit wiu would loon reinrn t« 
him ; mine returned to mci sod I wrote in the Unl- 
renal Visitor do longer." 

JahDMii nobly M^d, when Boswell talked to him 
of (he feeble, though shrill ontcrj, that had been 
itlscd against bis Lires ot the Poets, " Sir, I eon. 
■Idered myself as entmated <r1A a'certain partloa 
of trath. I hare given m; opinion sincerel} — let 
them show wheie they think me wrotig." 

Boawell censnred some ladicroni bDtMtle dia> 
logues between two coach borses, and other snch 
Unff, which Baretti had lately pnUlshed. Jobnaos 
joined with Boswell, and said, " Nothing odd iriU 
do long ; Tristram Shandy did not last." 

Boswell mentioned Dr. Adam Smith's hook ob 
the Wealtb of Nations, which was Jntt pablished | 
and that sir John Pringle hadobser^ to faim, thai 
Dr. Smith, who bad never been in trade, could not 
be expected to write irell on that sabject, any more 
than a lawyer npon phytic, Johhson. " He it 
uistaken, tir ! a man who has never been engaged 
la trade bimaelf may undoubtedly write well upon 
trade ; and there is nothing which requires muie 
to he illaitrated by philoMpby, than trade does. Ai 
to mere wealth, that is to gay, money. It Is dear, 
tbai one nation or one indiridual cannot increase 
ill store bat by making anotiier poorer : but trade 
procures what is more ralnable, tbe redprocatiea 
of tbe pecoiiar adrantagea of dlfibrait couotrin 
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A mAcbant seldom tblnkabot of hit own parttcn- 
Ur trade. To write a good book upon it, a mao 
most have csleDgite views. Ii )b not necessary to 
hiiTe practised, to write well opoD a mbject.". 
BoswELL. " Law is a subject, on which no mu 
can write well without practice." Johnior. 
" Why, sir, io England, where so much moaey ia 
10 be got by the practice of the law, moM of bur 
wrkera upon It faave been in practice ; thon^ 
BiackBtsne had not beco much in practice when he 
published his Commentaries ; but upon the conti- 
uent, the great writen on taw have not all Iwen in 
practice : Grotins indeed was ; but PaCfendorf was 
BOt; Borlamaqni wa( not," 
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In 1745, Johnson pnbliahed a pamphlet, entitled 
« HlBcellaneoDa Observations on the Tragedy of 
Macbeth, with Remarks on sirT. U.'s (sirTbomM 
Hanmer's) Edition of Shakepeare;" to which be 
afflzed propoaala Ibr a new edition of that poCI. 
This pamphlet was highly esteemed, and was fofc 
tnnate enough to obtain the approbation eren of 
the inpercilioas Warbarton himself, wbo, la the 
preface to bbShakspeare, pnbllshed two years after.!, 
wards, tbtis mentioned it : "As to lUl those things 
-which hare be«n published under the titles of Es- 
says, Remarks, Obserralioni, &c. on Shakapeare, if 
jm except some Critical Notes on Macbeth, given 
H » ipeciiDeii of a prc^ecleA edition, and written^ 
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U fftiTi, by a man of pari* and genlm, the kM 
•reatoAlutely bel6w a seriooa nolice." : 

Of this flatiering dUtloction ihown to him hf, 
Wartmnoii, a Tery gnlefal remembruice wm erer 
atertnmFd by Jojioson, who gaid, " He prated, 
me at a time wbea pr^se waa of valae lo mc* 

Thejwar 1747lsdutingiiished a> the epocb wbcK 
JohDiwa's ardnons worii, bU Dictionary of thb- 
Bhbluh Lanouaqb, mu anDoasced tn Ibe woiid 
bf tbe pnbUcatloD of lu Plan or Proapecuii. The 
booksellers who contracted with Juhoaon, single 
> * Hoaiited, for tbe ezeeaCion of a work, which, 
in other cooDtijei, has not been eBected but by tbe 
co-operating eiert1oD9 of many, were Mr. Robert 
Dodsley, Mr. Cbarles Hitch, Mr. Andrew Millar, 
the two MeMiears Lonfcman, and the two Mciitenn 
KiMpton, The price Uipglaied was fifteen handred 

Tbe Plan wm addressed %o Philip Dormer, 
earl of Chesterfield, theu one of hta majesty's 
' prinrtpalsecretaileB of stale — a nobleauui who wai 
*er; atubiliooa of literary distinction, and wbo^ 
npon being Informed of the design, bad expretsed 
himself iu terms rery faronrabte lo its inocess. 
There it, perhaps. In erery tblngof any eooseqtieiiMi 
A lecrel history, which it wonid be amosing to 
know,' coo )d^ we have it anthentically commani. 
cated. Johnson told Boawell, " Sir, the way la 
which the plan of my Dictionary came ta be in- 
scribed to lord Cbesterfidd, was this : I had oe^ 
kcted to write it bj the time appointed ; Dodslej 
•aggested a desire to have it addressed to lord 
Cbester&eld ; I laid hdd of this as a pretext for 
May.tlMt it night be better dove, aad lei Dodalor 






Uts hii desire. 1 said to laj friend. Dr. Batbnnl,- 
' Now if any good comes of mr addresslDR to lonl, 
CfaeMerfield, it wtU be ueribed to deep policy, 
wheo, in fiu:t, il was onlj » CMoal ezciue fbi' '^' 

Dr. l^Tlor told Boawell, tbet Johnion «ent hi*. 
PUololdaiii] maDD script, for Ms perDMl; and thai' 
■hen It wei lying apoa fail taUe, Mr. Wiltiam 
Whitekead happened to pay bJtu a visit, and being 
tbotra it, was highly pleased with such partg irf it 
■■ be had tiaie to read, sad begged to take It bome- 
iritb blni, which be wai allowed to do ; that ^lA 
Um it got into the hands of a noble lord, who car- 
lied it to lord CheMerfieid. When Taylor observed 
(hat Uiis tnigbl be an adrantage, Johntou replied, 
^*.Mi>, rir,tt would hate cottie oat with nwreUoont, 
lf.it bad not beeo seen before b; any body." 

Dr. Adams found falm one day bmj at hia Dic- 
tfooary, when the following . dialogue eosiied: — 
Adam*. '* This is a great work, sir ; bow arc yon 
to get all the etymologlet V JohneI>n. " Why, 
dr, here is a ihelf with JoDiui, and Sliiuner, anj 
Mbers; and there la aWelihgeDllemaa who has 
pabliahed a collection of Welsh prorerbv, who wUl 
help ne with the Welrit." Adami. "But, sir, 
how can yoa do this in three yean i" JoHMaoK. 
" Sir, 1 baTB no doubt that 1 cau do it la three 
Tean," Adami. " Bat the French Academy, 
which ciKuists of forty niemben, took foMj yeara 
ID ooupile th^ Dictionary." JoaNSOH. " Sir, 
(bus il is; this h the proportion i let ne «ee— 
Ibrty tlm^ fotty'is sixteen hnndredi as three to 
sixteen hundred, so is the proportion of an EDgU«h-. 
ID," With so modi ease and plM- 
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MDtry could he talk of thai prodigioutlabont which' 
he bad undertaken to execDte> 

Wben the IHctiaoarf wai npon the ere of pubU*- 
cation, lord Chesterteld, who, it is laid, had flat* 
tered himself with eipectatlons (hat Johnson novld 
dedicate the work to him, attempted, ia a conillf 
mauuer, to soothe and iniianate himKtf wiib the 
the lage, conecions, oa it should leem, of the coU 
iodifiereDce nith which he bad treated iti learned 
author ; and farther HtCempted tocondliate him,-bf 
writing two papers id The World, io recommenda- 
lion of the work ; and It must be confeiaed, that 
ihtf eoataia some etodicd complimentB, so finely 
turned, that. If there had beeo no prevUnu oB^ce« 
U l» probable JtdiDsan would hare been higiilr de<> 
lighted. Praiie, in general, was pleasing to bini't 
bat, by praise from a dibd of rank and elegant ac- 
compli shmenti, he wa« peculiarly gratified. 

Thia courtly deHce fiUted of its effect, Johnaon, 
Who thought that " all was &Ue and hollow," de- 
. ipbed the honeyed words, and ws* even Indignant 
that lord Chesterfield shonld, far a moment, Ima* 
gine that he could be the dupe of snch an artifice. 
His expression to Boswell concerning lord Chester- 
field, upon this occasion, was, " Sir, after making 
great profeesions, he hod, fur many years, taken no 
iKKlce of me ) but when my Dictionary was coming 
ODt, he fell a SEiibbling In The World alxint iti 
upon which, 1 wrote him a letter, esplxssed indiU 
tenni, bat nich as might show him that I did not 
mind what he s^d or wrote, and that 1 bad done 
with him," 

Dr. Johnson appeared to have had a remarlialiU 
ddlctcy with nspectta the i^rtnladon oC this bt* 
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ttt i for Dr. Dongliu, bSabop of Sellsbary, informed 
Boswell, that, having maiiy years ago pressed him (o 
.be allowed lo read il lo tb« ^woud lord Hardwlcke, 
who wag very desirous to hear it Cpromisiag, at the 
fame time, that do copy of it sboald be takeii) ; 
JohoBOD seemed mncli pleasecl,'that k had attracted 
the MteDlion of a nobleman of sndi a respectable 
■character j but, after pansing some time, declined 
to comply with the reqnest { saying, wilh a smile, 
" No, sir, I have hurt the dog too much already;" 
.or words lo this purpose, 

Dr. Adams exposlntaled with Johnson, and sug- 
gested, that bis not bung admi[ted when he called 
OD him, to which Johnsoa had allndcd in his letter, 
({as probably not to be imputed to ford Chesterfield j 
for his lordship had declared to Dodsley, (hat " he 
would have tcmed off ihe beet servant he ever had, 
if he had known that he denied him to a man who 
would bare been always more than welcome ;" and ~ 
-Id conUrmalion of this, be insisted ou lord Chea. 
terfield's general afiabUity and easiness of access, 
especially to literary men. Johnson. " Sir, that is 
not lord ChesteTfield } he is (be proudest maoihis 
day eristing." AoAMfl. " No, Ihece is one person, 
at least, as proud ; I think, by your awn account, 
yon are the prouder man of the two." Johnson. 
'* But mine was deftntiee pride." This, as Dr. 
Adams well observed, ^as one of those happy turns, 
for which he wos-so remarkably ready. 

JohnscD havlDgooweicplIcJtly avowed his opinion 
.of lord ChesterfieLi, did not refraio from espress- 
iog himself coacemlng that nobleman with pointed 
freedom ! " This man," said he, " I thought bad 
Jjeeo a lord among wits, but I find he is only a 






wit waoog lordi <" And wben Itis tetter) to U» 
■Utarat Bon' nere pnbliihed, he obserred, "thqi 
teacb tbe morals of > whore, and the mannen of • 
teiclng-maeler.'' ■ 

Id 1776, Boiwell shofred him as a curlotltjrwlikh 
1m bad discovered, hLi Tranilation of Lobo'S Accouot 
sf AbjMioia, which air Jubo Priagle had lent. It 
kebg then little known aa ose of hie worki. Be 
nid, "l^keDoooticaof it,"or, "dOD'i talk of It." 
He Beeued to thick it beneath him, though done at 
dx and twenty. BoBweli Mdd to bim, " Your ttyle, 
dr, la much Improved since you translated this." 
He answered, with a sort of tdompbaDt amile, "Sir, 
I hope It is." 

Mr. afterwards Dr. Barney, dnrings'riait to the 
Mpital, bad an interview with him in Gough-Bqnare, 
where he dined and drank tea with him, and was 
intrpdnced" to tbe acqnaintance of Mrs. WiUiams. 
After dinner. Dr. Johnson propoied to Mr. Bnme; 
. to gO np with faim into his garret, whkb being ac- 
cepted, be there fbnnd ive or siK Greek folios, a 
d^ wriiinf -desk, and a chair and a half. Johnson, 
gtring 1o his gtiesl the entire seat, tottered himoeU 
M one wiUi only three legs and one arm. Here be 
gave Mr, Burney Mrs. Wililams's history, and' 
•howed him some volumes of bis Shakspeare al- 
Mady printed, to prove that he was in earnest. Upon 
Mr. Burney'i openipg the Srat volnme, at the M^ 
ebant of Venice, he observed to him, that he seemed 
to be more severe oa Warbnrtoa than Theobald. 
Johnson. " O poor Hb 1 be was ready knocked 
down to my hands ; Warburton stands between me 
vid him." BvBNEY. *' But, sir, you'll liavc War- 
tatttm vpoB fODT boBCB.wwit ]oa!" JoBNaan. 






**No,rir, heMl not coiiwoiit[ fae^ onlrirowtln 
bUden." BuRNBV. "Bntjou think, ^, that Ww- 
battOD la a gupcrior Clitic loTbcobald?" JoHmoH. 
" O, sir, h^d make two and fiftf Tfaeobaldi, ent 
toto «]lcei ! The wont of WailHirtoEi Ik, that be 
hai a rage for saying soiaetblBS, when tb<W« no- 
IhiDg to be laid." BuvNEt. " Have j«a eeen tbe 
letleri wliich Warbnrtoa has nrltlen In amirer to > 
pamphlet, addretsed To the moat Impadcet Mmi 
aUve }" Johnson. " No, «ir." Bokhbt. " h b 
mppoMd to be written by Mallet." Tbe eontio. 
Tersy at thh time n$ed belwcEii the frieed* of Pope 
and Bolingbroke ; and WariMrton and Mallet weiw 
the leaders of the leveral parties. Mr. Bnrne; 
Mked him then if be had leea Warbarton's bonA 
■gainst Boliogbroke*iPhiloa(¥byf JoyNi0N."Na, 
•Ir, I bare never read Bolingbroke's inpieiy, md 
Iberefine fun not interested abont iti confatatlon." 
SrThomaa Robinson Siting with Johoson, said, 
tbat the king of Pmuia valned blnuelf upon three 
tMngt; — apoQ iKlogahero, amnsician, and an ki- 
thor. Johnson. " Pretty neD, sir, (br one man. 
Al to his being an author, I have not looked at bis 
poetry; but his pro«e Is poor inff t he writes }asl 
as yon may snppose Volt^re's footboy to do, who 
has been his amannensli. He has such parte as the 
Talet might bate, and about as much of the coloqr. 
bg of the style as might be got by transcribing-hit 
works." Wlien Boswell was at Peruey, he repeated 
this to Voltaire, in order to recondle him- some- 
what to Johnson, whom he, in affeclingtheEnglbh 
mode of expression, had prcviun sly characterised a* 
** a sBperstitioDS dog;" but after hearing sndi ft 
critldim on Ficdetick the Oreat, wltt whom he wm 



then oD bad tenas, he exclaimed, " Aa honest 

mowr 

UpoD this coDtemptnons aaimadversion on tlie 
king of Pniuia, Bmwelt observed to JohnsoD, *' It 
would seem then, sir, that mueli leBS parts are ne- 
cesear; to miike a king, tliaa to make an author ; 
for the king of Pnresia is confeasedly the greatest 
king now in Europe, jst joa think he makes a very 
poor figure as an author." 

Of the cetebcBted dean of St. Patrick'i, Johnson 
said, " Swift has a higher reputatiou than be de- 
■erres. His exccllnice is strong sease ; for his 
hnnioar, though very well, is not remarkably good. 
1 doubt whether the Tale of a Tub be his ; fur 
he never owned it, and it la much above bis naaal 
mannco" 

Another time, Swift having been mentioned, John- 
son, as usnal, treated him with little respect as aq 
anthor. Some of the company endeavoured to. sup- 
port the dean by various arguoienlH; one, io partlcO' 
lar, prai)ed his Conduct af the Allies. JoHNsgN. 
" Sir, hia Coodnct of the Allies is a peitomiance 
of very little ability." Dr. Douolas. " Surely, sir, 
foa tunst allow it has strong facts." Johnson. 
"Whyyes, sir; but what is that to the merit of 
the compo^tlon I la the Sessions- paper of the Old 
Bailey there are strong facia i houae-breaking is a 
strong toctj robbery is a strong (act ^ andmurderis 
)t mighlji strong fact ; but, is great pruse due to the 
historian of those strong facts .' No, sir ; Swift has 
told what he had to tell distinctly enough, but that 
Is all. He had to connt ten, and he has coanled it 
.right."— Then recoUeciing that Mr. Daviea, by act. 
ing as an b^itrmtr, bad been the occasiQ/i of bi» 
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talking somewhat too liarshly (o hia friend Dr. 
Percy, for which prabablj, when the first cbaUitioQ 
WBB over, be f^It «ome compoDctioo — be took an op- 
portDuit; to give hiin a hit ; bo added, with a pre> 
paratoTj laugh, " Wbj-, lir. Torn Davlea might have 
wiinea the Condact of tlie AUiH." Poor Tom 
beiog snddeal]' dragged into ladlcrous uotioe in 
presence of the Scoltieb doctors, to whom he nas 
ambilioas of appearing to advaoiage, was grieronsly 
mortified. Nor did his punislnnent rest here ; for, 
Opan sal)seqDent occasioaB, whenever be, " etates- 
ntao all o'er," assamedaslrDtiingiiuportance, Boi- 
well DBed to hdl him — *■ The author of.the. Gondud 
o/lheAllie:" 

Johuson, in high spirits one eTeuinf - at-*tbe clab, 
sttBcked Swift, as he used to do npon all occasions. 
" The Tale of a Tub is so much superior to bis 
other writings, that one can hardly believe he was 
the author of it ; there is in it snch a vigour of 
tatnd,sgch atwarmofthooght3,somachofnatiire, 
and art, and life." Boswell wondered to bear him . 
■ay of Ggllirer'B Travels, " When once you have 
thoDgbt of big laeQ and little men, it Is very aasy to 
do all the rest." He endeavoured to make a stand 
for Swift, and tried to rouse those who were much 
»ore able to defend him, but in rain. Johnson, at 
iMt, of his own accord, tillowed very great merit to 
the inventoryofarticlea found io the pocket of" the 
Uan Mountmn," particularly the description of hia 
watch, which it was conjectured was bis god, as lie 
consulted it npon all occasions. He observed, thu 
" Swift put his name to but two things (after he 
had a name to pnt). The Flan for the Improreraent 
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' vt ibc EpglUiti lugnaga, and tke iMt DnpfeT*) 
Leiter." 

3a)aaan Iftugtiid heartll]' when Boswell moi- 
tloned to UiD a laying of his concemias Mr. Tho- 
tau Shei'idtD, which Foote took a nicked plcatOK 
to drenlBte. " Wby, sir. Sherry ia dnll ; ottm. 
liilj doll ; but tt ninst have takeo bim a great deal 
dfpalDslobecome what we nowieehlm: Boch u) 
excesi of ittipiditj, lir. Is not la nature; lo I ■!• 
lowed him all bU own merit," 

H« now added, " Sheridaa cannol bear me. I 
bring hia declamatloi] to a point: 1 ask him a plaid 
■ qnettitw, * What doyon mean toieacb?' Bende, . 
iir, what ioflnence can Mr, Sheridan hare upon the 
laagnage of thii great coantrj, by bis narrow eier< 
tli»B? Sir, it itbOmingafuthuigcaadleat Doirer, 
to ihow Ught At Calaii.*- 

Tiilking of a barrlMer, who bad a bad Dtteranee, 
Mme one, to rouie Johnson, wickedly ssid, that he 
was nnfortnnats in not baring been tanght oratoty 
b7 fiheKdan. Johnson. " Nay, sir, if he bad been 
tM^t by Sheridao, he wonld have cleared the 
room.'' Oasrick. " Sheridan hu too mncb lanltr 
to be a' good man." We ehall now see Johnson'i 
Bodeaf^entfrrif aman; taking him into bis own 
hands, and discrimina^ng. JoHxaoM. " No, sir ; 
diere it, to be sore, in Sheridan, sonKtbiog to re- 
prehend, and every thing to langb at; but, sir, he 
b not a bad mae. No, rir ; were mankind to be 
divided into good and bad, he would stand considera- 
bly within the ranks of giwd : and, «Ir, it mnat be 
allowed that Sheriiian eiKela in plain declamadOD, 
thoBl^lie caa (ocbltdt no clianu:ler." 
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Of thb Kcntleinai), oo a tabwqneiit occadiM, lie 
remarked," that he neither nanied parts norllter*- 
ture ; bat his laniif and Qnlxodua otecnnd hbt 

AmwcU expreued hit opioloD of hia friend Der- 
rii^ Bi but a poor writer, Johnson. " To be 
lore, tir, he li i but jov are to comider, that hi* 
being a liietarjr man bai got for him oU that he hai { 
it bas made him king of Bath. Sir, he haa nothinf 
to say for himself b«t that be Is a writer ; had he 
not been ■ writer, he mnst have t>een sweeping tbe 
eroidi^ ia the streets, and asking balfpeuce from 
every body that passed." 

" la jnstice, boweper, to the memory of Mr. 
Derrick,'' adds Boawell, " wbo was my first tnlor in 
tbeways ofLondon.aDd showed ne the town in all 
its rariety of departments, botb literary and sport- 
ire, (he particulars of which Dr. Johnson adrlied 
me to put into writing — it is proper to mentioa what 
Johnson, at a snbsequent period, sidd of him, both 
as a writer and an editor : * Sir, 1 have often s^d, 
that if Derrick's letters had been written by one of a 
more established uauie,theywotildbaTebeen thought 
very pretty letters.' And, ' I sent Derrick to Dryden's 
KlaUons, to gather materials for his lifb; and Ike< 
lieve he got all that I myself should have got.' " 

Johnson said once to Boiwell, " Sir, J hooonr 
Derrick for his presence of mind. One nigbtj when 
Floyd, another poor antfaor, was wandering aboot 
the streets in the night, he fonnd Derrick tut 
asleep npon a bulk. Upon being suddenly waked. 
Derrick started np ; ' My dear Floyd, 1 am sorry to 
qee yon in this destitute state ) will you go home 
with me io tup lodritigi f" 
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One erenlDg, wheo some of Dr. Kenrick's woAs 

were raentloned, Goldsmith said he had oerer heanf 

(rf them ; upon which Dr. Johnson observed, " Sir, 

^ he is one of the mauy who have made thcinielveil 

public, nilhoot making themselves hnoum." 

OfGalhrie, he said, >■ Sir, he is a man ofpaHs. 
He has no great regntar fund of knowied]^ ; bnt, by 
reading so iong, aod writing so long, he no donbt 
has piclted np a good deal." 

He praised SlgnorBaretti. " His acconnt of Italy 
li a very entertaining; )>ook ; and, sir, I know no 
man who carrieB his head higher in conrersallon 
than Baretti. There are strong powers in his mind. 
He has cot, 'mAetAj many hooks ; but with tvbat 
hoolls he has, be grapples very forribly." 

Lord Lytteltont IHalognes he deemed a nngatory 
performance, " That tqan,** said he, " sal down 
lo write a boot, to tell (he world what the world 
liad all his life been leUhig him." 

Speaking ofBoethins, who was the faroiirile writer 
of the middle ages, he laid it was very snrprising, 
" that npon such a subject, and in such a aituft' 
tlon, he should he magit phiiotophai ;uam Chritti- 

Of the late Hr. Mallet be spoke with no greaC 
respect; said, he was ready for any ditty job i that 
he had wdtlen i^Idsi Byng at the instigation nf 
the ministry, and ifai equally ready lo write for 
him, provided he fonnd bis account in it. 

Of Dr. Keutiieotl^s Collations, be observed, that, 
thongh the lelt should not be mnch mended thereby, 
yet !t was no small advaoia^ to know that we had 
as good a text as the most coDsnmmate indnatif aid 
diligence could procnre. 
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Speaktog of the «U «ari of Cotk and Oner;, be 
Mid, " UiHt man ipent his life in eatcblog at an 
ot^ject [liwnrjeinuieaM], which he had Dot power 
to grasp." 

OF Burke he said, " It wat comvaoalj DbHired, 
be ipolie too ofleo in pariiament ; Imt nobody could 
■aj he did pot speak ikU, thonik too freqaently, and 
too familiarly." 

Talking of Tainta», Boawell hazarded an oplnioii, 
(hat with all hia merit for peoetratlou, ihreirilDeaa 
of Judgment, and leiaenen of eipreidon, he waa 
too caiopa«t, too mnch broken tato hinU, aa it 
were, and therefore too dlfficnlE to be nndenCood. 
Dr. Johugoo uaciioned this oplnioa. " Tacitaa, 
ilr, leems to me rather to hare made notes for an 
hiatortcal work, than tobarewriicra ahittory."* 

Ue i^d, " Bnmet'a Hislory of hia own llmei la 
very eDtertalDiDg: the at}le, indeed, ia mere chit- 
chat. I do DOC believe tbat Bnraet intentloually 
Ued i bnt he waa bo much piejadiced, that be took 
DO paioa to Gud oat the inith. He waa like a man 
wbo reaolrea to regulate hia time by a certain 
watch, but will not iaqnlre, whether the watch ia 
right or not." 

Goldamith being mentioned-^OHHiOH. " It ia 
amazbg how little Goldaniith knows ; be aeldom 
comes where he ia not more ignorant than any one 
elie.' Sib Joihua Rbvnolim. " Yet, there ia do 
man wboie company is more liked." Johnson. 
" To be ante, rir, when people find a man of the 

• Loid MoDboddo, wboin, on Meaniit of Ml tonnbliDg 
Di. JDhiuoa la lonui putiadui, Voota adlal m EJaerli 
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mott dUiIngnlebed abUitlet a« ft miter, tbeir Inferior 
while he is irlth Ibem, it nmst be btghly gratifying 
10 them. What Goldsmitb comlcftUy sajs of him- 
aelf, isvery trne — healnajsgeuche better nheu he 
argnet aloLe ; meaning, thai beil maiter of a «iib]ect 
in hia ilad]', and ciui write well upon it ; but when 
IiecotnesintocompaDy.begrowsconfDSed.andnnable 
to talli. Take him aa a poet, bia Trsreller is a Tcry 
fine perfonuancej ay, and m isliis Deaerted Vil- 
lage, were it not sometimes too tancb the edto of 
bis Trawller. Whether, indeed, we (ahe him as ■ 
poet, as a comic writer, or as an hiHorian — be 
•land* in the-first cIhm" -Boswell. " An bislo- 
liali 1 nry dear sir, yen nlU sorely not rank bU 
compilation of the Roman history with the work* 
of other hiilorians of this ^e f Johnson. " Why, 
wbo are before b!m7" Bo^well. " Home, — 
1tobertiOD,~-Lord LytteltOD." Johnson. (Hisao- 
tlpslhy to the Scolcb beginning Ut Tiae.) " I hare 
not read Hwne ; bnt, doubtleaa. Goldsmith's His- 
tory is better than the rtrhiage of Robertson, or tbe 
foppery of Dairy m pie." Boswell. " Will yoa not 
admit the anperiorily of Sobettson, in whoae his- 
tory we find ench penetration — snch pnintiag ?" 
Johnson. " Sir, yon moat consider bow tbal pene- 
tration and that painting are employed ; it la ttal 
history, it is imagination. He who dwctibea what 
be never aaw, draws from fancy. Robertson paints 
inindB,aa fir JoshnapunB faces in ahiatory lusce; 
be iin^ines an heroic conntenaoce. Yon must look 
npon Robertson'a work as romance, and try it by 
that standard : hietory it is not. Besides, sir, it ii 
tbe great excellence of a writer to put into his book 
as much as bis book will bold. QDMimith bu 



done (hit in his Hittorj. Now, RobertHon migbt 
barepnt twice ag much tato his book. RoberUoais 
like a man who bai packed gold \o wool ; the wool 
take* up mare room than the gold. No, sir; 1 
always thought Robertson wonid be crashed by bi» 
own vreight — would be baried under bia own orna- 
meols. Goldimith tells fon shortly all yon wadt to 
know : Robertgou delaias yon a deal too long. 
No nan will read RoberUon's cnmbrons detul a 
•econd lime; but Goldamlth'i pl^n narrative will 
pleas« ag^B and again. I ncHild say to Robert- 
son what an old tutor of a college siud to one of 
his pDpila : ' Read over yoar compositions ; and 
whererer yon meet with a^passage which yon think 
is particularly fine, strike it out.' Ooldnmlth'g 
abridgement la better than (bat of LaciBS Floras^ 
er Eotropint ; and I will reDlnre to say, that if yon. 
cotnpare bim with Vertot, in the same places of the 
BoDian HisCo^, yon will had Chat he excels Vertot. 
Sir, he hai the art of compiling, aod of sayinff 
every thing he has to say in a pleasing manner. He 
is now writing a Nalnral History, and will malie it 
as entertaining as a Perrian Tale." 

Boswell adds, " I cannot dismiss the present 
topic witboot otaerring, that it is probable that Dr. 
Johnson, who oWned thai he often ' talked for Tic< 
lory,' rather nrged planuble objections lo Dr. Ro- 
bertson's excellent bietorlcal works, in the ardonr 
of contest, than expressed his real and dedded 
oftlidoD ; for it is not easy to suppose, that he 
should so widely difler from the rest of tlie literary 

Jofaoson prmsed John Bunyan hi|hly. His Pit* 
f^'i ProgreM has great merit both tor toTentloa, 



Imti^tiatbD, and the conduct oT the Morjr ; and It 
hu had the b«t eridence or tta mertt, the general 
and coDtinned approbation of maukind : fen booki, 
I beilere, have bad B more extensive tale. It ia re- 
maAable, tbat it l]egina Tcrj mack like the poem of 
Dante ; jret there was no tiWHlaUon of Dante when 
Ban)^ wrote. There ia reason to think tbat he 
liad read Spenser." 

Some of the compan]' ezpreiied a nonder, wb; 
the author of so excellent a book as the Whole Duty 
of ManshonldconcealhlmEdf. Johnson, "There 
msj be different reosoni aasignfd for (his, an;' one 
ofwhichwODldl}erer]'snrBdt!iit. He ma; have been 
■ clergyman, and ma; have thoaght that his rell- 
^ODS conuaels would bare less wdg;ht when known 
to come from a man wImhc profrsdon was tbeoi- 
log;. He may have been a man whoae practice wai 
notsnltable tohis principles; ao that his character 
ml^t injnre the effect of bli book, vhteb he had 
written In a aeaion of penitence. Or, he ma; hare 
been a man of rl|(<d lelf-deaial ; so Uint be wodM 
hare no reward for his pioni laboors while In this 
world, bat refer It. all to a fiitnre slate." 

He talked of Isaac Walton's Lives, which was 
one of his most droarite books : Dr. Donne's Lift, 
he said, was the most perfect of them. He ob- 
•erred, that *' it was wonderful that Walton, who 
was In a very low sitoaUon In life, should bare been 
ftmiliarl)t received by so many great meu, and that 
at a time when tbe ranks of society were kept more 
separate than they are now." 

Johnson praised the Spectator, partlcnlarly the 
character of sir ^ogtr de Gorerley. He said, " Sir 
Bsger did not die a rioleit death, «* hu genenllr 
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hMB ftDtied : lie wa^ not killed ; be died onlj be. 
(SUM othen were to die, and because his deadi af- 
forded an opportanil; to Addisoa of lome very fine 
writing. Webave theezample of Cervantes making 
DoD Qalsote die. I oerer conld see wby tir Rogci 
u represented it a Uttle cracked. It appears to me, 
Ibat the itor; of tbe widow was Intended to baie 
something iaperindneednpou it; bnttbeinperBlnic- 
tnre did not come." 

TUklng of the emtneot writers Id qneen Anne'* 
reign, he abaerred, " I tblak Dr. Arbnthnot the 
first nan ninoiifE Ibem : be was tbe mpst nalversol 
genhn ; bang an excellent physician, a man of deep 
leftming, and a man of much hnmonr. Mr. Addison 
was, to be sure, a great man ; hu learning was not 
profound ; bat his morality, his buniatir, and bis 
elegance ofwrllliig, set him very high." 

" Addison wrote Budgell's papers In the Specta- 
tor, at least mended them so much, that he made 
thetn almost bis own ; and Dtaper, Tonson's part- 
ner, assured Mrs. Johnson, that the much admired 
epilopie to the IHstreued Mother, which came out 
in Bndgell's name, was in reaUij written by Addl- 

He recomnended Dr. Cfaeyne's books. Boswell 
Mid, he thought Cheyne had been teckoned wblm- 
lical. Johnson. " So he was in some thing* ; but 
there is no end of objections, lliere are few bocto 
to which some ob)ectionorotbcT nay not he made." 
He added, " I would not bare' you read any thing 
else of Cheyne, but his book on Health, atid hit 
English Malady." 

Fielding being mentioned, Johnaou exclaimed, 
" He waa ■ blockhead:" and, npon Botwdl's ex- 
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presaing his aglouiBhinent at eo straoge an aMertlan^ 
he said, " What I mean by being a. blocltbead U, 
that he was a barren rascal." Bobwbll. "WiUyou 
not allow, sir, that he draws very natarel pictures 
ot human life }" Johnson. " Why, sir, it is of very 
low iife. Richardson ased la aay, that had he not 
knowu who Fielding was, he should have believed 
be was an ostler. Sir, there is more knowledge of 
the heart in one letter of Richardson's, than in all . 
Tom Jones." I, indeed, never read Joseph Andrews." 
Ebsk iNB. " Surely, rir, Richardson ie very tedious." 
Johnson. " Why, sir, if yon were to read Richard- 
son for the story, your impatience wooid be so mnch 
fretted, that you woold hang yourself:' but, you 
mnat read him for the eentinieni, and consider the 
._ story as only giring occasion to the sentiment," 

A book of travels, lately published under the title 
of Corial Jauior, and written by Mr. Paieraon, was 
menilonei). Johnson Si^d, this book was in imita- 
tion of Slerne, and not of Corial, whose name 
Patereon had chosen as a whimsical one. -"Toiu 
Coriat," said he, " was a humourist about the court 
of James the First. He had a mixtore of learning, 
of wit, and of bufToouery. He first travelled through 
Europe, and poblistied his travels: be afterwards 
travelled on fool through Asia, and had made many 
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remarks ; but he died at Mandua, and his remarks 
were lost," 

' TalkiDg of Ihe Irish clei^y, lie s^d, " Swift was 
a man of great pane, and Ihc instrnmept of much 
good to his country ; Berkeley vcaa h profound scho- 
lar, as well as a mno of ftneiiuaginatiDD; bnlUaher 
was the great luminary of the Irish chuich ; sml » 
greater nocbnrchcoBld boast of,at leiiit,in modem _ 

Speaking of Mr. Hade, caaan of Windsor, and 
writer of (be History of Gustavus Adolphns, he 
ninch commeDded him as a scholar, and a man of 
the most companionable talents he had ever known. 
He said, the defects in -his history proceeded not 
from imbKillity, bnt from foppery. 

He )oTed, be said, the old black letter books ; 

-th'ey were rich tn matter, though their slyle'ivas 

inelegant ; wcaderfall; so, consideriog how coii- 

versant the writers were with the best models of 

■ aollquiif. 

Burtos's Anatomy ef Melancholy, he said, was 
Ibe only book that ever took him ont of bed two 
tioors sooner than he wished to rise. 

He freqoeDlly exhorted Dr. Maxwell to set aboni 
irriclug a history of Ireland, and archly remiU^d; ■ 
there bad been some good Irish writers, and that 
one Irishman might at least aspire to be cqnal to 
'another. 

Of Dr. John Campbell, the author, he said, ^,Hc 
Is a very Inqni^tire and a very able man, and a man 
uf good religious priudples, though I am afraid he 
has been deficient in practice. Campbell Is radi- 
cally right 1 and we may hope tli^ iu time therq 
will be good practice." 
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He owned, that he thoagbt HawkKmnlli WM 
ooe of bl> imitalorit, but he did not thick Gotdamilli 
wH. " Goldimltb," be laid, " hat great laeiit." 
BoiWBLL. " But, air, h« is maeti indebted to 701 
for his getting bo high in the pabllc eslimatliHi.'' 
J«HNRON. " Whj, eir, be bat, perhapa, got tooner 
to it bf hia in^mac; with me." 



P0ET8V. 

Of making mat*, Jahnaon obserred, " The gmt 
^fficotty IB to kaon when yoa have made good 
ones. When composing, 1 have generally hid them 
in my taind, perhaps fifty Ua time, Halkingnp and 
dmm In my room i and then I hare writleo dran 
down, and often, from laziaea, have written oolp 
half lines. I ha?G written a hundred lines In a d^. - 
I remember, I wrote a hnndred line* of the Vanity 
of Hmnan Wishes in a day. Doctor, (turning to 
Goldsmith,) 1 am not quite idle ; 1 made oua line 
t'other day, bnt I made no more." Goldsmith. 
" Let ne hear it ; we'll put a bad one to it." JoHN- 
kh. " No, sir, I have forgot it." 

He said, " I have' not been troubled for a long 
time with anthoni desiring my opinion of dteir 
works. I Dsed once to be sadly plagned with a man 
who wrote verses, but who literally bad no other 
notion of a Terse bnt thu it cooeisted of (en sylla- 
bles. Lag jfoar tnift and your Jbrk aarott gattr 
plate, waa to him a verse : 

Lly TBtu knift iDd youi nik HMM yattpMM- 






Ai.hewrote a great Dumber of venes, lie sometime* 
by chance made goad wes, though he did not 
knom it." 

He was do admirer of blank vene, and aaid, " it 
alwafa faila, anless saslaioed by the dignit; of tbe 
BDbject. In blank Terse, (he langnage suffera more 
dIatortioD, to keep it ont of prose, than any in- 
ConreuieDce or limiiatioa lo be apprehended froiB 
the ihackles and circumspect ion of rhyme." 

Lady Miller's collection of verses by fashionable 
people, which were pnt into her rase at Batheaslon 
rilla, near Bath, In competition for honorary prizes, 
being mentioned, lie held them very cheap ; " Bout) 
rhait,'' said he, " is a mere conceit, and an old 
cotlceit nowi I wonder how people were persuaded 
to write in that manner for this lady." Boswell 
named a gentleman of his acquaiatance, who wrote 
for the vase. Johnson. " He was a blockhead for 
hi a pains." Boswell. " Thedochess ofNorthum- 
berland wrote." Johnson. *' Sir, the dnchess of 
Nonhnmberland may do whnt ehe pleases; nobody 
ttill say any thing to a lady of her high rank ; but, 
I BhoDld be apt (o throw ••••••■s yerses in his 

Mr. Murphy mentioned Dr. Jahnson's biiTing a 
design to pnblish an edition of Cowley. Johnson 
aaid, be did not know but he should ; and he ex- 
pressed his disapprobation of Dr. Hurd, fbr having 
pahllshed a mutilated edition nnder the Me of 
Select Works of Abraham Cowley. Mr. Marphy 
-.thooght it a bad precedent ; observing, ihit any ao.' 
tbor might be used In the Moie manner ; and that 
it was pleasing to see the varietj of an anihor's com< 
peridoBB at diSbrent pettods< 



On R lubaeqnent occBiion, he laid, " I mi angry 
with Hu^d aJxiut Cowley, for hnviog published & 
aelccUon of bis works ; but, apon better cotuiiJerB- 
tioD, I think there la ao improprietj Id a mui'i 
publkhitig OS mocb u be cboiwes of any author, if 
be does not put the rest oat of the way. A miia, tot 
instance, maj print the odes of Horace alone." Be 
DOWKemed to be in a more indulgent humour thaa 
when ibii ant^ea was ditcnaied between him and 
Mr. Mnrphy. 

JobDMn one day gave high prdse to Dr.Bentlejr'ti 
renes in Dodslej's collection, which he recited with 
U( usual energy. Dr. Adam Smith, who was pit- 
aent, uiMcrred, in his decigire professorial manner, 
' " Very, well — Ferj well," Johnson. " Yes, they 
an very Weil, air; Ijut yon nay observe in what 
manner they are weU. Tbey are the forcible Teian 
of a man of a strong mind, but not accnUomed 
lo wnte verse ; Cor_tbere is some nncontbnesf in the 

Boswell related a dispute between Ooldtmlth and 
Mr.RabertDodsley, one day when they andhe wen 
dituug at Tom Davies's, in 1762. Goldsmith h- 
Ecrted, that there was no poetry produced in Mm 
age. Dodsley appealed to bis own Collection, and 
mainlined, that though yon could not find a palace 
like Dryden's Ode on St. Cecilia'* Day, you bad viU . 
lagea composed of very pietty honses ; and he men-, 
tinned particularly, The Spleen." Jobnboh. " I 
ibink Dodaley gave up the question. He and Oold> 
gmlth said tlie same thing; only he awd it in * 
softer manner than Goldsmith did ; for he acknow- 
ledged that there was no poetry, nothing tbat tower- 
k. Yon may find irit 






and bnmaiiriii Tene, aod yet no poetrr. Hodlbn^ 
bw a proftuiOD of tbeae ; yet it is not to be reck- 
oned ft poem, TIk Spleen, in Dodiley's coUcction, 
on which yon say be chiefly rested, is not poetry.'' 
BoBWELL. " Does not Gray's poetry, sir, tower 
dxire the common marie?" Johnbon. "Yes, sir; 
bat we mnitallend to the diSereace between wbM 
men in general cannot do if they wonld, and wbM 
ecety man may do if he would. Sixteen- nring - 
Jack lowered above the common marii." Boswelu 
" Then, lir, what is poclfy !" Johnson. " Why, ■ 
Ar, It la mnch easier to say what it Is not. We all 
taaie what light is, bnt it ii not easy to teU what I 
It ia." ".' 



BoBWELL. " Von have read Gbber*s Apology, air?" 
Johnson. "Yes,it isveryentert^aing; bnt, asfor 
Ciblier himeelf, taking from his conversation all 
that be ought not to have sud, he was a poor crea- 
ture. I remember, when hebronght me one oCbla 
odea, to hare my opinion of it, I could not I>ear roeh 
- nonsense, and Wonid not let him reEid iC to the end j 
BO little respect had I for tAofjreaf man /(laoghing.) 
Yet, I remember Richardson wondering that I 
conld treat him with familiarity." 

Another time : " Colley Qbber, sir, was by no 
gieans a Idocbhead ; but, by arrogating to hiiMelf 
(oo mncb, be waa in danger of toeing that degree 
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at eitimalioo to wliich he was cntltleil. His friendi 
gare ont'tbat he fn/nuJAf hii Birth-day Odes shoald 
be bad; balthat wBSDot thrcaie, sir; forbah«pt' 
them iuaD7 months by him, and, a few yeais befbro 
bedled,beshoiTed iDeoDeoftheio,ir1(h great to-' 
licttnde to render it as perfect as might be ; and 
I made lome coirecUoni, to which he was not verj 
wtlilngcosnbmit. I remeoiber tbe followlBg coaplet^ 
in eUodOD to the liing and himself: 



Sir, be had beard sometbiuft of tb^ faboloas taM 
of the wren sitting upon the eagles wing, and he 
bad applied il to a linoel. CiblKr's f^miW style, 
however, was better than that which Whitehead 
bai assnmed. Orand nonseose is Insupportable. 
Whiteheari is but a lilUe man to inscribe verses to 

" Sir, I do not tliiolt Orey a first.rate poet He 
bas not a bold imagination, nor tanch command 
nf wonts. Hie obscority lu which he has ioTolred 
binisdf will not persuade ns that be is aDblime. 
His Elegy In a Church. Vard ha* a happy selection of 
images, bnt I don't like what are ctjkd his great 
things. His ode, which begins 

Ruin Mlie thc«, luthloH Uufl 

has been celebrated fur its abmptoess, and planing 
into tlie snlttect all at once. But inch arts as these 
haie no merit, nuless when they are oi^iiali 
We admire tiiem only once; and ihi« abrnptmeM. 
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hM nothing new in it : najr, we bara tt in the old 
tang of Johnny Armstrong : 

It Ihere wvn ■ min fn iQ ScoUud, 
Ftom tlie hlghiMt eaUU to th« lornt d«gnc, Ac' 

And [ben, sir. 



There now, jnn plunge st once into the mbject, 
¥on hare no previous narration to lead jon » it. — 
The two next liues In llial ode are, I think, very 
good -. ^t 



Bonnell Thornton had juxt pablished a bnrlerqoe 
Ode ou St. CecUia'« Day, adapted to the andent 
British music, viz. the salt- box, the Jew's harp, the 
nlarrow-bones and cleaver, the hamltrura or hatdy- 
f(ar(ty, &c, Johnson praised its humour, and seemed 
much diverted with It, He repealed the following 



' Up uid dowD lapa the fljip, and with nttling lebouodt.* 

■ " [n 1769, I let for Smut and Newbiirr, Thtnnton'* 

nu)eUflh in aiuki» to a vny crowded tudivn 

bos WDgi nlilch iru admlnblr ueompulad on th 
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' Be told Botwell he had often looked Into tke 
])oeau of a pretty roIamlooaE writer, Mr. [now Dr.) 
John Ogilrie, one of the Presbjiterian minister! of 
Scotland, vrlilcli had lately come ont, but conld Ond 
no thicking in them. Boswell. " !■ there not 
inuglnaCioti in Uieni,urP Johnson, "Why, lir, 
there ii in tbem what mu Ima^nalion ; bat it it no 
morelmaglnalioniD Ant, tban lonnd Isioiind In the 
echo : and hii dJctlon loo is not his own. We hare 
long ago leen ahile-robed inaocenee, aadJIeiMr-it- 
tpamgUdmtadi^ 

He Mid : " IlionuMi, I think, had ai ntich of 
the poet Bbont him as moat writer*. Every thing 
appeared to blm through the mediam of Me ft* 
Toarite pnnuit. He could not bare viewed thow 
two CtwdJes bnrning but with a poetic^ eye," 

Another time: " Tbomaon bad a trae poeUcal 
genias, the power of rietving ererr thing in a poeU* 
cal light. Hia faalt is such a clond of wordj conw. 
times, that the mdse can bar dljr peq> through." 

Bncbanan, he said, was a rer; fine poet ; and ofr- 
■erred, tbat he was the first who complimented a 
lady, by Bsciibbg to her the different perfections 
of die heathen goddesses ; bnt that Johnston Itn> 
prored npon this, by making his iRdy at the same 
dme free from their defects. He dwelt npoii B«- 
chanao's elegant verses to Mary qneen of Seoti, 
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KgK^tha Ctaeduaa, &e. and qxAe wtih enthiiBlum 
of the beauty of I^hi Terse. " All the iBD^dage*," 
naiA he, " cannot fornish ta melodious a line a^— 

Vbmotant retonare dcttt AmaryUtda tUvatH* 

" BncbwiBa,'' he tibaemi, haa fewer cml»«t 
than an; modern Latin poek He not only had 
gntx knowledge of the Latin langn^e, bat wai a 
great poetical genlna, Both the Scallgen prailc 
him." - , 

// Boawelltoldliini, that Voltaire, In a CooTenadoo tj 
JfaWitb htm, liad dUtingnlalied Pope and Drjden thai : /' 
If — 'f Pope drives a handsome chariot, with a conple js 
ffofaeat trim nags; Dryden a coach, and tic stately f| 
il biHtea." Johnson. " Why, sir, the Inith is, tbeyfj 
fi both drire coaches and six ; bat Dryden's horses are ^ 
i I dther galloping or stnmbling ; Pope's go at a steady 
i even trot." He said of Goldsmith's lYaveller, 
'' which had been pnblished in Boswell's absence, 
^Hiere has not been so fine a poem since Pope's 
time." 

After dinner, where the oomcrsatioD first tamed 
.vpon Pope — Johnson said, his characters of men 
were admir^ly drawn ; those of women,not so well. 
He repeated, in his forcible melodious manner, Ibe 
eoDcln^ug lines of the Danciad. While he was 
talking londly in praise of these lines, one of the 
eampany ventured to lay, " Too fine for such a 
poem: — a poem on what?" Johnsom. (withadls- 
d^nflil look,) " Why, ott dwiea. It was worth 
iriille being a dance then. Ah, air, hadst (Aov-lired 
In those days ! — It Is not worth while being a dunce 
DOW, when there are no wlti." Btckerstaff ob> 
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gnred, m a pecnltar circamelMice, that Pope's fatof 
wai higher when he wai alire, than U wus thcD. 
JabnsoD iaii, hit paatorals were poor tliiugs, though 
the TcrBiacalion was liae. He told us, wl(b high 
laliabctiim, the anecdote of Pope's inquiring who 
was the author of his London, and layiag — he irill 
be soon ielarri. He obeerred, that iu Dryden'a 
poetry there were paasageB dmwD from a profuu.dilf 
which Pope conld nerar reach. He repeated some 
fine lines on lore, b; the former, and gave great ap- 
plause to the character of Zimri. Ooidimith said, 
that Pope's character of Addison showed a deep 
knowledge of the human heart. Johnson said, that 
the desctiplioQ of tlie temple, iu The Mourning 
Bride,* was the finest poetical passage he had erer 
read ; he recollected none In Shalupeare equal to It. 
— " But," ajud Garrick, aU alarmed for ' the god of 
bli idohiir;,' " we kuowiiot the extent and Taricty of 
Ills powers. Wc are to suppose there are such. paB> 
sages in his works. Shakspeare must not suffer 
from the haduess of our memories." JohiisDn,diTerN 
ed by this enthusiastic jealousy, went on with great 
ardoar, " No, sir, Cougreve has nature i" (smiling 
on the tragic eagerness of Garrick j) bat, composing 
himself, be added, "Sir, this is not comparing Con- 
gieve on the whole with Shakspeare on the whole ; 
but only maintaining, that Congrere has one finer 
passage than any that cau be found in Sfaakspeare. 
Sir, n man may hare no more than ten gulneai in 
theworld,bnt bemay have those ten gnineas III one- 
piece ; and so may have a finer piece than a man 
who bat tea thousand pounds : but then he has only 



—Uatimt. 






' o*e ten-gnlocA piece. WliM 1 meaa U, that foa' 
can sboiv me uo passage nbcre there ts stmiri)' ti 
iJesciiptioD of material objects, without aaj inler- 
ini^ore of moral iiotiona, which produce* mcb an 
eUta,'' Mr. Mnrpby mentioocd SbakEpeare'i <le> 
wriptloD.of the Dight before the battle of Agln- 
coutt ; bat it wM obterved, it bad men iu it. Mr. 
Dariee BDgge«ted tlie speech of Juliet, in which 
the Hgnrcs herael/ awaking io the tomb ofher an- 
cestora. Some one meotlooed the description of 
DoTet cliff. JoatisoN. " No, sir, it ihonld be all 
precipice — ail vacuum. Hie crowt impede your falL 
The diminished appearance of (he boati, and other 
drcamstaoceg, are all rer; good description, but 
do not Impreis the mind at once with the horrible 
idea of immense height. The impression is di- 
vided ; jon pass on, bj computation, from one stage 
df the tremendous space to aoothtr. Had the ejrl 
ID The Mourning Bride, tuid, she could not cast her 
aboe to the top of one of the pillars In the temple, 
it would not hare aided the idea, but weakened it." 
Auother time, he talked of the passage in Con- 
gtere with high coqimendation, and sidd, " Shuk-' 
speare never has sis lines together without a fonli. 
Perhaps, jon ma; find scren ; but this does not re- 
fnte my general assertion. If I come to an orchard, 
and aay there's no frgit here, and then comes ,k 
poriijg nan, who finds two apples and three peat*,- 
aod tells me, ' Sir, you are miilaben, I bare fooud 
both apples and pears,' I sbonld laugh at him.' 
What would that be to the purpose ?" 
. BoswELL. " What do fou think of Dr. Young's 
Night ThoDghts, EJrP" Johnson. " Why, sir, 
there an Duuy fine things In Uien." 
rOL.li. D 
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Om 8ntid&7, BoBwell dined with Um at Mr. 
Hotde^i. llteTtalked of Pope. Johitsoh. " Hewratc - 
liit DaiwUd for fBDie ; that was hl« priinarT moUn. 
Had it not bees for that, the dunces might lia*« 
ndied agBiut him ilU they were weary, without hit 
tronbtiDg blmgelf about them. He delighted to vtx 
them, nodmbt; but he had more delight Id nrii^ 
how well heconld rtx them," 

The Odes to Obscurilj and ObliTioB, in Hdtcnle 
of " cool Maaon, and wana Gray," being menlloited, 
JvhnKii (ud, " They are Ccdman's beat thlngi." 
Upon ita being obaerred, that it was beliered the*e 
odea were made by Cciman and Lloyd jOTntly v— 
JoHKMH. " Nay, ^, how can two people make ao 
ode? Perhaps, one made ODF of them, and one the 
other," Boawell observed, (hat two people bad 
Made a play, and qooted the anecdote of BeanmoDt 
and Fletcher, who were brought under snspldon of 
treaatm, becsnse, while concerting the plan of a tra- 
gedy when sitting together at a tavern, one of them 
was orerheard saytng to the other, " I'll Idll the 
Idag," Johnson. " The first of these odes is the 
best; but they are both good. They exposed a 
rerf bad kind of writing," Boswell. " Snrely, 
At, Mr, Mawm's Elfrida is a fine poem: at least, 
yon will allow there are some good passages in it.** 
Johnson. " There are cow and then some good 
IffllladoDB of Milton's bad maoner." 

Mrs, Thrale disputed with liiu on the merit of 
Prior. H« Bltaclced him powerfoUy ; said be wrato 
of lore like a man who bad never felt it : his lore 
vetaes were cidlege verses; and be repeated theMMg 
" Ale:ds shnnn'd hl< fellow swdlii,'*&c. In solndi. 
dou a manlier, as to make u all wottder hew anf 
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one cuflld tw** b«ra pleased with sneh faauidcil 
stnir. Hn.Tkr^itoodlohergnnwith greatooa- 
rage, id defence of amoivni dltiiet, which Johnioo 
despJMd^ ttH he at tut silenced her bj aaylng, " Mj 
dear lady, talk DO laoie of thb I BMMeoM cRB be de- 
feaded but by Doaaenae.'' 

tin. Tfarale then pralted Oarrick't talenl* far 
llgbt gar poetry; and, a« a Bpedmcn, repeated Ui 
(on; Id Florizel and Perdita, and dwelt with pent- 
liar pleamre on thii line : 

I'd Bail* with theiin^lej and tni with Owpoor. 

JaBNiON. " Haj, my dear lady, thia will tterer do. 
FoorPavidl Smile witli tbe simple;— what folly U 
that ! Aad who would feed with the poor, tbat can 
belp It ? No, DO ; let me smile whh the wise, and 
feed with the rich." Baswell repeated Chli sail; to 
Oarrlck, and woadered to Snd bii lenaihUiiy aa a 
writer not a little irritated by It. To MOthe him, 
he obscrred, that Johnson apared nobodyj and 
quoted the passage in Horace, In wliich be com. 
pares one who attacks bU friends for the sake of a 
lacgh, to a pushing os, that is mstked b; a bnucli 
of ba; put upon bis borm: fitmim babel In cormi. 
" Ay," sud Oarrlck xditmently, " he ha* a whole 
flio» of il." 

Speaking of Hmner, whom he venerated as th^ 
prince of poets, Johnson renarked, that ibe advice 
giTen to Glaums by his &tber, when he sent bin to 
tba Trojan ww, wa« the noblest exhortation tliat 
eoold be Initanoed in any headien writer, and entn- 
priied lo a ri»{^ line : 

Aim t^mmutf iMi ianipi^ t/tfUMHB t 
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wbtckt* trwiUtcd br Dr. Clarke thus :—" I/f wHper 
/brtiulmtrti»g«r»rmt,eltuperiorBlrluleaietBalHr^ 

A proporidon which hud brea igtEatpd, ihat mo. 
nvmentotOMnliieiit pcnoni eboald, for the time to 
come, be erected Id St. Paul'i cbnrch ai well aa in 
WesttDlngter-Rbb«y, wan mentioned ; and It wm 
uked, who ihoalil be honoared by haring his mo- 
aument Gnt erected tiiere. Somebody aoggested 
Pope. Johnson. " Why, sir, as Pope was a Rojdiu 
Catholic, I would not hiiTe his to be tnt. 1 think, 
Milton's rather should have the precedence. I thlDlc 
more higbl; of bim now than I did at twentjr. 
There is more tbinkiog in bira and in Batler, thas 
in an; of our poets." 

He (poke slightingly of Dyer's Fleece. — " lie 
■nbject, clr, cannot be made poetical. How can 
« man write poetically of serges and dmggeti ! 
Yet fou mU hear many people talk to yon gravely of 
that CTcetlent poem. The Fleece." Having talked of 
Grainger's Sngar Cuta, Boswell mentioned to him 
Mr. Langton's having told htm that this poem, 
being read In manuscript at air Joshua Reynolds's, 
had made all the assembled wits burst into a laagh, 
when, after much blank verse pomp, the poet be. 
gan a new paragraph thus : 

Now, MuK, left ling oC rati. 

And what Inereaied the ridicule was, .that one of 
the company, who ilyly o*erlooked the reader, per- 
c«ved that the word had been originally mict, and 
had been altered to ratt, aa more dignified," 






■rOBTS. ' S3' 

Ttls passage ioe» not appear In the printed work t 
Dr. Grainger, orsomeof hi>frieDdB,it ihoold wem, 
having become sensible tbst Introdoriaj; eren rait, 
in a grare poem, might be liable to banter. He 
howerer, conld not bring bimtelf to relinquish tke 
Idea; for they are tbm periphrasticBllyeihibltedhi 
his poem, ai it now stands : 

Nor with leu nMe Oa whliket'd Tenaln oat, 



Jofaneon said, that Dr. Grainger was an agree. 
aide msD ; a man who noald do any good that was 
in bis power. His translation of Tlbnliai, he thought, 
was very well done ; but The Sugar Cane, a poem. 
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M JOHNSOMIAHil. 

did Mt ^eue bim ;• for he exdalmed, " What 
conldbemBkeafasngBr-cBDel One might m well. 
write the Panlejr-bed, a poem ; or, the Cabbage- 
fuien, a poem." BoiwBLt- " Von msBt then 
piclUe your cabbage trilb the lal Attieum,'' Jobh- 
ION. " YoQ knon there is already the Hop-Garden, 
a poem; and, I tbluh, one could aay a greMdeal 
■iMKit cabbage. The poem night begin with the ad- 
TsntagM of ciriliwd Eodety over a nde aute, ex- 
empUfied by the Scotch, who had no cab)w)(e« till 
OUtct Cromwelfi soldiers Incrodnred them; and one 
vAfjU IhuB ahow bovr arts are propagated .by con- 
qnest, ai they were by the Romao armi." 

Sir Joshna KeynoldB mentioned Mr. Cnmberland'a 
Odes, which were joitpubliHhed, Jobhscm. " Wby, 
At, Uiey n'ould hare been thonght as good as odea 
commonly are, if Cnmberland had not pnt hli naae 
to them ; bnt a nime immediately draws censnre, 
unless it be a name that bears down every thing be- 
fore it. Nay, Cumberland has made hig odei rab- 
■tifiBTyta the fame of Bnother wan. They m'lgfat 
hare mn well enongb by tbemselres; but he has 
not only loaded them with a name, bat ban made 
Ibcm carry donble." 

Johnson said of Chatterton, " This ts tbe tnoM 
extraordinary young man that has enconntcred my 
knowledge. It ia wonderful how Ibu whelp has 
wiitten such things." 

* Tit. JohoHO u]d Co Boiwcll, " Percr, >ir, «ru lagry 
with me for lingblpg it Ibc Sugat-cuie i tot bs tisd ■ Blind 
to make ■ gmt, thli^ of Oniivn'i ntt." 






DBAHA. 

TtiK Beggai*! Opera, aod the commsn qneition, 
lAether it upat peminouii in it) effects, haviDBbeeit; 
iaifodaced in canrenatiou ; — Johnson, " As to 
this muter, wblcb hu been Tet; mnch coDtCBled, I 
mftelf un of oplnioD, thai nore influence hu been 
a*cribed to The Beggiir'* Opera, than tt, in reality, 
ever had ; fur, I da not bellere, that auy man wai 
erer made a rogue by being preMDt at lis repreten. 
tatioD. At the same time, I do not deny, that It 
may have «oine iaflaence, by making the character 
ef a rogne familiar, and in some degree pleasing."* 
Then, collecting himself, as it were, to gire a heavy 
atroke — " There Is in it such a Mtfaeiation of all 
piiudples, as may be injurioos to morality." 

While be prononnced this response, the oompaoy 
■at in a comical sort of reslraint, unotbeTiUg a langh 



would hudl; te 

■pon the hlgtawiy, immcdliUly sfter bring prooit ml 

lb. aiMmi, ■' thit tta« B^gu'i OpBu nuy, pethapi, hsTc 
■ometlmH IbcrOHd (he numtKT of hLghwrnynten i but It bu 
had 4 beneflcla] «nct In reflniug tbat pIsai of men, inaking 
them laa broeigui, more polite; ia iboit, mon like geiitlt- 
mn." Upon tlili, Mr. CDUitensy isid, tlutt •' Qnjoutbe 
OtftiiBa of tai^wiynieii." 
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vrblch thej w«re afraid mighcbunt ont. In hii life 
of On;, tie hu been nill more dedalTeasto thelnef- 
fictencf (if the Beggai's Opera in corraptiDgsodetf. 
Yet, the gaiety aod heroism ofMocbeath are verf 
captlrating to a yoathful Imagitial^a ; whtle the ar< 
fcnmeDts for adrcDturoaa depreihltloii are m plav- 
■ible, the allnalang «o lirelf, and the coDtrastg vrMi 
tbe ordinarjr and nMre paiufnl modea of acqniring 
property are so artfnllf displayed/ that tt teqalrei a 
cool end strong jd^ucdI (o resist so impD^og an 
aggregate. SliU there ia la It so macfa of real Lon- 
floD life, eo much brilliant wit, and ancb a Tarielj «f 
ain, which, from early association of ideas, engage, 
soolbe, and enliven tbe mind, that It wiU alna^ 
gtre pleasure on tbe stage ; and it contains so manj 
sound, moral snggestlona, that it uay be foand ao 
improving, as well at agreeable companloa in the 

The lale " lecrlhy" dnke of Qneensbary, as 

Tbomaon, in his Seasons, justly characlerizei blm, 
told Boswell, thai nhen Gay showed blm the Bc^. 
gar's Opera, his grace's obsemtioa was, " This ia 
a very odd thing, Oay ; I am satisfied !hat it is eiili^ 
s very good thing or a very bad thing." It proved 
the former, beyond the wannest dtpectatians of the 
author or his friends. Mr. Cambridge, howcrer, 
mentioned, that there was good reason enongh to 
<lDubt concerning its success. He was told by Quia, 
that during the Hrst night of its appearance it waa 
long in a very dubions state ; that there was a dis> 
position to damn !t, and that tl was saved by the 

IWDg, 

O, panda w*ll r bt not Mm* I 



Ibe aadleDM beicg much tSccted hj At hutocokt 
iookt of Pollj, when ibe came to IboM two lines, 
wbich exhibit at bnce » pttinful and rldiciiloiH 

For OB Uw rope thit biniBa mf dMT, 
Dipmda poH INdljr^ lua. 

Qain huaaelf had so bad an opinion of it, that he 
lefuaed the part of Captain Macheathi* and gare it 
to Walker, who acquiredgreatcelebritjbyhia grave, 

yet animated performance of it. 

BoBweli mentioned Mallet's traged; of EIrira, 
which had been acted the preceding winter at Dmry- 
lane, and that the hanourahle Andrew Erakine, Mr. 
Dempster, and lelf, had joined in wilUug a pant' 
phlet entitled, Critical Strictnres, gainst it; tbu 
tbemiIdnea«ofDcmp4tet'Bdiapo«itiouhad,bowei'er, 
relented ; and he had candidly said, " We liare 
banllr a right to abuse this tiagedj ; for, had aj it 
is, hoiT vain shonld either of ns be, to wiice one not 
near as good !" Jobnson. " Why, no, sir; this la < 
not JDst reasoning. You may abuae a trsgedf, 
though you cannot write one. Yon may scold a 
carpenter who has made yon a bad table, thoagh yoa 
cannot make a table. It is not your trade to maJte 
tables." 

Bosirell Introdoced Aristotle's doctrine in iiis Art 
dT Poetry, of " the tti<^fT^l twi saSiijuaTiut, the 
jmrging of the pasuons," as Itie purpose of tragedy. 
',' But, how are ibe passions to be purged by teiTor 
and pity ?" (said he, with an auntned air of igno. 
ranee, to incite Johnson to talk, for which It was 

• ^ (bU ba bet, ma II >M tMcwM ka •«• w> «tDC« I— JU> 
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•ftenmccMary toempIoTMiBeaddreu.) JobhsoiI. 
■■ Whj, sir, TOO are to cotulder wbat \» the mean, 
log of ptiittlns in th« orlgiDdl bcdm. It is to espel 
Impurities from the hnmNa body. Tlie mind ii lub- 
ject to the wme tmperfection. Tlie pusions are the 
great morers of hnman aaiobs ; bnt tbeyare mixed 
with sachlmpnr'itieiijthUitlsneceMarjthejibonld 
be purged or reflaed, by meuia of terror and pity. 
For instiuice, ambition is a noble pMsioa ; bat, by 
seeing upon the itage, that a man who h ao eicei- 
^Tely.ambltioiu as to raite himself by injuedce, li 
punished, nc are terrified at the fata! conseqnencw 
of gnch a pasiloa. Id the Bame manner, a ceit^D 
d^ree of resentment ia neceuary; bat if we see tliu - 
a man carrlealt too far, vrepltj the object of It, and 
are taaght to moderate that pasiioo." 

fBoswell obeerted tbe great defect of the tr^edy 
<tf Othello was, that It had not a moral ; for that no 
man coold resist tbe dreumstances of saspidon 
which were artfully su^esled to Othello's mind. 
' JoHtnoN. " In the first place, rir, we Icam from 
: Othello this Tcry usefnl moral ; not to make an nn- 
j equal match : in tbe second place, we learn not to 
I yield too j'eadily to saspicion. The handkerebief ia 
{ tnerely a trick, tbough a ver; pretty trick : bnt 
I there ».tt no other circumstances of reasonable sns- 
' ^ou, except what is related by lago of Cassio'a 
' warm expresslona concenring Desdemona in hli 
j Ifieef ; and that depended entlrdy tipon tbe as- 
f iKrtlou of one man. No, sir, I think Othello has 
mere moral than ^most any play." 

When Oarrick'was rAted with theatrical power 
1^ being manager of Drnry-lane theatre, be kindly 
aad genenmly mwle ueof it to bring oat JohiiMii*) 
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tragedft nhldi had long been Jiept back fornant of 
CBCODrageiueat : bat in thU benevolent purpose he 
met with no small difficoltf from the temper Of 
Johnion, nbicb coald not brook tbat a drama, nbich 
be bad formed with much itndf, and had been 
obliged to keep more than the nine jeart of Horace, 
(bonld be rerised aod altered at Ibe pleamre of ^ 
aclor. Vet Garrick knew nell, that withoat some 
alteratiniK, tt wonld uoc be lit for ibe stage, A rio> 
lent diipate haviug enaaed between Ibem, Oarrick 
applied to tbe reverend Dr. 'I^ylor to interpose, 
JoiinBtHi wu at Gr«t very obstiaaie. " Sir," said 
be, " the fellow wants nie lo make Mahomet run 
mad, tbat be may bare an opportunity of toaaing big 
hands, and kicking hta beels." He was, howerer, 
at laat, with difficulty, prevailed on to comply witb 
GanMi'e wishes, so as to allow of .some changes ; 
but still there jvere not epough. 

When asked bow he felt upon the ill success of hi* 
tragedy, be replied, " Like the Manamentj" mean- 
ing that he continoed Iirm.8iid nnmoved ai that co* 
Inmu. And let it be iem«mbered, as an admoaiiion 
U> the geniu irrltabile of dramatic wntera, that this 
great man, Instead of peevishly complaining of the 
bad laate of the town, submitted to Its decision 
without a murmur. He had indeed, npon all occa> 
BiODB, a great deference for tbe general opinion] 
" A man,", said he, " who writes a book, thinks 
himself wiser or wiltler Iban the rest of mankind ; 
he supposes (hlU he can instruct or amuse tbem ; 
and the public, to whom he appeals, muat, after all, 
be the judges of biipretensioua." 

BoiwELL. " Foote has a great deal of humour." 
JoHHSOH. " Yes, ^," BoswELL. " He hw a stn- 






g«Iar talent of cshlbitliig charKlcr." JoawnHi; 
- Sir, It !■ not a talcDt, it ia a rice ; it li wbal olhn* 
tbitdn Avm. It ii not comedy, whtcli tihiUtt tbe 
chancUr of a rpedea, u ibat of a nUer gatbarad 
Iboni matiy nisen ; tt 1« farce, which czhtblu Indl- 
Tidsali." BoiWKLL. " Did not be Ibiak of exhi- 
biting yon, rif i" JoHNBON, " Sir, fear mtrallMd 
Ubi I he knew I wonM hare bnVeii bit bona*. I 
wonld have lared bim tbe tronble of catllag off • 
leg; 1 would not ba*e left bim a leg to cnt off." 
Boamix. "Praf, nr. Is not Foote an infidd?" 
JomRor^ " I da not knov, lir, that ibe fellow la an 
infidel ; bnt. If he be an Infidel, he is an infidel aa k 
dog ii an infidel ; that la to lay, he bai strcr 
Ihonght apoo Ihe inject." Bosweli- " I tnppeaa, 
iir, be bas thonght nperfidally, and adxed tbe Srst 
nottoni irblcb ocenrred to his mind." * JoHmoH. 
" Why tben, sir, Eiill be ii like a dog, tbat inatcbea 
the piece next him. Did yoanei^r observe tbat doga 
hare not tbe power of comparing ? A dog will take 
a Ruall bit of meat aa leadily aa a large, when botb 
are before him." 

Boewdl fonnd ftnlt with Foote (or indnl^ng Ua 
talent of ridienle at tbe expenae of bia rislton* 
wMcb he coUoqtiiaily termed makiog fooli of Ua 
company. Johnson. " Wby, sir, iriien fon go to 
iec Foole, yon do not go to see a gaint ; yon p> 
to tee a man, who will be enterUdned at yonr 
bonse, and then bring yon on a public stage ; who 
will entertda yoa at bia borne for tbe parpOK at 
bringing yon on a poblic Mage- Sir, he does not 
make fools of his company; tbey whom he ex- 
poses are Cools already; he only brings tfaeu into 
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Speakhg of Artbnr Mnrpfay, nbom be TW7 uMdi 
loTcd, " I doD't kaow," Mid be, " that Arthnr eta 
be daHed with llie lety am dnBWtic wrilen ; yM 
■t prcMBf, 1 doobt macb whether we h«R any thins 
tnperiior to Atthar," 

It bdoB ineBtiaiKd, that Oarrick uaUted Dr. 
Bnnni, the anthtn- of Tbe Estimale, in iome dn- 
lastic eompodtioii ; " No, tit •" uid JohoMn, " he 
wovld no mare in^r Gurick to mile a line in bit 
plar, than be woeld «aSer him to mount his palfdL'.' 

Dr, Ooldstnith'B new (day. She Stoops to Cratqner, 
Mug tnentioned — Johnson." I know of no eomedjf 
for many jean, that has lo moch exhilarated an 
■ndience — that ba« aoawered so much tlie great end 
e( comedy — making; an andience merry." 

0(ddimithhariDf;eald,,thatQarrick'icomplliaent 
io tbe queen, wbicli he introduced into the play of 
The ChaoccB, which be had altered and reriaed thii 
yeBr,wa< metui and grots flattery — JoBNsoN."Why, 
•ir, I would not inrUe, I wonld not glre aoleniBly 
nnder my hand, u character beyond what I thought 
naUy true ; bat a (peech on the atage, let It flatter 
Brer lo exCraragaatly, is formnlar. It has alwayi 
been formalar to flatter kings and qoeens ; bo macb 
n, that even in o«r cbaFcb-serrice, we hare ' oar 
molt religioDs king' naed indiicriiDinatety, whoever 
)i king. Nay, they eren flatter Ihemselve* :— * we 
hare been gracioualy pleased to grant.' — No mo- 
dern flattery, however, is » groei aa tbat of the 
Angiulau age, where tbe engperor wai deified. 
' Fratau Dbmt habebilur Augatlti*.' And aa to 
meamieH, (riring Into warmih,) how ia it ineui in 
a player,— a ihowman, — a fellow who eihibliahinar 
aelf fM a ahllling— t o flatter hia qoeen? Tbe attempt, 
JDiteed, wat dangerona [ for if it had miued, what 



beeame of Giarrick, ami what beesme of tht qna* ? 
Al sir Wiliam Temple but^ of a great general, it is 
necesaary not odIj that h)s designs be formed id a 
nituterlj manoin-, but that (he; should be attended 
with Bucceas. Sir, it ii right, at a lime when the 
royal family Is not generally liked, to let it be Been 
that the people like at least one of them." 

■Talking on proline- writing, he obserrcd, " Dry- , 
den has written prologaes superior to any that 
David Garrick hag written ; but David Garrick has 
written more good prologues than Dryden has 
done. It is wonderfal, that he has been able to 
wtlte Bucb variety of them." 

Boswell ohserring that Garrick, who was tboat 
to quit the itage, would soon have an eailer life. 
Johnson. " I doobt that, sir." BoawELL. " Why, 
air, he wiU be Atlas with the burthen off his back." 
JoHNSO><. " But I know not, sir, if he will be so 
steady without his load. However, he ehonld never 
play any more, bnt be entirely the gentleman, and 
not partly the player: he ahonld no longer suhjert 
himself to be hiiaed by a mob, or to be insolent^ 
treated by performers, whom he used to rule vrith 
a high hand, and who would" gladly retaliate." 
BoswEi.1.. " I ililnk he should play once a year for 
the benefit of decayed actors, as It has Ijeen said be 
means to do." Johnson. " Alas, sit 1 he will soon 
be a decayed actor himaelf/' 

Boswell mentioned his having introduced to Mr, 
Warrick fount Neni, a Flemish nobleman of great 
rank and rorlane, to whom Garrick talked of Abel 
■DniggerBao«naKpaf(; and related, with pleasant 
vanity, that a Frenchman, who bad seen bim in 
one of his low characters, exclaimed, " Comment 1 
je ne le croii pas. Ce n*.eEt pas Monsienr Qairick, 



«# grand boinmel*' . Oftnick added, witb aa ap- 
9earaDce of grare recoUectioD, " If I were (o begia 
life again, I Hiiak I sliaiild not play chose loir cbft- 
racterv." Upon which BoBwell obserred, " Sir, 
jou would be in the wrcmg; tor your great excel- 
lence is yonr TBiiety of playing — your repreeenting 
BO well cbaracteni w very diflereuc." Johnboh. 
" Garrick, sir, was not in earoeit in wbat he said ; 
for, to be sore, bis peculiar ezcelleace is hii ra- 
riety^ and perbaps there is not any one character, 
wLich baa not been as well acted by Eemcbod; elM, 
as lie could do it," Boswbll. " Why rhen, air, 
did be talk so !" Johnson. " Why, sir to make 
yon, answer as yon did." Boswell. " I don't 
liDOW, sir ; be seemed to dip deep into bis mind 
for Ibe nflection." Johnson. " lie bad not far 
to dip, sir; be had said tiie same thing, probably,- 
itvenly times 'bef<He.'' 

" Cairick," he observed, " does not play the part 
ofArcber,io The Beam Stratagem, well. The gen- 
- ttemau sboBld break out through tjte footmMi, 
which is not the case as be does it." 

Mn. Pritcbard being mealioDed, be s^d, " tier 
playing was quite mechanical. U is wonderM how 
litUe m)Dd she bad. Sir, abe bad never read tbe 
tragedy of Macbeth all through. She no more 
thought of the play out of which ber part was 
taken, thao a sboemaker thinks- of- tbe bkin, out 
«f which be makes sboes.'' 

He thus gare his opinion apon tbe merila of 
some of the prindpal performers, whom be remeo^ 
bered to have seen npoo tbe stage. " Mrs. Porter, 
in the Tehemence of rage, and Mrs. Ciire, in tbe 
V/igbtlineisof.hiunoar, I haTftaeirer seen ^nailed. 
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What (Xre d\A beat, ahe dU belter thiUi Qtrrick j 
but (be coDld not da li»lf lo tauij Ibingn ireU ; Bbe 
wai & better romp than any 1 ever law in DUar»— 
Piilcliard, in common life, was a mlgsr idlol ; she 
wooldtallc tA ber goiennd I but, when ab.e appewed 
upon tbe atage, seemed to be inspired by gentillljr 
asd ■ndersttutdlng. 1 once talked irith Coll^ 
Qbber, and Ehougtat him ignorMt itf Ibo principle* 
of hit tat. Oarrick, madam, waa no declaiiner: 
there was not one of his awq seeiw-thifiera lAo 
oobM not faare spokeB To bt, or not to be, better 
j thui he did ; jet be wu the oolf actor I ever saw, 
Iwhom I could call a master both in tragcdf and 
■comedy; thoogb I liked him best in come^. A 
Itme coBcfptku of character, and natural ezprescioB 
Tof it, were his distinguished excellenees.'' Haiisg 
■expatiated, with his usual force and eloquence, bb 
Mr. Oarrick's enraordinsry eniineiice as an HXM, 
be coDcladed with thia complimeaE to bis aocial 
talents ; " And after all, madam, I thought liiB 
leal to be enried on the stage thmi at the head at m 
table," 

Johnson, Indeed, had thought more apon the 
■object of acting than might be generally sappoied. 
l^Jklug of it one day to Mr. Kemble, he said, '■ Are 
ie of those entbiulMts, who beileve yoar- 
•elf transformed into the ray character jon repre- 
Upon Mr. Kemble'a answering, that he 
rer ^l so strong a persuasion himself: f To 
be sni« not, Ar," said Jidiason ; " the thing hi 
impoBsllrie. And If Garrick really brliered falmsdf 
'■ a be that monster, lUchard the Third, he dcatrrad 






why tie pTOfcirioD of a player should be deBjdsed r 
fbr'the great and nitlmate end of all the cmploy- 
menle of manklDd Is lo produce anmeement. Gar>- 
rick prodncea more amngemeiit than any iNidy." 
BoswELL. ," Yoa «ay. Dr. Johawn, that Garrick 
eihibits himself for a shilling : in this respect he 
U only oa a fooling with a lawyer, who exhibita 
hloiself for Mb fee, and even will maintun any noti- 
ieme or absurdity. If the case require it. Oarrick 
' refnses a play or a part which he does not like : a 
lawyer never refnses," Johnson. " Why, sir, what 
does thin pfovE? onlythat alawyerisworse. Bos- 
wdl is now like Jack in The T^e of a Tab, who, 
when he ia pnzzled by an OTEament, hangs himself. 
He thinks I shall cat him down, bnC I'll let him 
hai^." (langhipg Tociferoaaly.) Sin Joshua Rev' 
MOLDS. " Mr. Boswell thinks, that the profession 
of a lawyer being nnqneationabiy bononrable, if . 
be ran iihow the profession^ of a player to be more 
boDouraUe, he prons bis nrgament." 



HISTORY. 

Talking of history, Johnson said, " We may 
know bistoricBt facts to be Ime, as we may know 
facia in common life to be true. Motives are ge- 
nerally known. We caanot trust to the characcerg 
we And Id history, nulesa when Ibey are drawn by 
those who knew the penona ; as those, for )n- 
fllance, by Sallust and by lord Clarcndoa." 

" Lord Hules's Annala of gcottaad," be re. 



Googk 



6fi JOBNBONUMA. 

narked, " hue not that p^ied fona which la lite 
tAsteoftbit age, but <( ia abeok whichirillalvra;s 
«e]l; ithasmch attability of dBtn,«iich acertaiatj 
of facts, and inch a pnnctaalit; of cUatten. I never 
before read Scotch histor; witb rertaiDtr." 

"Great obilitiea," laid be, "tu« not reqidilte Cor 
an historian i for in blatorical compoutioD all the 
great powera of the human miod are qnieccent. Ha 
has facM ready to hia hand ; go there ii no ezerdM 
ofinreiitioa. Imagination ia not required in any 
high degree ; only about as much as ii med in the 
lower kinds of poetry. Somepenetrati(Hi,accanKy, 
and colonriDg, will fit a man for the task, if be caa 
gire the applira^on wliicb is necessary." 

Mr. Krisirom, a Swede, who was tutor to «oinc 
young gentleman In the city, told Boanell, that 
there was a very good Hiatoi^ of Sweden, by Da- 
Une. Having at that timean iDtentioDOfwriting 
a history of that country, Boswell asked Dr. Jolw- 
son, whether one might wiite a history of Bwedoi, 
Bithout going thither. " Yes, sir," said he, " one 
for common use." 

At a dinner party u general Paoli'e, an animated 
debate took place, whether Martlnelll should con- 
tinue his History of England. Johnson. " No, 
. tir, he would give great offence. He wonld have to 
tell of almost all the liTiag great what they do not 
wish told." QoLDSMiTH. " It may, perhaps, be 
necessary fbr' a native to be more cautious ; but a 
fordgner, who comes among ns witbont prejudice, 
may be craisidered as holding the place of a jadge, 
and may speak hla mlud freely," Johnson. " Sir, 
a foreigner, when he sends a work from the press, 
OBghcto he on his goard ^nst catchlog the error 
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«Dd ndataken cnthntUtu of fbe paople vnotv 
wbom be bappeai to be," OoLDKHiTii. " SLi, bi 
WsnU odIj to aell bis faiElOTf, and to tell truth ; one 
an boDEBt, the other a laaiUble motlTe." " John- 

' lOH. " Sir, the; ore both landitble mMiTei. It id 
Uadahle in a vaaa to wish to lire bf Mb labooni 
bat he should write bo as he may liee bj tbein, not 
K> ai be may be knocked oa the bead. I would 
sdrite hint to be at Calais before he publbbet hli 
bistor; of the present age. A foreigner, who at- 
tadies bimaelf to a political party in tbis coantrr, 

, Ii In the worst state that can be imagined : he la 
looked npon as a mere iDtermeddler, AnatiTGrnaj - 

' do it from Intereat." BoawsLL. " Or prindpla." 
OOLSSMITH." There are people wlio tell ahnndrcd 
■political lies every day, and are not hurt by it. 
finrely, then, onemay tell truth with gafety." John- 
Ron. " Why, sir, in the first place, lie who telb s 
handred lies baji ^Banned the force of hi« liei : 
but, betidea, a man bad rather have a hondrcd 
lies told of him, Iban one tmth Sfhich he doea not 
Irish should be told," GolSbhith. " For my part, 
I'd tell tmth, and shame the deiil/' Johnson. 
" Vei, dr ; bat the devil will be angry. I wish to 
efaame the devil as mnch as you do, but t ahonld 
cboose to be out of the reach of bis claws." Oold- 
BMiTH. " His daws tan do you no harm, when you 
hare the shield of truth." 

llie coramon retnark as to the utility of reading 
history being made: Johnson. "We must consider 
how rery little history there is; I mean real aa- 
tbfentic history. Iliat certain kings reigned, and 
certain battles were foi^ht, we can depend upon as . 
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tmc 1 but b1| the calbariog, til the pMIOM^hf 4f 
hiiloty. Is eonjectare." Boswell. " Then, rir^ 
joQ vranld reduce all hiworj to no belter than ail 
alnanack, a mere eliranological wrieB irf remarfc- 
able evcDtH." Mr. Gibbon, who m^M at that tlmt 
bare been employed npos his hialorr, of trblch he 
pnblUhed the Rrtt Tolnme ta the foUowlng year, was 
preeent ; bat did not iitep forth In defeoce o( that 
apedM of writlDg. He probably did not llbe to 
tnui himaelf wilb Johnson.* 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 

Thb cuEtom of eating d<^ at Otabeile being tnen- 
tloned. Goldsmith obierred, (hat (his wu also s 
Clutoia in Cliinil ; that a dog-butcher ia as commoa 
there ai any other bntcher ; and that when be 
walka abroad, all (be doga fall on bim. JoatraOM.. 
'" That is not owing to bia kiiling dogs, air. I re. 
member a bnlcber at Lichlielil, whom a dog that 
wu in the bonae where I lived alnajis attaclied. 
It ia the smell of carnage which provokes this, Iqt 
the animala he baa killed be what they may." 
CoLDSHiin. " Yea, there is a general ahhomnce 
Id animals at the signs of mauacre. If jon pnt a 
tnb full of ^lood into a atabie the horse« are liiw to 
go mad." JoiiNBON. " I doubt that." GoLDSMtTH. 
"NajiSir.lliaB^t wellantheiittcated." Thralb. 
" Yon bad better prote it before yon pnt it Into 
your book an nalnral history. Yon may doll in my 
atabie if you wUl." Johnson. " Nay, sir, 1 would 
not have him prove it. If he is content to ta^e hi* 
information from othera, he may get thropgh bit 
book with Tittle trouble, and without mnrh eudan- 
gering hia reputation ; bot if he makei eiperU 
menla for so comprehenaiFC a book as hia, uere 
would be DO end to them : his erroneoos aaEertioni 
would then fall upon bimselfi and he might be ' 
blamed for not having made experimeuta as to every 
particnlar," 
Boswell related, that be had, aeveral times, wheo 
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in tUlj, woi the ezperlment of placing a Korpion 
within > drde o( hnming co^ ; that It ran round 
ud ronod la extreme p^D ; and findiog no way to 
etcape, retired'to the centre, and, like a tme SUnc 
pbllowpber, darted its atiog into ite head, and thUB 
at once freed ilMlf from it« noet. " This must 
end 'em." Thia, he obserred, nai a curious &et, 
tail ihoweddeliberaleraiddein a reptile. Johiuan 
would not admit tlie fact. He laid, Maupertnb 
wai of opinion that it does not kill itaeir, bat dies 
of the beat; tbat tt gets to tbe centre of tbe clrde 
ai the coolest place ; tbat ill tarotng its t^l in Upon 
Ita head tsmerel; in convulsion, and that it does not 
sting itself. He said he itodU be satisfied if the 
great analomLit Morgagnt, after dissecting a scor- 
pion, on which the experim^t bad been tried, 
■liould certtl^ that Its sting had penetrated into its 
bead. 

He seemed pleased to talk of patnral phUosopbr. 
" That woodcoclis," said lie, " fly over the north* 
em conntries, is prored, because they have been 
obwrved at sea. Swallows certalnlj sleep all win. 
ter. A number of them conglohalate together, b; 
flying rotind and roand ; and then, all in a heap, . 
throw themselves nnder water, and lie in tbe bed of 
a river." He said, one of his Gm essays was a 
Latin poem npon the glow-worm. 

Talking of birds, Boswcll menttoned Mr. Daines 
Barringtoa'e Ingenious Essay against the received 
notion of their mlgradon. JoHifSoN. " I think we 
have aa good evidence for tbe migration of wood- 
cocks as can be desired. We find they disappear 
at a certain time of the year, and appear ai^n at • 
certain time of the year j and some of them, when 
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wear; in their Btgbt, hare becD knomi to allgbt oo 
the i^^Dg of sbips far ont at sea." One of the 
oompan; obserred, that tbere had been instoncea of 
Mme of them found in summer in Essex. JoBN- 
»0N. " Sir, that sirengthens oor arjcment. £/r- 
ceplio probat regviam. Some being found, ehoiTS, 
that. If all remained, manjr ffould be fbnad. A few 
sick or lame ones may be foaad." Goldsmith. 
"There is a partial migration of the swallows: the 
■tnmger ones migrate ; the others do not." 

Johnwa repealed an argument, which U fonnd 
in bis Rambler, ^^niC the notlou that the brate 
creation is endowed with the SieiiUy of reason, 
*' Birds bnild by instinct; they nerer improve; 
they build Ihdr first nest as weU aa any one they 
ever bnild." Golubhith. " Yet we »ee, if we taiie 
away a UnTa nest with the eggs in it, she will make 
a Blighter nest, and lay ^ain." Johnson. " Sir, 
that is because at first she has fdll time, and makes 
her nest deliberately. In the case yon mentioo, 
Ae is pressed to lay, and mnit therefore make ber 
nett quickly ; and consequently it will be slight." 
OoutSMiTH. " The nidificatlon of birdh ia what i» 
— least known in natural history, though one of the 
most curious things in it," 

Boswell told him, that be heard Dr. Percy was 
writing the history of the wolf in Great Britain. 
JoHHSOH. " The wolf, sir; why the ?foif ! Why 
does he tiot write of the bear, which we had for 
loeiiy? Nay, it ii said we had the Ixaver, Or 
wliy does he not write of the gray rat, the HanoTer 
rat, aa it is called, tiecause it is said to bare come 
\KU> this coBDtty abont the time that the fomily of 
Hanorer came t I shonld like to kc ' The History 
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gftbe Onj Bat.byOlioinuPtrcir.DJ). C3ia^D 
hi Ordinarj to his M*)eHy.' " (langbiug Immode- 
ntelj.) BofcWELi. " I am a&aid ■ court ctwidfiD 
conld not decentlj write of (be giay rat." Jcbnbon. 
" Sir, be need oot give it the Dame of (he Baoover 

Mr. Seward mentioned the obEcirations wbieb ba 
bad made npcu the strata of the eaith io v<dca- 
DQCS, from wbleh it appeared, Ifaat Ibey were «o 
very different in depth at diSerent periods, that no 
cfllcnlation could be made ai to the time reqnired 
for their formation. Tbis fnll; refuted On ante. 
UMMUcal remarlt iotrodnced in(o captain Brydone'a 
miertaintog lonr, from aliind of vanity, vbiiA ii 
too common in those who have not aofflcleDtly 
■tndicd the most important of all Eobjectl. Dr. 
JtriinsoD, Indeed, bad said before, independent of 
this observation, " ShaU til the accumulated evi. 
dence of (be history of the world ; shall the anlbo- 
rity of what Is nnqneationably the most ancient 
writing — be overturned by an ancert^ remark «nch 
M thia;" 
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BIOGRAPHY. 

" Johnson recommended to me," tays BomdJ, 
" (o keep a Journal of my life, full and nareterred. 
He said it would be a very good exerdae, ud 
would yield me great satisfaction, when the pani- 
eslari were faded from my remembrance. I wu 
Mily fortunate in having bad a prerion* 
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cejncideuce of opiDloo.ivlth hfan upon thla snttjcct, 
ibt Ibad keplsucb ftjoumalforsoiue time; and U 
nas us anuill pieasBte tcrmeto hare thU to tell him. 
and (0. recdv« bU appfobsiion. He coaiueUed tap 
to keep ii private, and Bud, I mighl anrel]' have a 
friead, wbo would barn it ia cue of my deat^. 
From tLie babii I have been enabled to give Otf 
world so maaf aoecdoles, vrluch wonld otherniae 
baie be«i lost to posterit]'. 1 mentioned, (bat I 
was afraid I pat into my joamal too loaof little 
Incideots. Johnson. ' Tliere is nothing, sir, top 
Uttle £or so little a crealare aa oiao. Jt is by etOr 
dying Uttle things that we attaja the great art of 
liaviDgaa Uiile miaei; and aa macb bappinesi at 
possible.' 

" He told me, that he bad, twelve or fourteen 
.(hiiea, altempted to keep a jonrnai of bis life, bnt 
never coold persevere. He advised me to do it, 
' The great thing to be recorded,' aaid be, ' is the 
itate of your owu mind ; and yoa should trritc 
down erery thing that yon remember, for yon can- 
not judge at firat what is good or bad; and write 
jDi mediately, while the impression ia fresh, for it 
will not be the same a week afierwarda,' ". 

Beswell mentioned, that he had in bis possesaiop 
the Life of sir Robert Sibbald, the celebrated Scotr 
tish antiqaary, and fbsDdci of the Boyul College of 
Physicians at Eitinbargh, in the origiDEd manascdp^ 
in his own hand-writiog; and that it was, he be- 
lieved, the most oalural and candid aceouat of him- 
. Mlf that ever was givm by any maD. Aa a* 
ioBtance, be telts, that the duke of Perth, (be^ 
ebancellor of Scotland, preued him very mnch U/ 



Gooslc 



H jottittaMiHA. 

come OTtf to tire 'Bon wn catholic ftlch; tliat be 
realited all hit gnice'a ai^mnitB for a constaetBUfe 
time, tilt'onedaTbeTelt MmMir, ai it werf.inaun- 
ItmeoDsl; convinced, and wi(h tears la bit ^es ran 
Into Ihe doke'H armi, and embraced the ancient 
-Tcligttin ; that he contlnned very «ceady Id it for 
lOtne lime, and accompanied bis grace to 'London 
one winter, and lived in bis bonseholdj that there 
fae fonnd Ifae rigid fasting prescribed by the chardi 
Ver; ferttt upon biu ; that this disposed him to 
reconsider the eontroveny; and, hanng then seen 
that he was In the wrong, he relonied to proi. 
lestantlsm. Boindl talked of some time or other 
'publishing this cnrlaus life. Mtts. Thkalb. " I 
think yon had as well let alone that pnblieation. 
To discover Buch iveakness expose! a man tvben he 
It gone." Johnson. " Nay, it Is an honest pidnre 
of human nature. How Often are the prlmarj 
motives of our greatest actiODS as small as'Sibbatd':*, 
for bisre-conrtrBioiiV Hrs.Tbbale. " Bot may 
«hey not as well be forgotten ?" Johnson. " No, 
madam, a man Icfvesto retietf hisownmlad. That 
H (he QKc of a diary, or JourtiuL" Lord TrimleE' 
TOWN. " True, sir. As the ladies love to net 
themselves In a glass, so a man likes to see him- 
self in his Jonnial." Boswell. " A very pretty 
oUoslon." Johnson. " Yes, indeed." Boswbll. 
" And al a lady adjusts her dress befnre a mirror, 
n man adjusts his character by looking at his iodl^. 
nal." He adds, " I next year found the very same 
thoDghc in Aderbdry's Fnneral Sermon on Lady 
Cults; where having mcolioned her Diary, be 
«ays, * In Ibis glass she every day dressed her 
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ulbil.' Tbli Is a proof of coinddenw, uid not of 
plagiariBm ; for I had oevcr read that- KnuoD be- 

JtAnsoD said, " Bayly's Dictionaiy is a nr; hk- 
fnl work for tiioie to ronault, who lore the bio- 
graphical part of Ulcralare, which Is whBt I lore 

As be had objected to a part of one of hli letter* 
being pnUiBheri, Baswell thought It right to take 
ui opportunltji of asking him explicitly, whether 
It woald be improper to publish hii letter* after 
his d«ath. His answer was, " Nay, sir, when 1 am 
dead, joa may do aa yon will." 

He said, " Goldsmith's life of Pamel k poor : 
not that it Is poorly written, bnt that he had poor 
materials ; for nobody can write the life of a mao, 
but those who hare eat, and drank, and lired in 
locial ii>tercoat»e with him." Boswell said, if it 
was not troDblesome, and preeataing too mach, he 
-wonld request him to tell him all the little drcam- 
Btaures of his life ; what itchflols he attended when 
he came to Oxfurd, whea he came to London, &e. 
He did not disapprove of his cariosity as to these 
particularst but Mii, "They'll come oat by de- 
greet, as we talk together." 

He censured Rnffhead'a Life of Pope ; and re- 
in arked, that" he knew nothing of Pope, and nothing 
of poetry." He praised Dr. Joseph Warton's Es- 
say on Pope ; bnt added, he snppoacd we should 
have DO more of it, as the aalhor had not been 
able to persuade the world lo tliink of Pope as he 
did. Boswell. " Why, sir, shoald that prevent 
him from conilnulog his work I He is an Inge- 
vkjDsconatel, who bw made the moat of his cause: 
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be b not obliged to gain it." Johhsoh. " Bat, At, 
there U a difference wheu the caoae is ofamau'j 
own maliiiig." 

At another time, he, Mr. Thomas Waiton, and 
Boiwell, talked ef biograpiif. Johnson." Ilia 
ranlf well execnied. They only who liie trith a 
man can write his life with an; geoaioe eiactneif 
and tUscrimlnation ; and few people who have lived 
with a man know what to remark about him. Ths 
chaplain of a late bishop, whom I was to assist in 
writing some memoirs of lite lordship, conld tell ma 
scarcely any thing." Boswell. " Mr. Robert 
Dodsley's life slionld be nriden, as he vras so much 
crMnected with the wits of his time, and by his 
literary merit had raised himself from the station of 
a footman." Wahton. "He publislted alitt^ vo- 
huue onder the title of Tlie Muse in Livery." 
JoBNSON. " I doubt whether Dodatey's brotbet 
would thiak a man who should write his life ; yet 
Dodsley himself was not uuwilliag that his oti- 
^nal low eonditioD should be recollected. When 
lord Lyttelton'8 Dialogues of the Dead came out, 
one of nhteh is between Apicins, an ancient epU 
cBK, aud DBrtiseDf, a toedent eplcnre, Dodslej 
said to me, ' 1 knew Dartinenf well, for 1 was (hk? 
his Atotman.' " 

Biography led tbem to speak of Dr. John CamjM 
bdl, "who had written a considerable part «^ 
tiie Blograpbia Btilaonica. Johnson, though 1m 
mined him bighly, was of opisiOD that there w>q 
lOt ao much in his great work, A Political Snrveyi 
•f Great Britain, as the worid bad twcn. tanghl [a 
■apecE ; and bad tud to Boiivell, {hat be twlieved 
CwnpbeU's disapfioiiiuiieDt, oa account of tbekaA 
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IUCCC3S of that work, bad killed him. He thb 
evening obserred of it, " That work wa» hU death." 
Mr. Warton, not advenlog lo bis meaning, an- 
swered, " I beiicTe 80, from the great attention he 
bestowed on it." Johnson. " Nay, sir, he died 
of leant of atlentioD, if he died at all by ibat 
book." 

Boawd) said, " In writing a life, a man's peco- 
Uaritiea ahoald be mentioned, becaaie they maik 
fait ^aracter." Johnson. "Sir, (hereiinodonbt 
u to peculiarities : the qnestion is, whether ■ 
man's vicen shonld be mentioned; for inHanoA, 
whether it shoald be mentioned, that Addison end 
Faniell drank too Freely: for people will probably 
moreeasilylndnlge in drinking from knowing tills; 
so that more 111 may be done by the example, tbam 
good by telling the whole truth." On thia, Bbswell 
remarks, " Here was aa instance of his varying 
from himself in talk ; for when lord Hailes and be 
«at one morning calmly contei'^ng, in my house at 
Edinbnrgh, I well I'emember that Dr. Jiibosoi 
m^tained, that ' if a man is (o write A Paa*- 
gffrie, he may keep rices out of sight ; bnt If he 
profiles to write A Life, be most represent it 
really as it was ;' and when I objected to the danger 
of telling that ParuFlldrank to eiceea, he said, that 
• It would prodace ar instmcilTe caution to Mold 
drinking, when It was seen, that even the learoliig 
Ud geninii of Parnell coald be debased by it.' And 
In the Hebrides, he maint^ned, as appears from my 
Joamal, that a man's intimate friend iliould men; 
"flan his faults, if he writes bis Ufe." 
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Wbxm Dr. JobosoD had Gabbed wme part of bit 
tngedf of Irene, he read whst he hut dope to Mr. 
Wuhnilvy, who objected to bia hHiing already 
brought bli hetoioe idIo );reat distreu ; and uked 
him, " How can you possibly coniriie to plvnge 
her into deeper calamity?" Johnson, in alyalln.. 
lion to the (opposed ogipre^slre proceedings of the 
ooort of which Klr.Walmsley was regialrar, re- 
plied, " Sir, I can pot her into Ibe ipiritnal 

' Soon after Edwards's Canons of Criticiini came 
out, Johaton was dining atTonson the bookseller's, 
wllb Hayman the painter, and some more companjL 
Hayman related to sir Joebua Reynolds, that the . 
conversation having larued upon Udwacds's book, 
tbe gefltlemeu pnused it much, and Johnson al- 
, lowed its merit i but when Uiey went farther, anil 
appeared to put that anlhor upon a level with War- 
burton, " Nay," said Johnson, " be has given him 
(ome smart hits lo be sure ; but there is no propor- 
tion between the two (aen ; tbey must not be 
named together. A fly, sir, may sliug a atalelj 
bone, and make him wince ; but one is but an in> 
sect, and ihe other is a horee still." 

Od the Gih of March, 1754, came out lord Bo. 
lingbroke's vrorkj, pnblUhed by I^r. Dftvid HaJ|et. 
Jobnsou, bearing of their teudtncy, was ronsed' 
with ajuM indignation, and prmiouticed this m** 
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oiorable eeiitence upon the noble aolbor and hU 
editor; " Sir, be was n Bcoundrei, atid a coward: 
a cconsdre], foicbargjug a blunderbuss aguust reli- 
gion and moraliiy; a coward, because he iiad not 
reaolaCioa Id tkeiCoffhimseif, but lefthalfacrowu 
to a beggarly ScotcbmaD, to dravr tbe trigger after 
bis deaLh 1" 

. " One day," ioge Boawelt, " be read to m a dis; 
■ertatiou wbich he was prepnriug for tbe presa, 
entitled, A History aud Cbronology of the E'abulou* 
Ages. Some old ditinities of Thrace,, related to 
tbe 'ntaaa, and called tbe Caiiri, made u very in- 
jrarlaol part of tbe theory of this piece ; and In a 
CDn?ersatiDa afterwards, Mr. Wi«e talked, much of 
his Cabiri. As we relurned. lo Oxford in tbs 
evening, 1 oat.walked Johnson, and be cried out, 
Sufflamauj, a Latin word wbich came from hi* 
mouth with peculiar grace, and was as much as to 
My, Pat on your drag chain. Before we got bume, ' 
1 again walked too fast for him { and he now cried 
out, '. Why you walk as if you were pursued by aU 
the Cabiri in a body.' " 

. Wheu tbe messenger, who carried tlie last sheet 
of Johnson's Dictionary to, MUlBr, relnrned, Jobo- 
HOQBskedbim," Well, what .did be, aayf" " Sir," 
answered tbe me«enger, " be said, ' thank God, 1 
ha?e done with him.' " " I am glad," replied 
Johnson, wiib a smile, " tbat be tbauk* God' tb^ 
any thing." 

At a gentleman's seat in the west of England, lu 
order to amnse him till dinner should be ready,,be. 
MM taken ont to walk in, tbe garden. Ttie. master 
of Ibe boose, thinking it proper to introduce some- 
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(bin; BoteBtttlc la(o the convenBtion, addmsed faiM 
(fans 1 " Are yon a boUDisI, Df. JohnBon ?" *' No, 
■ir," Rnswered JohnsoD, " I am not a botaotn; 
Md, (aUadiag, no donbl, to his iieBr-«lgh{«AieM> 
ihoald I viah (o become a botaniat, I must fim 
tarn myitlf into a reptile." 

When Mr. Davies first Intivdnced Bmw^ to - 
lobntoD, he WM much agitated ; and, rmoliecting 
bla prejudice ^(unst the Scotch, of which he had 
beard mncfa, laid to Davies, " Don't tell irbere I 
came from.' " From ScoCland," cried DaTtea, 
rogniahlf, " Mr. Johnson," aald BosRell, " I do 
. Indeed come from Scotland, bnt I can't help U,^ 
To which JohDHm replied, " Thai, sir, I find !■ 
iriiat agreat many of yonr countrymen cannot befp." 

Mr. (^Iriewtunnlackyenongh to choose for the 
topic of hta conTcrsation (he praiien of hit natire 
eonncry. He began with mying, that there wu 
*ery rich land around Edinbnrfh. Goldsmith, who 
kftd stodieif phyeic there, contr«dicted this very 
vBtmly, with a Bneeriug langh. Diiconcei4ed a 
little by this, Mr. Ogilvie then tooli a new gronnd, 
where he probably thought himself perfectly safe j 
fbr he observed, that Scotland had a great many 
oofale wild prospects. Johnson. " I beliere, dr, 
yen haie'a great many: Norivay, too, liits noUe' 
wild prospects ; and Lapland is lemarbable for pro- 
digious noble wihl prospecW ; hnt, sir, let me teH 
foa, the noblest prospect which a ScotchmHU ever 
Ke«, is the high road that leads bim to England." 

Johnson said he had lately been a long while U 
Llcblleld, taut had grown very weary before be left 
. h. BoswELL. " I wander at that, sir; It U yoBt 
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ntt*e plice." Joknion. " Whr, w U SooUaiM 

irtfllr nsilire pl^ce." 

Ad etiay, written b; Mr. Deniie, a divine of tbc 
dnirch of EngliDd, inalnttiDing the fnlnre life <rf 
bnitei, by an esplicatian of certBld parts of Ihe 
Scriptarea, wu meatiOBed, and tbe doctriue io- 
riited oa bf a geotlemui, wbu seemed food of cn- 
rioBi BpecDlatioD. Jahnioii, who did not like to 
hear of anjr tiling coaceminK a fntnre Itate, whiiA 
wai not Mthorized by the regnliircanausof ortfao^ 
dozj, discouraged ihli talk ; and b«ng eKrnded at 
Its conilnnation, be watched an oppoitanitf togiTc 
tbe gentleman a blow of reprehcHBioD, So, when 
the poor spemlatisi, with a Berioni metaphjaical 
peniire face/ addressed him, " Butreatlr, sir, when 
we see a veri sensible dag, we don't know what to 
think of bim,'"' — Johnson, rolling with jof at tite 
thonght wlfich Iwamed in his tjt, turned qotelcl; 
roond, and replied, " Tme, sir ; and when we see 
s Tery foolish yMftnc, we don't kntrw what to thhilt 
of hha^ He then rose up, strode to the ftre, and 
stood for some time langhing and emltiug. 

" The late Alexander, earl of Eglintoune," lajs 
Boswcil, " who lored wit more than wine, and 
men of geiflns more than Sfcophantl, h<d a great 
•dmiralioii of Johnson ; but, from tbe remarkable 
elegance iff his own manners, wu, perhaps, too de. 
Ueatel]' sensible of -tbe runghness wbEch sometimes 
appeared in JolmsonS bchaTionr. One ereniog, 
when bis lordsblp did me the bononr to sirp at my 
lodgings, with Dr. Robertson, and sererat other men 
ef Hterary distinction, he regretted that Johnson 
bad not been educated with more refinement^ and 
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iireA more la polUbsd lodctr. ■ No, no, m; lord,* 
uid lignor Baretti, ■ do with him wliat yon woald, 
be would alwajs have been a bear.' ' True,' an- 
■wered the earl, wllh a Bmile, ' bnt he would btTc 
been a daitemg bear.' 

" To obviate all the Tcflectiooa which Itave 
gone roDUd to Jobntoii's prejudice, by appl^g 
ta him the epithet of iear, let me Imprest upon 
nj readen a jut and happy Kajing of m; friendl 
GabUmiib, who lintw him well : ' Johqeoa, to be 
«DrE, bai a roughneM in his maDner, but do m^ 
alive hai a more. tender heatt: he hat tuUhillgtf 
Utt bear bat hi* t/d».' " 

Goldsmith, to divert the tediona mioDtet, whUf 
wiiting for one Of the gneits at a diDoer-party, 
atnitted abeot, braniag of bU drcM, aod appeared 
■erioDsl)' Tain of it (for bis mind vrai wonderltiUy 
prone lo such expressions) : " Cone, come," taii 
Garrick, " talk no mote of that i yon are, perhapS) 
the worst— eh, eb 1" Qoldsmlth was eagerly at. 
tempting to iDternipt him, wben Garrick went on, 
langhing ironically, "Nay, yon will always ^oolllkc 
a gentleman J bnt 1 am talking of being well or 
m iruttd." " Well, let me (ell you," said Gold. 
•niitb, " wfaenibytaUorbronghtbameniyblotaatiiT 
coloured coat, he said, * Sir, 1 hare a favour to beg 
of yon :— when any body aska yon who made joiu 
clothes, be pLeued lo menUon John Filby, at the 
Harrow, in Water-lane.' ' Johhbon. " Wbj, tir. 
that wM because he knew the straDee colour wovhl 
attract crowds, to gsie at It, aad thns they might 
bear of him, and aee bow well be cosld malie a eoat 
evcB of M abmud a coloar." 
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One daj, at air Joshn's table, irhen it nu i«> 
lated, that Mrs. McmtRgae, in an exceat of compU. 
mwt to the aathor of a laodem tragedy, hod ex- 
claimed, ■* I tremble for Shahspeare ;" Johnson 
said, " When'ShaliBpeBrelias got ••••• far his 
rim, and Hn. Monlagne'for his defender, be ie In 
a poor Mate indeed." 

Speaking of Mr. Hanway, who poblisbed Ao 
Eight Days' Jonmey from London to PortsmnnUi, 
" Joaas," kM he, " acquired some repntation by 
(xavelling abroad, -fant lost it all by travelling at 

Somebody obserring that the Scotch Htghtanden, 
In the year 1745, had made surprising efforts, coti- 
ddering their .numerons wants and disadTantage»— 
"Yei.sir," said he, "their wants were numeronsi 
bit yoQ bare not mentioned the greatest of tbem 
tU— the want of law." 

Being asked by a young nobleman, what was b^ 
Come of the gallantry and miUlary spirit of.Ae 
•Id English DoUlity, be replied, '* Why, my Icffd, 
I'll tell you what Is become of It ; it is gone luto 
the city to look for a fortune." 

SpeahiDg of a dull dresome fellow, whom ka 
ciiaaced to meet, he said, " That fellow seems to 
me to possess bat one idea, and that is a wrong 

A gmtleuraB, having to some trf the nsnal argv- 
■pwnts for diinkiug, added this : " Yoa knew, sir, 
dYiBkuig dtira away care, and makes ua forget 
whaterer ii disagreeable : would not you allow a 
man to drink for that reason ?" Johnson. " Yes, 
.sir, if he sat next jnM.". 

JoBHSON. " I remember once being with Gold- 






M mlBccUlar iitii." ■ 

" At the LUerary CJvb^' tojt Bo»weH, '" Iwfot* 
Johnson came in, we talked of hia Jouruey to the 
Wattrn lalandi, and «f liis coming Awny ■ willing 
to bcliere the lecood light,' which seemnl to exdte 
(omeridicnle. I wiu then ao impressed with the trnth 
of man; of the iioriei which J had been told, that 
I arowed my conviction, Bajing, ' He is only KUUng 
to belie*e — I do lielieTe : the evidence is enonftb for 
me, thoDgh not for bis great mind. What will not 
fill a quart botrle will till a pint bottle : I am flUed 
withbdlef.' 'Are you?' lalJColmau; 'then cork 
imp.'" 

Johnson having gone to Mrs. Ablngtoo'e benefit, 
at supper, one of the company attempted, with too 
tnnd fonrardneia, to rally bim on hi* late appear, 
ance at the tbrBtre; but bad reaion tu repent of 
his temerity. " Why, sir, did joa go to ftlra, 
AblogtoD'i benefit? Did yon see?" Johnson. 
" No, sir," ♦' Did yon hear?" Johnson. " No, 
ilr." " Why then, air, did yon go?" Johihon. 
" Becanie, sir, she is a favourite of the public { 

• In alliidoii to JohnMtf) pilWeal pdatiplH, ud p(r> 






Df. BHroef btiTing remu-bed, that Mr. Ganick 

WM begiDEting [g loot i>ld, Johmon sftid, " Why, 
■1r, f on are oot to wonder ac that ; oo maa'i face 
bai had more wi^ar and tear.'' 

Johnton cenaurFil Guj-n for labing done a 
church, which might have ttood man; yean, and 
building a new one at adiRereDt place, for no other 
reaaon, bat that there might be a direct road to a 
new bridge; and hts eiprcuiuii was, "Yon ace 
tUing a chnrch nut of the way, tbat the jieople 
may go In a straigbE line to the bridge." OwiH. 
" No, Birj I am pnlting the church in tbe way, 
tbat the people may not go out of the ■Mjr." Johh< 
'■OH (wilb a hearty lond laugh of approbation.) 
" Speak DO more : ceil yo«r colloqnial fame npon 
tbU." 

Bdng by no venM pleaMd niih Jhtir inn at 
Briitol, SoukII said, ■' Let ns lee now bow we 
dxnild docribe it." Jobnsoa waa ready with bit 
l^Uery. " Describe it, sir ? Why, it was so bad, 
that Boaweil wiibed to be in Scotland 1" 

In tbe anlumn of 17B3, he received a >isit from 
tbe celebrued Mrs. SiddoiM. When ehe came into 
the room, there happened t« be no chair ready for 
bee, which be obcerring, aud, vrlih a smile, " Ma- 
dlm, yoa, who so often occasion a want of seata t« 
olber people, will tbe more easily -excate the want , 
of one yonnelf," 

Dr. Jobneoogaid to Mian Hannah More, wbo had 
npresMd a wonder, tbot the poet Vrkn had -written 
I^ndiM Lost, ihonld write ancb poor sonni^pi 






Boswell told him, 'that David Hame 
•bort colkctloo of Scottidiuns. " I » 
Ji^wD, " tbst he should find then." 
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Theke had been an execation of two or three cii. 
minals al Oxford on a Monday. Soon aftcnvardsi 
one daj at dinner, Bosweli was wying, that Mr. 
Swintou, the chaplain of the gaol, and alio a tre- 
qnent preacher before the univaraiiy, a learned 
Biao, bat often thonghclesa and absent, preached 
the coodemnation-serinon on repentance, bebro 
the convicts, on the preceding day, Sunday ; and 
In the cloM, he told hia audience, that he shenld 
glre them the mnaioder of what be had to aay on 
the sntgect the next Lord's I>b>. Upon nhidi, one 
of the company, a doctor of diiinity, and a pltUm 
matter-of-fact man, by way of offering an apology 
for Mr. Swinton, gravely remarked, that be. had 
probably preached the same sermon before the nnl- 
™r»ity. " Yea, sir," aaya Johnson, " but die oni. 
?e»lty were not |p be banged the next morning." 

Boswell mentioned, that Dr. Thomav Campbdl 
bad come from Ireland to London, principally M 
»ee Dr. Johnson i he teemed angry at Uils obsena- 
tion. Oavies, •< Whj, dr, there came a man fron 
apain to see Utj, and CoreUl euh&to Snglaod t* 
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■eePorceD.'BndnheD he beard he was dead, wen 
diieClly bock agiua to ludy." Johnson. " I ihonld 
not wish to have been dead, to diaap|>oiDt Camp* 
bell ; but I »honld have wished to hare been a faiiii- 
dred miles off." Boswell adds : " Ttiia was appa- 
KDtlf pervene; and I do beliere it was not hii 
real waj' of thiulcing : he could not but like a man 
who came %o tar to see him. He laoRhed with 
some complaceocy, when I lolil him CampbeU'a odd 
expreiaiou to me concerolng him, ' that hanng 
■eeo Buch a man, was a thing to talk of a centary 
hence,' aa if he could live so long." 

Of the father of one of his frieuda, he DbBerred, 
■■ He never dacilied bis noiiona by filtralins tbem 
.thrnagh other mind a : he had a canal npoii bis 
tiitaie, where at one place the bank was too Jon — 
' I dng the caaalideeper,' said he." 

Me once in hia life waa known himself to have 
uttered what ia called a ball. Sir Joehna BeyDoldi, 
when they were riding together in Deronshire, 
complMned, that he had a very b^ horse, for that 
even when going down hill he mored slowly slepby 
Mep. " Ay," s^d Johnson, " and wbeo be fMt 
up hill, he tlandt ttill." 
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Sib JoiEitiA EevNOLDB once uhed Jo)iDtoii bf 
what mcaiia lie hadBliaiued blaeztraordlauTBCcii- 
ncy aud flow of BaogDage. He told falm, (bit he 
huA nrlf laid it down as a filed rule to do bi« bcM 
on every occaaiuD, and In ei*ery compaaf : to im- 
part whatever he koevr Id Ihe ntoM fordUe Ian* 
gauge be could pot it into : and that bj copilant 
practice, and nettr Bufferihg abj carelci* eiprea- 
tlons to Mcape him, or alteniptiaK to deKvtr hta 
tbmghu wldiout nrranglDg ihem in the deareat 
manQ^, it became habitual to bim. 
. When Johnson showed Boswell a proof-iheei of 
(he character of Ad^son, in which he lo h;gh1)> ex- 
toll bU «i;!e, Boswell cunld not help obterVing, 
that )l liad not been liU own model, as no two strlei 
conld differ more from each other. Jdhnbon. 
** Sir, Addison had bis sryle, and I bsve mine." 
When he venlnred to ask him, whether ibc diSer- 
ence did not cnnsist in this, that Addisoo'i style 
wu fall of idiome, coLloqnial pbraaea, and pro- 
rerba; and his own more sltidly grammatical ; 
and free from such phraaeolngy. and modes of speech 
aa can never be liierall)' (ranslated or nnderstood 
by foreigners ; he allow^ the discrimination to be 
jost. 
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(•noes b French. Now (he French bi 
the EogUsfa stnictnre maj, in Che nature of things, 
be equally good : bnt If yoo allow Ihnt the English 
Ungnage is eitablished, he Is wrong. My name 
might orlgioally have been Ntcbolaoo, as well aa 
Aihnsoii ; bat were yon to call me Nicholson now, 
joa wonld cnll me Tery absurdly." 

In 1769, Boswell presented Dr. JohDMB to gene- 
lal Paoli. They met with a manly ease, miloally 
consdons of their own abilities. The genertj 
■poire Italian and Dr. Johnson Englitli, and nnder. 
itood one another very well, with a little of Inter- 
pretation from Boanell, in which he compared him- 
«df to an lathnim, which joins ino Kreat continents, 
Upon Johnson's approach, the general said, " From 
What 1 hare read of yonr works, lir, and from 
what Mr. BoBwdl has tokl me oF yon, I have long 
hdd J90 in great Teneration." The general talked 
of laagnages being formed on the partlcnlar noliou 
M>d maanen of a people, witboot knowing which, 
we cannot know the laagnage. We may know the 
direct aignilicadon of single words ; bnt by these 
vo beauty of expression, no sally nf genins, no wit 
is conTcyed to the mind. All this mast be by alhi- 
.slon to other Ideaa. Johnson. " Sir, you talk of 
iOTigBage, as if yon bad never done any thing else 
Int Mndy it, instead <a governing anatioD." Paoli . 
" Qmeilo e tm treppo gran eomplimenlo i this is 
too great a compliment." Johhsoni " I shonld 
have thongbt so. If 1 had not heard yon talk." 

JohnsonadTtsed BosiTcU to complete a dictlonnt 
«f words pecnliar to Scotland, of which he bad 
shown him a spedmen. " Sir," said he, " Bay 
In* made a coUk^oh oI iiort)t.«annti7 words : Iqr 
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eoUectiag thoie of your couotn!, yoa wUl do a 
Dwfa] [hiog lovntrdi the history of the language," - 
Talking of laogasge, Jobosoo otuerved, that 
Leibnitz had made aotne progress in a work, traciiHf 
all languages n|j to the Hebrew. " Why, sir," 
laiJ he, " you would not imagine, that llie PreDCh . 
jour', ilay, is derired from the Latin diet, aud yet 
nolhuig ii more certain ; and the iiilermtdiate atepg 
ftre very clear. From diet, comes diatnui; diaXr^ 
hy InAccurate ears, or inaccurate prouuucialiOD, 
easily confounded witb fjuflhen the Italians fora 
a substantire of the ablative of an adjeciiie, and 
thence j^rno, or, as ihej make ic, j'Jomo; ^bich 
is leftdilf contracted into gioia, or jioui." He ob- 
•erred that the Bahemian language was true Sdsr 
ionic. Mr. Kristrom, a Swede, said it bad some 
almilarity with the German. Johnsok. " Why, 
air, to be sore, such parts of Sclavonia as confine 
tvith Germany will borrow Germau words ; and 
auch parts as confine wilb 'IVtary will borrow Tar- 
tar words." 

He said, he never liod it preped; ascertained, 
that the Scotch Highlanders and the Irish under- 
stood each other. Boswell told blm, that his 
consin, colonel Graham, of the Royal Highlandeie, 
whom he met at Droglieda, said they did. John- 
ion. " Sir, if the Highlanders understood Idlll, 
why translate the New Testament intoErse, aa wu 
lately done at Edinbargh, when there is an Iririt- 
translation ?" Boswell. " Allhotigh the Ene 
and IrJBh are both dialects of the same language, 
4here may be a good deal of diversity between iben, 
M between the diBerent dialects in Italy." 

Sir AlexMider Hacdomdd said [o him, " I hav* 
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been corrKtlng several Scottish nccenls in my: 
friend Boswell : 1 doubt, iiir, if auy ScolcbiDBii 
ever attaiti! (o a perfect Kuglia)! pronanciat'ioii," 
Johnson. " Why, sir, few of them do, became 
they du UDt persei'ere, after acquiring a cert^n de- 
gree of it ; bat, sir, lliere can. be no doabt, thai 
thej maf atlaiD- tu a perfect Eoglisb prODiaclatioii, 
if Ihey will: we Hud how neu ther coaie to it; 
and eertaiDjy a man who conquers uiueteen parU 
of the ScDtliah aceent, may ronquer the twentieth- 
Bat, sir, wlien a mza has iiol the better of nine 
tentbe, he grows weary, be relaxes his diligence, he 
finds he has corrected hii accent so far as not to be 
disagreeable, and be no longer desires his friends 
to tell him when he is wrong; nor does be choose 
to be told- Sir, when, people watch me narrowly, 
and I do nut watch myself, they wilt find me onl to 
be of a particular county: in the same manner, 
Dunniirg maybe fonnd out to be a Deronsbire man i 
£0 most Scotchmen may be found out. Bat, Ur, 
Utile aberrations are of no disadvantage. I nevei 
catcbed Mallet in a Scotch accent j and yet MaUet, 
1 suppose, was past (Lve-and- twenty before be cama 
to London." 

fbeearlof Marcbmoiit,withBix'Htgoad-bumaar, 
related, that Ibe master of a shop in Liondoa, where 
he was not Icuowu, said to liini, " 1 suppose, ^, 
ton are an Amerlcao." " Why so, sir i'' suid hla 
lordship. " Because, sir," replied the shopkeeper, 
" yon speak neither English nor Scotch, but some. 
thing different from both, which I conclude is Ibe 
language of America."' 

BiUWEu.. " It may be of nse, sir, to have a die 
doaary lo ascertuu the ]jnuiDnclation>" Johnsom. 






98 jrinHtoNiAitA. 

" Wh]r,ilr, ntf DtctioDBr; show* TOO the accentt of 
Word«, If jon can bat remeniber them." Bosweu. 
*'Snt,3ir, ire wunt marka toascert^n the jironUo- 
d«tion of the nwels: Sheridao, I beliere, has 
flnlshed sDch a work." Johnson. " Whf, sir, 
coaalder how mach easier it is to learn a iango^e 
by the ear, than by any marka. Sberidaa'a Dle- 
donary may do very wel! ; but joa cannot alwaya 
carry it aiNnt with yon i and, when yon want the 
word, yon hare not the Diciiouary.* It is like a 
man who haa a gword that will not draw : it ii u 
admirable aword.to be sare ; but while yonr enemy 
It catting your throat, yon are unable to nae it 
Besides, sir, what eatltlei Sheridan to fii the pnv 
nnnctation of English > He has, In the first pUce, 
tlie disadvantage nf being an Irishman : and if he 
say* he will fix It after the example of the best 
company, why they dilier among themselves. I 
Kmember an instance ; wheu I pnbllshcd the Han 
for my Dictionary, lord ChesteiiHd UAi me that 
tbewordfrhif should be prononuced so as to rhyme 
to tiatt! and air William Vonge sent me word, 
that it ahoold be pronoanced so as 10 rbyme to teal, 
and that none but an Irishman woold pnmooDce it 
grail. Now lierenere two men of the highest rank, 
the one^the best speaker in the house of lords, the 
other the t>est speaker in the home of commons, 
differing entirely.'" 

A persoo was mentioned, who, it was said, eoold 
take down in short hand the speeches in parliament 
with perfeet exactness. Johnson. "Sir, Itii im- 

u «quB]ly ■ppUable tg hIsowii( but be 
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.pootible. I renember one Aogel, wbo came to me 
to write for falm a preface oi dedication to a book 
DpiHi sbort hand, aod be professed to write at fast 
as a man coald speak. In oider Id (rj biu, 1 took 
down a book, end read while he wrote j aod I tar 
Toured him, for 1 read more deliberate]; than ntaal. 
I bad [HTWeeded but a very little way, when he be^eil 
I would desist, for be could not follow ine." 

Boswell read to him a letter which lord Monboddo 
had wdtteo, coutainiiig lome critical remarlii upon 
thest;leoffaisJournej(otlieWeslem Islands of Scot- 
land. His lordship praised the very fine paMBge 
upon lauding at Icolmkill: but his own style beini; 
excecdiDGly dry and hard, he disapproied of the 
richness of Johnson's language, and of hia frequent 
nee of metaphorical enpretslons. Johnson. " V/hj, 
air, this criticlaat would be Just, if, io m; stjle, so- 
pe^nous words, or words too big for the thongbta, 
conld be pointed out ; bat this I do not belicTe can 
be done. For instance, in the passage which lord 
Monboddo admires, ' We were now treading that il- 
InstrioDs regioD,' the word illatlrioui coatributei 
nothing to the mere narration; for the fact might 
be told without it: but it is not iberefore superflu- 
on* ; for It wakes the mind to peculiar attention, 
where somelbiog of more thanusualimportanceis 
to be presented, ' lUustrioos '.' — for what ? — and 
then the sentence proceeds to expand the circum- 
Itaoc^ connected with lona. And, sir, as to mo- 
taphorical expression, that is a great excellence in 
Kyle, when ii Is nsed with propneij;fotitpre«foa 
two ideas for one — coDveys the meaning more Inmi- 
Donslj, and generallj with a percep^on of deltghl-t 

Be found fbnlt with Bdbw^, for using the phraM 
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'io make taonej. "Don'tyoD see/'raMlie, "the 
ImgrDprlety of it f To omJie aioaef li to Mtn It i 
yoa tbimld nj get nfcuey." The phrut, however. 
Is pretty cnrrent. Bnt Johnloa vst at all times 
Jestoiu of iofrattiCDB upon the ^DUlne Engligh laa - 
goage, and prompt to repress O^lloqulal iajbaiitats- 
Mch as pledging tngeelf, for undertailng ; line, lot 
department or braneA, Hf, the civil line, the banting 
Ibie.* He wai particalarly iiidlgtiant against tlie 
slmosC univeiaal nie of the word idea \a the Eeuee of 
notion, or opinion, wheu it is clear thai Idea can only 
rigniff Bomethlng of which an Image can be foriDed 
Id the mind. We may hive an idea or Image of a 
mountain, a tree, a bailding ; but we cannot sarelf 
hare an idea ox iarnge of aaargumenl or propotUion. 
Yet we heat the sagei of Ihe taw ' deliTerlng their 
M«0» upon the qncitlon under consideratioD;' and 
the first speakers In parlianeut ' entirely coinddlng 
III the idea which hai been ablj staled by an hononr' 
able luember ;' — or, ' reprobating an idea aa uncoi>- 
■lllalional, and franght with the most dangeruns 
consequences to a great and free country.' John- 
aou called this ' modern cant.' " 

E. "The I rlrii language is not primllitie^ h Is 
Teutonic ; a miiiure of the northern tongues : it hai 
much English in it." Jorvson. " It may hare 
been radically Teutonic j bnt English and High . 
Dutch hare no simiianty to the eye, though radically 
the «ame. Once, when looking into tow Dulrii, I 
found, in a whole page, only one word similar 10 
English ; ilroem, tike ilream, and It signified tide." 

■ A chuiiUei'. ihop li now temraij mi idTertlKd td bi 
l«otieW,b«Hi"»,bBiilBUieanM™/««."— Bd. • 






tAHOVMC. 9S 

haviog aeen n Dulch Bonnet, In 

"tohtcli 1 foaud this word, reesnoplti. Nobodj woald 
Ibink HE first that thin canM^ie Engliih ;-bnt wheo 
we Inquire, we find roet, row ; aud nopit, VatAii 

When JoLnsoii was eng^ed fin the L\ia of the 
- Poela, Boswell applied to [he earl of Marchmont, to 
give him some information codCBrniog Pope. The 
Fail complied wlthgreat readinesa, but luked, "Win 
' he write the Livea of the Poeta impaTtialljr ? He 
was the first that bronghi Whig and Tory into a 
DictiODfttf. And what do yon think of hia definl,- 
lloo of tJKiiet Do yon know the hiatory of bll 
arenion to the word Iranapiref Then taking 
down the folio Dicilonury, he showed it, with iMs 
-xeifiare on ila secondary sense : " To escape from 
■ecrecy to notice ; a sense lately innovated from 
France, without iiecessiiy.'' " Tbe ttuih wai," 
laid hisiordaiiip,'" lord Boiingbroke, who Itft tbe 
Jacobites, first used it ; therefore it was to be con- 
demned. He shonld'bare shown what word would 
do 6>r it, if it waa nnnecessary." Boswell afterward* 
pnt the qnestiou Co Johnson. " Why, air^" said he, 
" gtl abroad." Boswell. ".Hat, sir, Is using two 
words.'' Johnson. " Sir, there ia no end of this. 
Yon may an well insist to have a word for old age." 
BojWELL. " Well, air, SfHectat." Johnson. " Nay, 
air, to Insist alwaya that there should be one word 
' to express a thing in Kugllah, becanse there ia one 
ip atiolher language, ia lo change the iangnage." 

Dr. Johnson seemed to take a pleasure in speak- 
ing in his own style ; for when he had carelessly 
missed it, he would repeat the tlionght translated 
4tito it. Talking of the comedy of the Rehearsal, be 
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ua, " It liu not nit enongb to keep it Iffiet.'' 
ThiiwaBeuy; — be therefore caught hinuelf, and 
proDonDced ■ more roaad Eeuteace — " It has not 
vitalit; enongK to preaeirf; it from pntre&ctioD." 

Boswell,talkiDgortraiisla(ioii, said, he could not 
define it, nor could he think of a BimUJtnde to ilhiB- 
traie U ; but ihai it appeared to him, the traosl»- 
tioB of poetry could be only imitation. Johnson. 
" Von maj traiBlate booke of ecicDCe exactly. Yoa 
may also tranaltite hietory, in so far as it ia not em* 
beUiabed ntth oratory, which is poetical. Poetry, 
indeed, cannot be translated ; and, therefore,U is the 
poets that preeerre langnagea ; for we nould not b«' 
at the trouble to learn a langnage, if we coold have 
all that is written in it Just as well in a traulaUon : 
but, as the beautica of poetry cannot be preeerred in 
any taugnage except that in which it was originally 
written, we learn the latigaage." 

Johnson told, in hJB lively manner, the fblloning 
literary anecdote : " Greeu and Guthrie, an Iiiib; 
man and a Scotchman, undcTtooli a translation of 
Duhatdc's History of China., Green saidof Guthrt^ 
that he knew no EpglLth; and Guthrie of Green, 
that he buew no French ; and tbeae two UDdertook 
. to translate Duhalde's History of China. In this 
translation there was fonod, — ' ihc twenty.aixth 
day of the new moon.' Now, as the whole age of 
the moon is but twenty-eight days, the moon, in- 
stead of being new, was nearly as old as it conld be- 
The blunder arose from their mistaking the word 
itatviime, ninth, for mmptU*, or ntuve, new." 

Mr. Wilkea described oratory, as accompanieil 
with all the charms of poetical eipresaion, JoilH- 
SOH. " No, ^ ; oratory ia the power of heating down 






joUr' adrerfarr*« argaments, and putting belter In 
their place," Wilkes. " But this does not more 
Uw pasitous.'' Johnson. " He must be a weak 
man, wlio islobe so moTed." Wjliies. (naming a 
telebrated orator) " Amidst all the brilliancy of 
• • • ■■5 iniagiiiMlon, and the eiuberance of hil 
wit, there Is a strange want ol latle. It was ob- 
Berved of Apelles's Veuns, that her flesh seemed ai 
if «he had been nourished- by roses r his oratorj 
wouhl sometimes mabe one suspect that he eats po- 
tatoes, and drinks whisky."' 

Johnson and Boswell were conrerring nfpublie 
speaking. Johnson. " We must not estimate a 
miui's powers by his being able or uoc able 10 deliver 
his sentiments in pnbllc. Issiac Hawkins Browne, 
one of the drst wita of this couutiy, got into parlia- 
ment, and never opened his mouth. For my own 
part, 1 think it is more diagrnceful never to try to 
Bpeak, than to try ii, and fail; as it is more dis> 
graceful not (o fight, tlian to fight, and be beaten.'' 
This argument appeared 10 Boswell fallacions ; for if 
a man has not spoken, it may be said, that be nnuld 
'ba'/e done verj well if he had tried ; whereas, if he 
has tried and f^lcd, there Is nothing to be said fiw 
him : he therefore asked, " Why then is it thought 
disgraceful for a man not to fight, and not dlsgrace- 
fbl not to speak in public t" Johnson. " Because 
there may be other reasons for amau's not speaking 
fo pabllc, than want of resolution ; he may hare 
nothing to say (langhing) ; whereas, sir, you know 
courage is reckoned the greatest of all lirtnea; be* 
ettnse, unless a man lias that virtue, he bas no Been* 
rity for preserring anj' other." 
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At Mr. Thrale'9, oDe eTeniDs, be repetiied h'la 
osubI purodoxical declamaiion against action in piib< 
lie upeaklng, " Actidu can hare no effect upon rea* 
wnable uiipili. It msj angiaeiit ntuse, but it neter 
can ciifarce arguoienl. . If joa speak to d dog, yon 
ose uclinu j jron holtl up yaar hand thus, becaase he 
Is a brnte; oud, in proportion as men are remoTcd 
froiD brnies, action will hart the less iuflupDce opon 
Iheni.'' MEts. Thkale. " What thcii, sir, becomca 
of De most he Qes'n saying-.-' Ac liou, action, action i'" 
joHNeON. " Demosthenea, madam, spoke to anai- 
l^bl;' (ifbt^tee; la a barbHrooa people." 



No. XII. 

POLITICS. 

BoswEiL baving accompanied Johnaon on a visit to 
Oxford, tells de, amonj; other things," In au even- 
ing ere frequently look long walks from Oxford into 
the country, returning lo snpper. Once, in onr way 
borne, we vieired the rains of the abbeys of Osenej 
and Rewley, near Osford. After at least half an 
boor's silence, Johnson said, ' 1 viewed thrm with 
lucligQation 1' We bad Chen a long couTersation on 
Gothic boildlDgS ; and in talking of the form of old 
ballf, he said,' In these halU, the lire-placc was an- 
dcntiy always in tbe middle of the room, till the 
Wbigl removed it on one aide.' " — An nnqneslioa- 
qb:e improTemtnt i though Jabnson was so desperate 
'tyoUt that it seems be would rather hare been 
Mtoibered witb smoke, aAw tbe naiiner of oar fore- 
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nulEn, tbaD owe nnj obligaiisM to thoic of oppo- 
site political principles. 

Been this zealous ffiend of his admits "His lotro* 
duciDg his own opInioM, and ereo prejudices, under 
gEaeraldeflnilioiis of words, while, at ihe same lime, 
the orl)[iual meaolng uf Ihe wordH is not explained ; 
as his Tory, fFhig, Petubnt, Oatt, Bxc'm, and ft 
few more, caanot be fully defended, and ijiiist be 
placed to ihe account of capriclotiB nod hfmorons 
indulgence, liking to me npon Ibis subject when 
wa were ai Ashboarue In 1777, he mentioned a still 
ilron^r intlance of Ihe predominance of his private . 
fiwiinga in the composition of this work, than any 
DOW to be (band in it. ' Yoahnow, sir, iord Gower 
(brsooli the old Jueobile interest. When I cane In 
tlie word A«fMfiii/Q, after telling iliat it meant" oiie 
who deserU lo Ihe enemy, a reroller," I added, 
"Samttxmt* ae tag a Gower." Thns it went lo Ihe 
press ; but the piiuter had more wit than I, and 

On another occasion, this gentleman obsetrn, 
" The London Cbropicle, which was Ihe only newl< 
paper he constantly look In, being btonght, the office 
of reading it aloud was assigned lo me. I was dl- 
verleil by hia impalience. He made me pass over so 
many parts, that my task was very easy. He ivonW 
not snSerone of the pelillons to the king about Ihe 
Middlesex election to be read." 

" To snch a degree of unrestrained franbnen:,'* 
saysBoawell, "had he now Hci^ustomed me, that, in 
the coarse of this evening, I talked of the unmerous 
reQections which had beea throwD out gainst Mm 
ou account oyiis having a pension from his present 
majeslf. * Wliy, At, laid he, with a hearty laugh, 
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1[ It a mighty foolish uoise that they make.* 1 have 

accepted of a peusion us u reward, which has been 
IhODght due to vay licerar)' merit ; and now that I 
bsTC this pension, I am the tame man in evtry re* 
spect that I have ever t>eeD ; I retain the lame prin- 
ciples. It is true, that I eaanofhow curse (Bmiliog) 
the bouse of Hanover; iiorwoulrf it be decent of 
me to drinit king James's health in the wine that 
king George gires me monej to paji for : but, air, ] 
tbinii that the pleasure ofcursing the house ofHao- 
orer, and driiiiiiaj! king James's health, are amptjr 
overbalanced by thiee hundred pounds a year.' 

"There WBShere, most certainly, an affectation of 
more Jacoliilism thaD~hc really had ^ and iD[teed,an 
Intention of aduiilting for the Dioment, in a macb 
greater extent tban it really ciisled, the chaise of 
disaffection imputed to him by the world, merely 
for the purpose of showioK how dexterously he conid 
repel an attack, ereo though he were placed in the 
most disadvaolageons position ; for [ bare heard 
him declare, that if holding np kis right hand would 
hare secured victory at Cnlloden lo prince Chnrlea's 
army, he was not sure be would have held it up ; so 
little conlidence had he in the right claimed by ibe 
house of Stuart, and so fearful was he'of (he const- 
qnences of another rerolntion on the tbrone of 
Qreat Britain ; and Mr. Tophaui Beauclerk assured 
me, be had heard bim say this before he had big 
pension. At uiother time, be s^ to Mr. Iiangton, 

* "Whoi ImoitloiiedliiBMnifitfUediLniour tahlniKTe- 
ni T«n •furntdi, be i^d, wttli i imLle, • I wlih aj pa- 
liOB were (Hloe u lu^, thMthermlgtit mak«twl«Hiii«ii 
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' Nothing hag erer oRercd, that hu made It worth 
my while to consider the question fnllf.' He, how- 

eier, alxiwldiolbesamegetiilemaii, taJkingoflili^ 
James the Second, ' It was become impossible for 
lilm tu reign sny longer in this counlry.' He, M> 
doubt, had au early attachment to the botue of 
Stuart; but his zeal bad cooled as his reason strength- 
ened. Indeed, I beard bim once say, ' that after 
the death of a violent Whig, with whom be used' 
to coutead with great eagerness, he felt his Toryism 
mnch abated.' I uppose, he meant Mr. Walmsley. 
" Vet, there i« no doubt, that at earlier periods, 
be was wont often lo exercise both his pleasantry 
and iDgenaity in talking JacobilUm. My mnch re- 
spected friend. Dr. Douglu, nnn bishop of Salis- 
bnry, has faronred me with the followluK admi- 
rable Instance, frani bis lordship's own recollectioq. 
One day, when dining at old Mr. Langton's, where 
Miss Roberts, his niece, was one of the company — 
Johuoii, with his usual complacent attention to the 
fUr sex, took her by the hand, and said, ■ My dear, 
I h(^ you are a Jacobite.' Old Mr. Laii|;lon, who, 
tbongh a high and steady Tory, was aliacheri to the 
present royal family, seemed offended, and asked 
JobnsoD, with great warmth, wb!|t he could mean 
by putting snch a question to his niece? * Why, sir,' 
•aid Johnson, t meant no liSt^nce to yonr niece; I 
meaut her a great compliinent. A Jacobite, sir, be- 
lieves in the divine right of kings. He that believei 
a the divine right of kings believes in a dlriaitf. 
A Jacobite believes io the divine right' of bishops. 
He that believes in the divine right of bishops, 
betleres In the dlvijie authority of the Christian 
nUgkm : (b«refare, sir, a Jacgldte Is ndibei u 
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ubeUtDor adeist. ThatcanMtbeialdof aWblg; 
br IfAiggiim u a aegalion 0/ sli principle.'' 

"nej [alked of his two priodpikl pamiiliLeta, The 
F>Ik Alarm, aad 'llinugbM couceniing Fnlkbuid't 
l^auris. J0BN8ON. " Wtll, lir, which of them did 
foa Ihiuk ihe best?" Boswell. " I ILked Ibe ee- 
cpud be«l." Johnson. " Why, elr, I liked Ihe first 
bnt ; and Bnutie iiked (he flrsi best. Sir, there is 
a lubllety of dbqnisltiDD In Ibe first tb>t Is yiarttt 
bU tbK fireof the svcoiid." Bodwbll. " Pray, lir, 
is it true (bat lord North pud yon a visit, aai tbal 
yon got tiro hundred a year in Hddltlon 10 yotir pen- 
sioD ?" Johnson. " No, air : except what I had 
from the bonkadler, I did not get a farthing by 
tbem : aud, between yon and me, 1 belirie lord 
Nor()i U no friend (o me," Bosvell. " How to, 
sir?" JojiNsON, " Why, bir, you cuunol aceonnt 
for Ihe faiidci of men." 

That Taxation no Tyranny was wrilten at the 
desire of thoic who were tlidn in power, (here can 
be no doubt ; and, indeed, he owned to Bosivdt, 
that It }iad been rerised and cnr(ailed by some of 
them. Me told him, that tbt7 had struck out one 
pas8.-ige, which wai to this eSect 1 " That ibe co- 
lonUls could with no solidity argne, from their not 
baring been taxed while in their infancy, that they 
should not now be (axed. We do not put a calf tnlo 
tbe plough j we wait till be is an qx." Hc«ud,*' [Iwt 
' strack it out either critically, as loo ludicrous, or po. 
lilically, as lou eXHisperaling ; I care nol-whhrh. It 
\nt tbeir bnsioess. If aa architect says, t will boUd 
five siories, and the man nho employs liiin say*, 1 
will haie only diree — the employer is to decide." 
" Yes, lir," said Bosw«ll, " io'ordinaiY canes i but 
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thouM it be Mwhtn the aicfaUecC givei hia ikill aod 
labour grati* f 

Of thiB pamphlet, lie lald, " I think 1 have not 
been atlncked enough for it. Alttick Is the re-ac- 
tion : I neterthink I hare hit hard untcMit rcbooiids." 
BoswELL. " I duD't know sir what you wonld be at. 
Five or >ix shots of ■ni*il arms in every newspaper, 
and repealed canminading In pamphlets, mtj^hi, I 
think, satisfy you. BnC, sir, you'll never make out 
(his match, of which we have talked, with a certain 
peliticai ladyrBioee you are so severe against her 
pripd|ries." JoHN:iON. " Nay, sir, I have the better 
chance for that. She is like (he Amazons of old ; 
■be iflast be conrted by the Bwortl. Bat I have not 
been severe npon her." Bobwell. " Ve's, sir, ywi 
have made her ridicnloDB." Johnsoh. " That wa« 
already done, sir. To eudeafonr to make htr rldi- 
cnlons, is like blacking the chimney.'' ^ 

He talked with a rongb cootempl of popular ll> 
berty. " They make a runt about nnrowio/ liberty, 
wllhont consideriuE, that all that is to be valued, or 
Indeed can be enjoyed by ludividnals, is private ' 
liberty. Political lilierty is flood only bo far as It 
produces private liberty. Now, sir, thei-e is tlie 
liberty of llie preia, which yon know is a coostanl 
topic Snpposeyuu and I, and two hundred more, 
*pere restrained from-printing our thoughts : what 
then ? What proportion vrould llinl reslreiut upon 
us bear to the private liapploess of the nation." 

■This mode of repreaeuiing the inconveniences of 
reitraiut a* light and inxigni Scant, was a kind of so- 
phiwry, in wliii'b be delighted to indolge hluiBelf, 
in opposition to the extreme laxity, for which it ha» 
been fashionable for too many to argue; when it U 
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trident, upon reflectim, that th« nrr «wdm (rf 
goTernment ia restraint ; and ceruiq it ia, tbaC as 

goirrnineat produces rational happloeu, tooinach 
Tentraint ia belter than too Utile. Bat when reatniM' 
Is unnecessary, and so close a> to giU those who are 
(object u> it. the [leople may and ought to remon- 
niaie ; and, if relief is not itrauteil, to resist. Of 
this mauly and spirited principle, no man was more 
convinced thwi Johnson himself. 

He would not admit the importance of the qocs- 
tion concerning the legality of getieral warranta. 
*' Such B paner," he said, " oinse be vested in every 
govern meut, toaniwer pai-tkalar c^scsof n«cc«sityg 
and there can be do Just cause of complaint, Imt 
when it is abused, for which those who admioiatei 
' goTeriiuieut luu^t be answerable. It is a matter at 
mucli indiSerencei a matter about which the people 
care so very little, that were a man to be sent over 
Brilaiu to offer Ibent an exemption from it at a half- 
penny a piece, very few would purchase it." Bo»> 
we)l adds, " This was aspecimen of (hat laxity of 
talking, which I had heard hini fairly acltoowledge i 
for surely, while the power of granting general war. 
ranis wan supposed to be legal, and the apprehensloD 
of ihem hung over our heads, we did not possess that 
security of freedom, congenial to our happy coasUi. 
tution, and which, by the intrepid exertions of Mn 
Willies, has l>eeD happily established." 

Speaking of the rational debt, he said, " It is u 
idle dream to snppoee that the country can stnlt 
tinder it. Vet the public creditors be ever so cluno< 
rons, the iuterest of millions most always prev^r 
over thai of thousands." 

Boswell mentioned the motion which had been 
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nade in Ih* hmiM! of camtDOn*, to aboltih the Ant 
of the 30th of Jatmary, " Why, air, 1 coald haw 
wUbed that It had brtn a Icmporarr act, perhape, 
to hare npired with the ceninrT. I am igalMt 
f^liahlng it, became that woatd be rieclaHng it 
WTOBg 10 eatabliah it ; bat I thotild have no ol^ce- 
tion la make au act, coDiiaaiag It tot anotber cea- 
lary, bdiI then lettiag it expire." 

On nnoibcr owasiou, Boswell told him, that Mm. 
Macanley said, she nonilered how he conlil reconcile 
Mb political principle* with his moral ; his noliona 
of ineqnaiily and subonti nation nith wishing walL 
to the happineas of all mankind, who might live 
*o agreeably, had they all their portions ofland, and 
none to domineer over another.' JoiiNSOM. "Why 
air, I reconcile my prinrlples very well, l>eCaaie 
Bianliind are happier in a slate of ineqnaliijaad tab. 
ordination. Were they to be In thii preily state of 
eqaalily, they wonld soon degenerate into bmle»| 
they wonld become Monboddo'i nation ;— Ibdr tails ~ 
would grow. Sir, an wonld be losers, were tn 
to ivork for allt — they wonld hare no ialcHeetDfll 
hnprorement. All intellectnal improivBKnt aritea 
tn»a leisnre: all leisure arises from oneworkiBf 
for another.'' 

An eminent public character being menlioiwd-^ 
'JottNtOH. " I remember being present, when he 
shoircd himsel fto be so corrupted, or at leaat some- 
tblng so different from what I think right, as to 
maintain, that a member of parliament ahoald go 
•long with hix party, right or wrong. Notv, sir, this 
-Is *o remote from native rirtue-.-from achelaiilc w\t- 
tne — that a good man mast hare nndrrgone grtat 
ehattge, befbre be can reconcile hintlelf t«>-»ncfc'« 
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ihictctDe: It is miiiiUiDiiig, that f on miy lie to th* 
^blic ; for yoR lie, when joa ull tbal right wfairil 
fon think wiuDgfOrihererene. AfiieudafoDn.wha 
b too much anechoof thstgeatleiuaD,ob^rvcd, ibal 
a man who'does DOt.iticlc Dniformly tu a party, !• 
only woitiog to be boagbt. Why tbeu, sud I, he 
Uonly wuimgt.ibewh'ftiihat gentUiuanU already.*' 

Of a pereoti wbo differed from bim io politics, be 
Mid, "Id private life he i»avei;hoiie«t geullemaii; 
but 1 will Dot allow bim to be ao In poblic lljr. 
People <m|r be boBMt, ihpngb cbey are doing wroDg: 
Ibat is between (heir Maker and tbem : but lee, 
wfaoaremffniDgby tbeirpeniidon»ciwduci,«re to 
dMtroy them. We are eaie that ■ • ■ ■ acts fioin 
interetc. We linow what bis geauiue principle) were. 
Tbey who allow tbeir passions (o confonnd the di- 
atlncllMis between right and wrong, are criming, 
"nwy rnny be convintsd ; but Ihey bave not come 
JKneatly by tbeir conviciion." 

It baring been mentioned that a certain femalepo* 
Ulicalwriter.wboK doctrine) he disliked, bad of lue 
become very fond of dress, sat hours together at ber 
toilet, and even put on rouge — Johnson. " She is 
belter employed at ber toilet tlian nsing her pen. 
It is better she ebouid be reddening her own cheeks, 
Jhan blackening other people's charactera." 

Johnson arralgoed the modem politics of tbi« 
ooaalt]', as entirelj devoid of all principle of whal- 
erei: kind. " PoUtics," said he, " are now nothing 
more than means of rising in the world. With Ibl) 
wle view do men engage in politics, and tbeir whole 
GOndact proceed* upon it. How diSereut in that 
n^wct i» the state of the nation now from what it 
T9S in the tine of Charles the Fint, ilnriog the 






UnrpBIIon, aud after thcReitoratinJ, til the time iff 
CharleB the Second. Hudibrai affurd> a elning 
proof, how much hold politics) priDciplei hail then 
upon the Diiodi of men. There \» iii Hudibrai » 
great deal oT baUlan, which will nlwap )att : bat, 
to be Eure, the brighteit ttrokei of hia irlt owed 
their force to the impression of the characlerB wfaidi 
was apoD men's minds u the time ; lo their koow- 
ing them at (able aud in tbe ntreet ; in iborC, beiot 
^miliar wilh Ehcni i and, above al), to hit satire 
beioi; dirfcted a)»ltiet those whom n little while be- 
fore thef had bated and^eared. The nation in gene- 
ral has erer been loyal ; has been at all times attack- 
ed to the monarch, thongh a few daring rebel* luree 
beefl woDderfiilly powerful for a time. The mnrder 
of Charles the fli-st was trndoDbtedlr doi commitl«d 
with the approbation or cousenl of the people. Had 
that hcen the case, parllampnt would uut hare 
Fentnred to consign the regicides to their deserved 
panistiment ; and we know what csoberance of Joy 
there wan when Gharlea the Second was restored. - 
If Charles the Second had bent all his mind to it— 
iMd made it hia sole object — he miKht hare been u 
absolute as Ijonis the Fourteenth.'' A genlleman 
obserred, he would hare done no liarm if he had. 
Johnson.." Why, sir, absolate |)rinces seldom do 
any barm i but they who are governed by them are 
foverned by chance. There Is no secnrity for good 
gofemmenl." C^hbbidcr. " Tliere have been 
many sad viethns to absolute gaverpmenl." JoHK- 
■OH. " So, sir, have there been to popular fac- 

Boswell cousnlting him upon a cause, Patertm 
a»l Qthert against Alexander aitd atiert, which bud 

r,,..- Go6gk 
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bran drdilcd b^ > caitiog rote in the court of ■»• 

■ion, dtlcrniluiii^, thM the corpcrallou ofSlirlinf 
was corrupt, nud letting asidr tlie EiwtioD of aomt 
of their olBcen ;bccMiu it was pron:<I, that three of 
the leading men, who inflnenced the niajurity, had 
entered into an imjnilifiable compact, of which, 
howcTer, the majarltj were ignorant ; he dictated 
to Mm, after a lillle cotialderatiun, the fbllowitig 
Mntencei npon the tnbjecl ■. 

" There is a diffcreuce between is^arilj tuid ta* 
periorityj majority is applied to imniber, mid snpe- 
riorll; topoirer; and power, likemanyotherthinp, 
Ii to be eitimaled, mm numeroied ptitdert, Nov, 
Ihongh Ilie greater mrmber it not cotrapt, Ibc 
greater iceighl is cotmpt, ho that corrnptloo prrdo> 
utinates iu the borongli, talien collectiveig, thongh, 
perhapl, laiten numericallj/, the greater part maybe 
nneormpt. That borough, whldi Is so consilisied 
w (0 net corruptly, is iii the eye of reason corrupt, 
whether it be by the unroDlrollable power of a few, 
or by an acciJeutal piacliy of Ibe luultltnde. Hm 
objection, Iu which h urged the injnstice of inaklot 
tbe iDDOceut infler wtih the gailty, is au objecil^ 
nu only against society, but against the possibility 
of society. All lodeties, great and small, sobsint 
upon thia condition ; that aa the indiiidnais derive 
Bdiantlges from onion, they may likewise snS^ iu- 
conveuiencei ; that as those wlio do notbitiK, and 
aomellmcs thoiie who do lit, wilt hate the bonoar* 
bd6 euialDmenis or^enerul Tinne ani) general prot- 
perlty ; so tboie likewiie who do nothing, or perbap* 
do well, ninal bi; involved iu the consequences of 
predoniinaut corrupiloo." The declniouwu af- 
Smed In the honx of lord*. - 
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. He observed of lord Bale, " It wm laid oT An- 

guKtus, thai it would liave breu bfiicr for Koine 
that be had nerei beea bom, or had uevrr diedi 
Eo, it wouJd have been beil«r for thU oalioa if 
lord Bute had sever been iuitiis(«r, or had nerer 
resigucd." 

Ue Mid, " Wal|M>le vai a mliiialer given by the 
king lo llie people : PiU ua-i a mitileter gireo by the 
people to the liiug — a* an adjuuct." 

Havjug meiiiioned hi« friend, the lecoiid lord 
SoDtbwell, be laid, " Lord Souihwtllwas the Uigh- 
Mt-bted inan wiihoDt iuBulence, that I ever was in ^, ' 
compaiij' with ; [lie most qualified I ever saw. Lord ^^ 
Orrery was not illp iiilied ; lord CliesterSeld was, bol 
lie was insolent. Lord •<•••< is a man of eoaise 
niannerB, bol a man of abililies and informalioB. 
I don't say he is a man 1 wunid let at tbe head of 
a Datinc, thoDgh perhaps he may be as good as the 

lo be at the head of a club ; — I don't say ourelub ; 
—for there's no snch club.'' BosWelI. " Bol, 
sir, was he not once a factions man >" Johnson. 
" O, yes, sir, as faclinos a fdlow as conld be found i 
one who tvas fur sinking db all into I he mob." Bos- 
well. " How then, sir, did be get into favour with 
the king i" Johnson. " Because, lir, I sajiposr, 
be promi.sed the' king to do whatever the king 
pleased." 

When tbe cotn-laws were in agitation in Ireland, 
by tvhicb that cnnnlr^' has been cnabltd not only to 
feed itself, hot to eiporl corn to a lai^e amount, 
tir Tliomas Robinson observed, that ihoM laws 
iiugbl be prejudicial lo tbe corn trade of England. 






' from ferding ihemaeltea, if bjr anj bonest meaiM 
they call do it }" 

BoswELL. " Praj, Mr. DIII7, bow does Dr. Le> 
land's Hiaturf of Ireland aell ?" Johnson, (bnm- 
ing forth wilb a gciirroa!i indignation,) '< The Irish 
are in a moat aunrilural stat« ; for we lee there the 
miuoriiy preruiliug orer the majaHty. There. is no 
Instance, tvcn inthetim per)iecutioii9,of such sere- 
rlly as that which (he PruteBtants of Ireland hare 
eiercii^d a^taiust the Catholics. Did we tell them 
we have conquered ihcm, it would be abore hoard t 
to panUh them hy confiscation and other peualties, 
u rebeli, was monatroaa injnslice. Kin^ Wlliam 
was not their lawful aDTerei);[i ; iie had not been 
•cknowled^ed by the patliamenl of Ireland, when 
tbey apiieared in urma against him." 

He said, " The duration of parliament, whether 
for sewn years or the life of the king, appears to 
aie 90 imuiateriat, that I would not gice a half crown 
to turn th^Ecale one way or the other. The hiUieat 
eorpia iathe single advaotage which onr government 
has over that of other connlries." 

He obxerved, that " The statutes against bribery 
were intended to prevent upstarta with money from 
getting into parliament ;" adding, that " if he were 
a geuileoian of lauded property, he wonhl turn ont 
all his tenants who did not vote for (he candidate 
wbom he Eupporicd.'' Lanoton. " Would it oot, 
sir, bectiecking the freedom of election ? " Joan- 
EON. ^' Sir, the law does not mean that the prid. 
lege of Toting sbonid be independent of old h- 



mil; iDlerest; o( tiie permaneut pruperty of tbo 
cooirtr)f."» 

The fpUowiDg coQversatiuD took place betweeu a 
coupaiif of emipeot inea, of wbicb Johasoo vat 

E. " We bear prodlgioni complaiuls at presenl of 
imigratioD. 1 am coDr'mced that emJ^ii'Htioti makea 
ftcooDlrr more popnloDS." J. " Thai Bounds very 
nach like a paiadoz/' E. " Eiponatiuii of men, 
like exportBiiOD of all other commodiiles, makes 
more he produced." Johnson. " But tliete would 
be more people were there not emii^ation, provided 
tbere were food for more." E. " No ; leave a few 
breeders, aad you'll hare more people timn if there 
were nocmi^raliou." Johnson. " Nay, sit, it ie plain 
there will be more people if there are more breed 
erg. Thirty cows in good pasture will produce more 
calvee than teo cows, provided they hare good balls." 
£. "lliere are bolls euongh in Iceland." Joh.vson. 
(smlliog.) " So, sir, I should think, from your argu- 
Bieat." BoswBLL, " You a^d, eipurtutiuu of men, 
like eiportatioti of olber cummodities, makes more 
be produced : bat a houuiy is given to encour^ 
tbe eiportaliou of com, and no traoaly is giveu for 
the exportation of men ; thoagli, indeed, those who 
' go gaiu by it." R. " But the bounty ua ilie ezporta> 
lion of core is paid at home." E. " That's the same 
thing." Johnson. " No, sir." R. " A man who ' 
■lays at home, g^us aothiug by bis neighbour's etui- 
grating." BoswELL. " I can nuderatand that emi- 
gration may he the cimae that more people may be 

• Ai«ulynioil>of<nHUitii>UlBg(iurMl<i«i&amal*«» 
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prodnced in a coantry; bnt ihe coanlry will DM 
therefore be tlit more impiiloue ; for ibe peniile !•■ 
ine from it : it c»a aoij be wii], ibat there ia a 
flow o( people. It is aa eiiconrdgemeitt to bare 
chtldreii, to know thftt ibry can get a living bj' eail- 
gratlon." R. " Ye«, if there were an euii^ralSoa 
of children umler six years of age : but they don't 
emigraiE till they conld earn ibeir lireliluxKl inmiDc 
way at home." C " It in remarksblp, that the 
moit UBheallh]! conntries, wliere there urc the moit 
deftmctiie di>ea>ed, such as E^jpt and BeUKal, an* 
ibe most populous." Johhsos. " Couutries which 
aze the most pupulons bare tbc most destructive dia- 
euea. Tk«l Is the inie state of the propositiou." 
C " HollaDriisTerjtiDbeallhy.yelit isexeeedingly 
popnloaa.'' Jobnsow. " 1 know not that HoUaiHl 
' icanhealthy; bat lis popelou»uess is owing to an 
Inllax of pHiple frotn all other coulilries. Disease 
cannot be the cause of popniousness; for it not wily 
carries OS's great prnportlnii of the peopie, )nlt those 
who ate left are weakened, and unfit for the pnr- 
poseaotiocreale," 

Johnson's notion of Ihednly of a memiwr of par- 
liament, sitting up<iii an election -com mil tee, wyi 
very high ; and when he waa told of a geutlemani 
nponooe of those com mi ttees,wlio read ihe uempa- 
pera part of the dme, and slept ihii rest, while the 
meiiU of a lote were examined by the connsel ; and 
aiVD excuse, when challenged by the eh airman for 
such iKharlonr, bluntly uiaweted, " I had made up 
iny mind upon that case ;" — Johnson, with an to- 
Ajnant cnateaipl, said, " If he was SDch a rojtne a*, 
to.mske np his mlDd upon a case without hearing It, 
be sbould not bare been sacb a fool as to tell it;" 
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"I tbink," saitl Mr. Dudley Long, uow North, " tbe 
doctor biu preily plttioly niiide hiui onl Iq be botb 
ta^oe Bud foul.'' 

B."Mr. £. I don't ELcan ioflaie«r( bnlwhenpo*^ 
teiit; reudt one of your apeecbea in iiarlumeDt, It 
)riU be difficoli to believe tliat you took so mncb 
pains, knowidg wtih certutiiy, that >t could pio- 
dnce no effect — that not one rate would be gained bf 
It." E. " Waving your compliment lo me, I shall 
- Uf, in general, that il la rery well wor{h while for a 
man to lake pains to speak well in parliament. A 
man, who baa vanity, speaks to display faia talents ( 
and, If a man «peaks well, he gradually establishes 
a certain reputalino apd ciinBequence ia the geuetal 
opbkin, which sooiii^r or later will have its political 
reward. Besides, lliouith not one tdIc ia gained, a 
good speech has ila effect. Tbou^ih an act which 
baa been ably apposed passea into a law, yet in its 
progress it h modelled, it is aofieaeii in sncb a man- 
lier, that we sea pl^uly tbe luiuister has been told, 
that the luembers attached lo him are so sensible ot 
Its injustice or absurdity, from what Ihey have heard, 
that ic must be altered." Johnson. " Aitd, air, 
there is a gralificalion of pride. Though we am- 
tntODt-Toie them, we will out argue them, ^lej 
thall not do wrong, without its being ahowu both to 
tbemaelies and i<i the world." E. "Tbeliouae irf 
commotM il a mixrd body. (I except the oilaority, 
which I bold to be pure [imilingj; but 1 lake the 
wbole house.) It is a mass by uo means pure ; bnt 
Dither ia it wholly corrupt, though there is a large 
proportion of cormplion in It. There are many 
members who generally go with tbe miuister, who 
will bot go ail leugtbs. There are manyhoBesI, 



Gooslc 



well-meBBlnf;connlry^Dt1eTiiFii,whoareinparllM 
ment ouly to kecpnplheconseqneiicenflheirfkmi- 
Ues. Upon moil of Ihtge a good sperch will tiBTC 
JoHNioN. " We ate all more or leiE 
d by iDlerest : bii[ intercut will not make 
uroo every tlilug. In acase whirhadiiiili ofdonbt, 
we try to tbhik on Hie side which is for onr in- 
terest, and i^acrally bring onnelTL-s (o act acrord- 
isgly : but the aubjccl must admit of diveniiy of 
colouring; It moH recdve a colour on tbat side, 
lu the house orcoDimonii Uiere are members enougti 
who will iiol vote what ia grossly nnjnst or absord. 
No, sir, there mnit alwayx he right eiioUKh, or sp' 
pearauce of right, to keep wrong in countenance." 
BaswELL. " There ia sorely always > majoriiy In 
pvliaoient who have places, or who want to haTC 
tbem, and who therefore will be geuerally ready to 
■npporC government wiihoat i-eqniring any pretext." 
E. " True, sir; that majoriiy will always follow 

BosWELL. " Well, uow, let db Uke the eommon 
phiase. Place- bnnters. I thouKht they had honied 
without regard to any thing, just as tbeir hnnlt- 
man, the minister, leads, lookinx only to I he prey."* 
J. " But, taking your metaphor, you know tliat in 
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bpnling ibere sre few so dc«pera(elf.keeiia>tofid< 
low wiilioul reserve. Some do not clioose to leap 
dilcbea aud bulges, aud ritk Iheir uerks, or gullop 
over stt^eps, or erru lo diny ihemselres in bogs aod 
iDlre.'' BoswBLL. " I am glad there are some good, 
quiet, moderate, political hunters." E. " I tielien 
in ttay lodjr of lueo iu EuglHud [ should have beeu 
JD the mluority ; Ibave always been in the miuoritj." 
P."TlieboueeDfconimoni resembles a private com- 
|>auy. How aeldoiD Is any mau conxinced by an- 
other's ar^ment < passion aud pride rise agaiust it." 
R. " What would be the cousequeuce, if a uiiuister, 
sure of a iDHJoilty in the house of couiuions, should 
resolve that there should he do speaking at all upon 
bis sldei" E. " He tnuKI soon go out. Thai has 
been tried, but it was fuund it would not do." 

Hussia beiug meuiioued aa likely to liecome a 
great empire, by the rapid increase of population : 
JoHNsotr. " Why, sir, I see no prospect of their 
propagating more. Hieycan have uu mure children 
than Ibcy can get. I know of no way to make Ihem 
breed more than they do. It is not from itason and 
pmdeDce lliat people marry, but from incliuation. 
A man ii poort he thluks, ' I cannot be worse, and 
M l!ll ev'n lake Peggy.'" Boswell. '\ But liBTe 
not nations been niure populoDS at one period tbU) 
another ?" Johnson. " Yen, sir ; but that has 
been owing to the people beioK lesn thinned at one 
period than another, whether hy enii)(rBtioDt, war, 
or pestlleuee ; not by their beinu more or less pro- 
lific. Birlbs at all limes bear the same proportion 
to the same number of people." Bofvfell. " Bnt, 
to. consider the state of our own country ; — docs nol 
throwing a number o( farms iulo one baud, bnrt 
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papahittsii? JoHMMN. "WhTno, lir; the Mine 
qniutlly of food bciuj; produced, will be cODsamed 
by the lame aamber of moaths, though the people 
BBj be dupogrd of iu diOerent witya. We fetflf 
eon be dwr, and buichers' meat cbeap, th« fanneri 
will tppljr theniielTet to the raisiug of coru, lilt it 
bccomrs pkniifnl kud chea)j; and theu bulclietH' 
meat becomes dear : so that aa equality ii alwayi 
preferred. No, lir, let fanciful meo do a* the]r 
will : depend ii{>on it, it is difflcnlt Co disturb the 
tyBtem of liA:." Boswell. " Bat, sir, ia il not & 
Kry bad [hint; for landlords 10 OppreM their lenantt 
bj raifiiug their reuts?" Jounson. "Very bad; 
bnl, air, it never can hare any general influence ; It 
may distresi some individuals. For, consider tbl* : 
landlords cannot do wiiliont tenants. Now, tenants 
)riU Bol fiive more for land than land is worth. If 
they can make more of their money by keeping a 
■bop, or any other way, they'll do it, and bo oblige 
landlords to let land cume back to a reasonable rent, 
IB order that they may get lenant). Laud, in Eng- 
iaud, la an article of commerce. A tenant, who 
payi his landlord his rent, tliiaks himself no more 
obliged to hiiu, than yon think yon rtelf obliged to a 
man, in whose shop you buy a pieceof goods. He 
knows the landlord does not let him liare his land 
for lo&H than he can get from others, iu the same 
manner as the shopkeeper aells his goods. No shop- 
keeper sells a yard of ribband for six-pence, when 
wen-pence Is the cnrreut price.*' BosweLl. 
" But, sir. Is it not better that tenants should be 
dependent ou landlords t" Johnson. " Why, sir, 
as there are many more tenants thau landlord), 
perhapii, itricUy speaking, vre iboold wish BOt. 
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Bnt, if yon pleaat, yoa tauj let roar landi, twd m 
get the value, part ia mottey, and pnrt in bonUfc, I 
thould agree with yciii in that. Boswrll. " So, 
Iir, you laagh at sclieme» of political impraveBMOt." 
Johnson. " Why, sir, most scheme* of political 
improrement are rcrf^gh^le thiDgs." 



GOVERNMENT. 

A PAHTV of literary friends spendinj; the ereniiif 
together at the Mitre taTera in Fleet-street, Oohl* 
■pilth, as uinal, endeaTOpred, with loomach eager- 
ness, loiAme, anddispCited rery wnrmly with Johlt- 
■OD agalnitt the well-knonD maiiin of the Brillsli 
constiiuiiou, " the king can do no wrong |" affl^m- 
ing, that " what was moralty false conjd not be po- 
litically iniej aiid,a9thel:iDgiDisht,iD tlieexenjfe 
of his regal power, command and cause the doing Of 
what was wrotig,'lt certainly might be said, in senit 
and in reason, that he could do wrong." Johnmh. 
" Sir, yon are to consider, that in oar conitUationt 
ailcording to its trne priadples, the king is tlw 
Iiead ; heii sapreme; he is above every thing; and 
there is no power by which he can be tried : tliere- 
fare it is, sir, that we bold the king ean do do wroof ; 
that whatever may happen to be wrong in govem- 
nent, may not he above car reach, by being ucribeit 
tp majesty, Itedress is always to be had against op- 
pression, by punishing the immediale agents. Tlw 
king, thongh lie should commBnd, cannot force* 
judge to condemn a man nnjnstly ; therefoTc, 11 1* 
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the judge nliom we pruaiMmte and punish. .PolUU 
e»i liiHtituiioiis Hre rormed opan the coasideraiion 
of what wtJI most frcqntTilly tend to the good of the 
ifrhole, »Uhou}"bnoivand Iheuencepliona majoecHT. 
Thus it is better, in general, thai a nation should 
bare a supreme legitlaTlie puner, allhongh It xoay 
Bt tiroes be abused : and then, sir, lllere is this 
conalderatian — thati/IAe abate be enormoiu, Natare 
iBill ri>t up, and, claiming her original righl>, otrer- 
(ufB corrupt political igilem." 

In the year V^tiS, politics being mentioned, he 

Ing gorernment, and a mighty ea»y one. i will nn- 
Uke to get'iK'titionB either against quarter guiaea* 
or half guineas, with the help of a iillle hot wine. 
lliere must be no yielding to encourage tbia^ the 
O^ect ii not Important enough. We are not to 
blowup halfa doieu, palaces, because one cottage b 
taming,"* 

He observed, " Proridence has wisely ordcted, 
tbat the more uumeroiis men are, the more difflcnh 
It is for them to agree in any thing; and w Ibey 
■re governed. There is no donht, that if the poor 
should reason, ' We'Ubc the poor no longer; well 
make the rich take their turn' — they could easily do 
it, were itnat thai they eaii'tagree. So the commoD 
soldiers, though aomuch more numerons than their 
officers, are governed by them for the same reaaoa." 
Dr. Maxwell xtid of Johnson, " He detested the 
Idea of governing by parliamentary cormpliou ; and 
asserted most St renaoualy, that BpriDce,steadUyuid 
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CODajHCDonsly punoing ibe interests of his pei^le, 
coDld nut fail of pnrliamentary cnncurrence. A 
prince ofsbilicy, he eoDleuclcii, might anil ahonid be 
Ibe directing soul and spirit of bis own wliniBistni- 

bead of a party ; and then, and not till then, would 
(he royal dignity be liacerely reipeeted. 

" He seemed to thinlc, that a certain degree of 
crown influence over the hoases of parliament, (not 
loeanio^ a forrapl and shameful tIependeiKe) was 
very salainry, nay, ereu necessary, in our miud go- 
Temment, ' For,' eaid he, ' if the members were 
under no crown influence, and disqualified from re- 
ceiving any gratificatiou from court, nnd resembled, 
as tbey possibly might, Fym, anil Haalerig, and 
other atubharn and sturdy members of the Ion; fat- 
liament, the wheels of gateruutent would be totallj 
obstructed. Such men would oppose, merely to 
show Ibeir power, from envy, jealousy, aud per- 
versity of dlsposiliou ; and not gaining themselrea, 
would bale and oppose all wlio did : not loving tbe 
person of the prince, and concnring tbey owed him 
little gratitude, from the mere spirit of insolence and 
contradiction, iheywouldoppose and thwart him ou 



"Theitutfparableiraperfectionaoniaed toallhn- 
. men ftoveruments, consisted, he said, in not tieicg 
able to create a enfficieut fund of virtue and prinri- 
pie, to carry the latva into due and effectual ezecn- 
^on. Wisdom might plan, but virtue alaiie tan eX- 
ecDte. And whereconld suOlcieut virtue be found? 
A variety of delegated, and often dlEcretionary, 
powers, mast be entrusted sotnewhere ; which, if 
not ipDVCnied by iotegrity and Onucience, would ue- 
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eoBRrilr be abniwd, (ill at loM the mnttabte woold 

•dlbiBforaBhilliDg." 

He hHd greatcntDpiwsiciDforiheniUenesuiii d]«- 
tretavi or (fae Iriifa nation, psrticnlarlf the papists ; 
■Bd tererelr rrprotnited Ihc barbBroui debilitaliog 
policy of the Brllish ftoverumeiiE, which, he said, 
wu (he max detestable mode of perBecndou. Toa 
genileman, who hinted such policy might be neces- 
Miy to support the aalhorily of the Eugliih govtra- 
neni, he replied, by «ay>Bg, " Let the authorit]r of 
the goTennnent perish, raiher than be maint^ned 
bj iniqaity. Better would it be to restrain the tnr. 
batence of the nKtives by the anthorityof the sword, 
tud to make them amenable to Jaw and JuHlice bf 
an efleclnal and rigorouH police, (ban to griud them 
to powder byall manner of disabilities and incapaci- 
ties. Belter to hang or drown people at once, thu, 
by an nnretentiag petsecotton, to beggnr aod iture 

tlKID." 

Sir Alexander Maedooald obgerved, that the cbHi- 
edlors ia England are chosen froin ilewa much la- 
fisrior to the office ; being chosen from Icmporaij 
political riewB. Johnson. " Why, sir, is such a 
gOferDmeDl as ours,' no man is appointed to an 
office becaaae he U the fittest for i(, nor hardly in 
any other government; because there ar* so many 
Monections aad dependeocieB to be studied. A do. 
spotlc prince may choose a man to an olBce, mei^ 
becaose he is the fittest for it. 'Hie king irfPniBdn 
m^doit." 

Id the Scottish school master's caose, which baa 
been noticed at length nuder the head Ehucition, 
in Part 1, lord Mansfield said, in the house of loidl, 
" Mj lords, (ererity U not the way to govern rither 
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bojis or men." " Nay," said Johnson, " il ii the 

way ro jwern tbem ; 1 know not wbetber it be the 
way to mend them." 

Upon the slate of the iialion in 1775, he ifani 
dbcoursed: " Sir, the great mlKfortune now is, that . 
gavernnieDt has too Utile power. All tbat it hat lo 
bestow.muat, of necessity, be gi¥en lo sup port itself ; ^ 
BO that it cannot reward merit. No man, for In- 
itaoce, can now be made a biahop for his leaminK 
and piety; his only chance, for promotion is hil 
bang coanecled with somebody wbo has parlia- 
mentary iiitereal. Our sereral miuislers in tbil 
reign bBve oat-bid each other in crnicessioos lo the 
people. Lord Bute, tbongh a rery honourable man- 
— a man who meant well — a man who bad bis blood 
full of pren^alive — was a theoretical statesaian, — 
a book-minister — and ihongbi this country could be 
governed by the influence of the crown alone. Then, 
»r,begareupa great deal ; he advised thebingto 
agree that tbejndges should hold their places for lift, 
instead of losing them at the accession of a new kinfr. 
Lord Bute, I suppose, thonght to make the king po- 
pular by this concession; but the people never minded 
it; and itwai amostimpolilu: measore. I'hereisuo 
reason why a judge should bold his office for life, 
more than any other person in pnblic trust. A Judge 
tnay be partial otherwise than to Ihe crown : we 
have seen Judges partial to the populace. Ajndge 
may become corrupt, an^ yet there may not be legal 
evidence against bim. A judge may become froward 
ftorn age. A jadge may grow nnljc for hii oiflce lu 
many nrajB : It was desirable that there should be 
a possibility of being delivered from bim by a new 
king. That is now gone by an act of parllamcat m 
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graliiot tite erovfo^ Lord Bute advised the king 
10 Hive VC B very Urge aam of laoaey, for which no- 
boily [haiikeil him. It wns of conKqu^tice to the 
king, but aoiliingio thtr public, amottt; who id U wa* 
dirided. When I aay loid Bute advised, I mean, 
that inch acts were done when he was mioiater, 
and we are to roppose that he advised them. — 
Lord Bvte ihgwed an undue partialitj to Scotch- 
men. He tamed oot Dr. Nichols, a very eminent 
man, from tieiag physiciaD to the kiug, to make 
room toT one of his couatrjiaen, a man very Ion tn 
hU profession. He had ••■•••• tad • • • • to go 
OD enandg for biio. tie had occasion for people to go 
ou errands fiirbim,bnibeshould not have had Scotch^ 
men ; and certainly, heahould not have suffered them 
to have access to him before [he Stat people iu Eng- 
land." BoswSLL. "Tbeadmlssionofoae of Ihem 
before the Grsl p«uple hi England, which has given 
the greaieel olTcnce, was no more than what hap- 
pens at every minister's levee, where those who at- 
tend areadraiiied in theorderthat they have come, 
which is better than admittintl them accordidg in 
their rank ; for, if that were to b& the rule, a man 
who has wailed all the morning night hare the 
mortification to nee a peer, newly come, go iu beCora 
bim, and keep him vraitlug itlU.'' Jobmon. "Trae, 
sir ; .bat ■ ■ ■ ■ should not have come to the tevee, 
lobe in the way of people of consequence. He saw 
ktrri Bate at all timea t and could have sud what he 
hadtossyal anytimejaaweUaiatthelereei There 
is now DO prime miniater ; there is CDly an agent 
for goverament io the boiMe of commoBS. W( are 
governed by the cabinet : but there ii no one head 
itere tince At Robert WidfMle'i time." Bositsli. 
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•' What then, »!r, ie the uSe of parliament ?" John- 
son. " Why, sir, pariimneni is a large conncll ID 
the king 5 aud llie advantage of such a coDiicil ff, 
bating a great number of men ^of properly con- 
cerned In the tegislalure, wlio, far their own in- 
terest, will notcnnseiii to t>ad laws. Aitd you unit 
have observed, sir, the BdininiBtratiou is (ecble and 
timid, aud caaool act with tbat antborily and rem- 
lotion which is necessary. Were I in power, i 
would Inm oal every man who dared to oppose me. 
Ooverameac has the distribnFlon of offices, that It 
way be enabled 10 niainlain its anlhoriij. Lord 
Bate took down too fast, wiihont building up some* 
ihins Dew." Bo&well. " Because, sir, he found a 
roltep bnllding. The political coach was drawn Ijy 
a Act of bad hordes ; it was necessary to change' 
them." JoHNaoH. " Bnt he shonld have cliauged 
them one by one." 

On another occasion, he said, " The mode of go. 
Temmeiil by one may he ill adajitcd 10 a small $0. 
dely, but is beat for a great nalion. The charae- 
teristic of onr own government at present Is imbe- 
cility. The laaglscraies dare potcali the gnards'for 
fear of being hanged ; the guards will not come, 
for fear of bring given op to the blind rage of popu- 
lar Juries." [Tempora malatUvr.'] 

Talking of dilTerent goreramcnls — Johnsoh. 
" The more contracted power ii, the more easilj it 
ia destroyed. A country governed by a despot la an 
lorarted cone. Ooverniuent Iliere cannot be so firm, 
as when il rests upon a broad basis gradually con- 
tracted, as the government of Great Britain, which ' 
is faunded on the parUawent, then is in the ptlvy- 
coandl, then io the king.' Boswell." Power, wb«B' 
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CODtncted Ipto Ihe pereoQ of B r)espot,ma)>be eas*Jj 
destroyed, u the prince roiy be cut off'. So Caliggta 
irighed ihBl ihe people of Kome had but one necli, 
thit he tuighlcnl ibem offat a blow." GbneRiIL 
OoLETHoapB. " Itwaiof titeienate lie wished tli at. 
The leawe, by it* uaarpaliop, coatrolled botti Ihe 
emperor sad the people. Aod dou't you thiub that 
. we lee loo much of that in our onu parliament ?" 



MORALS. 

On tbU inbjecl, be siUd, " The tnorality of an 
actioD depeuds on the motive from which we act. 
If I ftiiig half a crown to a beggar with intention to 
breali hii heat), and he picks Jt Dp and buys rictnalt 
with it, the phyBical eflect is good j but, wirb it- 
ipect to me, the action is very tvroug. So, reli- 
gious eierclies, if not performed with au IntenlioD 
to please God, avail us nothing: — as our Saviour 
uys of those who perform them from other mo- 
tives, ' V«tlly they have their reward.' " 

or a gentleman who was mentioned, he said, 
" I have not met with any man, for a long time, 
who has given me each general displeasnre : he is 
tutally fixed in his principles, and wants to puzzts 
Other people." fioswell Hud bis principles had 
been poisoned by a noted inlidel writer, but that he 
was nevenhelees a betKvolent good man, John- 
son. " We can have □□ dependence upon Ihat in- 
stinctive, that constltDtional goodness, which is not 
founded upon principle. I grant yoa, that inch a 
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mnn may be a very amiable member of socierj'. I 
run cacccire him placeil in sncb a sitnallon, that h« 
is not much lem|jted to deviate from what is rigbl; 
sod as every man prefers rirtue, when there in not 
some »tronK lucilemeBt to tran^firess its preeepIB, 
I can roDceive hiiu doinK nothing wrong. Bal if 
such a man ilowl in need uf money, I sbonld not 
like to li-asi hiai ; and I should certainly not truat 
biin with young ladies, for there iliere 'a always 
templation. Hnuie, and oiher sceptical Innovalon, 
are vaiu men, and will gratify themselves at auj 
expense : imlh will not aSbrd sufficient food to 
(heir VHuityj so tbey bare betaken themselves to 
error. Truth, sir, is a cow, which will yield such 
people no more milk, and so they are gone to milk 
the ball. If [ could have allowed myself to grallft 
my vanity at the expcf^B of truth, what fame might - 
I liare acqnirfd ! Every tiling, which Hume has ad- 
vaneed aK»inst Chrisliimily, bnd passed thron^jh my 
luiud lung before he ivrote. Always remember tbi» 
— that, after a system is well settled upon positive 
eriJenre, a fen partial ohjections ought not to 
shake il. The human mind is so limited, that it 
cannot take in all the parts of a subject ; so that 
there may he objections raised agiunst any thing. 
There are objections against a plenum, and objec- 
tions against a cacuum,' jet one of thtm must cer- 
tainly be (rue." 

Johnson. " I love the university of Salamaccai 
for wbeu the Spaniards wei-e iif doubt as to the 
lawfulness of Iheir conquering America, the uni- 
versity of Salamanca gave it as their opinion, thai 
It was not lawfnl." He spoke this with great emo- 
tioo, and wiili ihdt generous warmth, which ^6- 
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tated the lines in his London, agttnit S|iBnI4i i.-n' 
crouch uent. 

He talked of the heliiiin^nees of the crime o( 
adultery, by which Ihe peace of families viaa de- 
Btroj^. He laid, " G>iifusiaa of progctij caniti- 
tales the uaWDce of the crime ; and, thervfore, « 
woman who breaks her iiiBrriaxe tow is mach more 
criminal than a man who da«s it. A niHti, to be 
nre, U criminal in the aight of God ; but he don 
not do his iiife a Tery material Injury, If be do«i not 
SiKutt her : if, for inslanee, fmm mere WHnloiiues) 
of appetite, lie steals prirately to ber chaniber- 
maid. Sir, a wife oaght not gretlly to resent this. 
1 would not receire home a daaghler whu had mn 
iwa; from her hasbaud on that accoant. A wife 
ihoniri study to reclaim her hnsbuidhy nioreatteu- 
tion to please hini. Sir, a man will tioi, ouce in a 
hundred instancee, leave his wiFe.uiid go to aharlol, 
if his wife has not been negligent of pleasing." 

Mere he discovered that acate discri nil nation, 
thai solid judgement, and ihat knowledge of human 
nalore, fut which be ivas, upon all occasions, re- 
markable. Taking care to keep in view the moral 
and religions doty, as understood in our nation, he 
ibowed dearly, from reason and good seiifci, the 
greater degree of CQlpabilily in the one sex devia- 
ting from it than llie other ; and,at tlie sume lime, 
inculcated a very nsefnl. lesson as to Me tcag It 
ktep Mn. 

Boswell ashed bim if it was not hard, that out 

deviation from chastity should so absolntely ruin a 

young woman. Jqhnson^^*' Why do, sir ; it Is the 

. great principle which she is taoRhL When she has 

fiten Dp that piiuinpte, she has livea up e>«ry no- 
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!, Which are all in. 

■eluded U Dbaslily." 

, At KpHHir alHr. DUIy'a.he, asmna), defeaded 
liHtari 1 "Yoa CBnootspeud iniine} iii lOMlry wlth- 
<NK doing good to the pwir. Nay, yiiu do mote 
good to Ihrm by ipcoding It In iDiury — yoa make 

.(bent eiert Industry ; wberras.bygivingk, yon keep 
them idle. I own, indiHrc), lliere may In; more 
rirtue in Ki^'>S it immediately in cliarity, than <d 
•pcudluR it in IdKary ; lhaii)cli there may be pride 
in that loo. Miss Seward. " In not thll Miiide- 
vMWt ductrint: of Priraie Vicet Public Benefits I' " 
Johnson. " The faiiitcy nf that bo<it is, that 
Hanileriltu deBnu neither vices Dor beueliia. lie 
icckoui amoof; vicei ererjr lliiuK that give* pieasnre. 
.He takes the nurowett system of moraliijr — mo- 
nastic moraliiy — which tiulda plearare itself to be a 
tice; such as ealiog salt with unt fiih, because It 

. maliea it better ; and he reckons wealth ai n pablle 
beiKfit, which is ttjr do means always true. Plea- 
utre,ofitseir, ianot avice. Hating h garden, which 
we all know to be perfectly iuuiicetit, ii a unat 
pleaiare. At Ibe Mme time, in ihi) slate of being 
there are many pleasures vices, which, however, arc 
■o immedialely agreeable, that we eta hardly ab». 
(alu from them. Hie happiness of heaveu will be, 
.that pleasure aad vinae will be perfect!}' consis- 
tent. Mandeville puis the cace of a man who gets 
dnmk at an akhouie i and sap it is a public be- 
nedt, because so much money is got by It to the 
public But i[ must b« considered, that all the 
good gained by tbis^lirouKh ilie grailBtlon of ale. 
house- keeper, breircr, mahsrer, and farmer, b 
jOver-balaiiceU by the evil cauaed to the man and hlt> 
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luo\lj b]> bU getting dniDli. Tbia ii the wajr to 
trj whul ii vicioui ; by ttscertalDiiig whethermon 
evil tban good is prudnted by [t u|)on the whole, 
whtcli i« ibe caie in all vice. It may happen, that 
good is pranced by »ice, bot not bb vict ; for in- 
llance, a robbfr may take inoncy from Its owner, 
and gice it to one wbo will make a better ate of 
it. Here ia good produced ; but not by the rob- 
bery ae robbery, but as a tiaoslaliau of proiierty. I 
read MnudeTille forty, or, 1 beliere, Rfly years ago. 
He did uol pnizle me ; he opeuvd my vieira into 
real life tetj much. No, it is clear, that the happi- 
ness of society dependu un cirtne. In Sparla, (heft 
was allowed by general consent ; theft, therefore, 
was t/iere not a crime ; bat tlien there was no seca- 
rily; and what a life mnst they hace had, when 
there was no secnrily 1 Without truth there mast 
be a disMilution of society. As it is, there is so 
little truth, that we are almost afraid to trust oar 
ears : but bow should we be, if falsehood were 
maliiplled ten times ? Society ia held together by 
conitnuiiicatinn and infurmBtioo ; and I remember 
this lemark of sir Thomas Brown's, ' Do the derili 
lie f No, for then bell could uol subsist.' " 

Jobnson bad formed (he design of writioK ibe 
blstory of the war, durioK which George the Third 
commeuced hie reign. On this, Boswell remariis, 
" How mnuh is it to be rej^relttd that this inlen- 
was not fulfilled ! His majestic elpreKSion would 
have carried down to the latest posterity the glo- 
rious achierenieuts of his country, with the pamc 
fervent glow which they produced on the tiiiud at 
the time. He would hare befeu under do tempta- 
tion to deviate in any degree from troth, which he 
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bcld ntf f«er«d; or [e take a Hccdcc, which a 
lEaroeililiiiae toldme, heoaee ■evned, insconver- 
aatian, joca]arl)r to allbw to historiaiui. * There 
are (luid he) inncnaabk lies, aaii coniecrRted lid. 
For iutaocc, we see told, that, on the arririJ of 
tbe newa of (he DnfonnDaie battle of FoDCenoy, 
ererj heart best, aud erery eye wai in lenrt. NoM 
we koow, thflt do man ale his dioner ibe worse ; 
bat there MouM have been aL this cooceru j aad to 
wy (here imt, (nmiliiigj may be reckooeil a cdrk- 
erated lie,' " 

He totd Boswetl, that he weut up to bis library . 
without raeDiiODiiig it to hln servant, whea he 
wanted to etudy aeeare from iuterraplioii ; for ho 
woaM not allow hit lerraot to say he was ooi «t 
Lome, wlien he really was. " A lerrant'l strict 
regard for irath (laid be] must be weakened b; 
neb a practice, A philnsopher may know, that it 
id merely a forio of denial ; bal few sentiutii are 
racb nice disiin^lahert. If I accustom a lertatit 
to lie far me, hare 1 not tttaoa to apprehend that 
he will tell many lies for himself?" 

He nid,' " Humiia experience, which It eon< 
■taatly coDtrndicilng theory. Is the great test of 
troth. A system, built upon the dbcoveriea of a 
great many minds, is always of more strength Chaa 
what is produced by the mere workiags of any one 
mind, which, of itself, can do Ultle. There Is not 
. so poor a book in the world, that would tiot be a 
prodigious effort, were it wrooght ootentirely by 
a single mind, without the idd of prior Invesdga- 
lor«. The French writers are superficial, because 
ifaey are not scholan, and so proceed upon tha 
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mere power of their own minds ; ind ne im how 
WTj llitle puwer ihej lisre." 

The impoilBnce or strict and icnipniona reracitjr 
euinolbe tooortcuinmlcMed. JobotODWulinoini 
to be eo rlgiilly aiieutire (o It, ihat eren in l>ii 
comniDn couverratioo the itlglileft eirraiDMaiice 
VM oentlonrd nllh exact precision. The knenv 
Jedge of his hsTing mch a principle sud babit made 
hil friends have a perfect reliance on the imtb of 
ever; thing that he told, howercr it might bare 
been doubled, if (old by many others. " As an in* 
•lanceofihiV' EaysBosuell, " 1 may mention an 
odd incident which he related as hariug happened 

(said he) begged I would give her my arm lo aaaisl 
bet in croBsing the Etreet, which I accofdlnply did ; 
upon which she offered me a shtlliiig, supposing me 
to be ihe H'iiclinsan. I perci-iied iIjhi she wai 
(omewhat in liqnor.' This, if told by most people, 
would hare been Ihoughl an invention ; when told 
by Johnson, it was beliered by his friends as mncb 
Bilf (hey bad seen what had passed." 

Bosnell saying It n'aa a pi(y that (mfb wag not 
to linn tM to bid defiance to all atlacks, to that it 
might be shot at as innch a« people chose to nt- 
templ, and yet remain nnhnrt. Johnson. " Then, 
tlr, it would not be ehol at. Nobody attempt* to 
dlepnle Ihat (no and (wo make four : but with cod> 
testa concerning moral tmlh, hnmau passions arc 
generally mixed ; and ttiereforE it must erer be liable 
10 aisanh and mlBrepreseotation." 

The Bame gentleman slated (c bim this case i-^- 
■' Suppose a man has a daoghter, who he knows 
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liu bma seduced, but her m1af»rtnue \h conceali'd 
from (he world ; should lie keep her in hU bouee ! 
Would he uot, by dciiiig to, be accessary to IniposU 
lion ? And, perhaps, a worthy, aaanapectiti); man 
tD)ght come and marry this womaD, uuless tlie 
lather infoTDi him of the truth." Johnson. " Sir, 
be is accessary to tio imposition. His daughter U 
la his house ; and if a mau courts her, he takes liis 
chance. irafneud,or. Indeed, ifauyman ashsbis 
opinion wbelber he should marry her, he ongbt (o 
adTiae him against it, without telling why ; because 
his reni opinioa Is then required. Or,, if he his 
other daughters who know ol her frailly, he ought . 
not (o keep her in his house. Vou are to cou- 
lidevlfae state of life is this 1 weare to judKeofonii 
another's Characters as wvll as we can ; and a man 
is Qot bound, in honesty or honour, to lell us the 
faults of bis daughter or of himself. A man who 
has debanched lii^ friend'a danghter, is not obliged 
to say CO every body — ' Take care of me ; don't let 
me into yonr house without suspicion. I once 
debauched a friend's daughter : 1 may debMcIi 

At Mr. Thrale's, one crening, Johnson bad de- 
fended the prnpriety of recording iu blograjiby the 
weaknesses of human nature. Next morniuK, while 
HE breakfast, he gave tt rery earnest recnmmendaiioii 
af what be himself practised with the ncmost con. 
Bctentivnsness — a strict attention to truth, ereu iu 
the most minute particulars. . " Accustoui youv 
children (said he) constantly to Ihisi if a thing 
happened at one window, and they, when retatii^ 
it, say ihacii happened aianotlier, do not lee it pass, 
but instantly check tbem ; you do uot know where 
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i«tl«UoD from tmtb will end." Boiwux. " It 
laxf come to tl>e door ; and wlien oare an acconnl 
la at all varied Id ooe drcumMwice, \t max bj <t<- 
RTces be nried «o u to be loisllji different fran 
nliat really bappcned." Their lively boslew, whoK 
Anry wai impalleol of the rein, fidgeted at thi«, 
and TCDinred to cay, " Nay, this i» loo mnch. If 
Ur. JohuHni nboDld forbid me to driok lea, I would 
comply, as I slionld feel (be retlraint only twice * 
day { but lillle Tsrliitionti in iinrratire moKl happen 
a Ihonnand times a day, if one is not perpciaally 
walching." Johnson. " WeJ], madam, aud you 
M^H to be perpetually walcliipg. It il mon; fiom 
careleianns abant irulh, tliaii from inteolional 
lytuF, thai there is bo mrch falsehooil in llie world." 
Boiwell adds, " In his review of Dr. Warton'i 
Ee»ay on Ihe Writings aud Geoiiuof Pope, John- 
ion haa given Ihe foUtiwing ealoiary caution upon 
lluB Bulftect I ' Nothiog hoi eicpeiieoee coald evince 
llie frequency of false information, cr enable soy 
man to conceire, tliat «o many groundkas report* 
tbotlM be propagated, as every man of emioenct 
ntay hear of hiniEcir. Some dibii relate what ihey 
think, as what tliey know ; aome men, of confined 
meniories, and habiiaal iuaccuriicy, mcribe to one 
man what belongs to aaoiiiei ; and lome lulk on, 
without Ihonghl or l:are. A few men are enfficient 
10 broach fabehoode, whieh are afterwardx inno- 
cently diffused by succescive relaters.* Had he 
llred IV read what fir John Hankina and Mra. 
Plozxi bare related coneerniDg liimBelf, bow inach 
wonid be bare found bii ob!<eiTatioii lllnslraled! 

■ Utnuy Higutne, t1i6, p. IT. 
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He WM Indeed lo much ItnpTeased with the prera- 
lence of fDlKhoml, vnluiitary or nuiiiteiitioiisl, that 

I ntier fcntw any person, wlin, upon hearing an ex- 
IraordiQBTj circumttancF told, liiscorered more of 
tbe htcredalag odl. He wonld say, wiih a EigniS- 
cant liwk and decisive tone, ' It ia not so. Do not 
tell this ^^in.' He inculcated upon all his friends 
the imporiance of perpetaal vigilance against tbe 
•lighleKt degrees of falBchood ; the effect of which, 

II lir'JuHhUB Reynolds observed to me, has been, 
^at ftll who vi'ere of Iiis acAool are disiingnirhed for 
a love of irnlh and accuracy, which tliey would not 
have posseesed in the SHinc deeree, if lliey had not 
been acqeaiutcd wllh Johnson." 

He said, " I have' been readiug I*rd Kamee's 
Sketches of the History of Man. In (realiug of 
ieveriiy of pnbishment, he nieiitiaus that, of Ma- 
dame Lapouchiii, in RugsIs, but he does ui>t ^ire il 
fairly; for I have looked at Chappe D' AuUrochf, 
from whom he has ukcn it : he slops where it i? 
said, Ihat the speciuiora thoujiht her iunnrent ; and 
leaves ool what follorei — that she iieverr Ileitis wai 
guilty. Now this a being as cnlpable as one can 
conceive — to misrepresent fact lu a book ; and for 
what motive i It is like oue of those lies, which 
people lell, one cannot sec why. The woniaa'A life 
was spared : and no punishnieut was too gteal for 
the favooriie of an empress, who had conspired to 
dethrone her mistress." Uoewell " He was only 
giving a picture of the lady in her sufferings." 
Johnson. " Nay, don't endeavour to palliate Ihli. 
Guilt is a priucipai feature in ihe picture." 

He thus defiuud the difference between phjaical 
and moral iralh : " Phyrical truth is, when yon tell 
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■ tbiog a* it actitally U : moral (ralh if. When joA 
tell a thing sincerely and predwly an it appears to 
joa. I aay, iiiich a one ivnlked across t)ie sEreet ; 
if he reallf did su, [ lold a physical truth. If [ 
thodghC 10, though I siiould hare been mislaken, I 
lold a mora) troth." 

Talking of an acquaintance, nliuse narraltrei, 
which abonniled in curious and interesting tojiScB, 
were unhappily found to be very fabulous ; Boswell 
neutioued lord Manafield's baviag «aid lo hiun, 
*' Su|)po*e we believe one half of what be telle.* 
Johnson. " Ay ; but we dou't know loAtcA balf to 
belieTe. By his Ijiug we lose, doi only our rerer- 
eoce for him, bat all comfort in his conversatiou," 
BoswEiL. " May we not take it as au amusing 
tictlou !" Johnson. " Sir, the misfartniic is, that 
you will insensibly believe as much of it as you in- 
cline to believe." / 



RELIGION. , 

On the i-elifcioiis obserraHseiK^llMfeUiath Juhusou 
observed, " Sunday imis a lieary'day to me when 
I was a bay. My mm )icr confined me on that day, 
and marie me fpad The Whole Duly of Man, 
from a gfreal pari of which I conld deriv« no instrnc- 
tiou, Wlieu, foriuslance, I had read the chapter 
on theft, wliich, fiom my infancy, I had baeu taught 
was wionR, I was no more coutincerl that ilieft 
was wrong than before ; so Ihete was nu accession 
of kuowledge. A boy sbonld be introduceJ tu sneli 
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IwoIes, by baring hit atleucion directed to the ar- 
rangeineiil, lo the style, and other excelleLceH of 
compof'ilioD ; tliat the mind, beiug thus engaged !>; 
aiiamUiiDg variety of ob}ecta,iQR]r not grow weary." 

He commuuicaied lo BoEwell the following par- 
licDlarB upDu the eubjeet of liis religions progresa. 
. " I ftll into UQ inatteulion to religion, or an iodit- 
fereoce about It, in my ninth year. The church at 
Lichfield, in whicli we had a. seat, wanted repa- 
ration ; so 1 was to go and find a seat iu other 
chniches ; and, having had eyes, and being awk- 
ward about iliis, I used to go and read in the lields 
00 Sunday. This habit continued till iny four- 
teenth yeari and ^ till 1 findagreal relnctance to go 
to church. I then became a sort of lax talier 
against religion, for 1 did not much thiat ag^nst it ; 
and tbis lasted till I went to O^cford', where it wonid 
not be f^ered. When at Oxford, 1 took up Law's 
Serious Call to a Holy Life, expecting to find it a 
dnll book, (as such books geoerally are), and, per- 
haps, to langh at it. Buc I found Law quite an over- 
match for nic \ and this was the first occasioti of 
my thinking iu earnest of religion, after 1 became 
capable of rational inquiry." 

To BoswelPs great surprise, he asked him to dine 
with liim on Easter-day. He never supposed, that 
be had a dinner at his house ; for he had not then 
heard of any one of his fri«ids liaiing been enter- 
tained at his table. Johnsou told htm, " I gene- 
rally have a meat pie on Sunday i it is baked at a - 
public oven, which is very properly allowed, because 
one man can alleud,it ; and thus the advantage il 
obtained, of not keepiug senants from church to 
dress dinuert." 
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He laid, be woDid not liare Sondar kept iritli 
rigid HeTcrtty auci gloom, bat with gravity wid aint- 
plidlj of behaviour. 

He likewise naid, he went mare frcqaentljr to 
church when there were prayers aolf, Ihaa whea 
there was also a spmioti, as the people- required 
more an example for the one than the other; It 
being much easier for them to hear a sermon, thao 
to 6s ihelr minds on prayer. 

Bosivell talked of preaching, and of the great Bnc< 
cena wlitch Ihosecalled Methodists have. Johnson. 
'* Sir, it Is owiag to their ex prt^ sing themselves In 
a plain and familiar manner, which u Ihe only vtuj 
to do goiid ii) the common people, and which clergy- 
iiiea of genius and learning ought to do frum a 
principle of doty, wheu it in soiled to their cungro- 
gations ; a practice for which they will be praised 
by men of sense. To insist against draukenuets at 
a crime, because it debases reason, [he noblest fa- 
caltgr of man, wontd be of do service to the com. 
moil people j but lu lell Ihem, that they may die in 
a fit of dronkenness, and show lliem how dreadful 
that would be, cannot fail to make s deep imptes- 
lion. Sir, when your Scotch cle^y gilt up their 
homely manner, religion will soon decay In that 
counity." 

To Dr. Maxwell he oi^ce □t>serced,, that the estB' 
blished clergy did not pi^ach plain enough; and 
that poliahed peiiods and gltttering sentences flew 
over the lieads of (he commoa people, wiibont any 
impreseion upon their hearts. Something might 
be necessary, he conceived, to escile the afleclioui 
of tbe common people, who were sunk in languor 
and leihargyi and, therefore, he supposed, that the 
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of meihodiiDi might probablf 
prodnce eo desirable Bu effect. " The luipd, like 
the body," he said, " drl1|;hls la chuiige and no-' 
Teltj,aud,e»eD in religion iiself, coaris new appear- 
ances aud tuodificatioDit. Whaleveriaay bethought 
of some melhodUt teachers; 1 can scarcely doubt 
the sincerity of a mau, who travelled nine hnndred 
miles in a month, and preached iwelre times a week j 
. for no adequate reward, merely temporal, could be 
given fnr such indefatigable labunr.'' 

One SnudHy, Buswell told him he had beca that 
morning iit a meeting of the people called Quakers, 
where he beard a woman preach. Johmioh. " Sir, 
a womaa'a preaching Is like a dog's waliiiug on hii 
bind Ifgs: it is not doue well; bnt yon are eur- 
priaed lo find it done at all." 

" The Christian religion has very stroog evi- 
dences. It, iudeed, appears in some degree slrang« 
to reason ; but in history we hure undoubted facti, 
against which, iu reasnoiiif! a priori, we have more 
arguments than we have for (hem ; bat then, tetti- 
inony has great weiifhi, and casts (he balance. 1 
would recommend to every man, whose faith is yet 
unsettled, Groiius, Dr. Pearsou, and Di-. Clarke." 

Again : " Ai (o the Christian, sir, besides Ihn 
itroug evidence which we have for i(, there is a ba- 
lance in lis favunr from ihe nnmber of great men 
who have been convinced of its Irutb, after a se- 
rious consideration of ibe qne.iiion. Grotius wai 
an acute mna; a lawyer; a man accustomed fo 
examine evidence ; aud be was cunyinced. Grotini 
was not a recluse — but a man of the wnrld — who 
eertiinly bad no bias lo Ihe side of relijtioa. Sir 






138 JOHVBONIANA. 

(use Neirton set oat sn infidel, aid CMue Co be * 

firm belierer." 

Talking of those wbo denied Ibe tnitli of Chrii- 
tiaDiiy, he uld, " It ie always easy to be oii Ibe 
negaitre side. If a man were now to deny IbM 
there U salt apno the table, you could not redact 
Iiim to AD 'absurdity. Come, let us try tbis a little 
^ther. I deny iliat CHiiuda is taken ; and I caa 
anppatt my denial by pretty good argnnieoTs. The 
Freacb are a much mon: uiiiutronB people than vt-j 
and U is not likely that they would allow as to tgke 
it. ' But th« oiiuiatry have asigred ua, in all tht 
(brmuKty of the Gazette, that it is taken,' Very 
Irae t bat the miniltry have put oh to an enoriaoot 
npensr by the war In America ; and If Is their in- 
tereit to persnade us that we have got somethli^ 
for onmouey. 'But the fact is confirmed byihoD- 
MiidD of nien wio weiu at the taking of it.' Ay, 
but the»e men hair «lill more iateredt in deceiving 
t»: they don't want that we should thinlf the 
French haie beaten them, but that they hare beaten 
the French. Now, suptiote that ,ynu should go 
OTer, and find that it really is lukeu — that noakl 
only aatUfy yonrself ; foe when you come home, we 
will not bclieie you : we will say, you have been 
bribed. Yet, sir, not with standi dr all theae jilaiui- 
ble objecliODF, we have no doubt that Canada U 
really onr;. Such \i the weight of conjmou teati- 
mony. How mnch siroitKer arc the evidences ot 
the Chrittian religion !" 

Dr. .Mayo having asked Johnsou'a opinion of 
Boame . Jenyns's View of the Internal Evidence ttl 
the Christian Reiigion — Johnson. " I think it a 
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ptetty book ; 

leunrsa, vs If tt were noi suitable to his chnricter 
to be very serious about the matter,'' BosvrELL. 
" He may have inteuded this to introduce hia book 
tbe better amoni; geulei^t people, who ulKht be dd- 
williBK to read too grave a treatise.. There is ft 
general levity in the age. We have physicians now 
with bag-wigs; may we not have airy divines, at 
least somewhat leal sulemH in their appearaiicc 
tbuD they used to be ?" Johnson. '* Jenyiis might 
mean as you saj." Boswrll. " Yoa shunhl lihe 
this hook, Mrs. Knowles, as it maintains, a« job 
JUmdi do, that eoorage is not a Christian virloes' 
Has. Knowles. " Yet, indeed, I like liitu Uieref 
bat I canunt a^irce wilb hiia, ttiat friendship is ti(» 
a Chrisiiaa virtue.." Johnson. " Why, inadara, 
■trictly speaking, be Js right. Ail friendship is pre. 
fiu'riug the iniersrt of a friend, ro the ueitlect, or, 
perhaps, aimlnst the interest of oihen : so that an 
old Greek said, ' He that haay>iVni/a hs4 uo fiimd.' 
Now Christianity reeommends universal beiiero- 
leace— to consider all uieD ax our hreihren ; which 
U cnutrary to the virtue of friuiideliip, as described 
by the ancient piiilosophrrt. Surely, madam, your 
sect must ajiprave of this ; for you call all men 
jWSndfc" Mas. Knowlb«. " We are coaitnande4 
to do good to all men, ' but esjiecially lo Ihem 
who are of the household of faith.' '' JoHHeoH, 
" Well, tnadam, the hnasehold of faith Is widt 
enough." Mas. Knowles. " But, doctor, onr 
Saviour had twelve apostles, yet tiiere was out 
nhoai he lottd: John was called ' tlie disciple 
wboni JesBi lured.' " Jousioh (wiib eyesspark- 
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Hog benign an I ly.) " Verj well, indeed, riiad»in: 
JOD hnvt said VKi-y well." Boswell. " A fine ap- 
pllcatiiQ. Praj', air, had yon erer thoaght of it ?" 
JOHN»ON. " I had not, sir." 

Prom ihia pleading subjeel, he made a sudden 
transition lo one npon which he naa a violent ag- 
^eisor ; for, be said : " [ am wiHin); to love all 
.mRDhind, eacepi on Amerinatti" aud liis iiiSam- 
mable corrupliuii bnrsiing iuto horrid fire, he 
" breathed out ihreateniiiin and nlanghlerj" call- 
iag tlitm " rascalx, robhers, pirates ;" and ei- 
clainiiii)r, he'd " barn and destroy them." Mfsi 
Seward, looking at him with mild bnt steady aito- 
iiiahmeul, aaid, " Sir, this is an inalance, tbarwe 
are alway* must Tloleul against those whom we 
liuve iiunreri." He was irritated Hill wore by'thli 
delicate vud Iteen reproach ; and roared out another 
ti'eoiendouB volley, which one might foiicy conld be 
jieard acrwi tlie Atlautic. During this leoipesi, 
Bosiveil <Bt in grrMt oneaNiness, lamenling bin heat 
ot temper ; till, by degrees, he direrled his atten- 
tion to other topics. 

Oue e*euinK, wbeu a young gentleman tetavA 
Him witli an account of ihe infidelity of his ser- 
vant, who, be Bald, nonld not believe the Scrip- 
tures, becanse he could not read them in the ori- 
ginal tougaes, and be snre that they were nnt'ia- 
rented. " Why, foolish fellow," said JoliUMtn, 
" has lie any belter authority for almost every 
thing that he believes ?" Bosweli.. " Itien the 
vulgar, lir, never can bnoiv ibey are right, bnt 
must lubiuit themselves to the learned." JoHNtotr. 
" To be sore, sir : the vulgar are the children ot 
Ibe state, and uinst be tangbt lilte children." Boa- 
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KBLL. " TbeD, lir, a poor Tarlc mast be a Haho- 
luetan, jast at a (loor EngliabniaD iQiiBt be a ChrU. 
tlanf" Johnson. "Why, ye«, sir; auil whsl 
tlieii ■' This now it sach btnfT aa I Dsed to 
talb lo my mother, when I first be)<&n to thiuk m;- 
■elf a c1»«r fellow ; and she ouglit to have whii>- 

General Paoli asked hint what he thought of the 
spirit of infidelity which was so preraleiit. John- 
son. " Sir, IhiB gloom of intidelily, 1 hope, is onljr 
B transient cloud passmg Ifarungh the hemisphere, 
which will soon be dissipated, and the sun break 
fortii with bis usual splendor." Paoli. " Yon 
think, tJien, that Ihey will change their principlei 
like thnr clothes ?" Johnson. "Why, lir, if Ibey 
bellow no more thought on principles than on dress, 
it tnust.be so." Paoli. '■ A great part of the fa- 
shiouable infidelity is owing to a desire of sliowing 
courage. Men, who have no opportuuiliea of show- 
ing it as to things iu this life, take death and fn- 
turily as objects oh which to display it." Johnson. 
" That Is mighty foolish affectation. Pear is one 
of the passions of human nature, of which it ii 
impossible to divest it.. You remember that the 
emperor Chatles V. when he read upon the tomb- 
stone of a Spanish nobleman, ' Here lies one who 
never knew fear,' wittily said, ' Then he never 
snuffed a candle with bis Hugers.' " 

Goldsmith having spoken of tlie difficulty of ac- 
quiring literary fame, Johnson observed, " Ah, sir, 
that sbonld make a man think of seenring happiness 
in another world, which all who try sincerely for It 
maj aittutL In comparison of that, how little ara 
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ril Other thingsl The belief of immortality is Im- 
pressed upon all meii ; atid all men act nudcr an Im- 
prejiion of il, howerer thej may talk, and Ihoiigb, 
perhaps, they may be acnreely aensible of il." Bos- 
well said, il nppenred In him, that >ome people had 
not Ibe least duiIod of imiuoruHiy, and he men- 
tioned a dtsliiignished gentleman of their ucqa^Bt- 
Bsce. JoBHM>N. " Sir, if 11 were not for the no- 
tioo of iiumorlaUty, he ivonid cut a throat to fill 
his pockets." (Wlhen thl) was related to Bean- 
clerll, who knew mnth more of the gentleman Ihnn 
tbey did, he said, in his acid manner, " He wonld 
cnt a throat to fill his pockets, if it were not for 
ftor of being hanged.") 

Dr. Jobnton proeeeded: *' Sir, there is a great 
cry about Inddi^iiy; bat there ate. In reality, tot 
few infideli. I have heard a person, originally a 
(taaker, bat now, I am afraid, a Detal, say Ibat be 
did not bellere there were in all England above two 
hand red inSdels." 

Boswell mentioned Hume's argument aghast the 
belief of miracles— that it is more probable thai 
the wimesses to the troth of (hem are mistaken, or 
speak lalsely, than tbat the miracles should be 
tme, Johnson. " Why, sir, the great difflcnlly 
of prwvlog miracles shonld moke oa very catilioni 
In beUe»lng them. Bui let oa cmralder ;. althoogh 
Ood has made natare to operate by cert:un filed 
laws, yet it is not unreasonable to think, that be 
may ■ssp«nd those laws, in order to establish a 
' ayatem highly adtantageoos to mankind. Now 
the Christian religion is a most beneficial system, 
at it giras ni light and certainty where we were 
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b«A>re la dukneis and doubt. Th« mtractes whkH 
prure it are atteileil liy lata wbo liHd tio interest 
Id dece)>'iaii aa ; bul who, on the contrary, were 
told, that they ihoald saBtr |)en«ciitioD ; and did 
actually lay down their lires ia coiifirtDalioa of the 
trntb of the bets whicb Ihey asserted. Indeed, for 
some ceotnrlea the beathenn did not pretend ta 
deny (he uiradea ; bat «aid Ihey were perroimed 
by the nid of evil spirits. This is arircnniBtance of 
great weight, Theu, sir, when ivc lake the proofk 
derived from prophecies which hare been so exactly 
folAlIrd, we hare most gatisCactory evidence. Sup- 
posing a miracle possible, (as to which, ia my opi- 
nioD, there can be no donbt) we have as strODK eri- 
dencc for the mirades In support of QitlstiaDity, 
M the nature of Ibe thing admils." 

Mr. Krskine said, that when he was in the island 
of MinarcB, he not only read prayera, but preached 
two sermons to the regitueni. He seemed to ol^ect 
to the pa'sage in Scripture, where we are told, thM 
ths aufrel of the Lord smote in one night Totty 
tbouiaud Assjriang. " Sir,'' sud Johnson, " yon 
should recollect, that there was > snpernatnral In- 
terposition ; Ihey were destroyed by pestilence : 
ynn are OM to suppose, that the ansel of the Lord 
went about, and stabbed each of them mth a dag. 
g«r, or knocked them on the bead, man by man." 

BoswBi.1,. " Is there not less religion in the na- 
tion now, sir, than there was formerly }'' JouK- 
■OH. " 1 don't kuow, sir, that there is." Bo»- 
wEu.. " For iDiianrc, there used to be a chaplaia 
in erery great family, which we do no; find now." 
JoBRsaN. " Ntitber do yon find any of the slata- 
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■erTSDti which greai fiimille< oKd fbrinerlj to YtKK. 
There in a change of modea in the whole depart- 
ment of lifr." 

He much commended Law's Serious Call, nhkb 
he laid was the finest piece of hortalorj tbcologj 
in any laagaatcG' " Law," said be, " fell latter]} 
into the reFeries of Jdcob Bebmen, whom Law al- 
leged to bare been Eomewbat in tbe lame stale 
with St. Faal, and to bare seen vnutterable lAingt, 
Were it eTen 10, Jacob wonld have resembled St. 
Paul still mare, by pot attempiiug to utter ihem." 
' He ouce restored Dr. Maxwell fur saying grace 
without mention of the name of our Lord Jwai 
Chriitt; and hoped, in future, he wonld be mon 
mindful of the Bpostolical iDJanction. 

Bosweltgave him an account of the two partkl 
in the church uf Scotland, those for supporting the 
rights of patrons, independent of the people, and 
those against it. Johnson. " It should be settled 
one n'ay or other, I cannot wish well to a popnlar 
election of the cleigy, wbeu I consider, tliat it oc- 
casions such animosities, such unworthy courting 
of tbe people, such slanders between tbe contend- 
tog parlies, aud other dlaadvautBgcs. It is eooi^ 
to allow the people to remonstrate against the no< 
minaiion of a minister for solid reasons." 

Boawell spoke of the inequality of tbe livings ot 
tbe clergy iu England, and the scwity provisions of 
some of the curates. Johnson. " Why, yen, sir ; 
but it cannot be helped. You must consider, that 
the revenues of tbe clergy are not at tbe dispoaal of 
the BlBte, like the pay of tbe army. Different men 
have foundeij different churches i and soii;e are bet- 
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-ler eDdowed, Kim« vonc He ttate cannot Inter- 
fere, aod mnke in equal djiuiou of what bas been 
pM^cnlarlf appropriated. Now wheD a clervymui 
hai bnt B imail liring, or erea two amdl livings, be 
ao [iBonl vtrj little to the carate." 

BoBwell asked Jofemon wbelber he might go Icr 
B consattatioD with atiother lawrsr upon SnndBf, 
aa that appeared to hint to be doing work m modi 
in hi! way, ai if wi artiiaa ahontd work on the da; 
appropriated for religioni rest Johnson. " Wh;, 
rir, when yon are of coineqiinKe enough to oppOK 
IfaepractioeofcoaaaltingnpoaSDiuiay, joa Hhoald 
do Hi bat yon may go now: It ii not crimiBal^ 
tboagfa it li not what one ihonid do, who li aniloiiB 
for Ibe preterration aud Idctcbk of i^jr, to wbldi 
» peculiar obMrraoee of Sunday Ii a great help. 
The diadsctioa i« clear between i^bat i» of monl 
and what is of rilaal obligation." 

"ndkiDg of religloni ordere, he i^, " It i« at 
antcammbie for a man to go into a CarthnriaD eon- 
T«U for fear of bdng IntmorBl, ai for a nna to cit 
off bi< hands for fear be iboald ateBl. There h, 
ladecd, great resatntion Ih the immediate act of 
diemenbering himielf; bat when tbat is onn 
dMie, bebaiBo longer any merit; for thoBgh It la 
oat of his power to steal, yet be may all Us life be 
B thief In hti heart. So iriien a mso his once be- 
coma B Cartfanidao, be b obliged to omliDDe-io, 
wbetber he chooses It or not. Tkaz riieooe too la 
Bhmird, We rend, in the. Ootpel, ctf.the apostles 
being «Mit to preach, bni nM to h^ tbdr toogoce. 
All sererily, tbatdnei not tend to InunBcgood, or 
pi>eiwM«TU,bidle. [ add to tbc lady sUmss of >b 
ooBiCBt, ' MAdM^.y«a.Bia ten, not lor tbe lare 
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of tirtar, but tbe rear of *ice.' She i^d, ' Sit 
duwld rrmember thb ai long aa «be lived.' " 

'nUkiug of religion* orders, he aald, " If cob- 
reuti tboiild be atlowed M all, tliey ihonld on]; be 
retreats for penotia anable to Ktve the public, or 
who liare served it. It ia oor firat dntj to aerre 
BOciet; ; Hod after we bate done that, we may il- 
lend wholly lo the aalvatioo of oar own xoala. A 
youthful passioti for abstracted deration should aat 
be eneoaraxed." 

Mr. Itlarray praised the ancient philoaophen fbr 
the candour aad good humour with which those of 

.different sects disputed with each other. Johnson. 
" Sir, they diapnted with good huiuonr, becarac 
they were not ia earnest as to religion. Had tbe 
ancients been serious Id their belief, we shonld MX 
have had thdr gods exhibited in the manner we 
find thcra represented in the poets. The people 
wonld not hate suffered it. They disputed with 

' good bnnour upon their fttuclfnl theoriea, became 

- they were, not loteresied In tbe truth of then. 
When a man has nothing to lose, h« may be k 
good humour with his opponent. Accordingly, yon 
see in Lncian, the Epicnreaa, who argues od^ ne- 
lettrcly, keeps bia teniper ; the Stiric, wlio haa 
tomething positive to preserve, grows angry. Be- 
ing angry with one who controverts an opinion 

. which you value. Is a neceaaary consequeuce of the 
nneasinesi which you feel. Everyman, whoattacka 
my belief, dlminUbes in some d^tee myconfidence 
In it, and therefore makes me nneasyj and I am 
angry with him who makes me uneasy. Those 
only who believed In rerelatioA have beco angry at 
having th^ faiib called In qneation j becaoae tbey 



Gooslc 



BELICIOH. 147 

onl; had lomMhinK npon trhich thcjr could rest af 
matter of ract." BIukray. " llieeiDsto me, iliat 
we we not- angry M a man far coutrorerliag an 
opinion which we believe mid valuj ; we rather 
piiy bim." Johnson. " Why, air, to be sate, when 
you wish a man to have that belief, whJeh jon 
think \» of indoile adranlage, jon wish well to 
him ; bnt your primarf coniideration it joar owu 
qaiet. If a uiadmati were to come inio this room 
'irith a utick in his hand, no doubt we ihODld pllf 
the stale. of hin mind ; but onr primary coiisidera- 
llwi wonid be, to take care of onrselvts : we should 
Itnock him down first, and pity him aTterwai-da. 
No, ulr, erery man will dispute with gtept good 
tiumonr upon a aubjeet Ln which he U not iuiereit- 
ed. 1 will dispntc Tery calmly npon the pnibahilily 
of another man's son being haaged ; but if a man 
icaloitSy enfoLCes the probtibiliiy that my own son 
will he banged, I sliull certiiinly not be in a very 
good bnnionr with him." Boswell. " If a man 
endeavours to conrincu me, that niy wife, whom I 
love Tery mncb, and in whom 1 place great confi- 
dence, is a disagreeHble woman, and Is eren nn- 
Mthful to me, I ihall be >ery angry, for he is pnl' 
ting me in fear of being DDbapjiy." Murba*. 
« Bat, sir, troth will always bear an exatuiuBtiiH)." 
JoHHSOH. " Ym, sir, bnt it is paiiiiiil to be forced 
to defend II. Consider, sir, how shonid jou like, 
IhoDgfa conidoas of yonr Innoeener, to be tried be- 
fore ajory for a capital crime, ouce a week ?" 

A Qaaiier having ol^ected lo the " observance of 
days, and moDihi, and years," Johuton answered, 
" The ehnrch doei not saperstiiionsly observe days. 
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McrdT fli (Uf«, but m raemorlaU of InpnrtaDt 
fact!. ChrinaiM might be kept at well upnn oat 
day of the year ai aaaiber ; bat there iboald be a 
(taied day for cmnmemoratiiig the biiib of onr Sa. 
viour, bixau*e there is dan^r, tliat what nay be 
ilaue on any day will be negii'cted." 

He aaid to B<Mwrl1, at anotlier lime, " Sir, the 
'b4%d)ty* observed by onr church are of great n«e 
la religion. There can be do doubt of this In a 
limited leiue i I nieaa. If the number of inch con- . 
■ocrated porttong of time be not too eilenili^. The 
eieelleut Mr. NiHtou's Fettirala and Futg, which 
.hM, I nudentatid, (Le gresleat Mle of any book 
ever printed in EDtiknd, except the Bible, U a moit 
valu^le belp to devatioo ; and in addition to it, [ 
would recommend two ■ermous on the wune Eub- 
ject, by Mr. Pott, archdeacon of St. Albaat, eqnaily 
•dlitingulBbed for piety aod elegance. I am aori; to 
haie It to aay, that Scotland Is the only Chria^an 
cuontry, catholic or. protaitant, where the great 
crenta of our religion an: nut aoleaiuly comme- 
mnrated by Lu cecleilasiical eaCaUuhmmt, on daj» 
-let apart for cfacpurpoHe." 

' Boairell meatiooed an acquaintance of hb^ > 
•ectary, nbo was a lery religioua man, who not only 
atteiiiliid regularly on pnblic worship with those of 
his communion, but made a pHrticalar slndy of the 
Scriptures, and even nrot; a comtHcnlaiy on lome 
partD of them, yet waslinown to be Kry UceotiiMis 
in indulging himself with women { maintaluing, 
'that men are to be aarcd by faith alotie, and that 
the CbHstian religion had not prescribed any fixed 
ndefoTtfaBlnutcotirsebetHeca ttkeuuDit. John- 






*ECTt. 149 

*W. " Sir, Ihere h no iraalinf to ihu crair 
pletj." 

" To find H mbatiinlion for Tiolaied morelity," 
he laid, ** ia the leading feature Id all ptrrcnious 
of reli^on." 



SECTS. 

Bebidbb triiding to refate Ihe doUod of Jobuiwi'* 
bijtotry, the fnlluwing terj liberal wiitiineiit has tlie 
additional ralae of obriatliig nn objc-ciion to our 
holy religton, founded upon llie distnidant teneti of 
CbriatiatiB Ihenmelrta ; " Por mf part, eir, I ihlok 
■U Christ iang, whether papiita or protratRuts, a^ree 
in the efHiitial ailieles, and Ibal their diSerencvB 
tue Iriria), and rather polllieal than religions." 

At anolher lioie. he and Boiwell talked of the 
Romui Cdtbolic rplfglon, and how Utile diSerence - 
there RM io eueiitial matterg between ourK and It. 
JoHNtON. " True, Eir ; all denominations ofChrin- 
timlu have reallf little ditference in point of doctrine, 
tboBj^i they may differ widely in external fanu>. 
There is a prodiglooa difference between the ex- 
terna] (ormof one of yonr prnbyterian churches in 
Scotland, and > church in Italy; yet the doctrine 
tatlgfat is essentially the same." 

In a literary party at Mr. Dilly's, the sniiject of 
toleratibn was Intnidaeed. Johnson. " Every so- 
dety has a right to preserve public peace and order, 
sod therefore has a goo6 rigbi to pruhlbit the pro. 
pagUion of ojduioD* whieh hare a daDgerooi tend- 






eucy. Tn say the magiilrah hm tliU righl, b 
Uijiiig nil iuadegnate word : it Is tlie>aci;fy,for wbh^ 
the maglslralc UagFiil. He may be morally or dieo* 
lagtcally wrung iu restreiuing the prapi^tioii of 
opinions which he Ihiuks ttangerous, bat be U poll- 
tlcally right." M«¥0. " Ianiofo|HiiloD, sir, thu 
ere[7 man is eiililLed to liberty of conicience in it!- 
Ilglon ; and thai the magiMrMe cannot restrain that 
right." Johnson. " Sir, I agree nhh yon ■. every 
man has a right to Bberty of conscience, and with 
Ibal the magistrate caunol inlerFere. People con- 
fonnd liberty of thinking with liberty of talking; 
nay, with liberty of preacliing. Every man bai a 
physical right to think as he pleases ; for it cannot 
he discorerctt how he thiiikn. lie has not a uoral 
right j for he ought to Inform himself, and think 
Justly. Bnt, sir, nomemtier of a lodetyhns a right 
to Itach any doctrine contrary to what the society 
holds lo be tme. The niagislrale, 1 say, may be 
wrong In uh'at he thinks ; hot while lie thinks hlm- 
aclf ritihl, lie may and ought to enTorce what he 
thinks." Mavo. "Then, sir, we are to remain ad- 
ways iu error, and truth never can prevail; aud the 
m^iniriile wiis right in peTsecnliiig Ibe Gist Ctarto- 
lianH." JoHNBON. "Sir, the onlymediod by irtiich 
religious tmih eaiibe emablished is by luartyntoni. 
Hie maglilrale lias a right to enforce what he 
thinks ; and liir who iscimscions of the tnilVliasa 
right to suRtr. I am afraid there Is uo other way of 
uscertaiulug the truth, but by persecation od the 
one hand, and rnilnring it on the other." Oold- 
BBirH. " But bow Is a man to act, sir P Thoo^ 
drmly conrinced of the truth of his doctrine, may 
lie luii think it wrong to expose blmself to per- 



TCcniion i Has he a Hgbt toioioi Is It not, as 
U were, cominiiiitig ToluiiCary saicide i" Johnson. 
"Sir, tu to Tolmitary suicide, m jau call U, Ibere 
are twenty ihnasaad men ia an armr, who will go 
wiibont scrnple ta be abut at, and mMnt abreach, 
forfive-pcBccadsy." Qoldsmith. " But have they 
& moral right lo'iln thls^" JoH-isoN. " Mav,9ir, 
if yoH nill oot take the anirenial opinion of luap- 
klod, 1 have nothing to say. If mankind cannot de- 
fend iheir own way of ihiakicK, I cannot defend It. 
Sir, if a man is in doubt whether U wonid he better 
for him lo expose blmseif to martyrdom or not, he 
■hould not du 1( : he maat be cunvinceil that be' 
hits a delegation from Heaven." Qoldsmith. " I 
wonld consider whether there is ihe greater chance 
of good or evil upon Ihe wbole : if I se» a man who 
hasfaMenintDa well, I wonld wish to help him oat 
of it ; hnt If there ia a greater probability tbit hb 
(hall pnll me In, than Ibal 1 shall pnll him out, I 
wtfnid aol attempt it. So were I to go to Tnrkey, 
I might wish to conrert Ibe grand signor to the 
Christ! an faith ; hut when 1 contidereil th'it I should' 
probably be put to death without eOectnaling 
ny purpaie in any degree, I shonld -keep myself 
qBiet." Johnson. *' Sir, you mnst conaider, that 
we have perfect and imperfect obligations. Perfect 
Obligations, which are generally not to do some- 
thing, are clear and ponitlve; a», ' thou shall not 
kill.;' bat charity, for lusiance, U not deSuuble by 
limits. It ii a duty to give lo the poor; but no 
man can say bow mncb another aliould give to the' 
poor, or when a man has given too little to save hia 
Mnl. lu Ibe same mauiicr. It ia a duty to iuatruci 
the ignorant, and, of conie<taeuee, to conrert InS . 
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del* to Chriitluiily ; bnl no niau, ia (be nnDmon 
CMirte of thlnp, is (ftllgvil to cut} thb to wdi « 
degree, u to incur the danger of ■aaitjrdom ; ai oo 
Msn ii obllGcd to strip bimaelf lo tbe >hirt, in 
order to gice charity. I have aaid, that a mat 
moat be peraniided that be hai a particular delega- 
tioa from Heaveu." Gouwhith. " Hon ia this to 
be known i Oar faU reibrmera, wbo were bncut 
for not beileriug bread and wiue to be Cbrial*' — 
JOHNKON. (inlcrnipliiig biin,) " Sir, tbej were not 
barm for not believing bread and wine to beChrial, 
bnt for iasaltiag tliow nho did believe It : and, sir, 
when the Gral refoimers t>eg;aD, lliey did not iuleod 
tobemai'tyred j aa man; of them ran away ax conld." 
BoawBLL. " Bat, air, there wai your couutr^aa 
Elwal, who,jou told me, challenged king George, 
vritb b<) black-guarda, aud his red-gnatds." John. 
BOH. "My coniiiiyinau. £li»al, sir, shoald bare 
been put in (he Hocks ; n proper pulpit for him j 
asd be'd have had a onmeroni aadience. A man 
who preaches in tbe stocks will always have heu'- 
ent enongh." Bobwisll. " But Elwal thought 
Umselfin the right." Johnson. " We are not pr<K 
Tiding for laad people ; there areplaces for Iham In 
(be neighbourhood." (meaning Mooi£eldi.) HAVtk. 
" But, sir, ia it not eery hard, (bat I should not be 
allowed to teach my children what I really believe 
to t>e the tnilh ?" JoHXSON. " Why, sir, you nugbt 
contrive to teadi your cbildtea extra scaadahami 
but, air, the magistrate, if be knows it, ha« a right 
to realrain you. "Suppose yon teach yonr childrcD 
to be thieves ?" Mayo, " This is making a joko 
of tbe subject" Johnson. "Nay,sir,takeit tliiu: 
— that yon teach them tbe commnnity of good* ; 
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forwhieli tTiere are ta many plantlble arfnimenU 
aa for most erroDmis ilocirinei. Yoa teach Ihem, 
that all tbingt at Ant were ia eoinmon, and tbat 
no man had a right M any thing, but as he laid his 
haada upnu it ; and that this utill i), or ODght to 
be, the rule amongst mankind. Here, nir, you lap 
a great prindpte in society, — pcoperty, Aad don-'t 
yoa think the magiitnite would harearight to pre- 
«mt yon ? Or, suppose yoa shonld leach your 
children the notion of the Adamitei, and ihey 
vhoold nm naked into the etreeta ; noold not the 
magistrate have a right to dog 'em into their 
dbnbleiR?" Mayo. " I think tba magiilrate bu 
ho right to interfere, till there la some overt act.*' 
BoswELL. " Sn, sir, though ha tcei an eueiuy to 
the slate charging a blunderbuss, he is not to inter- 
fere till itlsfiredofr<'''MAvo. "Hemnstbesureof 
its direction against the elale." Johmion. " The 
magistrate in lo judge of that. He has uo right to 
restrain your thinking, becaufe the evil centred lo 
yoDTself. If a man were lilting at this table, and 
chopping ofFhis lingers, the magistrate, asguardiau 
of the commnnlty, baa no authority to restrain 
htm, howerer be might do it from Mndn'eai a* a 
parent ; though, indeed, upon more condderatioPa 
I think be may ; as it is probaiile, that he who id 
mopping off his own fingers, may soon proceed to 
chop off those of other people. If i tbink it right 
to Meal Mr. Dilly's plate, I am a bad man; but be 
can say nothing to me. If I make an open declara^ 
tlon that I think so, he will keep me ont of his 
booK : if I put fbrtli my hand, I shall be sent to 
Newgate, liiis is the gradation ofthinkiDg, preach. 
lag, and acting : if a man thinks erroneoosly, he 
a2 
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n*jr kwp hU t%OD|^iIi to himielf, aad iifriMxly will 
trooble him i If he preacbeiErfounxis doctrine, «»■ 
ti^y EMT exiwl him ; If lie acta In coDim|iiciire of 
tl, the iBtr uke> place, snd he U hMiged." MiIto. 
'' But, ilr, ought not Cbristluit to hare libertj of 
eoDadence i" JoHNtOH. " I bare already told yon 
no, ilr : yoa are coming back to nberc yoa were." 
BotwcLL. " Dr. Mayo b ftlwaya taking a retnni 
|w*t-cbalw, andKoiug tbeBtageoreragain : hehu 
' it at half price." JoyHsoN. " Dr. Ma;o, likeothn' 
dtaniploai for nniimiteii tolentioa, hai got a set 
of woidi. Sir, it 1« no mailer, politically, whe- 
ther the nagbtrate be right or wrong. Soppoae a 
dob were to tie ftHined, to drink confntioa la king 
George the Third, and a happy reitoraiioa to 
Cbarfet the Third) tb<> wonid be rcrj bad with 
'respect to the itate i but frery member of ihM 
club moit either conform to it* rulei, or be lamed 
n«t of It. Old Bitn«r, I rentember, malntaiiu, 
that the magiatrate abonld ' iolent« all tliioga tha; 
•re t(rier*ble.' This ia do good definition of lole- 
THtloD upon any principle } bat it ihowa, that ho 
thoBght aoiue thlugi were not tolerable." Tor. . 
LADV. " Sir, you bate nntwUted this difficalt aab- 
Ject with great dexterity." 

Dr. Mayo'a calm tamper and steady peraerentoce 
raodered him ui admirable uitjeet f^ the exerciae 
of Dr. Johnun's powerfnl abililiea. He aerer 
flinched ; bal, after reiterated blow, renaioed 
atemingly anmored as at the first. The sciniiUk- 
donaof JobMOD'agenloaSaahed uvcry time be was 
tlmck, wiihost bit recdving any injury. Heme he 
obtained the. ^ihet of The Liierary Anrit. 
Boawell nMutiuied £lnial tbe beielic, whotg 
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tflalBlTjnhnPrlOflelMdglTenhlmlnreki]. JOHR* 
SON. *' Sir, Mr. Elwal wan, I thiak, an imamanger 
xt Wolrerbampion ; Hud he bad a mind to make 
himxeif famnilB, by being the foauder of a new leel, 
which he wished much should b« called the Shtai' 
liam. H« held, that ererr Onaf in Ibe Old Te«la- 
mem thai i*3a not typical, was to be of perpetual 
obserrancej and sn be wore ■ ribband in the plaitt 
of bl9 COB), and he also wore a beard. I remembef, 
I bad rhe bononr of dining in company wttb Mr. 
Blvra). There waa one Barter, a miller, wbo wrotO' 
against him ; and yon bad the controreny between- 
Mr. Elwal and Mr. Barter. To (ty to make him- 
self dtallagaiBhed, he wrote a letter to king George 
the Second, challenging him to dispute with him ; 
in which he said, ' George, if you be afraid to come 
by yoarsdf, (o diapnte with a poor old man, yoa 
may bring a thousand of yonr Maei-gavcii with, 
yoD ; and if yon should still be afraid, you may 
bring a Ihoasand of your r«d-guarda.' The letter 
had Bomethlng of the impudence of Junius to our 
present king. But thetneaofWolFerhampton were 
■. uot BO inSammitblH as ibe cotnmon-coHncil of Loo* 
don j so Mr. Elwal lailed in his scheme of nakiug ' 
himself a man of great canseqneuce." 

Bocwell said to him, how common it was in the 
world to tell sbanrd stories of him, and to ascribe 
to him Terystrange sayings. Joiihbon. " What do 
[hey make me Bay, air ?" Boswell. " Why, sli*, 
as an instance very strange indeed, (laughing 
heartily as he apofce.) David Hume told me, yoa. 
said (hat yon woald aland befoie a battery of cannon 
(o mtore the conroca^oo to iti full powers," 
Little did Boawell apprehend that he bad BCtaally 
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Nid tbU ; bat he was boob canTinced of bli error j 
for, with B dfiermiiud look, be tbnndereil out, 
"And wiHild I not, air? Sbull Ibe presbfteriui 
kirk of Scotland hare lu general assembly, and tbe 
cfanrchofEDglaadbe denied its coovocatioo i" He 
was waikiug up and down tbe room while Boiwell 
lold bim the anecdote ; but when be uttered this 
explosionof bigh-chnrebzeal, he had come ctMe t» 
hb chair, and his eyes flashed with iBdignation. 

Speaking of the petition to parliament for re- 
noriag the subscripilan to tbe thirty-nine Hrticles ; 
—Johnson. " It wb« thrown oQt,.sir. 'I'bey talk of 
not making boys at ibeuniteraityaubKribe to what 
they do HOI Daderitaiid ; Imttbeyoaght to conuder 
tbat ouriiuicrraities were founded to bring up mem- 
bers for ihe church of EitglBud, and we mast not 
supply our euemicE with arms fi'om onr arsenaL 
No, sir; the meamsg of subscribing is, not that 
they fnlly andersland all the artlelcs, bat that tbej 
vAU adhere to the church of England. Now, take 
It fii this way, and suppose that tbey should o^ly 
anbeeribe their adherence lo the church of England i 
there would besiilHlteaamediScaltyi for still tbe 
youug men would be snbscribltig lu what Ibey do 
not understHud : for, if you should a»k them, what 
do ynn mean by the cliurch of England? Do yon 
know ia what it diflers froiu Ihe Presbyterian 
charch t — from tbe Hoiaish church i — from the 

" flretk rhorch ? — ftoni the Coptic clmrcli ? — tliey 
conid not lell yon. So, sir, it cuuii's to the same 
thing." BoBWEiL. " Bnl would it not be soffi. 

- deut 10 subscribe Ibe Bible!" Johnson. "Why 
no, sir; fur all sects wil\ subaeiibe the Bihlei uoy, 
the Mahometeua will aubicribe the Bible {.for the 



Mahometans acknonledge Jeans Clirist as well aa 
Moeex, bnl uiaintRin (hat Gnd sent Malioniet as a 
iHH greater prophet than either."' 

Bosnell hnd hiied a Biiliemtan ai his sertant 
mhile be rcDiiiined iii Londnn, and, being much 
pleoeed wilh iiini, he a.<ked Dr. Johnson whetlier 
his beiuK a Roman Cailiolic shtrtild prereut hb 
takitig him with him luScoiland. Johnson." Whj 
no, »ir i If Ae has uo objection, yon cui hare none." 
DoawELL. " So, sir, yon are no great tnemyto tho 
Roman Catholic religion f " Johnson. " No more, 
■Ir, than to the Pre«byteriau religion.'' Boswell. 
" You are joliiug." Joiikkon. " No, sir, I reallji 
think so: DHy.sir, of the two, 1 prefer the popish." 
BoRiTBLL. " How so, slf .'■' JOIINSOM, " Why, 
■Ir, the presbyteri-iinB have no clinrch, lio apostoli- 
cal otdinatioii." Bo^wbll. " And do jon think 
that BbsoloielyeMential, ulr!" Johnson. "Why, 
dr, fui it wag an apotttoliral instilntiou, 1 think it Is 
dangerous to he wilhoat It: and, sir, the pre^;- 
teriaufl have no pnblic H'orship : they have no form 
ot prayer in which tiiej know ihey are to ](rin. 
They go lo hear a man pray, and are to Judge whe- 
ther they will join wilh him." Boswell. " Bot, 
■ir, Didr docirine Ie the same wilh that of the 
rhnrch of England : tlieir couft-Ksioo of faith, and 
the ihirty-niue articles, contain Ihe Hrnie points, 
even (lie doctrine of prediBtiuation." Johnion. 
" Why ytt, sir; pi«de»iiuaiioii wa< a part of the 
clamoor of the times, so it is mentioned inonrard- 
des, but with as little posiiivenesa as cunid be." 
BolWELL. " Is ll necessary, sir, lo beiiese all 
the thlrty-nlDF articles ."■ Johnson. " Why, air; 
(bat ii a qneatton wbkb faaa been moch agitated. 



Some hare tboaght It ncceuarr that thrr ihonld all 
be bdleredi otben have courideivd thpm to be 
only ankles of.|iface, that ia to uj, yon are not to 
pRHCb against them." Bo&well. " It appran to 
me, itr, that pr«destinMioii, or what is eqaivalent 
to it, CHDUot be aroided. If we hold an iinireraal 
jHTscienre in the Deity." Johnson. " Why, lir, 
doea not God eirry day ere tilings )!n1iig on wilbonl 
prerentinK thera }" Boswell. " Trne, sir, bol if 
a tiling be certahihi Torniecn, it must be fixed, and 
ca'iiDot happea otherwise; and if we apply tbta 
cotisideraiion lo the bnmau mind, there ia no free 
will, nor do I see hnw prayer can be of any arail." 
He mentiotted Dr. Clarke and bishop Bramhall, on 
liberty and Nenuity, aud bid Bnawcl) read Soslh'a 
Sermons on Prayer ; but artrided the question trhid) 
bu ntcrnciaied philosophers and divines beynod 
any other. Boiwell did not preas it farther, wlwn 
he perceived that he waji displeased, and ihmnk 
from any abridgmeul of an atlribnle usaally ascri- 
bed to the DiriniiT, however irreconrileable in in 
fall extent with the grand system of moral go- 
temment. His supposed orthodoxy here cramped 
the rigoroas powers of his nndentanding. He was 
couflned by n chain, which early imai^nation at>d 
long habit made him think massy and strong, but 
which, had he reninred to try, lie could at once 
have snapped asnnder. 

Bosnrell proceeded : " What do yon think, »lr, 
of pnrgalory, as believed by the Roman Catholica ?" 
JoBKSoN. " Why, sir, it ii a reryliamiieas doc- 
trine, lliey are of opinion, that the generality of 
mankind are neither so rtwtinately wicked as M 
deserre CTerlasting pnaiabmeut, nor so good at lo 
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merit being idmiUed Into (he society of bleiMiI 
qiiritc ; Md therefore, thac Ood la gTBdoDiIy pleaicd 
to allow of a middle Mate, where tbey may be pnii- 
fied bf certain degrees of infferiDg. You lee, sir, 
tbere is nothing nnreuoDable in this." Bdiwbll. 
But thep, air, Iheir maanea for the dead }" JoBH- 
■OM. " Wbj, air, If it be once Mtablished that there 
are lonla in purgatory, it is as proper to pray £i>r 
IMtm, as foroar brelhren of maiibiiid, who sre yet 
in tliis life." BoiwELL, "-The idolatry of tbe 
BUSS?" J^NtoH. " Sir, tbere ia no Idolatry hi 
tbe masa : they Iwlieve God to be there, and tbey 
■dnre him." BmwHLL. " The worthip of lainta?" 
JoHNaoii. "Sir, theydoDot norahip i^nls; Ihejr 
inrake them ; th«y only oak thdr prayera. I am 
t^ing all this timeofihe tfDctnnnof Ibecbarch 
ofRume: I grutjon, that In^tradJnc, pnrgattKy I* 
nade a IncratiTc Imposition, and that the peo|de 
do become idnlalrona, ai they recommend thMB- 
■dm to the Inlrlary protection of particolar aalata. 
1 think their giving the sacrament only in one kind 
Is criminal, becaaae it is com rary to the express In- 
•litnliao of Chrial ; and I wonder bow the conndl 
of TrentadmiUedit.'' Boswell. " Coiifetaioui" 
JoKNWM. " Why, 1 don't know bat that ia a good 
thing : the Scriptnre aayi, ■ Confess yaor fonlta-tmC' 
(It another' — and the priests caafess at well aa the 
laity. Ilien it moat be considered, that their abso* 
latiua ia only apon repentance, and often upon 
penance also. Yon think yonr aini may be forgiven 
wiihont penance, n pan' repentance alone." 

Boswell add*, " 1 tliurentared to. mention ali 
t)M common (Ejections attdnat tbe Roman Catholic 
diarch, that C""'!^* ''*»' 'o great a man nfioa 
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tbem. Wbat he said la hfi« iircDrately recordrd; 
bel, it li pol tuipnihablc, IhtU If one had i^eD tbe 
ether (tdc, lie might hare renunied diffetenrlr. 

" I innBl however nieptlon, lh«t he h»d » re- 
tfect fur ' tAr old religieit,' at *iie mild Mclaiictbon 
called thai r>f ihe Romau Catholic church, eren 
while he was exerling Limielf for ils reform atioii 
ia «ome particnlan. Sir WUKum Scoit infunni 
mej-lhat he heard Johusou my, ' A man who ia cod- 
rcned from proleitHDtiuo to papery, majF be b'io- 
cere ; lie |jart» with iiothiiiK^ he ia only Euperadd- 
iojt to what he already had : bnl a cotiTerC from 
popery to protettaiitism givcB up <o much of what 
be has held na eacred as any thing that he retains ; 
there is so ninch laceration a/ mind in eoch a con- 
veraion — that it c»ii hardly be aiucere and lasting.' 
Tbe truth of this reflection may be confirmed by 
many and emiucDt iustaocea, some of which will 
oecDT to nuiit of my readere." 

On another occasion, the worshipping of saints 
was (he subject of conrersaltoa. TorLADv. " Does 
not their inrocatioD of aaJiitB suppose omnipresence 
hi tbe saints ?" Johnson. "No, sir; it snppotei 
only pin ri- presence ; and when spirits are divested 
of matter, it seems probable that they should see 
with more extent than when in an embodied slate. 
There is, therefon;, do approacli to no iniasioa of 
any of the divine attributes in the iuTocatioQ of 
saiiit« : hut I think it ia mil-worship aitd presnmp- 
tloa. I see no command for it, and therefore think 
it is safer not to practise it." 

Ud OaodFriday.afterhavingaltended themorn- 
iog service at 8t. Clement'schnrch, Boiweilwalked 
home with Johnson. Thej tallied of the RooiaiiCa- 
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iholie tdlgion. Johnson. " Id (he barb>Toni agei, 
Bir, prietu and people were equal Ij deceived ; bat 
aftenrards, there were gross cnrruplioDa lutrodnced 
bf the clergy ; nachai Indiilgencestopriesls to hare 
concobiaes, aud the worship of iinaitei, uot, indeed, 
IncDlcated, bai liaowitif;l]rperiiiilled." He slrongly 
censured the licensed steWB at Rome. Bos-weu.. 
" So Ibeo, sir, yott wonld ^ow of no IrregnUr io- 
terconrie whatever between ibe seiea }" JoBNSow. 
" To be tnre I would not, sir : I would pnaish It 
much more than it in done, and to restrain tt In 
all connlrlee there ha« been foruieaiioo, aa in all 
cmmtriea there has been theft ; but thef« ma; be 
moreorleiiof tbeope aiwellaaof the otlier,in pro- 
portion to the force of law. All men will natanitijr 
commit forulcatloa, as all inen will oainrally steal: 
and, sir, it U very absurd to argue, as has been 
often done, that prostilnles are necessary to preirant 
the violent effecU of appt^ite from violating the 
deceutorder of life; nay, shonldbe permitled. In 
oKler to preserve the chastity of oor wives and 
dMgbter*. Depend upon it, sir, severe laws, 
neadily enforced, wovid be snfflcient against those 
erils, and won Id pMmote marriage.'' 

^oswell talked of the recent eipotsion ofitx ito- 
detits from the university of Oxford, who were me- 
thodUts, and wonld not desist from pablicty praying 
and eidrarting. Johnson. " Sir, that expaliion 
was eztreiuclyjustand proper. Whal hare they 10 
do at an nulversity, wbo are not willing to be taught, 
bat will pretame to teach i Where is religion to be 
learnt but at an univereitv? Sir, Ihey were ez^ 
miaed, and fonod to be mighty ignorant fellows. 
BoswEU.."Bai,waiitiiothaid,sir,toez|>el them? 
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for I am told ibejr (rrre good beings" Johmsom. 
" I believe thry mi|;b[ b« Rond beings, but they 
were uni fit lo be iti the uuiversllj of Oxtord. A 
cow it a very good aulmal iu Ibe lield ; but viP. tuni 
her out of n gardpu." Lord Elibaok used to repeat 
oalyhajipy. 



FREE WELL. 

Dr. Mayo, (addiesaiug Dr. Johnson) " Prey, sir, 
hiii-«joureadEdwards,dfNew England, on Grace;" 
JoHNaOM. " No, air," Boswell. " it puzKlfd me 
BO mnch M lo the freedom of the huniau will, by 
Blaiiog, with wonderful acute iutteDaity, oar bdng 
actuated by aseries of luatiret ivbich we cannot re- 
silt, tlint the only i-elief i had was ta forget il." 
Mayo. " Bnt lie makes tlie proper diatiuction be- 
tween moral and physical oecessily." BoswBLh. 
'1 Alas, sir, they coaiu both l» the same tbiug. Von 
may be bntiDd as hard by clialus wbeD covered by 
leallifr, as when the ii'oa appear*. The argnment 
for the moral ueceasity of liuinan aclious Is always, 
I obserix>, faitiHed by suppntiug nuivemal pie- 
wiencs in be one of the aitribuies of the Deiij." 
JtMsfos. " You are snrer ihatyuu are &ee, than 
yon Nre of presclcuce ; yon arc KUrer that yon can 
Utl np your finger or not as you please, than you 
are of any conclusioti fraui a deduction .of ressou- 
lag. Uutk'i us consider a little Ilie objeclkm from 
presdroce. Jt is certain I am eitlier lo go home 
i9-aiKb( or not ; tbat does not prevent ntj freedom." 
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Bo&WELL. " That it U certain yon are eiUier to go 
liome or not, does tioi [ireveot jour freedom ; 
becanse the liberty of choice between tlie two is 
compatible with that cert aint}. But if one ofllicse 
event! be certain now, yon have iio/ulure power .of 
volition. If it be ceitain yuu ittt lo t!0 home to- 
night, yon Biiul go home." Johnson. " If 1 am 
well acquainted nltb a man, I can judge, niih great, 
probability, hon he will act InaDjcase, witiioai bin 
bdni; retlrained bimy Ju[l|;iD)(. God may havetliil 
probability increased to certainly." Boswell. 
" When it is increased 10 c^r'aAif^, freedom ceases ; 
beeanse that cannot be ceilaiiily known which is 
not certain at the time : bnt if it be cetlniu at ttie 
time, iU«acouIradicliou in terms lomaiutaiii that 
ther« cun be af^erwanla any coniiBgtnCji depeudent 
npon the exercise of the will, or any Ihtitg elae^" 
Johnson. " All theory is against the freedom of 
the will ; all eiperienre for il." 



SUPERSTITION. 

BoKWELL introduced the snbject of second sigbt, 
and other uiyEierioDt maiiifeatalions ; the fnllil- 
oient of whicb, he snggested, might happen by 
chance. Johnson. *' Ytr, sir, but they hare hap- 
)>ened so often, that mankind have agreed to tbluli 
them not foilnltous." 

Hrs. Williams told a slory of second sight, which 
happened in Wale?, where the was bom. — He . 
lisleued lo U very atteuiirely, aodaaid he should be 
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IM jonmoNtAKi. 

I^ul (o hare lome iniuncea of that faoalty irril 
anlhenllcaied. His elevated wish for [Dore and 
more evidence for npirlt, In oppmiiioii to the gro- 
vdliag brilef of materinllsni, led htui tu a lore of 
iDch [DfsteHoni diaqoiBliiuns. He again justlf ob- 
served, that we conid hare no certninl]' of (he 
truth of snpentatanl appearancea, nnlesa lanieihini: , 
wai lold na which we conld not know by ordinary 
tneana, or aometbing done wliich eoald not be done 
bgt bj anpernstural poner : that Pharaoh, ia reaioa 
and jnitice, required auch evidence from Moaea ; 
naj, that onr Savionr said, " If I liad not done 
among Ihem Ihc worfci which none other man did, 
they had not bad sin." He had raid in the mora- 
Ing, tbat Macuilay's History of St. Kilda «■> 
very well WTicttn,GxeepC some foppery about liberty 
Mid slavery. Boawell meatloiied to him, thu M»- 
caalaj told him, he waa advised to leare ont of bla 
book the wonderfbl story, that upon the appnndi 
of B stranger all the inhabitants catch cold ^ bot 
l|iat it had been so well authenticated, be deter* 
nitned to retain It. Johnson. "Sir, to leave things 
ODl of a book, merely because people tell joa they 
ivill not be believed, is meanness. Macanlny aclol 
with more magoanimity." 

On a former occasimi, Jo1ini>on had said, " Ma> 
eanlay, who writes the account of St. Kild*, sit ont 
with a prejudice against prejudice, and wanted to 
be H smart modern thinker ; and yet he afflrmi for 
■ truth, that when a ship arrives thei«, all the in. 
habitants are seized with a cold." 

Dr. John Campbell, the celebrated writer, took a 
great deal of pains to ascert^n this fact, and at- 
tempted to account for It on phj^lcalpriadpla. 
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Trom t)ir effrct of rffluria from human bodies. A 
lady of Norfolk, in a letter to Dr. Baivtj, meii- 
ttoDBlhefollowiiigsolntiouof it:_*' Now fort be cx- 
plicatioD lit lliis weming nijrtterj, wbich is >o very 
obrinua, B', for IhM reanoii, to hare egcaped the 
prHrtrallou of Dr. JoboMiD and his friend, aa »ell 
a* thai of the aothor. Readiug lUe book with my 
iugeiitiins friendj llie lute retrerend Mr. Chrlstiau, . 
of Etoclciii); — after ruminating a little, ' The canw,' 
mjt be, ' is a natarsl one. The litnation of St. 
mida lendera a tiorth-eajit uitid indi.tiieniiaUy ne- 
coMary before a elrtnger can iaad. The wind, not 
tbe atraoger, occasion! an epidemic cold <' If I am 
not mtstakcp, Mr. Macaalay is dead ; if lliiui:, this 
MiDtloD might please bim, as 1 hope it wUl Mr. 
Boiwel], Id rttnm fot tbe maoy agreeable hoors hta 
work! hare afforded us." 

Of John Weiley, be uld, " He cat) talk well on 
ary soiijeci." BoswftLu " Pray, sir, what has be 
madeof hlistoiy of agbost i" Johkson. "Why, 
sir, bebellevei it; bat nut on snfficitnt autboilly. 
He did not take time enough to e^uniue the girl. 
It was at Netrcaitlc, where the gbosi was said to 
hafV appeared to a yuung wooiaa sereral timei, 
■ueBtloning aometUng aboat tbe right to an bid 
bonae, adviiiDg application to be made to an attor- 
ney, wfakh was doiw ; and, at the same time, say- 
ing the attorney would do nothing, irtiicb proved to 
be tbe fact. ' litis,' says John, ' is a proof that a 
ghoM knows our tbongbte.' Now (langhing) it is 
not necessary to know onr tlionghts, to tell that 
an attoniey mil somctiioes do nothing. Cbarles 
Wesley, who i> a more stationary man, doea ooi be. 
Here tbe story. 1 an-sorry that John did not take 
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marc palm to iaqalre Into the ctUokc for it." 
Mtss Seward, ( nitb an iscredBlona sDiile) 
" Whai, Kir t about a ghost i'.' Johnkin, (with 
joleiiin vehFin«Dce) " Yes, aodiiui : this is a 
quettiou which, afler fire tboasand yean, i« jretun* 
(leddrtl ; a qaeation, whether ip theulo^j or phi. 
lamph)', one of the moit Important ihal cut come 
before (he liumrai ub<lcn(aodiDg." 

T.ilkiiig 'of belitrf \a ghoais, he said, "Sir, 1 
malie a <liaiii>f lioa iKtween what a tnao maf expe- 
rience b]> llie mere strength of bin iiu agination, and 
What imagiDatioa canuol pos^bly produce. Thus, 
Kilppuie that 1 shoDid Ihiak (hat I saw a form, and 
beard a voice ciy, ' Jobnaon, joa are a very wicked 
IVUow I aDd.uulesa you repent, you will certainly be 
punished ;' my own nuworibiueis ia so deeply im- 
preaied upon my mind, (hat 1 might imagine I thus 
iBw and heard | and therefore I shonid nut believe 
that BD external communication h:id been made to 
me. But if a form should appear, and a voice 
should tell me, dial a particular man had died at a 
particular place, aud a paiticalarhonr — afact wbich 
I had no apprehension of, nor any means of kitow* 
Ing; and this fact, with all Its clrcam9tanccs,ihoiild i 
afterwards be Duqaestioaably prored-^l shonid, In 
this case, be persuaded that 1 had supematurai' Id- 
lelligeuee Imparted to me." Boiwell adds — " Here 
it is proper, once for all, to gire a true and fair state- 
ment ufjnbnson's way of Ihinttiognpon the question, 
whether departed spirits are erer permitted to ap- 
pear in this world, or in any way to opertte npoD 
human life. He haa been igooranlly misrepreaeuied 
as weakly credulous tipon Ihat subject ; agd theie- 
fore, ibot^ I fori an inclination to diadain and 
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treat with silent contempt lu foollali a uoltnu coo- 
ceroiag uy illaslrioiu friend ; yet, tai Had it hat 
gaioed groQud, It, is iieceBsary to refute it. Tbe 
real fact then it, iliat JohnaoD had a veTj philoso- 
phical midd, anil taeh a rational respect for testi- 
mony, as to make him submit hhj nndcrBlandlng to 
what was anihejillcaljy proved, lliough he could not 

. comprtbeud wliy it was so. Being ihna dixposed, 
be was willing U> Inquire iuio the tratli of any re- 
liltlon of snpernalnral agency; a general belief of 
''Hlhich has prevailed in all nations aud ages. But 
so far was he from being ihe dupe of implicit failh, 
that he examined the matter wiib ajealous alien* 
tlbn, and no luaa was more ready lo refute its 
falsehood when be had discovered it. CburchiH, 
in his pnem entitled The Ghost, availed liimself 
of tbe abrnrd credi;lity imjiQled to Johnson, and 
drew a caricature of hiiu under the naoie of Pom. 
poao; representing hi to as one of ihe believeis of 
the story of a ghost in Cock-lane, which. In the 
7eari;62, had gained very general credit in London. 
Many of my readers, I am convinced, are to this 
hour under an impressiun, that Jolitison was tbns 

'(oolislily deceived. It will therefore surprise ihem 
a good deal, when they are informed, upon nD- 
donbled aotboriiy, that Johnson was one of thole 
by whom (he imposlnre was detected. The story 
had become so popular, that he thou^bt it elvonld 
be iarestlgaied ; and in this research be was as- 
sisted by the reverend Dr. Douglas, afterward* 
bishop of Salisbury, the great detector of impOS- 
tnrea { who informs me, that after the gentlemcD 
who went and enamiued into (he evidence, were sa- 
tisfied of its falsity, JohnaoD wrote, in their presence. 
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■MB accrant of it, which vroi pablitbtt) in the nem- 
pspen Mill Gentle Dian'i Magiuiue, uul undeceired 
the world.* 



Tbey ut tiihcT mon Oub an l»ur. ud baring nothing. 
w«t doHD lUln, ■hm thcj tnlsingMrd tlw fkllm af the 
1^1. irtu d«M, ia ih* ■tTQPfi iKiiu. ut kwwUdt* « 
MMofermud, 

" Th« idppoKd iplTli had hcfor* fmtdhily pnrralatAt hr 
■B tfflrmUlie knock, Uul II would sUend do* of the got- 
llniHDlntalht viult uDdeithachunA of St Joho Cltrt- 
flnwvU, wh«T« thflhodjit dcpnAilcd.uid glTCmtohan vthtr 
pf»ngi Hwn. br ■ kmek upn ha a>nD i II v^ Ihm- 
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' Bdswell. '" I do uot kuow whether there are 
auy wrllalleBlcdElories of tliG appearance of gboBlB. 
You know (here ia a fMUOUB story of the uppearauce 
of Mni. Veal, prefixed to DreliocoDrt od Death." 
JoHMBoN. " I believe, sir, that is niven up : I be- 
liere the woiuaii declared, opon her death-bed, tliot 
Uwasalie,''* Boswell. "Thisoyection isiiiade 
against the truth of ghouls appeariug ; that if thej 
. u-e ID a state of happineBa, It would be a pnnUh- 
tneut to them to reiutu to thU worM ; and If thej 
are in a male of mieery, it woalS be giilDg them ti 
Tei|dte." Johnson. " Why, sir, as the bappiness 
or misery of enilxidled spirits does not depend upon 
place, but is iDlellectnal, we cannot say they are lesa 
happy or less miserable by appearing upon earth." 

Another time, the enlqeet of ghosts being intro- 
duced, Johnson told Boswell of a frieud of his, an 
honest aui, and a mtui of sense, having asserted 

vhom the pninuw vm nuida, vent with uwUui tnto tha 
Tbult. The iplrll wu idleiDDly requLrat to perfonn la 
proTnlafe, but nathiug more than illnce «niued : chepenAn, 
nippoKd (o be ucu«d by the iplrlt, Ibcn vent dowD vlth 
termd othert, but no cDbct tu perceived. Upon their 
return, they eivnincd the girl, bvt coldd dimv no eoulCw 
lioD Ftsm her. Between two end three, the deiiied. Mid 
vu pennltted to go home with hei Teth^. 

" It Ib, theieTore, the ophiion of the whole SHemblj^ 
tbet the chJUl hjj eome an of naaUn^ or emnteifdtinf ■ 
paiticvlar noLie, end (hat Hiere k do agency of wy hl^LS 

• Thl> fletioD ia knom le be Invenled by Siolel Defte, 
■nd WIS added to the lecond edition of the Engttih ctuahi- 
tlonof Diehncourfi work, (which wu origimlly written in 
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to biin, tb*t he bad *eea an apfnritioo. aoldmtth 
said, be wsi auured bj bis brotber, tbe reverend 
Hr. QoldSQiilh, thai he oho hud seep one. General 
Ogletbor|>e lelated, Ibat PreoilergaKt, aa officer in 
tbe dake of Marlborough's army, had iDeptioaed 
to tDaay of bis frienda, that be should. riie ou a par- 
ticular day: that upon thai day a battle look place 
witb tbe French; that after it was over, aod Pren. 
dergastwHsetillalice, his brotber officers, wbileiber 
nere jet In the field, jestingly asked him where was 
bis propbecy now ? PrendcrgMt gravely answered, 
" 1 shall die notwklistaDdinK wbal you see." Soon 
afterwards, there came a shot from a French bat- 
tery, to which ibe orders fur a cessation of arms 
bad not reached, and be was wHed upon the spot. 
Colonel Cecil, who took poswasiou of his effects, 
found iu his pocket-book the followiug solema 

[Here tbe date.] " Dreamt— or ■ • 

sir Jobn Friend meets roe :'* (bere the rery day on 
which he was killed was nientioned.) Prendergsst 
bad been convicted with sir John, who was executed 
for liigh Ireasou. General Oglethorpe >aid, be was 
with colonel Cedl, wben Pope came and inquired 
iuto the truth of this story, which made a great 
noise M the lime, and wa» then confirmed by tbe 

~ JoiniJion had said on a former occasion, he knew 
oue friend, who was au huneat man, and a teiuible 

• Here wu ■ bl.nk, wMA ony be filled up thu.:— 
Ml taia by c.™ i,pp,.Tilum .■"—the wrilf r bdng protably 

flolemn preienllmmt, ^th w 
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nu, wbo teU him he had seen a ghost— old Mr. 
Edwnril Care, the prlntrr, at Si. John's Gale. He 
■aid, Mr. Cave did not like to talk of ir, and seemed 
to be ia ):reat horror whenever <i was mciitioQed'. 
BoaWKLL. " Pray, sir, what did he say was the a|i- 
pe»r»Dee >" Johnson. " Why, uir, soinethiug of 
B shadowy beinn,'' 

BoswelJ meufioned witches, and asked lilm ivhat 
they properly meant. Johnson. '* Why, sir, thej 
liToperly mean thue who tuake use of the aid of 
eril spirits." BohWell. " There is, no donbt, sir, 
a geuri'al report and belief of their bvilug existed." 
Johnson. " Yon hare not only the general report 
and belief, but yua hare many Tuluntary solemn 
canfessioas." He did not afflrin anj thing post- 
ttwly npaii a subject, which It is the fashion of the 
tiaes to laugh al as a matter of absnrd <rednlily ; 
lie DDly seemed willitig, as a candid inquirer after 
tmtb, however strange and in»iplicable, lo show 
tbRt he nudergtood what might be urged for It. 



FUTURE STATE.— DEATH. 

BoswBi.L,one night, finding him In averrgiMdhD- 
monr, veniared lo lead hhn to the subject of our 
■Itaaliou iu n future stale, liavisg uinch cnrioslt]! 
to know his notiono on (hat point. JoH^^nN. 
" Why, sir, the happiness of an unembodied spirit 
. will consist in B consciousness of the favonr of God, 
in the coulcmplatlon of truth, and iu the pusaesalon 
of /eUeitating idea*." Bobwbll. " Bat, rir, U 
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them Hiij hami In furmiiig m onrulreg coujectaret 
aij 10 tUe |>aiticuLirs of our happ'meui, thungb the 
Sctijjturc Uiu Mill but very Utile an tli« aubject ? 
* Wu know not what wu Kbail be.' " Johnson, 
*' Sir, there Li uo harm. Whal |)hilo«>pby aoggesli 
to m oatbis lupic is probnble ; wbaCScriiJtQre tells 
US it certaiu. Dr. Heury Mure ha» canied it as far 
u pliitusoph] cau. Vou may -buy both his theolo- 
gical aiid |ihilosa|ihical works in two vutauies folio, 
for aboat cig)ii shillitigs." Boswell. " One of the 
most pleaaing tboaglits' ia, thai we shall see oar 
frieuds again.'' Johnson. " Yea, sir; but yoD 
must coDaider, that whcu we aie becoma paiely n- 
tioual, luauy of our ttieudahips Will be cut off. 
Many frieudahips art formed by a community of 
leusual pleasures : uU tbesE nill be cat off. We 
form muuy friendships with bad men, because they 
have agreeable qaalities, and they csu be useAil to 
OS ; but, aflcr death, they eaa uo loDgerbe of ase 
to us. We foriu luauy friendships by misMke, 
imagiaiug peaple to be diffeteut from what thry 
really are : after death, we shall see every one Id a 
true light. Then, sir, lliey talk of our meeting our 
reUtiuna : but tbeo all relatluuship is diisolred; 
and we ehall hare no regard for one peraon more 
Ibau auotber, bul tor their real value. However, 
we shall eitiier bare the satisfaction uf meeliug our 
friends, ur be satisfied withoat meeting ihem." 
' BoswBLL. " Yel, ur, we see in Scrlptore, that 
DItes still rel^ued an anxiuus concern about his 
brethren." Johnson. " Why, air, we mnac either 
soppose that passage to be metaphorical, or hold, 
with many diviiiea, and all the Pnrgalodana, that 
departed souls do not all M once arrive st the ni- 
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most perftrtton of nhtch tbe; are capable." Bos- 
well. " I think, sir, that is a very rational snp- 
poKition." Johnson. " Why, jt», sir ; but wc do 
Bot know it is a true oDe ; there is do harm In be- 
llering iti bat you mast not compel others to make 
it so article of &ilh; for it is not revealed.'' 
BosWell. " Do yon think, ilr, It is wrong In % 
man who holds the doctrine of purgatory, to pray 
Air Ihe souls of his deceased friends i" JoaNSoit. 
" Why DO, fir." Boiwell. " I hsTc been told, 
that In the litnrfjof ihe episcopal chntch of Scot- 
land, there was a form of prayer for (he dead." 
Johnson. " Sir, it is not in the litnrgy which Land 
frnmed for the episcopal chnrch of Scotland ; if 
there Is a litnn^ older than that, I shenld be gind 
to see it." BoswELL. " As to onr employment 1» 
a foinre state, the sacred writings say little : the 
Berelatlon, honeier, of St. John girea ns many 
ideas, and particularly mentions music." Johnson. 
"Why, air. Ideas mnst be giren yon hy meant of 
somethini* which yon know : and as toransic, tbere 
are inme philosophers and divines who have main- 
tained, that we shall not be sptriinallzed to snch a 
d^ree, bnl that something of matter, very much 
refined, will remain ; in that case, mnsic may make 
a part of onr future felicity." 

In a mixed company, Boswell expressed a horror 
at the thon^ht of death. Maa. Knowlrs. " Nay, , 
thou shouldsl not hare a horror for what ia the gate 
of life," Johnson [standing upon the lieaitb roll- 
ing about, with a aerious, aolemn, and somewhat 
gloomy air.) " No rational man can die wilbont 
uneasy apprehension.'' Mhs. Knowles- "The 
Scriptures tell us, 'The righteous shall haTeXope 
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la hi> death.' " JounsOm. " Yea, madam ; that U, 
be ihall not hare deapair. Bat, conaider, his hope 
<if aalTstion lonit be fonnded od the terms on 
, which it ii promtsed that the inediatioii of our Sa- 
rionr littil be applied to ui — Danely, obedience; 
and vrbere obedieoce hu failed, then, a4 luppletorj 
to it, rBpcDtance. Bat what man can laf, thRt hU 
obedience lias be»i tach, u he would approre of iti 
another, or eim in himielf, apon cIok ezamluatioD; 
or that hii repenlaace baa not been inch as to rn- 
qaire being relented of? No man can be (ore that 
hii obedience and repentance will obtain salratiou." 
Mas. Khowlei. " Bat diTliie intimation of accept. 
ance ma; be made to tbe soul." Johnson. " Ma- 
dam, it may ; but I lihould oot tbiuk ihe belter of 
a man, who ibouldleli me, on his death- bed, he »aa 
sure of salvatioa. A raan cannot be sore himself, 
that he hndirlue intinaiion of acceptance; niuoh 
less can he make others sare (hat be bas it." Bos- 
well. "Theo, air, we niiut tie conleoled to ac- 
knowledge, that death is a terrible thiof;.'' John-. 
tOK. " Yes, lir i 1 have made no approaches to a 
■tate, which can look on it as not terrible." Mrs. 
Kkowles (seeming to enjoy a pleasing serenii; in 
tbe persaasioD of bcQigDiint divine light.) " DotJ 
Dot St. Psal say, ' 1 have foaght Ihe gond fight of 
fi^th, I have Gaiihed raj conra; t henceforth Is laid 
up for me a crown of life .'' " Johnson. " Ye«, 
madam ; bnt here was a man Ittspired, a man who 
had been converted by supernntural i liter posit iou." 
Bo!WELL. " In prfispect dcalb is dreadful ; but in 
fact we find that people die eaay." Johnion. 
" Wliy, sir, most people hate not lAou^/il much' of 
the m .... 
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they die ' ewy. Few believe it cert^n Ihey are 
then to die; aod tboae who do, set theniselvei to 
behare wiib reBohilion, aa a dihd Uoea wba U going 
tube banged — be is not the less unwilUng to be 
banged." Miss Sewakd. " Thnc is one mode of 
the fear of death, which is certainly absurd ; and 
that \a the dread of anuihilalioD, which U only a 
pleaaing sleep without a dream." Johnson. "It 
is neither pleasing, nor Bleep: it is nothing. NoiT 
mere existence is so mucb better than notblng, that 
one would rather exist, eren iu^ pain, than not ex- 
in," BoswELL. " If tiuuihUatioii be notbtng, then 
existing ia ptia is uot a coDiparaiive state, but is a 
. positive eril, which i catiaot tbink we should choose, 
i luntt be allowed 10 differ here j ajid it woald leHsen 
tbehope of afulure state, founded on the argument, 
that the Supreme Being, who is gnoil as be is great, 
will hereafter cncnpeiisate for our present snfleriDgs 
lu this life : for if existence, such as we hare it 
here, be coniparrilively a good, we bace no reason 
to complain, thoagh no more of it should be gt«en 
tons. Bnt if our only staie of existence were iu 
this world, theu we might, with BD[uereaai>ii, com- 
plain that we arc so dissatli lied with nur enjoy in en Is, 
compared wlch our deEirei." Johnson. " The 
lady confounds anuihilatioD, which is uothiug, wilh 
the apprehension of it, which is dreadful : it <■ la 
the apprebeasiou of it, that the horror of auiuhila< 

JohnsoD, with that native fortitude, which, amidst 
all bis bodily distress aiid mental sufferings, never 
forsook him, asked Dr. Brocklesby, as a mun In 
whom hehEidcuntideiice,io tell hiiu plainly whether 
be would recover. " Give me," said he, " a di< 
rect answer." The doctor, having first a^ked him 
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If be could bear the whole imth, wHch way loem 
It mighi lead, and helng answered, that he Mmhl, 
declnreri, that, in his opinion, he could not recover 
wiihoot a miracle. " Then," said Johnseo, " 1 
will take no more physic, not even my opiates ; for 
I have prayed that 1 may render np my sonl to God 
nnclonderf." In this resolnl ion he persercred, and, 
at the same time, n^ed only the weakest kind of 
sustenance. Bein;; pressed by Mr. Wiudhain to 
tat!c somewhat more generans nourishment, left 
too lovp a diet should hare the very effect which be 
dreaded, by debilitating his mind, he said, " I mil 
take any thing bnt inebriating snstenance." 
- Ai he opened a note which hia servant brought to 
Win, he said, " An odd thought strlhes me ; — we 
shall feceive no letters In the grave." 

While Johnson and Boswell were at Lichfield, as 
they mi at breakfast one day, the doctor received a 
letter by the post, which seenied to agitate him 
very much. When he hnd read It, he exclaimed, 
" One of the most dreadfol things that has hap- 
pened in my lime." The phrase, mg lime, like the 
word age. Is usually understood to refer to an event 
of a poblie or jieueral nnfrc. Boswell imagined 
tomething like an asKassI nation of the king — like 
a gnupowder plot carried into eieculion — or like 
another fire of London. When asked, " Whet is 
it, air?" he answered, " Mr. Thrale baa lost his 
only son !" This was, no doubt, a rery great afllic- 
iloD to Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, which their friends 
would eonsider accordingly ; but from the manner 
In which theintelligenceof itwascommnnlcated by 
Johnson, it appeared for the moment to be compan- 
tWely small, Boswell, however, soon felt a sincere 
eonccru, aud was corimis to obserre how Dr. John- 



■on vionW be aOtaled. He siud, " lliis Is a total 
esliuclioD (o their fHmily, as much as if the; were 
ftold Into captiFit]r." Upon meDttoi.iug, tb^ Mr. 
Thrale had dan^ihlera, nlio uiight iuheriL hii 
wealth — " Daughters !" said Johusop, warmly, ' 

Boawel! was going to apeak. " Sir," said be, " doij't 
JOB know how joa yourscir ihink? Sir, he wiahei 
to propagate his name." !□ short, male snccession 
was strong in his mind, eren where there was do 
uame, no famil;, ot any kag itandiug. , Boswdl 
s^d, it was locli)' he was not present wheo ibia 
.misfortune happened. JOHKSON. " It Is Incliy for 
SM-- people in dislresa never think lliat you feel 
eaough." Boswbll. " And, air, they will hare 
the bope of seeing yon, which will be a relief, in 
the mean time ; and when yoa get to them, the pain 
will be Ml far ahated, that they will be capable of 
being ronabled by yon, which, in the first violeucc 
of if, I believe, wanld not he the case.'' Johnson. 
" No, sir; violent p^n of mind, like violent pain . 
of body, nuit be severely felt." Bosweli.. "I 
own, sir, 1 have not so much feelingforthe distress 
of others, as some people have, or pretend to have; 
bat I know this, that I would do all in my power to 
relieve them." Johnson. " Sir, it is aBectation to 
pretend to feel the distress of others as mnch as 
they do themselves : it is equally so, as if one 
should pretend to feel aa mnch pain while ft friend's 
leg is cotliag off, as he does. No, sir ; yon have 
expressed the rational and just nature of sympathy. 
I would have gone to the extremity of the earth to 
have preserved this boy." 

He was soon qnile calm. The Letter was from 
Mr.Thrale's clerk, and conclutted, " 1 need not »y 
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bow mnefa thej with to tee yea Ib LoBdmi." R« 
Mid, " We sfasll hsMcn back to Tnylor'*." 

Boawcll Bilds, " After dhiiier, Dr. JuhD^un wrote 
■ letter (oMre.Thrate, on ibr death oflier xon. I 
(aid, it would be ntj d)«trct>iDK <o Thrslr, hat sbe 
wonld soon foriret it, m she had to luauy thinxR to 
thiiikof. JoHNtON.*Ni>,air,Thrali'w1llfnrDrlitfirKt: 
tie hai niBlijr thiDgi that nhr asf think of; he has 
Many (hinfn that heflnuidhliikiif.' This wan a very 
jan rcmarli npOD tlie iliKrreDt el&cts of those ll^bt 
panaiM, which ocrnpy a vorant aod easy mind, and 
thoae wrions enimiHOf "K. whicli arreat arteuiion, 
and keep on rnim broodiog ot'er grief. 

** In the evening, ive went to the Towu-hall, 
which was coQTerlrd ioio a icuipiirary theatre, and 
. Mw Tlutdetbit, witii Tke Slral/ord JubUee. 1 was 
bappy to tee Dr. JuhoiHiii alltluii in a ctHinpicnnuB 
p£nof ibe pit, and rraeiriD)( affireilonate boniage 
trom all hU BcqnaiDiitui«. We were quiie jtay and 
merry. I afterwards memioued J^liini, that I con. 
demned myaelf for being an, when pnor Mr. and 
Mrs. TtaraJe were in inch disiren. ' Johnson. 
* Yon are wrong, sir; twenty years hi'nce Mr. and 
Mr>. Thr^le will not suffer much pain from the 
death of their son. Now, sir, yon areto consider, 
that dtatance of place, aa well as dtslance of lime, 
operate* npon the hamaa feelings : 1 wonld not 
have you be gay in the presence of the distreased, 
became it would shock tiiem ; but yen may be gay 
at a distance. Pain far thc-loM of a friend, or of a 
relation whom we love, is occasioned by the waut 
which we fts^l ! in tiflw, (he Twoity is filled with 
aomelhingelsc; or BOiuetinica the vaeuily dust* up 
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